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thcy forsa -e the quiet nnd peaccful cnjoyincnts of
home for the more exciting pleasurci of the dancing.
club andi the bill-rooai. Tlhere, tht rules af cliquette
not being so strlctly observeti as aniongst the classes
they aeek ta liiiitate, libcrtics arc used whiciî tend ta
derary tlirit self-rcspcct andti nodesty whlcli are
amongst the falrest orrnaments of the fealai c.haracter.
These, andi other tecreations of a kintireti kinti, mecnl
away tire prec-ous bours %vhich mighit bc mare ativan-
tageouisly andi profi:ably spent, nurse a cravlng for
unhenltlîy excitement, andi break up the social inter-
course of the home circle, thius lending ta another
pernicious evii- the keeping of Ints. Iours. No one
can pass aioiîg tire streets nit niglit iitnut bcîng con.
vinced lîat in regard tai this inattcr fisnêly govarrnient
must bc vcry lix. At that bout ivien public lbouses or
hotels vomit fotth theit noisy andi oftentiînes insensible
campanles, wve encouniter groups ai both sexes pro.
rnenading the strcts, or standing nit tarners andi
tantes, forgetfui tlint an anxiotis intiier may bc 5iîuîng
ai the fireside aIe nat sati, waitiîîg anti weeping for
their coming. Anti when thecy do return hume, in ail
prohability, thcy tumbie into bed, as thre beast ia lits
stali, without a thouglit af GocI or af toieir immartnl
seuls. These, andiallher irregularitics ai a similar
character, show tirt necessity ai carly moral training,
anti af holding %vith a firun anti unflinching handi the
reins ai famiiy gavcrnnîent A Wo1UUNîoAN.
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(Cotiduded.)
Thcy tell us that bishops, prtsbytcrs andi deacons

are essential ta cvcry congregatian (adi. Trait. 3.)
The bishop is not ta ncglcct thc wvitowvs ;lit is ta as.
semble the congregation ficquently anti seck iter ail
by nane net despising male anti femnale slaves (ad
PolycarP 4-) ; the bishop offers up tire publi. prayers
in the cangregation ; the bishop anti thc presbyters
convene tirc cangregation ;ad Epheb. -zu) , nothîng
can be tionc in the Church without the bishiop tati
Trait. 2.) ; without hini it is not iawful eithier ta bap.
tize or celebrate the Euc.hiarist, and, wherevcr lie
shall appear there, tire multitude is ta as3emble (ati
Smyrn. 8). Each bsshop then had but one altar andi
ont congregation. WVhat diocesan of the prescrit day
coulti perfari ail these duties? Yet thiey are just
%vitat thousantis ai Presbyterian pastor-bishops are
performing weck by wveck. Thcy are purcly pasto-
ral duties. In ail the seven episîles wc finti nat a
word about confirmation or urdination, anti nothing is
affirmeti af the bishop that is' not perfcrly ccnsistent
with the strictcst equality betuccn hîm anti the lires.
byters. Indeeti the favourite camparison af Igruatius
is wiîh the Sanhectirn, the presbytcrs hein6' the mcm-
bers anti the bishop tire president, an il ats %well known
that no distinction ai tant, obtained between thc pre-
sidentofaietSanhctirim.tnd ilsmenîbcrs. Wliether,
then, tht evidence of the Ignatian cpîstles pertains ta
the first or tht third century, tluey testify simply ta
presbyter-bishops.

The writings af the retilaining Apostolic Fathers
contain nothing pertinent a aur subject.

It is impossible ta overestimate the value ai the
eviticace here atiduced. These wcre men who licarti
the trutli from tht lips ai the Apostles, wlio tverc liv-
ing during tht organization ai the Primitive Churches,
ivîro had tioubtiess rectiveti nany directions oraliy
wlîich have flot bcen preserveti ta aur time. Sa far
as uninspireti tcstimony is conccrncd tlis is ai the
vcry highest ortier, andi moreover being unwittingly
given wvhen writing an subjects only remately refer-
ring ta Church gaveramant, indicating what was the
condition af things acquiescet in without question, it is
dificult ta conceive what stronger argument couic! bc
framcti. Il is, moreavcr, aIl the ev;dence ai a caa
tc.mporary charactcr that cao he abtaineti. Not ant
word romains ta us front amy writer ai the first cen-
tury, noir is il ever-aiter hinteti by amy ane that such
titi ever exist, which contradicts the united testimaay
ai Clement, Polycarp anti Ignatius. Have we flot a
riglit thon ta clam that, seeking aur principles in the
Word ai Goti, we find aurselves walking in thetI aid
pathsl» af t'le Apostalic rathiers% anti the "gooti
way" I the primitive Chu rch ?

The cliain of Apostolic, or more properly of Epis.
copal, succession lacks then its first links. It is not
enough that the naine Il bishop" be founti. Tis

title evcry minuster of the Preshytriaai Churcli
laims. lie only is a bishop Ia tht anedivevai anti

modern seaise of thte word, the sense contendect for
by il rutvocattes af the divine right of eplscopiacy, wlio
passasses tile exclusive power of confirmation, ardu-
nation anti govcrrnmcnt. Tire question is rcally dia.
cesait 'e rsit parochial cpuscopacy. I>resbytetians do
not ticny that in the cariy Church one presbyter pre-
sideti spnrnus 1,11r pire,, "lutre mnny are equal
in dignîry, ont anly can occupy the firat place"I
tCicero, I>ra MNurana), but wa deny thuat lie occupicti
this position as being oi a Ihîglier artler, anti execut-
ing, jure ilivsno, luîghcr funictions. Sanie i't ers
eageriy seize upon almost cvery scntence in whlcli
tire word Ilbîshap " ccurs, anti then exultingly ex-
dlain: Il ere is tire gemn ai wlîat rc aire defenti-
mîug."1 I maitrs flot ta thetn whiether tmr.ir auttuor
drmies the funictions ai tht episcopatc or not, the
natne is sufficient, anti then they turn ta us and
solemniv rctnind us of Korah, IJathuan anti Abiranm.
Iont woulti tlimnk,» said jarnieson, Ilthat, rit the

beginning, they pîcati only for as gond ns nothing *
and that the thing thev woulti have is no bigger than
tire clouti whicb was like a man's hasit - but lifter-
ward the whaic hecaven ai the Kirk ai Cati is black
witm it" (Sum. ai Ep. Cant. 186). Only by somne
sucli process as this can the unbroken succession of
bi.hops be establishet. Marc unstabie than a pyra-
niti resting tipori its apex, Il is a superstructuîre with-

out a faundatton. The language of Macaulay scarcely
mlisrepresents the dubiaus cluaracter afi daims rest-
ing tapon sucli a shintowy basis. "'Tht arguments
against it are infinite, the eviticace for it ahsolutcîy
îuothing. Iltrests not upon onc tiaubtful assertion,
but upon fifty, anti when these are compounded ta-
gether, according ta WVhatcly's rcpc for gauging
the fnrcc ai argument, it tiefles the powcr ai any cal.
culus inventeti by man ta teterînine the ratio afi m-
probability. We cati imaginue the perplexîty af a
presbyte' c.ast in daubt as ta whethcr or flot hoe has
ever liat the invaluable 'gift' ai apastalîcal succession
çonferreti upon bri. As ilhat git us neither tangible
nor visiblt, the subject neither ai experienc nor cari-
sciousness ; as it caunnt bc knowa by any effects
produceti by it tfor that mystericus effucacy which at-
tends the administration ai rites at its possessor's
hantis as, lîke tht gîit that qualifies hrumt ta administer
tiiem, alsa inviEible anti intangible) lie may imagine,
unhappv man, that lic has heen 'regenerating 1 in.
fants by baptisa%, when lic lias bren simply sprinkling
them with %valtr. « Vhat as tht unatter?' the specta-
tof aibis distractioa miglit asIc. 'What have you

]ost ?1« 'Lest, wouid be tirt reply, 1 fear 1 have lnst
niy apostolic succession, or ratlier, miy mnisery us that
1 do flot kr.ow and cannt tell v'iîetlier 1 ever liati a
ta loe.' Il is ai no use here to suggcst the usual
questions, 'When diti you sec ut last V ' Vhea wcre
you last consciaus ai possessing si i' What a peculiar
property us that ai wivhch, though s0 vahuable--nay,
on wvhîch the whole efficacy ai the Christian ministry
dcpents-a man lias no positive evidence ta show
whethcr hie cver hadt it or nlot ; whicli, if ever con-
ferret, iras canferreti without bis knowhatge, anti
whîdh, if it coulti be taken away, ivoulti stili Icave
hum ignorant, not only when, where anti how the
theft was committeti, but whether it hati' ever been
committeti or net? 'Tht sympaîiuizing frienti niglut
prabhy reminti him that, as hoe was net sure that hie
bad ever liad il, so, ftrhaos, lie stili hat ilj without
knowing it. 1 Perhaps" h1le would reply. 'But it is
certainty I ivant."'

Resting securely upon tht Word of Inspiration, re
finti ourselves in liarmony with the consensus ai the
ancitnt fathers, tht reformers of the sixteenth ccntury
anti tht vast body ai evangelicai Christians of to-day;
we arc able ta clasp in firsternai cmbrace ail wha con-
fess the name af Christ, anti iii whose Church tilt the
Holy Ghost, tht Spirit ai Truth, manifests His power,
by îvhatever name thcy may bc calieti, by whatevcr
tertrs they may designate their Church ruiers, ant ian
whatever foris they may offer the sacrifice ai broken
anti contrite hearts. Reaching hack thraugh the ages
ino the misty past, svith an historical contîauiîy as
unbroken, a Church hife as venerable, anti a faillt as
pure as that oi aur sister ai Englanti, we; ton, dlaim
the ancient B3ritish Church-thc Church af St. Ca.
lumba anti St Patrick, ofithe Cultites anti tht Loi-
lards-as aur ancestar ; nor do we finut the chain ai
ber preshuterate broken tilt wt reach tht flrst twelve
s.ent forth by aur Lord Himsehf.

Glorious Chtirch ai out fathers, shal ive not lova
thec, tiuou innther of saints anti heroes ;î Agannl
thuc ln timy narthiiornen the kings ai tire carîlu set
thiemselvcs, anti tiroir rîîlcrs took counscl tagether;
but the ngel ai the Lord ençaiuuped about thee, ntut
delivercd thee. Tîiotgla the ire' nn the sworti have
robbed ther af thy chiltren, çnd the wail of thy ex-
lied sons andi daughtcrq has pierretire htarts aven
of tiroir perseculors, yel tîmnu standcst ta-day in tiue
van ai tirt Churches ai Christ, thine lueart tentierer
because ai tl'y sorrows. andi tiy faitli purer becaus-t
ai thy canflicis. Vas' ie Inve thce with a loic
stronger thait teath tnt because thinc beneu is
crownoti witlu hoary tecks, anti hecath tluy iurrrwved
brow flashes a kec» t'ot tender cye ; nat heciu,,e thy
lips have cver spaken ta us, in duiiduuood, yotuh anti
aId age, warda ai trulli anti swcctest lave ;not be.
camusc tire siuadowv luants ai dentr ailes <lcpatd in thy
faitli hinti us ta thec even a-, tlicy bint u,, ta liaven
itsei but hecause thucu art living auow ivitii tire lit
ai Christ. Thine is a lite which knaw,9 no aging, for
il caimes ta thret, net threugh a c hannel emghiten huit-
dret years long, baut tiircîly troam the indwvelliiig
Spirit ai Gaod, him wl'in now, as ai aId, bits thec
stparate cadi l'nul anti Ilaruahas hy haly ordination
ta the îvark ta whicli Hc lias calleti them, anti sho
quickens every bountiing pulse ai thy liue 'with I-is
vivifying presence. WVc love Thce hecause, îvith a
litart large anti loving like tluat ai the Master, Thiou
weccest as brethren in Christ anti laonourest as truc
priests ai God, aIl, wluo being calleti atiru HoIy Spirit,
prcach His truth anti minister in holy tiugs, even
though they walk net vilî thec or scarn thy irater-
nity. Inoane word, vie love tuc Church 'f our fathers,
because, with lier sister meanhers pi tht Gentral Alli-
ance. she passesses the apostolic order, tire apostolic
discipline, tht apostali- faith anti tht apostolic
charity. _________
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MnED11TOR,- Jo a ret-ent issue a letter appearcd,
signet Il L-tyman," an tire above subject, anti cantain-
ing mu-hi for us Presbytcrians ta ponter ovcr. I iras
about atitressing yen an the question %vhtn this letter
appearet, anti as the writer hopes the subject will be
iurther ventilated, 1 will not îvithhohti îy views. Na
tioubt aur Preshyterian service has betai much im-
proveti ni tlc years, yet there is great neeti for more.
Sermon% ai onei heur ant rver are things ai the past.
Our communion service of tlire or four bours %vas
matie wearisome, but is nowv brouglit ivithuin tht time
aflan ordinary Churdli service. The service ai ta.day
is a decided impr<>vernent; anti greatly appreciatet.
The Pueshyterian %vorshipper lias no opparturaity ai
taking an active part othier than engaging in, thet ser-
vice af praise. WVhy shoult ie e at be able ta respond
anti take part in the Yearling ai the Scriptures? why
not have feoas of prayer suitable ta variaus occasions?
How useful this %voulti be a-t the ortiinary prayer meet-
ing, dispensing îvith tiue calîs upon the brethren.
WVhv shoulti silenre reign tiuring the taking up ofithe
ortinary collection, in place of the orgarist, chair or
precentor p!.%ying anti singing the psainm or hymn
that is next ta be surig turing this uninteresting in-
terval ?

Why shoulti ve net have a service an Christmnas
Mernîng, a day rccalling the great cvent of tht birth .
af aur Saviaur ? Reference is nuade by "Layman '*
ta the cry IlKnox, Knox," ivhen niany k-now nar
vihat Knox titI. 1 uvih att ta lis remnark: a portion
ai a lecture hy tht Rcv. Dr. McGregor, given in St.
Giles, Etinhurgh, in i88r, bcaring on this subject.
He said : "Amoiug tire historical facts îvhich it is
neuther ta our credut nor aur welfitrc to forge:, one is
that for the first one huntireti years ai its existence
tht Refarmeti Church lad a richtr anti more varieti
service than ut bas ladt ever since. It h'at i s prayer
bock, ims order for tht administration af tht sacra-
mermis, ils service ai praise with hynins as vieli a3
psalms anti appropriate tunts The hoss af aIl this
Nvas due, not to Scottish, but to English influence.
As time ativances, anti tasta improes, tIent is a
growing tentcncy ta re.turn te the moderato anti en-
ligliteneti views of Knox anti thc carly refornier-.
Whl'ite tht privilegc ai extempore prayer vvilI never be
abandoneti in Scotland, tite ame got mtn in ail let
Churches, anti these the vcry men who have tho
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