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the ccurse of my lougr and event-
ful carcer 1 have the honor of plap:
ning various sclemes which have
taken a conspicuous place in pny
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audacity in.the Fecords of erime, bitt
perhaps in none of these transactions
was such gudacity more promineut
than in the incident of the carrying off
of the Apollo statue from the residence
of Sir Titus Blaydes, Buart.. tbhe statue
in question being the wotrk of the
fapous sculptor Apelles and being
valued by experts at $2050.0060,

One evening I was sitting in a restau-
rgnt finishing an. after dinner cigar
when a short, foreign tocking man. ex.
pensively dressed, came and sat down
beside me.

“Excuse the liberty I take in ad-
drvessing you,” bhe began courteously,
speaking with-a strong foreign accent,
but in perfect English. “but your fame
has Indirectly teached my ears. |1
think l have the honor of addressing
Mr. Godfxe Vince?”

“That is my name.” l returned. much
‘amazed. *May 1 ask what you deslro
with me?” )

He came very closo and, sinking his
voice, said in a whixper, “I want you
to carry off for me the Apollo statue
from the bouse of Sir Titus Blaydes
at Loagworth Court.”

=1 ‘Fe¢ogniz¢ your nawme. couut, and
shall be glad to be of service to you.
But may I ask what constrained you
to fix upon uie as the instrument of
your designs?” ’

“l.chanced to be present at your tvial
over the Wigniore case, when, as you
will remember. you escaped with a
light sentence, though the evidence
showed you to be an artist in cerime. |
kept my eye upon you., resolving to
offer you this deliciate mission diteetly
the government uo longer roquired
your sei'vices.”

1 shall be delighted to do all in my
power for you count. ‘but first uf :utl
you mmt tell me in detad what you re
quire donie.”

“*Most certainly,”” he made answer. s
he offered me a cigar and relit his own,
“During the past feur years 1 have
made countless offers to Sir . Titus:
Blaydes for his Apollo, the offers bemg
made through seeret agents of mine,
for naturally the barorvet would not
part with the statue to a rival collector
such as myself. Aly last offer was no
less than $230,000, but this also was
unhesitating!y refused.”

He .paused and blew a great cloud
from his cigar. Then be resumed: *l
alu a mun of iron will, and what 1 set
my heart upon ! always. obtain. Sir
Titus has proved unamepable to fair
means. I will now assail him with the
only alternative—stratagem. Yes, mere-
ly stratagem, not robbery, for on the
day that you'hand over to me the Apol-
lo- statue 1 shall forward him anony-
mously, the sum of $250.000. And you,
m¥ _ friend, would receive §25,000.
Come, is the bait sufliciently tewmpt-

. Ing?”’

Before we parted he gave me his ad-
dress in Milan, for which.pinze he was

- —— -

One glance at the card told me all.
It" bore the name of Count Antonio

T

wt -1 | Delarocca, the famous millionaire col- leaving on the morrow, and it was to

'l 1 " ‘lector of the antique, whose galiéry at - this address that I was to convey tae

£t Mflan contalired priceless glories 0{ statue If. my efforts proved.successful. )
ancient masters. _ ... -~ 1 may add that be reft with wme the- . .




