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wonderful facilities afforded by the C.P.R.
for the transmission of mails and passezi-
gers between Vancouver and Halifax, it
wvill make Canada the great, bighway to
the Australian colonies and the isiands of
the Pacific, as it aiready is becoming to
China and Japan.

(To be Contlnuied.)

SPECULATIVE ISSUES.

T H-E war against- this so-called pest of
philately bas brougbt out a great

rnany entirely different opinions.
A collector is allowed to do just what

he pleases, and to get bis stamips wlbere
he can. It is ail right for the dealers and
publisbers to slightly direct the tastes of
the niajority of collectors ; but a great
inany individuals, and ir, miost cases just
the nost desirable ones,' sinmply do not
care to be governed to any degree by
societies or dealers. Happily, collecting
stanips is a hobby that can be adapted to
the niost dlifferent tastes. .We knowv ofr
specialibts in ail lines, and are pleased to
say wve know of specialists in lines that do
flot belong to the fashionable emissions
of the day. Far greater danger than in
these soýcalled speculative issues, lies in
the ircreasing prominence that is given
to tl.ie mTost minute varieties. Do not
think that we wvant to discoura-e careful
study, but even a good thing can lie over-
done. Whiet the beginner sees in every
one of tl'e better class of pa )ers minute
varieties of En-lish Colonies and United
States, brouglit out witb attention to each
detail, lie miust necessarily think that any
other part of the world is flot wortby of
collecting, and as lie does flot care to
'nikt: (if a pleasant pastinie for idie hours;
a deecp study, bie is easily texnpted to

tbohie whiole thing ioverboard. That
is what bas happenied. Boy coliecting
bas fallen off, and after ail tbat is the
future of pb.ilately. Nomïatter howvmany
s32eciailists havefull sheets, plaie numbers
or anything else in a fée-ý cootntries, the
generali7er is Viîe strong foi. ation on

wvhicii collecting bas to rest.
A few words regarding the Olyrapian

issue of Greece. These stamps are too
beautiful for the philatelic fraternity. to
'drop thern. without struggling, and for
tbat reason we presume, says Filatelic
Facts and Fallacies, stories have been
spread about the indefinite circulation of
this issue. No'v comes the information
that the period of postal usefulness of
thesc stan-ps will expire -on October i3th,
of tbis year and further, that one value,
tbe 6o lepta, is now sold out. Strange
facts are connected with this value. in
the 5 and io drachmnai (face value $i and
$2) i00,000 and 50,000 were* deemed
necessary for tbe short period of six
m-ronths, of the 6o lepta (face value 12

cents) only 20,000 copies were issued ;
and rumnor lias it that iiiis wvas flot d'one
entirely accidently, but that some person
of a good bealtby pull wanted, without top
mucli outlay, to corner one value in order
to reap a ban dsome profit. Nevertheless
the set is beautiful. A great many col-
lectors w'ili like it, and no doubt it will
find its way into a large, number of col-
lections. Tie followving quantities ofeach
value wvere delivered to the authoritieý at
Atiens by the Parisian Printing bouse:

1lepton........ 4,000.000
2 lepta..........8,000,000
5..... .8,0)00,000

-0.............2;000,000
.0,050,000

no0 ........... 150,000
1. dràohma ...... 200,000
92 draohmai . ..... 150,000
.5 draohmai...100,000

10 drachmai ....... 50,000

*The issue of the Republic of Cuba, is,
fronm a philatelic point of view, even more
Nvorthless traisl, issued by a governm-ent
that is not in existence, for the.soje object
of raising funds for a st:rugqling body,
powerless for w"bat it is supposed't'o be
miade for- that is, to carry letters. We


