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About Some of our Acquaintances.

The copybooks long ago taught us that there
are "many men of many minds," and our
every day experience enforces the truth of the
statemen.,- that is, if actions are te be taken
as proof of mental states. Our neighbors are
very different froi eaci othler ini many res-
pects, and we propose, for their own and others'
benefit, to point out sme of their differences.

There is one large class, to begin with,
whose member steadfastly refuse te join in
any niovement that proposes to be undertaken
for the public good. Either because they are
too selfish te devote tinie and mxoney te any
object that aims at the good of the community
-too mean tocontribute toanyebjectin whose
benefits they will share even thouigi they con-
tribute nothing,-or because they have nofaith
in any such endeavors, they preserve thoir is-
olated position witl a persistency that seemts
selfishly indifferent or sublimely superior to
the public-spirited activity of others. Bfloards
of Trade are organized with difficulty, kept up
at some expeise, attended at a considerable
sacrifice of time, and exercise an important in-
fltence for go'od on trade legislation andother-
wise; but the iembers of this lass nover give
a dollar or lose an hour for thoir maintenance,
althougli they share in the legislative benefits,
and nako use of the statistics and ether use-
ful information brought out in debate or cm-
bodied in reports of connittees. Wien the
action of the Board is contrary to their wishes,
when it treads on their commercial or political
corn,, vhen it fails te acconpTsh all that
these gentlemen think it slhould, .hen it is de-
cried as uscless, ridiculed as pretcntious, or
delnomnced as the tool of a clique, by the gen
t1emen who bave done nothing te keep it in

the riglt path, increase its eficiency, or pre-
serve its independence. These gentlemen
secem te consider that they have an inalienable
riglit to dictate the policy of such bodies, pre-
scribe the objects which they shall consider,
ani grituible at tlicir failures. It never seis
t cccur te tl:ei that, as tliey have not taken
part in the support of such a body, they have
nothing te say about its management, and no
riglt te giumblo at its delegates and commit-
tees. The assurance with ççlhiclt tl6ày coee
forward as critics,directors, prompters and de-
nouncers of men wlhom thoy have refused to
aid is siiply inarvellous. The attitude these
gentlemen take up towards Stock Exchanges,
hlotel and rilway projects, and other enter-
prizes tliat promise as iucli good te the pub-
lic as te the projectors, still further illustrates
their peculiar methud of slirkiug the burdens
and sharing the benefits of public improve-
ments. The mîembers of thisclassa re invisible
when tli hat or subscription palier is passing
around, silent wien they are reaping the ben-
efits of otiers enterprise, ard very denionstra-
tive vlen failure follows the disinterested la-
bers in whicl tley have refuîsed te share.

Ve are incliied te scold the great najority
of our neighbors for th manner in whiclh they
under-estimate and over-estimate men. It is
tee muîîîch the custon te value them in propor-
tion te the aiîount of talking thr- do at-pub-
lie nmeetings, the frequenicy with which they
get tlenselves put forward as representative
men, and the amo.unt of knowledge they
profess te have on overy subject tliat comes
up for consideration. There could be no
greater mistake thian this, and it is a umistake
for which the newspapers are largely respon-
sible. Many of the muost useful of our public-
spirited citizens, many of those who are the
most active in vorking for the àîlvancemient
of schenies for the welfaro of the comntîîity,
are without the self-confidence and commîîand
of voils that are necessary7 for addressing a
public meeting. Most of the real work of
fBoards of Trade, Parliauents, Municipal
Councils, and Industrial Associations, is not
done publicly by the talkers, but privately by
active and industriout coumittees, anid yet
the speeches made on the iloor are reported
at length in the ievspapers while -ite labirs
of days and weeks are hardly noticed. The
credit is given te the ian who grasps the
facts, arrays thenm in the mnost effective order,
and presents them in flowing sentences, ratlier
than te him whîto lias vorketd weeks in gather-
ing thei. This is not right, and thoughtful
people should not be misled in this way,
valuing words more tna deeds, an hour's talk
more than a month's work, the facility with
which facts are marshalled into an oration
more than the indtustry and penetration witlh
which the facts vere brougiht to light. We
have many qbiet, haril working mon in tlis
commercial comiunity vio are always ready

te sharo in any good wrk, and never nake
speeches 011 any accolmnt, anid v hope the
ptublic vill value themn at their real worth.

There ara mn in this coniitity, including
soume of its imost taletnted speakers and ini1u-
ential citizens, men with peculiar qualifica-
tions te do0 good in the capacity of ienbers
of the Local or Dominion Parlianient, or as
3fayor of the city, who are bltnied by muany
for steadfastly dcclining te becoiue cimdidates
for publie positions. If they made no use o'
their talents as speakers and writers, held
aloof frot public ieetings and public enter-
prises, the blaie vould be deserved; but if
we look into their conduct carfully, we mîîay
find that tliey.are doing more good daily, in
their capacity of private citizons, thau they
could do in oflice. The namnes of soie men
will recur te our readers, miten whosc talent
are ever at the disposal of charitable socictie-,
whose naies are on every subscription paper
that is landed nroutind for religious or charita-
ble objects or the proiiotioni of enterprises
such as the building of railways, hIotels, etc.,
for the jumblie betefit, and it vill be easily
seon that their capacity for good would
bo lessenied by tleir acceltalnce of office. In
oflice, or as candidates for oflice, their bene% -
olence would be interpreted as corruption,
tlcir suavity as bids for votes, and their char-
itable views of religious and othter opponents
as sacrifices of principle to popularity. They
Io a great denl of disintcrested work now, and
will be miissed more when they die than our
officials and legislators, for we are sure of able
successors for these, but can enly hoe0ie for
worthy successors of those.

Auong tlie imlost usefu! men in this and
every other coimlunity are those vho are ac-
tive in organizing companiies for undertaking
ivork that individuals are seldomi ready te
peifoni. These men risk a great deal, and
tleir motives are often miscoistrued. They
have the courage te go ahierd,,generally after
liaving examitned the path to be trodden vitit
mîuch more caution and clear-sightedness than
tlley are credited with, and the mnagnetic
powver of infusing sone of their ovil spirit
ito others. In this vay iwy secure comb'mi-
ations of capitalists that carry forwant enter-
prises of the greatest good te the coimmiunity,
gii ing cmploynent te a large iînmber of mon,
earning profits for mioney thait would have
been idle, and developing tatural vealth tlhmIt
woild liave lain dormanît. Sone of tlios who
condemnu these cnterprising spirits regard
themi as rcckless, and refuse te believe thtat it
is ability and not luck tlit carries theni ovcr
obstacles that appear insurinouinable, while
others recognize ihivîr force of character ant
businless talents and are jealous of tiieni.

Soie men stick to tleirownî business, never
steppinig aside te meiddle with anything elso
nd others tid it agreeable. and prrfitble tu
have several "irons in the lire." The former,


