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Foreign Missions.

LETTER FROM REV. JOHXN GED-
DIE TOREV.P. G. McGREGOR.

AxriTeuM, April 23rd, 1857,
My DeAR BROTHER,—

Asa vessel is about to leave thisicland
for Svdney Iavail myself of the oppor-
tunity of sending afew linesto you. Ifeel
thankful toinform you thatthe Mission
families are all well. The measure of
health we now enjoy should fill our hearts
with gratitude to God. May our livesbe
more than ever devoted to His service
from whom all our mercies flow.

We long to hear from home and friends.
Our letters last year were lost in a ship
which was wrecked on her way from
Sydney to this island. The disappoint-
ment, asyou may suppose, was greatto
us; but we must acquiesce in the dis-
pensations of Providence. In the ab-
sence of letters from home there are
no personson this island with whom the
Mission families can associate. Our en-
tire foreign population consists of two
American and one Enghsh sailor, who
reside onthe island are married to na~
tive women, and a few sandel wood men.
—7%hese men appearto value our pres-
ence on account of the protection which
christianity gives to their persons and
property, but for other reasons we are
obnoxious to most of them. I am glad
to say that licentiousness is now entirely

suppressed on this island, and our chiefs
are determined to exert their influence
to prevent it.

You will be glad to learn from my let-
ters to the Board of Foreign Missions
that God scems to prosper bisown work
on this island. The gospel has indeed
wrought a great change among the poor
Aneiteumese. It would be difficult for
you to form any just conception of the
condition in which the gospel found these
islanders. To the common crimesand
abominations of heathenism they added
infanticide, the strangulation of widows,
human sacrifices to propitiate their nat-
masses when they wished pleatiful crops,
and cannibalism in its worst forms. Not
only were enemies taken in war eaten,
but it was cutomary to kill human beings
for food, especially women. Our poor
natives are ashamed of these things now,
and do not like to talk about therr for-
mer customs. But I believe that many.
who have been guilty of all these crimes
are now living monuments of divine
grace, and they admire and praise that
divine power and grace which has res-
cued them from the awful abyss of hea--
thenism. The crown of our blessed Re-
deemer will, I doubt not, be adorned with
gems gathered from among the degraded
Anciteumese.

We look anxiously for the return of
the “John Williams” We rejoice to
know that Mr Gordon is in ber,. but how
sad to think that he comes alone. I



