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Ycur -Allops lit close bclîiîd tire olci veteran, who limps ont of the
'Wav just lit lime to -ave lus wenry cid legs from dangrer, ami rnerrv,
genial Clîristillas t hr'os ils mnagic cluarn ai roti tire cheerful fanmily
cireie. And thiiol rte villies have chnanged, and we iii Amnerieca no
loii-,r heur thîc ltile lnots of* bIînvI alid girls iii their %v'arni caps and
hoods, anid ilîcir uie lj.ik elieeks ani bille biands, sitiging chîeerily
theur rotindclays andaierol, us oi' old, vet we cannot altogetiier bainish
the thiotîglîs %liiichi :le holidiays bring to nulîtid. WVe dot't înalze tire
melkin ring Nvitlî our shmits nl %v on (livistnias Eve. aï was doi yeuu's

ago %%lien tlue oli Sîiap-draguu held flie boaîrds. Aîud wvlat good flua
it 'uits, sou, as thl îmgliiiiig gruips vian round tire table and tried over
and over agaiii t n sua:tel i lie plurnpl raiin l'roin flic blazing fl..unes tllat
Ieail)d anid daiieed iii delighitiîl exciteinent. And then old Snap's
song, too, 'vas liii1 01 (lie seasoli's inifinences:

liert lie coules iwith flanldng hiowl,
Doii't lie iaî.n luake bis roll,

Siiip! Stpl! D)ragon!
T1ake care ymi iloti't Like ton much,
Be flot grecuir i n ymr eltitelà,

Sit>l! Srîaip! Dragon!
ith )lis blie 1ntil lappilig longue

M:uny 0ouîo %illh bu stung,
Suuip! Snap! Dragon!

For lie ~ip~t; aial iliat coiles
Stiatehiitug ut bis feasî of' pilime,

15Sip! Snap! Dragon!
But <il> CIiristmas makes hulm corne,
hou,1i lie, ioku, so fée! fa! fttnî'

Sii! Swip! D)ragon!

Don't 'ce ftear hilut, bu but tuold-
Out !!e giies, luà, fla-nes are cold.

Suiip! Snau! Dragon !"

As ail the ligiets in rte rooi are extingi.liedl, sav'e thic blie flames in
the centre disht, qîlite a wceir i halo is tlîrowuî rounid. and une could
ainnsi fanue lilfl aitiiîg rite ancitait Dritids attending fire-wvorsli*p.

But wluy iiecd %ve rcva-ýpitiilatec th(! îniay, unany Christ mas festivities
of tlue pasi (lut 'ewv re'îain to deliglit tle, prescrit generation) ? WVhiy
need wc go back o ouir elîildlîood's days and speak of tlie Muiminers,
the Chiristmnas truc weiglity n itli gond tliîigz; fromi lainonis Il Santa
Clanis, < Why Nvili l ot liers aud l'atlers, and thitt fanîily nuisance, tie
eider brothler. break iiiisg -liiitîs cleltsioii? What deliglut %vas ex-
perienced thic niglît ief'ore Chîristmaus, wvlien the pendanit stoelkinlg
Sholi(lly pieud 011 m ir inf anil le Ca t hî'ou it e lin le lioku lu thli tue of
that garnient, wratpt'd iu -admiration of SnutaCai atid wlut lie was
gfoill ti g nN ie uis i I's a -rieot i s.i nîc.>h rie bitru iug of t l f:îniu)ti
Io- loi' Yttle," tue lVaih', andt the coutuduss gaines anid sports Nvliich
this day conjured inp froin rite sinoky olden rimne.

Our literatitre lit tItis pcriud is thierefore nece.ssarily ligli-very
muchi s0, in hi;tct. Tire mind lias a monitl's holiday ; aud free froîn


