
EËnergy

SCaptnrirng a Statu%. X
SWith Paint, Wig and Beard a
t Work of Art May EasiIy x

XBe Made Repulsive.

In the ecurse of Bmy loug and event-
fui carcer 1 lhave hIe 110110r Of PlI-111
plng 'ari-ous sceîuaîus wvhich hiave
talien a conspicuoins îla(e Ili vria, of
audaclty lu Uic rewords of crime. bût
perhaps lu une of these transactions
tvàs sucli atudatty Ilore proilient
tha-n iu the Incident oft'hie ear goFff
of the Apollo statue' froiti the reside'nce
of Sir Titus Blaydes. Bart.. the statue
In question heixî i- tw %ork of' the
fanions scuiptor Apelles and beung
v'alued by experts ii $2r50.0O.

One evenlng 1 was siiaflug il) ia restau-
rt4nt finishilng au. after dlimier cigar
when a short, fore4glgu tooktîg miat. (lx-
penslvely dressed, cîiic andx sat dowvu
beside me.

"EÈxcuse the Iibert3 1 takie Ili ad-
gressiug you," lie bwg:u eoitrîeously.,
speaking wltb a strong foreigul acenit.
but lu perfect Engllh. -but~ your fanie
bias lndirectly ieached miy en:rs. 1
thln 'k 1 have the honor of addresslug
Mr. 003dfrey Vince?"

"lThat Is nîy 1ai. returned. miiil
amnzed. "M.%ay 1 ask' what you desirc
wlth uIl?"

HIe caine -very .close and, sinklug his
voice, said lu a "lipi I wa. nt YOU
to carry off for xue the Àpollo statiie
froin the blouse of Sir Titus Blaydes
at*Loùg worth Cotirt."'

One glance at tlie card toid meail.
It« bore the name of Count Antonio

¶Delarocca, tbe 'famous millionaire col-
lector of the antique, Whose gnhlery at
Mllan contali i d priceIess glo ries of
anfciefltIaster_. -

'T PFéé-igÎTTÎCÎ your xî:îuî. eouxit. and
sIxill lie glad to be of sorvice to you.
But mnay I ask what consttrailntd Vou
to lix UpoII nie as the lustruinient of
your dlesigns?"

1.chanced to lie present nt your trial
over the Wigmore was. et.- lis you
wviIl renienuber. vou ese pt'd Nvith a
liglit sentence, tlîoughI the ViIlir
shlowed YSO to be an arisî in criliŽ. I
kepI înly oye uponl yoil. toovlg1
olfer you this deIicaîte milssion Iie v
the governuiient no louger 'ird
your srie.

"I shall le <lg tTo (Io .11 In luîy
poweŽr for you eoilii. -but Iiirs~t of at
yvou iius?1 tell nie !il det:îil w'hau Nuti re.
quire (toile."

M'àosî eertziinly," Il(- malfde iitswtter. 4
lie offered ie a cigar andl relit biis own.
"Duiuig the past h.nur yezirs .1 hla ve
miade countless ofl'ers to Sir . lis
Blaydes for his Apollo. the' offers I'î
ma&u througli secret agnsof iulhieý
for naturahl3' the barotiet would flot
part witIî the statue to a rival eolit'etor
Snell Is m1yseif. My lasi. olrer wa.s nlo
less than $250.000, but this ailso was
nulles itatingly rfsc.

H-e .pauised and bk'ev a great cloud
froin lits cigar. Tiieu. Le resuined: -'l
aî... a inan of iron wtt!. and what 1 set
Mny huart upon I always-obtain. Sir
Titus lias pa'oved unatnegxable to fair
menus. 1 -%ilI now assail llm %vith the
only alternative-stratageul. Yes, inere-
Iy stratageum, flot robbery, for on the
day that youlîand over to me the Apol--
Io- statue 1 shall forward him allons-
mously the suin of $250.000. And sou,
mS- frIend, would recelve $2.5,000.
Cornes is the bait sufficiently teinpt-
.Ing?"

Before we parted lie gave me bis ad-
dress in Mitan, for which.pht,,e hie was
leav'ing, on the morrowv, and It was to
tbis address that1 1, was to couves tue.
statue If. iy eftorts poeasecsFh
1 nmas add ýIhat be teft iwltli gae t1he-


