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GROUP OF GRADE WETHERS, WINNERS OF SWEEPSTAKES, CHICAGO, 1883.
Exhibited by Mr. Geo. Hood, Guelph. Ont.

THE accompanying sketch, by our American arust, | Down Grade, weighed 365 pounds at the ume of the |
represents the five fat grade wethers awarded the | fasm sale, 28th September last, and 15 from an Oxford

Marshall, Field & Co.s” Pnze, at th recent Fat,
Stock Show, Chicagu.  This handsome prize was a-
sweepstake, and awounted to $125 00 cash. It was |
offered for the best five grade wethers in the show

This show was open to the workl. It must bhe:
gratifying to reflect that the great sheep prize of the
American Continent caine thus to the land . we love to
call our own. To preserve win hive-stock story the
remembrance of their achievement. as well as to
stimulate our countrymen to greates effort, and also to
throw light in regard to the inquiry of a furmer num-
ber on the subject of grade sheep, we cuncluded to
have them sketched and to gather facts regarding
them, which are subjoined below.

They were exhibited by Mr. Geo. Hood, of Lsuelph,

Down ram and a common ewe  that s, a grade cwe
with a Leicester foundation.  This sheep, representel |
as lying down in the sketch, was an animal of great!
substance with massive proportions.

** Professur,™ standing on the nght, s a Shropshire
Grade, frum a Shropshire Nown ram and a common

ewe. His weight was 292 pounds.

** Ruhin Hood,” standing on the teft at the top

The weight of Oxford Duwn Grade ** Lord Boyle™
1s somewhat unusual, as the averages at the Experi-
mental Farm (or sume years past have been for the
sheathings - Oxfurd Thuwns, 170 Ibs. , Shropshires,
165 Ibs. , anJ Leicesters, 180 lbs.  Keckoning these
at §ic. per lo. ive weight, and adding the worth of
tleece as given abouve, makes no very matenal differ-
ence n the value of the three crosses respestively. To
scttle the quesuoun as to which s the best cross we
require further expenments, taking into account alse

the cut, 1s a2 Leicester ¢irade, fram a Leicester ram and | the nature and amuunt of food used. We had put-

posed saying m:i~h mure on the sulyect of grade sheep,

who alsv won many other prizes at the same fair |
Uur readers will be pleased to know that three oi!
these sheep were bred at the Expenmental Farm,
Guelph.  Professor Brown has favored us with the
facts given below in regard to them  They were all !
two shears.  tne of them, ** Lord Boyle.” an ¢ xford ;

a common ewe, with a weight of 290 pounds. ‘I‘hei
flecces weighed respectively at the last clip 13, 12 and ! but where su little 15 settled, 1t is safer and wiser to
14 pounds unwashed, with & corresponding value ofi watt for ight than to go on in the darkness.
$1.56, $208 and $1.7t  This, Professur Bruwn‘ =
gives also as the averages -f these breeds at the fagm | Dear Sire - T dentally. th b 2 frend

The other twoof the groop, *Hogg and Davs” |, DAL NS 1 trodenialy, thiough s e, o
were bred by Mr Matthias Kirby, of Armsirong’s |\ hich T ike very much.  If you can succeed mn edu’
Mulls, Uounty Wellington, (nt  They represent a' caung the farmers «f the Domimun to the necessity
cruss of a Scuthdowp ram with Cotswold ewes. | {10 order to provure e stuck ! of breeding from pure
Toewr « -chts about 15t October last, were in ‘ht!hmd males, nstead- of patromzng animals of mixed

. and uncertain breeds, you will accomplish one of “the
neighborhoad of 280 pounds.  Mr. Kuby only fed ot desirabile +hanges in the-whule of agncultural
grain to them frum weaming ume and onward. |reforms.  Yours truly,  CHAS. C. GARDINER.
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Cuartorrerows, P E. 1, Dec. 27, 1883.



