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complish infernal results; and they soon began to possess
him like a legion of evil spirits.

1f Shakespeare chaacterized the *“inwvisible spirit of
wine" as a ‘*devil” in the unsophisticated days of old,
when wine was wine, and not a hellebroth concocted of

poisonous diugs, what unspeakable fiends must Jurk i the

grimy botles whose contents, analyzed and explained,
would appal some, at least, of the stolid and stony-hearted
vendors.

Haldane soon felt himself capable of any wickedness, any
crime. 1le became a human volcano, that might at any
moment pass into violent and munderous action, regardless
of consequences : indeed, as utterly incapable of foresecing
and realizing them as the mountain that belches desteuction
on vincyard and village.

We regard ourselves as a civilized and Christian people,
and yet we tolerate in every comer places where men are
transfonned intoincarnate devils, and sent forth to run amuck
in our streets, and outrage the helpless women and children
in their own homes. The naked inhabitants of Dahowny
* could do no worse in this direction.

But Haldane was not destined to end tus orgie in the lurid
glare of a tragedy, for as the sun declined, the muserable day
was bronght to a wretched and fiting close, L nconsciously
he had strayed to the saloon on whose low step-Messrs. Van
Wink and Ketchum had left him on the tncmorable night
from which he dated his downfall, Of course, he did not
recognize the {)lacc. but there was one within that associated
him tnseparably with it, and also with misfortunes of husown.
As Haldane leaned unsteadily against the bar, a seedy-look-
ing man glared at him a moment, and then stepped to lus
side, saying,

“T'l take a few dbrinks wid ye. Faix ! after all the
ltoub’lc yc've been to me, ye oughter kape me in dhunk the
year.”

Turning to the speaker, the young man recogmzed Pat
M’Cabe, whom he also associated with his evil fortunes, and
toward whom he now felt a strong vindictiveness, the sud.
den and unreasoning anger of intoxication. In reply, there.
fore, he threw the contents of his glass into Pat’s face, saying
with a curse,

*¢That is the way I drink with such as you.”

Instantly there was a bar-room brawl of the ordinary
brutal type, from whose details we gladly escape.  Attracted
by the uproar, a policeman was soon on hand, and both the
cowbatants were amrested and marched off to the nearest
police station. Bruiscd, bleeding, dishevelled, and with reut
garments, Haldane again passed through the streets asa
criminal, with the rabble hooting after him.  But now there
was no intolerable sense of shame as at first,  Ile had be.
come a criminal at heart ; he had deliberately and consci-
ously degraded himself, and his whole aspect had come to be
in keeping with lus character.

It may be objected that the transformation had been too
rapid. It had notbeenrmapid, Iismother had commenced
grcpa.ring him for tius in the nursery by her weak indulgence.

he had sown the seeds of which his present deeds were the
legitimate outgrowth. The weeds of his cvil nature had
been unchecked when little, and now they wese growing so
rank as to overshadow all.

Multitudes go to suin who must trace thewr wrong bias
back to cultivated and even Chustian homes.

(70 bc continsued.)

THE PREDICTED FATE OF 1HE EARTH.

The Apostle Peter, in his sccond epistle announced the
time when ' the heavens shall pass away with agreatnoise,
and the eclements shall melt with fervent heat ; the canh,
also, apd the wotks,that arc therein shall be burnt up.”
WWhat has modem scicnce to say to the possibility of a
catastrophe such as that shadowed forth in a compar-
atively unscientific age, cighteen centutics ago?  Mr. R.
A. Proctor, writing in s latest volume, ** The Flowers of
the Sky," remarks :

**1tis no longer a mcic fancy that cack star is a sun—
science has made this an assured fact, which no astronomer
thinks of doubting. We know that in certain general re-
spects cach star resembles our sun.  Each 1s glowing hke
our sun with an intense heat.  We know that in each star
processes resembling in violence those taking place in our
own sun must be continually in progress, and that such pro-
cesses must be accompanied by a noise and tumult, com-
pared with which all the forms of uproar known upon our
earth ate as absolute silence.  The crash of the thunderbolt,
the bellowing of the volcano, the awful groaming of the
carthquake, the roar of the humcane, thereverberating peals
of loudest thunder, any of these, or all comlaned, arcas
nothing compared with the tumult raging over cvery sque
mile, gvery square yard, of the surfaceof each one among the
stars.

He proceeds to describe with considerable circumstantial-
ity, two appearances witnessed in the heavens within the
last few yenrs—in 1566, when the tenth magnitudestar (that
is, four magnitudes below the lowest limat of the naked.eye
vision), in the constellation of the Northern Crown, suddenly
shone a3 a second magnitude star, afterwards rapidly dimin-
ishing in lustre ; and in 1§76, when a new star became visi.
ble in the constellation Cygnus, subscquently fading again
so0 as to Y¢ only perceptible by means of 2 xcicscopc. After
noting the conclusions deduced from the application of the
most improved instruments to these observations, Mr. Proc-
tor, whose authority is second to none among astronomets,
remacks :

“ A change in our own sun, such as affected the star in
Cygnus, or that other star in the Notthern Crown, would
unquestionably destroy cvery living creaturc on the face of this
carth ; nor could any even escape which may exist on the other
planct: of the solar system.  The star in the Northern
Crown shonc out with more than cight hundred time. its
former lustre, according as we take the highest possible cs-
timatc of its brightaess before the catastrophe, or consider
that it may have beea very much brighter. Now, if our suc
were to increase tenfold in brightness, all the higher forms

of animal life, and nearly all vegetable life, would incvitably-

be destroyed on this carth. A few stubbom animalcules
might survive, and, possibly a few of the lowest forms of
vegetation, but naught else. If the sun increased a hundreds
fold in lustre, its heat would uoubtless sterilize the whole
carth.  The same would happen in other planets.  Scicnce
knows nothing of spontancous generation, and believers in
revelation reject the doctrine.  Science knows nothing of
the creation of living forms, but believers in revelation ac-
cept the doctrine.  Certain it is that if our sun ever under-
Focs the baptism of fire which lhias affected sowme few among
his brother suns, one or other of these prucesses (if creation
can be called a process) must come into operation, or clse
our earth and her companion worlds would forever alter re-
mawm devowd of hfe."—Sundsy Magazine.

EXPENSIVE PEOPLE.

Expensive people are very often not essentially extrava.
gant, being perfectly capable of economy, and even of parsi-
mony, after a certain himit, fixed in ther own mnds, has
been reached or passed.  They will not hive, so to speak,
upon a thousand a year ; but if they have two thousand they
are perfectly capable of putting away five hundred, their
menfai standard of needful expenditute being filteen hun-
dred.  Men of this kind are runed every year in heaps, and
their friends denounce thesr extravagance ; but they are not
so much extravagant as unable to practise self-denial before
an ideal standard of comfort or freedom existing an their own
minds has been reached. They are not so mucﬂl weak or e
capable as.Jominated by an wdeal,

WVhat is the cure?  ‘T'here is none, except the cullivation
of self-control, the want of which is in tins matier very often
not detected until 1t is too late.  The Loy is seen to throw
away his money ; but that is set down to [oolishness, not ab-
normal wilfulness.  In the man there is no cure except the
strong constraint of circumstances, and to that the spend.
thrift should be left, as to the only benefactor who can do
real good. A week’s hunger m.\f' be a cure, but nothing
shoit of that kind of pressurc is of the least use, and cven
that very often fails. Ve doubt if hunger would have taught
Leigh Hunt, as desciibed by his friends, not by Charles
Dicﬁcns, to keep his money. It is in most of us, we fear,
this spendthnft anstinct, but most of us keep st within
bounds. -

CHRISTIAN GENTLEMEN.

In order to Lienefit men, the behever must be in some
respects like them. e should be cousteous, gentlemanly,
polite, in his intercourse with them.  Paul did not think it
beaeath him to usc language of the greatest respect to Ageip-
pa, and he called Festus ‘‘most noble.” IHe was in the
highest sense of the word a gentleman, and whether you
find him on the deck of the storm.toss~d ship, or in the
judgment hall, or onthe sea-shore with the eldersof Ephesus,
you sce in him the samc self-adjustment to the citcum-
stances of men which won to him the hearts of all 3 and this
he did not for his own sake, but that he might bung them to
the Lord. Now here is an example for us.  Some think, ap-
parently, that their Christiamity gives them a night to set all
social distinctions at defiance, and by way of -asserting their
cquality to all, they treat all with cantemapt. Under pretence
o? being faithful, their ate simply impudent, and under
colour of asserting their brothethood, they are only imperti-
nent.  ‘They have no regard for politeness, and despise
everything like courtesy. \While again there are those in
the wealthier circles who cannot endure the poorer, and treat
them with disdain.  Now all that conduct is utterly incon-
sistent with Christtan pninciple, and shews that they who
are guilty of it have entirely misunderstood the teachings of
the Scuptures. The leading pnnciple of the spintval hfe is
love, and where thatexists there will be genuine courtesy and
kindness. There may or there may not be polish—that is
in itself a small matter—but what ts of far ligher importance,
the reality will be there,  The gentle life will manifest itself 5
and whether he wear the finest broadcloth ar plain home-
spun, the man who shews that will have a nght to

The graud old name of geatleman,
Nefamed by cvery charlatan,
And soiled by all ignoble use.
~—IV. M. Taylor.

REFINEMENT.

True refinement is not mere outside polish. Itgoss deeper,
and penctrates to the foundatons of chasacter. A really se-
fincd person docs not speak or think of what 1s coarse, or low
or immodest. Ier words ate pure and her acts dehicate, As
sensitive as a floner, she does not like to associate with those
who are not clean in life and behaviour.

We have seen perfect refinement in women whose cduea-
cation had been himited, whose opportuntties had bheen few,
and whose lives had been a struggle with poversty and care.
Homely in manner, and not alwayy grammancal - speech,
the sweetness of a delicate nature was visible in all they did
and said, shining as the flame of a lamp through an alabaster
shade. Anid we have scen ladies arzayed in velvet and furs,
ladics of great elegance of acquired art, who were sull so
coarse that one was reminded constantly of the jackdaw
who borrowed the peacock’s plumes.  Along with true re-
finement go graceful ways of conferring favours, ready and
pleasing tact in hclpfulness, and gentleness, which is the
crown of womanly beauty.

Last session it camc to that he appeared in Parliament
with a white hat, a blue neckiie, 2 pair of really well-
made trousers and one lavender kid glove.  He was never
seen with more than onc gloves he had probably drop
the other, after being carelully <tessed at homeand sent off to
the House.  This appearance created great sensation, and ke
muntsined the disguise for ncarly a week.  Then he gladly
got tid of the new clothes and returned to the familiar gar-
ments which date back **a-many years ago.”

THERE is not wmuch of the dandy about Mr. Gladstene. .

Eremist AND EOREIGN ~JTEHS,

Mt ct sichness among the British Troops in Afghanistan.

Tug ex-Empress Eagenie leaves on the 25th of March for
the scene of her son's death,

TAY bridge disaster is attributed in many Scotch pulpits to
violation qf the Sabbath by its victums,

In Scotland the Cameromans are prepanmg to celebrate
the biccenteanial of their church orgamzation.

THYRE is great excitement among the Boets owing to the
arrest of the late President of the Republic for high trea-
son.

PrINCE BISMARCR'S illness has developed into hypochon.
diia, and his death is regarded as a probable event of the
near future,

A RuME cortespondent announces that the Pope has sum-
moned all the German bishops to Rawe to conter upon the
affaits of their respective diuceses,

Rev. Co Cintguy left Queensland in the begianing of
October, after a very successtul visit.  Everywhere he was
receaved with enthusiasm.

PROFESSOR NORDENSKJOL D, the Arctic explorer, is ex-
pected to reach Naples by the end of this month, and the
ctizens propose giving hum a hearty welcome.

Tur Abolition Society of Madrid have placarded the aity
with a petition to the Cortes for the inmediate and complete
abolition of slavery in all the Spanish possessions.

Tite great English work, says the London ** Spectator,”
is 10 govern Asiatics, ane Englishmen vall never do it either
casily or successfully unless they thoroughly understand
them, which is certainly not the case yet.

17 is considered certan that Lord Derby 1s in friendly ac-
cond with the Liberal patty on the question of the Govern-
ment’s forcign policy, and that he will take an attitude of
cordial associativn with the Liberals when Parliament meets.

PERSONS conversant with Russian military affairs do not
thuk that Russia is prepanng for war in the immediate fue
tuse, however significany the concentiation of troops and the
orders for war matenal may be of what may happen tesi
years hence.

Pror. CoLLADON, of Geneva, has improved on the con-
tnvance lately invented in Amenca for enabling deaf-mutes
to hear through the teeth.  For the somewhat costly India
tubber apparatus used by the Amesican inventor, the Geneva
professor substitutes a picce of elastic cardboard.

CarLyYLE, Froude, Darwm, Huxley, Leslie Stephen, and
other Iiterats of distincuion, are on the Liberal Election
Committee, endeavouring to secure the return to Parliament,
from Westminster, of Sir A. Hobhouse and Mr. John Mor-
ley. It is the first time the venerable Carlyle has eversided
publicly with cither of the great English parties.

Tue wile of onc of the St. Johnsbury, Vt., pastors heard
her husband preach last Sabbath for the first time i eleven
and a half years. This was accomplished by means of a tele-
phone connecting the pulpit of the South Church with the
house of the pastur.  The cntite morming service was ia this
way transmitled ; every word uttered was distinetly heard.

THERE isreason to believe that upon the opening of Par.
lament the attitude of Lord Derby in relation to the Liberal
party will assume the character of cordial association, es-
pecially in 1egard to the great question which in the coming
clecrion s to be decided, the question of confidence in the
foreign policy of the Government.  l.ord Derby has left no
doubt in the mimds of the responsible leaders of-the Liberal
party of his fniendly accord and sympathy with thewr oppo-
sitton to the policy of the Government.

AT the Vatican it 15 asserted that the Pope conceives him-
sclf to have reason to fear fresh disturbances in France and
some other countrics, and that, greatly exercised in his
mind by the present condition of Europe, instructions are
being sent to all bishops to do their utmost for the preserva-
tionof tranquility.  Meantume 2 diversity of opinion among
the members of the Sacred College, and the opposition of
certain groups of Cardinals to the policy of the Pope, have
been acquiring intensity.  ‘The Holy Father has pointed out
to them “‘officially " the absolute necessity that, for the
\vcif:uc of scciety, all should support him in his difficult
task.

Frox the Cape Colony there will perhaps soon start an
interesting expedition. Doctur Holub, already known by
many explorations, has formed the plan of travelhing across
Africa from south to north, fium Purt Ehzabeth to Egypt,
with a view to facilitate the culonizatiun of the countrics upon
the route, particularly thuse lying between the Vaall and the
Zambezi.  Dr. Holub has returned to Europe to collect the
funds necessary tu the execution of hus project.  The whate
{w sonnel of the caravan must be composed of twelve travel-
e1s, Tepresenting as many naions, aud their expeases will
be barne by their respective govemments if they adhere to
thic plan which we have indicated.

A JUDILEE volume, cntitled ** Fufty Years of Forcign Mis-
sion,” has just bien wssued, under the auspices of the Free
Chusch of Scotland.  The following {facts are culled from
its opening pages .— Fifty years ago, in 1$29-30, the foreign
missionary enterpatse of the Church of Scotland was bepun
by three men~Dr, Chalmers, Dr. Inghs and Dr. Dufl. On
the 12th of Aupust, 1829, Ds. Chalmers presided at the or-
dination of Alexander Duff to be the first foreign mis-
sionary sent forth by the churck as such; although,
in1360, John Knox had pledged the Reformed Kark
to ‘*preche this glud tydingis of the Kyngdome
through the haill waild.” Onthe 13th July, 1830, the
joung wissionary of twenty-four founded his great evanpeliz-
g institution in the native quarter of Calcutta.  *¢ Ttis not
without significance," we further read, *“that the jubilee «f
our forcign mission coincades with the centenary of the birth
¢f Thomas Chalmers  So ecatly as 1812 and 1814 he
preached and published two sermons, which, on his death 1o
1547, led Dr Duff to pronounce ham * the leading mission-
ary spirit of Christendom.’ "
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