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t have been scen to pass vver her counte-
and there was certainly a slight acces-
of gaycty inher manners—so thought Ca-
ne—when directly aficrwards she mvited
accompany her to the apartnent of the
young Prince. Henry immudiately sent toas-
hunself that Prince Janes wasinlusown
, and then, instead of visiting his infant
@ as was his custom at that Lour, ke tovk
b’!:bmmily to spaak o Sir Anthuny Darley
relgtis ¢ to the prisoner, and caution humn tokeep
& strict eye upon his movements.
uefier cral cvenings afterwards, as Joanna Bean-
r”‘f‘i was passing from the Queen’s apartment
h“'f"' own, she was et by a person whum
d.d nut recogmize by the imperfeet lighe,
wh in passing her b];.',pl d a picce of paper into
merhand. When arrivad at her chamber she
yamd 1t was a nute addressud 1o hersclf.

5283 £ the benevolence of your heart has led
peg. o fecl the least mnicrest in the fate of the
adhappy Prince who is a prisoner in the castl.
epa:r 2t cleven o'clock to the litile wood,
h skirts the royal gardens on the cast.—
Leldv Hester Darley, wife of the Prince's keep-
m-who will not betray the confidence repused
n.her, is willing 1o accompany you. and will
afl-at your apartments for that purposeat the
r proposcd.  Thmk of the cighteen years
which he has passul i capivity and eadle, and
rour heart will not permit you to refusc.”

)2

Frembling with 2gitation, which had in at
po¥e of plcasurc than of pain, she scated her-
plgby the tablg resolved to consider the mas-
#cooily and deliberately.  Buat how could a
mamg and lovely girl think thus upon a sub-
setwhich afforded such scope for imagination,
wmance and sentiment, when her love and

were 2lready so warmly enlistad as re-

cd the Prince. Excry objection which
mescnted itsclf to her mind was overcome by
» pawerful pleaders and before the arrival
r special hour, she bad fully resolved on
iring to the wood.  Entwining a fow rose-
pgs whoch iad boen hept fresh inavase of
et with het beautful hair, she 2ananted the
:al of Lady Hester Darley. Soon a Light
was heard at her door. It was Lady Hes-
B and siipping on a short silk cloak with a
, witch she drew over her face she gave
hand to her conduciress, and they proceed-
vith hasty and light footsteps along the
wor. At the extremity of which Lady
BBt 7 unloched 2 doot winch admitted them
AR m07e pitsate passage, and here not a sohe
I lamp was burning to culighen thar way,
A they dase 1o fake onr Liet gt should
m tirough somwe erevice or flash through
Be window o1 door. Bat they were oo

fannbiar with the way to be bewildered, and m
a few winutes they found themselves mn the
vpen aur. Although the beams of an uncloud-
wl moun Lt up the heavens with a brillisncy
Lttle infenor 1o the hght of day and wreathed
with sdver the nipples that broke over asmall,
irregular lake, which furmed a beaut:ful boun-
dary to the garden for a short distance; the
shadows of mght Iay heavely on each leaf-em-
bowerdd covert and flowery recess, so grateful
during the noontde heat. Often did they cow-
cr in the decp shade of some coppice as they
mistovk the breeze murmuring among the
leaves for the whispers of a human voice, and
more than once they sarunk back with terror
as sume bouga swayed by the wind cast its
shadow across their path.  As they entered
the wood, Joanna drew more closely to her
companion’s side, who led her to an opening.
A man muffled in a cloak advanced to meet
than.  As he drew near hie suffered the folds
that shrouded Ins face to fall, and at the same
time taking off his cap he revealed the features
of the Minstrel.  The moonbeams fell bright-
ly on lus high and noble brow, round which
Ins dark and waving hair Juxurianily clustered,
and the somewhat haughty cxpression of his
handsome mouth was now softered by one of
the mmost melanciholy and winning of smiles.
As shehistened to hus deep musical voice breath-
ng cloquence and\ poctry of passion, she re-
memberad not that he was a capuve; she for-
got even, that could he by any chance regain
tus ibesty, he might claim 2 crown—she be-
hedd only onc of thenos: fascnating and noble
of men, to whom she felt, a prude m yiclding
the whole treasure of her affections. The
Prince taused his cyes ta the sweet biue sky,
which scemed spread Iike a baoner of love
over ihe apemng where they stood, which at
this hour was as siient and appeared as lonely
asif:n the heart of a deep forest. It was the
first tince for wmany, many vears, that he had
stood in the opeit air watl none near to guard
tum, and by ther presence remand i of lus
bondztec. Caliner and marercflecuve thoughts
suceecded the delirium of joy wiuek h: felt at
finding that his love was reiurned.

“Ta what ead.” thought he, - should T scek
to link the desuny of this lovely aad imnocent
gl with mune, save tomake her feel the weight
of the chains which are daly dragging me to
the carth 7" and e offered 10 rclease her from
the pronuce whick he had sought o obtain
wiih v much anlor.

She ropled—* Wisic my heatt is vours, my
prtomise ramams. When 1 ake t ook the one,

S5,



