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INTERNA TIONAL LESSONS.

Jiiy 5
1891. 1} THE WORD MADE FLESH. {John i:1-1[8.

GOLDitN TExT.-The Word was made Flesb, and dwelt cor
%410% us.-John 1. 14.co

tnt
INTRODUCTORv. the

Likelmany other parts of the Sacred Seripture the Gospel of wli
Qlbas in these days been subjected te tht ire of criticisin -It i

tOod tht ordeal and corne out o! il unharmed. Tht most af
tibliable scholarship o! tht age bas ascertained that il was witten by hol
tbebeloed disciple, the Apostie John, httween the years 8o and de-
90 A..D., wben John was in Ephesus. Tht Gospel is tht authenticth
&,bd iflspired testimony of an eyt-witness, o! one who was pro-
!OliiIy irfluenced by the trutb o! Christ, and who under divine dei
tlldiice wrote wiîh a direct and practical end in view, that IlYe, vel
-.iXht believe that Jesus is the Christ, tht Son of God ; and that 1ht
"'utving yt migbt bave life througb His naine." v

b1.Tht Eternal Word.-The Word was made or becarne febd
t the beginning in tht past ages o! etemnity Ht was. He was d

h«lai things and by Hini ail things consist. Tht beginning I
het Upoken of is tht smre that in tht Book o! Genesis belongi te a prý
at etraity before crtation. Ht was cht Word. Words art tht ol.

1ntePteters, tht revealers o! thought ; Christ is tht revealer te us of o
the thuRbîs of God. Creation is tht revelation of God's rnatsty,
PoweIr and goodnesm. In this work Christ was tht reveal- be
et. Providence ls a revelation of the divine wisdooe and mn
Rodess, and here aiso Christ is tht interpreter o! tht pur- of
Pole& o! God. In tht work oi redemption Christ un!olds 10 a
C~t and guilty world tht infinite love, justice and rnercy of God. Wl

là he Gospel agt, tht Holy Spirit takes of thetîhings o! Christ and qt
WS4*1 thern unto us. Chist's own declaration is, Ilhe that bath se

ett Me bath seen tht Father." Jesus, tht second person of thtea
Stexisted froin eternity. "Tht saine was in tht beginning a

*.,t God."1 Christ was God's agent in tht creation o! tht universe,
Ail things "-everythinu however great or however sial-" were o

14Idt by Hini and wiîhout Hini was not anything made that was

Ch - rist is the source o! al life. AIl life must corne frorn tht f
'4V11I2 Ont This is directly true o! eternai life which is God's gi!t f

throiigh lesus Christ. His life is tht light of inen, tht light th it di
eldesail nature, tht light o! joy and puriîy, tht ight of tht b,

'1111derstanding, tht light of tht soul Tht light sbineth in tht dark-
eaitedarkuess o! ignorance and in in inan's. nature and in tht P'

* 018il World. mIb is darkntss tht truc light shines, but tht dark- b,
by .Ots not apprebend tht ligbt, the soul darkened by in dots not ai

ti uatural powers perceive that light. Tht darkness dots not t

saOwup tht light, and tht light is shining more and moretiunte
trect day. f

Il. Tht Forerunner o! Christ.-The coming of Christ wasV

elerlY foretold by tht prophets centuries hefore. When Hie was
Ablt teenter on His public ininistry His coming is heralded by t]

loh" thp Bapîist. He 100 was divineiv sent on bis special nmission.
li s ent from God, and was named by i. Tht purpose of0

ba3mission is expi tsstd - Ht caine for a witness. Ht was 10
bts hi testimony to Christ, te bear witness of tht Light, ont of theè
DamfIyhes inost fittingly ascribed to Christ. John pointed out1
lnastht Messiah, tht Lamb o! God that taketh away tht in of

theýOfld# and by bis ministry in tht wildemness preparing tht
pepe o tht teaching and work o! Jesus. Tht end of his testixnony J

*4directiy practical, Ilthat oill men through Hum inight believe." t
lObn W&s not tht Light-Christ alone is that-but tht reflector o! tht

liChrists Advnt.-He came mbt tht world as tht
la, reated Light. Ht is tht truc light, fnot ierely in opposition te

fseAnd iisleading lights, but tht ont, truc, genuine source of ail
et thAt bas core ne m tht worla. Ht lighteth every nman. Aili
liOrl andi siritual light that men posstss is Christ given illuminalion.
d il light cornes froni above. Witbout Him we can only walk in

! ness~. Ht was in tht woîld, preste in ever.expanding, enlight-

ngand~ life-giving influence. Ht was the Creator, and therefore
lb0 tlaiihs to be rcceived by mnn hen be camne. Though Ht was

e source of ail good, though Ht was tht Creator o!finen, they
4lthe ltss rejected Hioe; tht -world knew Him nt." Many 'of
They On whom Ht had tht strongest claimia ailed ta recognize Him.
«U7 WrtHis own yet they rtctivtd Himne nt. This was speci-
a"yteof tht Jewish people as a wbole. Tht officiai Jewish world
lU 'ed Hini over to be crucified. There were people in that agt, as

1,0ory sgt, who received Christ as tht Mtssiah, their Saviour and
r-T bey belivtd on Hin, and te ail sucb Ht gives tht power

ted bliOne His chilciren, and tht ight to dlaim ail tht privileges
Anrbiuigsof this divine rtlationship. Ail such are born anew

,10111r aboy. into this Sonship. This is what is meant by regenera-
lif trat is a divine work. It is not accoinplished by bload, that

'%Ifot be derlved from eartly parents, nor by tht purpose andi
lmrtmi of the individual, or- tht effort o! others. however good

Or Otver wisetîhey inay be : il imust couic froni God alone, tht
tC and Father of our Lard Jesus Christ. Tht Word became fltsh;

Th18 what is raeant when il is said that Ht becanit incarnate.

G ediine nature took on tht buman fonm. Jesus Christ becaine the
R Ko*ran, ",two distinct natures, ont person forever." This is tht

tiot inystery o! godliness, God inanifest in tht fltsh. We may
t ûesadil, but wt cannot deny it. In aur own case there are

distinct natures, soul and body, whose inysteriaus union we can
jther explain noir deny. Those wbo are thus savingly united ta

""' Christ hehold His glory, tht glary that is peculiarly His own,
ref eOfly begotten Son of God, in w;hom tht divine glory is

0f ted.Ht is full of grace and tzutb, trace, the favour and niercy
îý 1 - 9 and thetîruth of God that makes known ta us His per-
ettmh.,and His purposes. John tht Baptiat bore carnest and

0 lPbatic testiinony ta Jesus Christ. Cbrist's ininistry followed that
,,,John, but lit was essentialiy bigher and immnediately efficacious.
*then lit was before John, ince Ht exited froin eternity. John
the Witer of tht Gopti, says o! hiinsel! and of ail btlievtss, thatsf 4..- sshae a, e.rc .ve , n$9sc fr-gac" ha.i

PRACTICAL 5UGGRST1ONS.

Thbe Saviour that God bas sent iota Ibis world is ettînal, aIl-
POWtfuî, divine. Ht is tbe author o! eternal alvation.

j 1Christ becane inan that Ht might mvt man frorn in, and that
'l iRiht have tht fulleat syrnpathy with tht sorrowm of humanity.

,,,Cis i tll tht onîy true ligbt (rom whaun men can receive their

We ar only obtain tht blessings that Christ came ta besto*, by
tectlving fin as out Lord and Saviour.

IrHl CANADA PRESB3YTh'LRIA%.'

THE MISSIONAR Y WORLD. son
are

AFRICAN TERRORS. gre

Two of thermost dreadful evils incident to native life in PIe

ica have ever been superstition and slavery. Ail the prin- tO

)a tribes, like the Magwangwara, Makololo and Angoni, as

South Central Africa, among wbom, the universities and
,ttisb missionaries labour, are exposed to these perils, and i

nsequently insecurity is a marked feature of tribal exist- Ch

ce in and around Lake Nyassa. On tbe imaginations of an

eAfricans the witch-doctors had an awful hold, especiailv sui

en the want of ramn, death o! cattie and sickness of people ai

licted the native communities. The witcb-doctor, witb bis mi

nes-and his drums, played a leading part in the lives and tel
stinies of thousands inhabiting the Dark Continent. Hea- i
ýn orgies, or the witçqh-dances, when tbey danced out the s'
mons wbich were supposed to possess the natives, were of~
ry common events. The bideous sounds proceeding from o
test pagan rites usually disturbed the missionary's sleep and Sc

ven endangered bis life. More terrible was the poison or- dt

eai. Its application caused an unceasing reign of terror. s

n times o! peace and among the strongest tribes this vile Wý

'actice had sway. If any one dies who has not arrived at si'
Id age, or, peradventure, a chilci bas been killed by a lion a

rleopard, the report is spread that some wicked person bas hi

iwitched or cast an evil eye on the deceased. Promptly the
medicine-man, the witch-doctor, is sent for, and, on pretence
i smelling out the cuiprit, he selects two or tbree natives tod
hom he administers the cup of poison. Chiefs have fre-h
lently given it wholesale to entire villages and afterward r
iized the goods o! the poisoned persons or distributed themnt
nmong the relatives of the supposed victim. t

The cruel traffic in slaves bas made the African the prey ri
)f the stave-bolder from. thet imes of Pharaoh down to the
resent day. Far beyond knowledge were the sorrows, mis-p

ortunes and sufferings o! the bapiest negro. A track0 o!

lesolation always remained behind the forays of the slave- t

àunter. Arabs, and, alas, the most powerfui tribes, madei
periodical assaults on peaceful native villages, which theyt
*urned to the ground. Tbe men were siain and the womnen2
and cbildren carried off or sold into wretched captivity. As1
he weaker tribes were the more numerous, tbey lived in such
car that a child or a woman dreaded going outside the little1
village lest the Arabs should snatch them away.1

Horrid sigbts, says Mr. F. L. Moir, may be witnessed on
he shores of Lake Nyassa and Tanganyika on the passing
of the slave caraians, in which scores of women are fastened
to chains or thick bark ropes. In addition to their heavy hur-
den of grain or ivory many of them carry a little brown
baby, as dear to the heart of a negress slave as the cbild of
a mother in Christian land. On they struggle tbrough tht
jungle, the dense forest, and across burning plains beneatb
their double load, knowing sorrowfuily that when they show
fatigue " not the slaver's ivory, but the living child would be
torn from them and thrown aside to die." Daily the foot of
the mnissionary is piercing these dark regions in order that
bis mission stations may become centres of light and havens
of refuge for Africa's sorely-oppressed children.-Rev. lames
John ston.

CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRV IN CHINA.

The raising up of Chinese preachers and pastors, to work
among their own people, is justly considered one of the most
important of missionary works. In a more recently-occu pied
part of our field three men have developed into preachers
from attendance upon tht missionary and aiding bim in bis
work. 0f these two are now labouring witb us and. one bas
clied. The boarding scbool bas furnisbed us witb a few men,
some good and some inferior, of whom three are still em-
ployed by us as preachers. A school for the training of
aduit converts of good promise, giving tbemn suitable biblical
instruction for about three years, bas given us most o! our
present number, or ten out of fifteen preachers. Tht same
sources in nearly similar proportions have supplied the two
other missions located in Foocbow with their force of preach-
crs.

two hours a day, and their residence is distributed among oui
four Foochow churches and chapels. Rach one aids in the
regular evefling preaching and other meetings in these
preaching places. All read the Scriptures and other books
in the Chinese character colioquial quite well, and have

:395
ne knowledge of the classical language; but none of îbem
eclassical schoiars. Thcy ail have at ieast a moderate de-
,e of mental abiiity, and are whoily in touch with their peo-
e, andi above ail seem truly eamnest in trying to bring men
Christ. We hope they wili be useful in the Lord's field botb
sowers and reapers.
The need of many bighly-educated men as native pastors
not very apparent so long as, witb a few exceptions, the
hristians who can meel in ont place are few in number, poor
nd mosîly illiterate, and unable-at least unwiling-to give
ich pastors any adequate support. It must be kept in mind
[s that the more highly native preachers are educated, the
iore liberal support do they demand. And this as a rule
nds te prevent their becoming pastors of self-supporting
:hurches, excepl the one or îwo largest Churches of the mis-
ion, where there are several missionaries to belp shoulder
he pecuniarv burden. It is to be feared that any higb degree
d education for the mass of native preachers in China for a
ýore o! years te come would mean tbe putting oft for an in-
lefinitely longer lime o! the prospect o! advance toward self-
ýpporting Churches. A similar tendency is seen in japan)
vhere there is in some places a decided preference for the po -
Ïtion of a native evangelist receiving foreign pay, over that o!
native pastor depending upon the native congregation for

is support.

AFRICANS NOT ALI. NEGIROES.

"Tht popular notion that ail Africans are Negroes is a
lelusion. Tht greater part are not Negroes. Their proper
home is tht immense Soudan-a tract o! countrY 4,000
nules broad by about 5oo cleep, extending from the basin of
the Congo River on tht south te tht Sabara on tht north,
and from Egypt in the cast te Senegamnbia in tht west. We
regard them as tht sin-degraded descendants of originally
purer, wiser and happier races. Degradation, like death, is
he wages o! sin ; and in tbis world, as ail experience
teaches, it attaches to nations as well as t0 individuals. Sin
reigns in Africa, and sin whicb, in spite o! their heathen-
ism, the people know to be sin. But they are ashamed o!
their cannibalism, and try te conceal it from the white man,
and se witb other crimes. Religion they have none, for the
fetich-m orship te which they are addiced cannot be called a
religion. They are not even idol-worsbippers, tbough they
have certain images wbich they regard as charmns more thau
as gods. Tbey do not worsbip the sun or deify the elements.
Their ignorance o!fail religious trutb is utter, and their sole
point o! souàd philosophy is a bazy btlief in a future life.
But they are teachable, for :they are of cbildlike natures."-
New World of Central Africa..

TWO PICTURES.

First Picture.-King Theebaw was inaugurated as King
o! Upper Burmah, at Mandalay, about tbirty years ago. Ht
was an incarnation of crutlty. Several bundreds o! tht nobil-
ity and o! bis own !âmily were mnassacred 10 celebrate tht
event. To undertake missionary work in Upper Burmab
meant de.atb or captivity te tht individuai attempting il.
When the city o! Mandalay was built, tht eight gales sur-
rounding the city were supposed te have been made secure
against ail invaders by the sacrifice o! fitty-six young girls !

Second Picture.-In October, 189)o, the Baptist Mîssionary
Conference was held in the same city o! Mandalay. Tht
Judson Memorial Church was dedicated during the Confer-
ence. Eight thousand rupees of the money needed were
given by Christians in Burmah ; tht Karen choir furnisbed ex-
cellent music, and on the evening o! the closing day Ihere was
betd a communion service at which there were present, Tam-.
ils, Telugus, Burcnans and Karens, Shans and Tounghus,
English and Eurasians, Chinese and Americans, representing
Soo churches and 30,000 members in Burmah, ail "ont in
Christ Jesus," about tht table o! tht Lord.

THAT tired feeling now se often heard o! is entirely over-
corne by Hood's Sarsaparilla, whicb gives mental and biidiiy
strength.___________

PALE and listless girls and prematurelv agtd womtn
Would soon give place te bright, htalthy, rosy females if Dr.
Williams' Pink Pis were used for tht ilis te which womnen
are peculiarly hiable. Tbey enricb tht blood, build up tht
nerves and restore tht shattered system, regulate tht periods,
etc. Try them and be convinced. Sold by ail dealers, or sent
posîpaid on reccipt o! price-5oc. per box, or five boxes for
$2--by addrcssing Tht Dr. Williams Mcd. Co., Brockvillt,
Ont.

wornen, Beecham's Puis, which (if your druggist dots not
skecp them) will be mailed 10 you for 25 cents, by B. F. Allen
eCO., 365 and 367 Canal St., New York.


