
HiE CANADA P E BV* E .AI4lD)egMIBIKR Olsi, 1892.

OtIt COnttbtitore.
CONC'FRNIA'G THEF GREEX 0F FAn .1 WJA il

BY KtNO'XONIAN.

Tht aid pravcrb says, Far-away iields are always green,
Quite aiten there is mare green in tht baoker than in tht

field.
A faîrhy sensible man wilh always makt praper aliowancc

for tht distance, If pocîically inclîned he wiil think ai that
aver-worked lint which says :

DISTANCE 1.hNDS ECA4' TON ' l' UE VIE\V.

and rcsatutcly refuse ta lct tht vicw cochant him to much.
A rcstless young man atn sets 'a great deal ai green in

iar-am-ay fields. The towii or city he lives ia seenis slow and
stupid. His situation is entirely beneath bis abilities. His
surroundings art unwortby ni a youth of bis ambition and
aîîainiments. Ht looks at some business field a thousand
miles away and concludes that if he were just iliert- he wouhd
be a wcalthy, prosperaus man in a year or îwo. Ht gots,
but whcn tht novclîy ai tht new place wcars off, he flnds that
the new field is net bahf as green as itloloked. There arc
difficulties there as wchh as at home. Perhaps tht disappaint-
ment acîs as a spur ta bis indusîry and ambition, and,
ashamed ta go back, he makes a determined and persistent
effort ta succecd and succceds. Possibly the discovery that
the green was mainly in bis awn cyt paralyzes him, and he
sends home for money ta bring him back ta tht aid field.
Bth ofîthese things have bappcncd Ilmany a time and ait,"
as Shakespeare wou!d say.

Some ministers have great capacity for seeing tht green
in distant fields. Indced, il is ta be feared that a few display
more industry in hunting up green fields than in prcaching or
in pastoral visitation. t is sa easy ta magnilv tht difficulties
o! a present pastorale and ta miniiy tht drawbacks ai a
congregatian a thousand miles away. When tht ncw field
has been secured, and tht induction is over and tht work bas
ta be tackled andl a hundred and anc things are discavered
that cauld neot be seen at a distance, tht new pastar ofteu
feels a sort ai sinking sensation under the third button ai bis
vest, and he wondcrs whether aiter ahI beshauld have moved.
Tht faces and vices ai old friends folhaw bum as he moves
around among strangers, and in bis secret heart be kaows
that bis new field is flot hall as green as it looked. Happy,
thricc happy, is tht pastar who gels such a start in bis new
field that he bas no doubt duty calhed bum there.

For sccing green ini a distant field cammend us teaa
congregation that wants ta caîl a Ildisîinguished man sram a
distance." Tht most powcrfuh instrument ever broughîto
bear on a gernri is wcakness itocîf comparcd with the naked
eye aI a cangregation that icels il necessary la send out o! tht
country for a pastor. Tht funny part ai tht business is that
very saon ater the distinguished man dames, be looks and
acts just iikeC aher men who dido't damne [romi any great
distance. "'Sound him," and hie dots flot sound any belter
than an average Knox man. " Weigb bum," and be is no
heavicr than a good graduatai Quecn's. "lConjure"I with
him, and he conjures fia better than a Monîreal College man.

Anoîber funny part ai tht business is that tht man wbo
vociferates about "lCanada for tht Canadians ;" who shouts
until he is hoarse about tht "aId flag ;"Ilwha is se sensitive
about bis loyahty that be wauld hardly trust hiniseli ta cal
Arnerican beans or sel! barley ta a New York grain dealer;,
thé man wbo is sa hauntcd oith the dread ai annexation that
be cannot sleep aI nigbt, and who coolly iniornis you tbat it
wouhd please bum migblily ta sec a poltical Uuioaist sîrung up
ta cvcry lamp post-that man will sead Over te tht other ide
for a pastor just as quickly as anv political t Jnionist would
do. Ht is a trcmcndously loyal man, ai course, but he is
quite willing ta have a dyed-in-îhe-waol Repubican teach
bis children their duty ta their Qucen.

Taking tht Prcsbyterian ifinisters ai the United Stats
as a whole thcy are a magnificent body aI mca. In certain
lotss îby stand casily irst. Ont dan quite undcrstand why
îhey should feed proud ai their great church and their great
country, but il is neot se easy ta understand a Canadian who
vociférates about Canada on tht husîings and belittlest
Canada at tht congregational meeting. At which ai these
places dots the man mean whaî hcsays ?

Tht green ai iar-away filds explains why ;iame Canadian
Theologica! students talk sligbtingly about Canadianr
Colleges and sigb for Princeton or Edinburgh or Germany.1
Now it glay be a gaod tbing for a student ta take an extrar
session or a post-graduaîc course in a college ather than bis
awn. To mccl tht studcnts ai other dolleges and bear
lectures from other professors augbîta be o! son-e advanîage
tn almost auy student, but Ibere is a ROOd dca! aI green in thet
distant college fild as welh as in any other. There is grim c
humour in having a young man "lblow " about Princeton, or t
Union, arEdinburgh, or Gcrmany and then hearingbhim read a t
ittle essay in the pulpit that bas nat 4s much good malter ta

it as mighî be fond in an average Highlandmaa's grace beforec
meat. 

%Tht greta ai iar.away fields accouais ia part for the exodus. I
A certain proportion ai tht million Canadians flow said ta be f
in tht United States, no doulat weaî there because they could,

.gec the drawbacks around home quite distinctly, but distance
prevented tbem (ronm seeing ail the difficulties of the far
west. Miany oi tht-m have donc well, but so have many who
remained in their own country. It wotild be jinteresting ta
know just how miany Canadians in the States would willingly
admit that the field over there is flot quite as green as it
loot<ed.

Ecclesiastical fields oiten seem mutclh greener than they
are. Miany a man has bhouted that lie would Illeave the
church," and then baunded ovt:r the fence intoather eccle-
siastical pastures, only ta tind that new pasture was flot quite
as good as the nid. At ail events that is how it generally is
when a man leaves Prcsbyterian pasture.

RE I'?14L.

BY REV. %vi t LANIROçS.

The iollowing address was given by the Rev. WVilliain Ross
at the Presbyterian Alliance meeting, Toronto :

Revival is aur greatest and most pressing need. To obtain
it for aurselves, aur congregatians and for the warld ought to
be one ai the supreme abjects afibihs Alliance meeting. WVe
have had many able and important paliers an subjects af
great interest, but this is the greatest ai ail interests. The
disciples waited upon their risen Lord in prayer for ten days
before the Pentecostal blessing, and it wauid bie iertainly a
miracle ai grace were we ta experience a revival in fifteen
minutes. We need not sa much ta talk about the subject as
ta experience the power of the Holy Ghost sa that each af us
shahl carry toto aur homes and coagregations a presenit and
lastîng blessing. There are three cansideraîtons ai the ut-
mast weîght whîch demand aur earnest attention. rst:. Re.
vivat is the greatest and nxost pressing need ai the îndîvidtîal
bellever, ai the Church ai God and ai the world. 2ad - Re-
vival bas enabled the Church ta reach the highesî paint in
Christian character and the highesî landmnark in atîainmenî
and Christian ellort. 3rd : Revival-habituai and unceasing
is the teaching af Gad's Word, the lesson of experience and
the pledge af the world's subiugaîion ta Christ. In closing it
mnight be desirable ta consider same abjections that arc made
ta such times ai refreshing from the presence ai God, but
lime will flot admit ai that.

Revival is the greatest and mast pressing need ai the be.
liever and ofithe Church. 13y Revival, we mean that health.
fui condition ai Christian ie and experience whk*h coables
the indîvîdual belhever and the Cburcb, in the power ai the
Holy Ghost, ta mccl the dlaims ai God, the oppartunities in
Providence and the iieeds ai the Churcb and the warld. It
need scarcely be said that this is flot the normal condition ai
the believer or ai the Church. The experience ai the Psalm.
ist is only taa famuliar ta us : IlMy sout cleaveth ta the dust,
quickcn me according ta Thy word," or that ai the apastie
when hie said: "lOh, wretched man that 1 amn, who shall de-
liver me?" In the Chr*,stian lige there seems ta bie îhree dis.
tinct experiences : a tinie ai declension, a scason ai cansciaus
burdening and an experience ai cansciaus power when ont
can say : Il1 cani do ail things through Christ that strengthen-
eth me." Between consciaus declensian and cafisciaus power
there Es a great varieîy ai experience and thraughout it ail
the yearnîng of the sout is for revival and persanal experience
ai the presence and pawer ai Gad. There are those who can
understand Hirace Bonar as hie sings Ihese mincir notes

Return ta me, mY oft-forgotten God,
My Spirit's truc though long forsaken test,

Undo these bars, re-cater Thine abode
In Thee and En Thy lufe alone would Ibbesct.

Rcmould tbis inner man in every part,
Reknit these broken tics, restiue Thy sway,Take as Tby thronc andl altar this poor hcart,
Oh tcach me how ta hîve, Oh behp me ta abcy.

ln aur own experience as iTifisters and Christian warkers,
bave wc tnt known ai many wha had made a hapeful start in
the Christian lufe, and yet after awhile their lige instead ai
being constantly aggrcssivc became dwaried and the life was
sbrivelled, if flot withered. Dr. McDonald, ai Fcrintosb,
whom the Lard so signaily blessed in Scotiand upwards ut a
hall a century aga, and ta whoîn the L-,rd gave such mnuiti-
tudcs ofisouls, bad oiten ta dca! with vouing believers and ta
warn them in regard ta the future ai their lufe. He used ta
put the qutstion ta thentbus: Il WhY is it that sa înany who
make a hopelul profession at the beginning scem sa quickly
ta fait? " and hie answered the question by saying:. "9It was1
because they started business 'vithout capital."' By this lie1
meant that the indwelling ai the Holy Ghost as the spirit ai
pawer for a pure lige and devoted service was flot pcrsonalîy
and spcciallv asked for and obtaincd as :% cofscious pobses.i
sion : hence the failure.* Whetber we look at the condition ari
the believer from i wthun or regarding bis environnment, wc are 1
consîrained ta acknowlcdge that in the majority or instances i
the ane necd ai the sout iS spiritual power. job cried, "lOh,1
that it werc with me as in monîbs past when the candie oftheit
Lard shone upon me." The apastie in writing ta the Helrewi
complained that lie was under the necessity ai nursinîg baibes
wbo ougbî by that lime ta bhave been teachers, and wc lco w -
îow Paul with singular carnestness and farce was anxïaus ta
forget the things that were behind and ta press iarward ta.
yard the mark for tht prîze ai the high calling ai Gad inii

' Christ Jesus As we look over the Church ai God are we net
r cansciaus that tbe men and women ta whom tht Word af tht

Lord camtes naw, and who are capable ai saying I will hea:
*whit God the Lord will speak" are camparativcly fcw
P Aning the mass ai Christians is there flot a keen sensitive
t ness in regard tai personal needs and even ta the enjaymeîîîî

ai the world and tbe power af the flesb, and is there flot a cor
ï responding dulness in regard tas tbe autharity ai His word and

the warking ai His spirit. Take tbe Church as a whole, and
is shse 001ta a large extent fike the man with the withered
amini? It is a paralyzed hand that s stewvard ai tbe inexhaus.
tible resources ai the kingdomi ; the wealtlî is there. but therte
is a lack ai spiritual pawer ; it is flot availiog for the present
and pressing needs ai the moment. Tht Churcb 15 tn100 alle
lîke the beggar sitting at the beautiful gale af the temple and
coastanîly asking alms, iostead ai standing up in the power ci
the risen Lard and then walking and workirîg and praising
God. Have there flot been individual men whasc liietime of
service bas been characterized nal only by frequent revival
but by almiost unceasing experience ai spiritual puwer and
spiritual resilîs ? How many ai us to-day can hqnestly speak
ai such an experiencei Opportunities occur in God's provid
ence, and they pass by unimprovcdl; vwe are etber living in
the past or in tht future, but the present we know flot haw to
turn ta tht' best account. We say - IlThere are ye louti
mnonths and then cometh harvest," but Ht says. " Tht fields
are already white unto the harvest.l" Wbtre is the Church te
be iound that has iairly grappled with and been successful ini
winning the hundreds ai lhousands in aur great cits thàt are
stili unevangclized ? Are flot the teeming masses pouring
into Amcrîca week by week (natwithstanding gigantic efforts
tu mccl their dlaims) still practically nnuched, and do we
not rest aur houes ai tht future in tht effort ta teach and save
tht childrcn in tht Sunday school ? Is flot tht picture ai the
Cburch preseîoîed sao aten in -uotation: Ilfiir as tht moan,
clear as the sunt and terrible as an army with banners ?" Is
flot this rather a devout imagination than a present reality in
tht face a! the giganîic evils that oppress tht spiritual lufe and
deaden our -surroundings everywherc ? Tht drink traffic, the
opium trafic, the gambling spirit, the constant breaking up of
sacrcd and social tics ; ail proclaian aur powetlssuess-îhey
are still rampant in every quarter ai tht globe. We rejoice in
what bas been dont for foreign missians and tht marvellotis
blcssing that bas followed feeble effort, but we are still con-
strained ta acknawledge that, white the harvest is greal, the
labourers ire few. We are canstrained ta ask : Is tht Churchi
then called ta a vain task when ber Lord commands lier;
"lGo ye inoalal thet Jorld and disciple aIl nations, preach the
Gospel ta cvery creature 'l Or is it that sise bas been truit.
ing t00 much ta ber learning and reason and organization and
temporal resources, and ton forgetful ai the ont spiritual
power that cao atone make ber strang ta subjugate tht world,
This leads us ta the consideration ai tht next point.

il.
What bas revival donc for the believer, for tht Cburch and

for tht world? lt bas given us aur mcn ai noblest Christian
character and enabled the Church ta reach tht highest land-
mark in attainmenî and Christian effort. As tht bighest
mountain peaks arc tht upheava! ai sublerranean fires that
have shakers tht founidatians of the earth, sa the most notable
men in tht record ai tht Church are lhtmschves frcquently the
fruit ai revival. Saut ai Tarsus, like a piece ai moist peat
hissing out ils moisture an tht glowing cmbcrs, is set an ire
in tht Penîccostal revival. Luther, Melancon, Kaix and
others werc kindled int amane in tht auîpouring ai tht spirit
aI tht Reformation. Some mca have borne personal testi-
moy ta Ibis. Dr. Charles P. McIlvaine says ai himsell.
"lWhaîsoever 1 possess ai religion began in a revival : the
most preciaus, steadiast and vigorous fruits ai my ministry
bave been tht fruits af revival." It is ual ton much ta say
that tht most ai tht mets who ealered tht ministry ai tht
Fret Churcb ofi.Scotland and who were spccîally owied of
God in His work before tht revival afi 86o. were tbemselves
the product of tht grear Scoîîisb revival that movcd over the
land in successfuh waves for a pcriod aifarîy years, irom 1811-
Is il ual also the case with tht great mass ai tht men who
formn tht living minîsîry o! America, and wbo wcre themstlves
the outcome ai the continuons revival in tht colleges at the
clost ai tht ast century and tht beginning of this ? and what
is truc a! tht minisîry is truc also o! tht membership in Europee
as well as on tht American continent. Froni 1815 ta 1840 wt
are tld that tht spirit was poured out on troin 400 ta 500
churches and congregatians ar'nually on an average. During
saine af these vears we rejoice ta learn that from 40.000 t0
S0,ooo wtre added by profession in a single twelvc-mnooh te
the membership ofithe Christian Churcb. Tht Presbyterian
Churcb ai Wales is herseli tht fruit a! revival in a member-
ship tbat dominaltes the principaliîy ; she bas had an almost
unceasing revival for i 5o years. Lt is said that ane man in
the principality, and bc by no means a man ai intellectual
power, was instrumental in tht revival of s86o ai adding sal-
ooo tn tht spiritual ile ai the Church. Tht same wave o!
blessin brought at least as maay ino tht Churcb in Ireland,
and those who remember the samt blessed l ime En Scotland
k',uv thal tht spiritual haivcst was universal ovtr tht land."
Such seamans, though tbey have been too aten intermittent
.ind partial, have nevcrtbelcss eoabled -tht Church ta reachi
ber highest landmark in Christian effort. Shortly aller the
Disruption, a site was reiused for tht cangregation at-Stron*
hian, in tht west Highlands- not an inch ai land could lac had


