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ming pitcher and the virgini earth which ber careful hands bring to the
greenhouse.

Carry this saine principle, into your religion. Do yen pray vitlî your
lip8 for growtb in holinesa, growth ini heavenly-mindeidness, growth iii
apirittual 8tantina? Thon to, the work of clean8ing the lieart-field!
Thon to the putting up of the tares of covetousness-the johnswort of
pride-tlie netties of selllshnes-the briers of deceit-the overgrown
biirdocks of sloth-and the seed-scattering thistle of unbelief 1 Pull
theni by the roots. Give your inward luste no quarter. Keep ne terms
with thei. Make no compromise with somo darling sin to sprout and
grow unobserved iii soute back corner of yeur soul-garden. Clear out
every weed, in order that the seed-corn of godiuess inay- have the fuil
streàngtli of the affections and the energies te miake it grow. Watcîî over
duiat precious seed. Water it with prayers and poniteiîtial tears.
Strmigthen it wvit1i Bible truth. And as you pray for tho growth. of
heart-piety, let no indulged lust, no pet sin, harboureci in secret places,
prove your uttered prayer te be anabomination in the sicgbt of teal
senrching Ged. IlIf 1 regard iniquity i my heart " (that is, if 1 ding
te it sînd elherisli it> "lGod will not hear me." Nor wvill the Lord of lholi-
neeRS answer wvitli a Yea wvbat we are practically answvering with a NVay.

2. lÀit us illustrate and apply this principle, ini the next place, te
p>arents who are praying for tlîe conversion of their children. No petitien
is more fittingy thau, this; lin,- could ho more acceptable to God. But
whiat hope have you, nîy friend, for the renewal of your clîildren's hearts,
if you pray in one direction with the lips, and quite in the opposite di-
rection witli the lifel We cee constantly the two antagontistie types of
parental influence. Both are nominally Christian: only one le really
such. The one maan pleada at the altar for the sanictification of bis bouse-
hiold--tliat is sons may become sons of God, and his daugliters inay be
asi polished Mtoites in the temple of Christ. Rie n1akes religion promut-
tent in bis family ; it is visible, legible, and above board. The books that
are breugit, home for the childreu te read, the newspapers that are taken,
tic amusements thiat are chosen, the seeiety that is sought, the aimus in
lifé that are set before those children, ail bear in one direction sud iii the
righit direction. God is not asked by that fatlier to convert, bis effspring
to, godliness wliile ho is doing bis bect te pervert thon> te sin anîd world-
liniess. Nor- is Ced irnplored te convert themn while the parent nses ne
agencies te effleet the longed-for recuit. No more thali the Lord would
I>e asked te restere the sick boy from a typhus foyer, and yet ne physi-
clant called in and ne mnedicine administered. Howv ruchi worso if the
fhtheri, haviuag prayed, that his child ho restored, should fali te giving the
poor bey strychnine or prussic acid in large doses!

Yet professed Christians do this very tlhiug- often in nierais and re-
ligion. Thcy pray for their cbildren'c recovery te liolinese, and thon
poison thoran! Thocy pray for a son's purity, and thon flash the wine-cup
hefore biis cyce. They pray for a daughter's conversion, with a theatre-
ticket in their pockets-a Ilfamily ticket" for the wbole, household 1
rphey go te) church, look deveut, and thon cone home te trifle, te, gossip
-te entertain Sunday visitors at a sumptueus fest, te talk pelitics, te
(Io anything, iii short, but follow up the teatchings of God's ininister ivith


