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WDpenirtg of thip Session.
O UiR Session opened in Erbkine Clitirchi, on thie 4tit

inst. It wvas an oi-casion of unusual interest. 'l'lie
Presbytery of IMontreaI, tînder instructions of the Genierail
Asseîniby, inductud the Rcv. John Scriniger, M. A., into,
the chair of Hebrew and Grcek exegusis. The charge to
the newv Professor %vas dIvlieredl b> the' Moderator, Rev.
R. Campl,.':, MI. A., in te course of wvhichi strong testi-
mon>' wvs borne to thc personai wvorth, ripe schioiaràliilp,
and erninent succcss of Mr. Scrinigcr as a sttîtent and
pastor. He hiad gained hihdistinction in his Alinir
.ilJaier, the University of 'furoitto, and lie liad alrcady
given abundant evidence of his skili and poiver as a
teacher whiie acting for seven years as a Lecturer in the
Colie:gc. 'Ne publibil clse%% itfre Professor Scriniges able
ani lucid Inaugurai address.

The Principal in a few ajîpropriate Nvords %weicorned( thc
Rev. J. W. Dey', M.A, to his office as Dean of Residcrnce.
1-e sp'oke of him as a Goid Medilkî in Arts ami ý Thoo 1
a graduate of iMt-Gili Univursit.ý anid of our oswn Cullege.
He had aiso vainabie cxperience as a Teacher and Pastor.

The number of students this session %vili exceed the
accommodation provided, notvitistzanding the lread-
dition furnished in the David Morrîce Hall, and there-
fore the Principal iooked for stili mnore roomr and c. led
for endowmnents for ail the chairs nowv fotunded and oathers
to bc estab!ishced. Who cars tell what nia> bL annouince(l
in this respdt at the public opening of the Il Morrice
Hall " %v'hich is to take place sliortly. WVe have just now
hecard of a legacy cndowing anothur Sthloiarshîip, but the
name is not yet to be dîvuiged. 'Ne are alwvays giad cf
such incidents, but confess a preference for the way
adoptcd by Mr. Morrice, Mr. E. IMackay, and others of our
liberal benefactors, svho do their generous dceds and let
thcir lighit shine before men in thcir life lime.

A FTER the induction of the newv professor, the Rev.
Principal Macvicar addresscd the large andi at-

tentive audience concerning the prescrnt condition of the
coilege. The Principal alluded to its increasing pros-
perity, and the large influx of nuiv students, but rcfraincd
from an extcnded speech, pending the opening of the
ma£ nificent IlMorrice Hall." The Rev. Professor Scriîm-
ger then deiivered te opening address of the Session
on "The Prophets and their WVork." This difficuit ard
intercsting subject was handied %vîth extreme tact and
abiiîy. WVe have muchi plecasure in submnitting the lec-
ture in full to the readers of the JOURNAL :

THE PROPHETS AND TIIEIR WVQRK.
A LEcTURE DELIVERED DY REV. PROF'IssoR SCRI'%ICR AT TIIE

OP1EXING 0F TIIE SESSION, 1882-3, 0F TUE I'RESIJYTERIAN COL-
LEGE, MONTIIIAL

To most readers of the Oihi Tcstament Scripturcs, the propieticai
lxacks, whili forin about one fourth of te uol, arc vcr Faiy un-
intcUligible with the exception of a fev prin ýg ryigyor
wyrongly have corne t bc rcgarcda Messianie, and %Nhich tlc pious

iaistiîî.t ait dite clîuîdli as seized salai for I)lbîtri or~( ediiction, tlîey
.arc îîraeîcaIIy givi al~ la Iîopealt!,sly out'ire, andl eonscqutiitiy tihe>
rc-.sxîtc far le,. atttttzutt I!ianibey îebî-î'c ioîh1 trois? niîiî,cr. aind
prolc. 'l'ie c.ui of titi.. oiisctlîny are fliat very far 10 scck'. In the
I*irst place îiicy ire tatisrally morte or ksobbcure becatt.e of their
pocie ý.iruti1 ami forî; %al the lIiiset pocîry i. aiways ob..cure.
.Ntitiier nSîk.cr or ;î'eîlic seuli vîed ni) their meaîing tu the
itlie reati.r, oI s' iiirily tu,ek to %%lait% aoa.,y a vant hlir'in tîteir
pcriiI. Nor %% iii the înîîplieu oîf the old Te.îament. Tlicy intist be
sîîiîdc, andtim îlîcarerîîlly, or lth> uif lConnaisse tg lc thec despaîr of
le 100', , si lthe clitîrch. U îiif rtuîîa.tcly lts: Jîîiiut.uiîy ol' sîîîdlyisg thein

lias ce vury greaîtly aggr.ss'.sîv.l llîlîtllo by tle defclcts or olur Iîgi
5er.t",i liti is p ile", ,tai (.ict.)ry lure thita Ill any ollier Ipor-
lion or the Btble. it "s tu lie Iiopcd tlit wlien tii,. rt:sised verioi of
ste Old T1esiniut a meu ,naster, seil be coiisiderabiy iiproved In
titis re.p)CCt. Anloîler ca11se of QCitlrîl> it bue foîîind in thec fact tluat
tlle',c I)ooksý nrc îlot arraiîged ini elronulogical order, luence iîhey are
api t0 lic uttcriy dusi0caci (roma site Iiirical circtitaiitce' lat uai ve
rig:1 t i. 'l'ie mottis( e hut 1pruînjlttîl tiîvii ib ignorcId, naalJ lie>
'Ire r,-adi ira ant ulteil > false liglît. Tii' uiefct of arranigement is vite
ssiicli ne liae ilitrited front ie 1 lebrcew Canon, ani 'probahîly o iii
never Wc ,et riglut iii any ier,.ion iniriîded for comnini use. Induti
we c 110t -to inmî a >ist:oi tuii si riglit ini esery cae. Mîicl of ste
crktteai di ii.si.t bJ, l es &ina lillois tii ery tquestioni oftlicir
diait atJlial occaioin. Maiîy points mitot lie admitted 10 i>e
suifl tî,lotftti, andiisi t le irer sel a re.si, il seoutît larglly l'e Wsise 10
Ilil'tir) an.rr.tîiîgunîcntln t Ili a, Lecoine vçnural,lc front ils great an-
liiiity. ltut il ooîi)Il le seil if solle alc«irait coulai bc deviscîl for
isiîg ut the luîîuiar nîiltuf l .a inrd.i suitictlatiig like.i an a ui îte

jîlea ..f tih.,eioiliia ortierr tllie..e prouîIliei booksaiu flîiî
iutg thcteissuo cc: r relation tu dite ptaraiIl hi.story. Uniîtl tii ii
dunle, tlit:re is iiteser lakciy tu bc aîîy lit,'iir dcgs-ce of isiîciiguit apî.
preciatiosi of Ilîcîto ians lthat sei noi uforttini.ttey prcvails.

Uiidleri yang titsý ignotranîce of ste iîi'.torical ,cttiig of prnîîlîcy,
tiiere i', iiose,.sr, aiioîthur catti. for liiuctiîty, vîz .a conmnun suis-
appreiiiioîî of the piosition svich seas fîllual I'y the prophcts in the

Je C.lîUtuircli, angt of t murk olîtt.h îiîy ocre ,enit t0 purfurto.
Tiierc is a îoiislakc as, l their ob)jçctq 1 ia as to their point of view
sihich i naîirily p)reecitîs froîm seîîîg Osîcar svnrk ini as trtuc relations,

anI rlret:c;ng ils truc salue. 'l'ie co nnii itlca currct amoîîg sice
mas o! Clristiait people is lt ,ai lhe greal distinctive fealîtrc of iis
mun oas titir puoner tu I)rç:tlict titi future, tiat their chief work oas
forctelliig tlie courbe o! çvoul in I',acttl andl surrounîing naîiorv.s es-
pecîaily dit: coming ofi lie Mcssiah, and Sisal the chief valle o! titeir
serittllg% as lai ftirnibla uî 'an a1rgumecnt fur 11in îspiration o! the Seripturcs,
asitl for site truth o! the Clirisîtan religion. 1'ropltecy, il the poptilar
mina, is sîîîîply synonymotîs svith preuliction, and as the lime for lthe
fuiititî v! ail, or neariy ai, dit: lureiitîiuns has, Ioiîgsncc p-.ubd t'y,
almiost the only jîlleresl- takcn in t sein is to show îthat they hanve baera
accurately fttliiiled. Now thure van be no doidît tuaIt there is an
element o! insitia in tii jopitiar view. Tblc books> of te propltets do
contaifi prediclions, andI mtany of Iliuem. They dû fîîmish an argîtîneit
for the liltiration of!Seriîtitirc, as miait), of Ilicin aie of sudi a Landu as
10 stiîîw a sulpern.tlumi enrgin, and he>' do hclp tu prove the trulli of
Chrisîliity. But wiie tiiuy lîrovîîenlatily serve titis purpose for us
aivs(laiute Cvîdezît tat titis cainot have breni Ihicir own idea of their
wori, or the olbjeet tltey bail i viewv. Tû represent îhen tu oretmIe
in tii svay is 10 change their frot and marslial Oster ait ist an eneiy
qîîite iifurcnt froin the one îiîey werc actîtaill sent 10 incel. And tile

quesýton tlI reitains, uht wre tîtee Iri.slctiiois mucant for, and wviat
ilac dit] îhey htave in titeir reai worl. ? W~e mutî Iry'aitd put ottrscils

asfras possibile ini tliir place, and sec tlieir seork as îlicy saw it tlicmi-
Sel ves.

Tie simplest way la do titis is perliaps ta 1ook int the origin anal
Ilt,-,ory of the order. Tait ilîey dliti eoisti;ulu a suparate order andI fi
ait1 fliku %siticît %vas prelty seeli nitIver.toug ., liiotîgit Iirps neyer very
dlearly deliîîedl, is tlkrabiy clear front the tny Illusion% to tueni in
tbe itistorical books. It îs truc ie i nl>iredI Itropliels, as wce cousit Iliut,
nutmber oitly sorti sixtecin, andi as tiiese: exleîtd >Ver a pcnioai of aboust
450 YeaIrs, it miglît seuin as îlîough there could iiardly lie more than
one ai a line ia tiller jutili or Israel, anai lthaI tiîey %vouilul therclore
stand isolitt andl alune, solitar>' igtire,. in socicly, dil,ingui'hed froim
oîiiers only ty te fact that îiîcy recceivcd revelations froin ieaven, and
laoungl lu caci thiir oniy t'y the fzact that îbey spuke ai God's namec and
delivcred soitîewvliaît unwdIcome messages t0 mten. ]lut ila reality the e
insio)regl propliets werc oîîly seed undividîtals ouI of a large ttuml.'r
of mnen seho held the saine office and seent t'y the aune naine. Frequent
allusions arc mnade to thein as formirig a numerous body. Some idea
of tlîcir number may bc gained from the statuments tat %vhn Jezcbel
persuculed thein in Israel Obadiah hîid a hundrcd of tbem, from hier in
caves, andl that a feuv ycairs later Aiîab iad no diffîculy in collecting
fotr hundred of thein togulter ai one lime. In more auspiciaus days
their nunîburs %votîld be proportionately muci larger. But îlot onl>'
%vere lhcy mimerous. Tltey becum also la have becen pretly lboroughly
orgaizcd aid lu have forîned a sort of guîld or fraIeraitty, with certatn

wclkonplaces asi thesr lîeadquartcrs, %vhere tbey hand houses an
conmun anîd aIe logecther. WeVI find such for example at Ramait, Gil-
gai, Btctl and jerîcito; andi i is quite likel>' there were otîters. We


