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ono thing, and so can every ono in Canada, namely,
thattho urand Irunk Railway takes preclous good
caro not to wasto any of out forcests by carrying thom
to our citics as firowood. Timo and agatn, whon the
price of fuel fs up to starvation rates—and whoen poor
ctiizens aro on tho point ot pertshing under tho unal-
leriated soverities of an arctio winter—the railway re-
laxes,and a fow hundred cords aro obligingly brought
to us ovor the line, but, &s a rule, the Company s
oppoted to tho cordvrood businoss, it dues not pay
sharghiolders largo cuough profits, and, consequently,
in most of tho cities of Canada fucl f4 from £0 to 100
per cent. higher than it would be if this traflic, so un-
remunerative and impolitic for tho sharoholders, was
permitted. Tho sharcholder, then, who could only
account for an advance in the price uf fuel by suppos.
ing a rotreat of our forusts, and a fall in rates by an
advance of our beech aud waples had, after all, very
littlo to complain of. He has not studied the yues-
tion, wo advise him to do su before agaln making it a
#round of censure on Mr Brydges.

But this unrcasonablo couduct was not singular
In making vaguc aud vain charges and theu in condon.
jug them, all because, forsooth, it was intimated that
Mr. Brydges was negotlating with the Casadian Lov-
ornment for & loan, or somcthing of that sort the
suarcholders acted more frrativualis. Thuy stultitied
themselves, they showed that they did not beliove in
tharuwa petuiaot cumplaiuts, they shuwed that they

had confidence in Mr Brydges, aud that thoy fondly l

bLudteved that he was the man to help them vat of their
dillicuitivs by nacgutlating pecantary lelp fur them.

a shake of the head, that wo will nover 2co s narre~

faugo f100 built ieading 1nto or out of Turonto., Weil,
wa have no confidonco in tho Judgment of the unbe-
llovers. We expressed our confidénce in the new
theory from the first. Wo bavo heard both sides, and
wo stull bellove that tho narrow gaugo will do as moch
aud cost a great dosl loss than tho broad gauge. Wo
speak, of course, of the proposed lines. Lut wo waut
something more than thoory. Wé want to sco the
line begun. The battlo of the gauges hias boon fought
long enough, It bogan a couplo ot yearssgo. Itiras
Touglit in the prees; it was fought in pamphlets; ft
was fought on tho platform, ‘ud, lastly, it was fought
in tho legislatare, and & stilf fig.:t it was, Tho narsow
gaugo triumphed.

From the first it camo boforo the public in & way
well calculated to napire confidence. Tho statistical
evidenco cduced to pruve that it would be successtul
i tried, was astonishing, and couid not fail to bo con.
vincing, backed up as it was by such mgh and uo-
duubted autliorities as Mr, Buyd, of New Bruuswick,
Mr FEox,of Eogland, Mr, Fitzgibbon, from Australis,
and sevcral other ongincers trom Norway and other
parts of the world where the narrow gauges had been
tried avd had becn found to reahize the fundest aoti-
cipatious of their premoters. The chtef opposition
was found to como frome thoseintorvsted enher 1nox.
1sting or proposed broad gauge ltucs, It wasno won.
der, then, that the peoplo whote s8) mpatuscs are with
tho weaker party aud on the eldo of economy, should

| have buen in favor of tho parrow gauge, and shoutd

Weli, much as wo are convinced that tho conduct and !

speeches of tho sharcholders were at variance, we yot
sywpathise with them. They like tho Proviuce of
Canada, put millions into & great work, and have not
recelved [oterest on thelr investments But, at the
samo Lime, w6 Warn them notto be sangaine of receiv-
ing any such guarantco or help as they look to the
C avadian Government for  We do not say that it is
unpossible under any circumstances for the Govern-
ment to propose such & mearure, but wo do say that
there arv at prezent & must insuperable obstacle in
thv way of thu success ol cuclia pulivy I as all very
nice for gentlemen shareholders to say that if Canada
has any kind ot honesty and common sense sheo wiil
accedo & tho demand ot mon who can be 8o unreason.
able aud Mogical But apart trom the insolence of
~uch rewarks, they pre uot surprising  Shareholders,
whelbier of Uirand Truok stock, bank stock, rallway
etuch, or Suuthern Cunfedoracy touk, have on'y wue
<Hjeetinsicw  ta gat the fr mouey AV [ want is to
£t my money back again,* cxi'almed an Impetuvus
geotleman at the recout mesting, aud he represents
the whle ¢'ase of fortonate apd wofartunate wpacula
t.g Rut fliere f3 thi- J @ircuce botwecn the twey
clasies in all bonn drde aud equitsbie transactions  The
fortunate sharcholder can demand Lis money back as
A right  the unfurtunate sharebolder has no right to
demand his back at all He riked it io the bops of
Vigh ioterest, unforesecn and deplorable clicum.
stances have deprived bim of principal and iterest
In tho absence of fraud, what right has sech a oho to
como forward and eay—* All I want is my money
back again, and you have no kind of honesty unless
you pay me'’ Apd yet an Eoglish Grand Trunk
shareholder bolds such language to Canads at a time
that his Company is said to be pegotiaring with oar
Government for another loan  Surely, then, wo are
right in warning this sharcholder and all for whom he
apeaks, aut 10 be too sapguine in their oapectations.

THE TIME FOR ACTION.
1k umo 138 fast approachiog when tho promoters o1
the narrow-gaugo ralrords W conuect foronto
yith the counties aud lakes Iying North-West ot it on
tucone hand, aud Nurth-East of 1t on the vihier, wisl

|
|

havo sccured sis success thus far by giving 1t the whole
weight of their moral support, But moral support
witl not buud a railway, though 1t 1s tho tirst stop and
& long step towards that ond  To bulld a ratiroad re.
quires moncy—evon it 1t be on the 3it 6in. principto,
and it wo befievo halt wo hear—and that 13 a tair aver-
age- thojundsaretorthcoming. lhocountics through
which the lises will run are sald to havo pledged
themselves again and again to vote supplies and tako
stock, and either thirty or fitty gentlemen bave agreed
amung themeelves out of thuir own means to build
e i st thisty or filty miles. Asa profitable tnvost.
ment, 109 public Wil net bo backward 10 putung their
money toto 1it.  Railroads are looked uron as doubtful
lavestmonts, and, untortunateiy, not without cages,
but there 1s a great difforence betweon the proposed
lines aud the existing liges, the narrow gauge, we
have Leod sulvmnily assured, wili ol Cust, equipment
aod all, more than $lo,000 per mito, the broad gaoges
Dhayve cost tour and five tumus that amount. The latwer
cvuid oot pay dividends, tho furmer ought to pay
usndsumely.  1bey wii, on the proposed routes,
have a carrying capacity backwards and forwards ot
S Luns, Whien cunstsucied at a cust a foarth or
a nlb sy than extsting snes, worked at a propor-
tivnately less rato thanbroad gauges, and carrying as
much freight as tho section ot country thoy will travel
tsrough attuids, and & bruad gaugoe couid do no more
than that—the narrow gauge ought, all thess things
consdered, o yiold a fa fovenae for all tho muney
putinto it.

Of tho two routos, It is hard to say which ought to
be commenced first. The Toronto, Lrey and Bruce
line will open up country in which there s already a
1arge and increasing population, and which, besides,
1s the most fertile region in tho West. The wantof a
railroad 18 severely feit in Groy and Bruce. Farmors
there have been known 10 bring thetr wheat ninety
miles to market. QOae would thiuk that it i3 here that
the first efforts of the narrow gauge men ought to be
directed. To spur them on, there i3 the Wellington,
tirey and Bruoce chartered company seeking to con-
struct 8 lino through the country we have fudicated,
and which, when made, will bnog Grey and Bruco
into connection with the markets of Guelph, Hamu.
ton and Toronto, \Which ever line iine is first begun
and cumpivted wils have an advantago over its nival,
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new, 610C6 e project was rst stasted, the Guvern-
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Thero arc & great many lung hvadid men sa Torunto { vo their freofarms, And oq s sespect tho present

and the Wesiem counties who havo no fasth in the | frecgrant act is favorztle to the settler, for it allows,
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Jak o them ol shu piojegh 4R fhuy e tehs yuu, Wall | gepp Withuqt forfeiing Bis right w §t.  Thys Fopte wiki
G 4 ! 17 th FHos (3 badL

also open up, & falr lumbering country, the traffic in

which would at quoo give the line pormowens work to

do. From theso considerations it would appear as if
both routcs had strong claims on thelr mespective com-

panlos and promoters. We should like to sce them

both commenced withia ashort timo. Thelreuocoess is
a8 undoabted as any project not In being can be:  The
publio are convinced. The companies ncednot hold
any moro meetlngs to do that. If thoy do.they may
weaken thefr work. l.ot them sot to work and balid
a scction of thoir road. Such anovont worldido more

for thoir crugo than innumerablo specohics and whola:
volyizaes of roports.

PUBLIC WORKS.
No. 1.
MONTREAL AND EIKOGBTOK vig UTTAWA,

HIS sccond line of inland navigation extends from
Montreal to Kiogston, passing up the Ottawa
River to Oltawa City, and thence by the Rideau
Causl to Kingston. The total distanco fa 246} miles,
of which 143 milcs are by Canals. Theso are—aiter
loaving the Lachine—tho 8te. Anng, Carillon, Chate
a Blondeau, Grenville snd Rideau, and excopt the
tiret, were designed as military works.

The Sto. Anno Canal was construoted to overcome
the Sto. Anuno rapids, opposite tho villago of tho same
namo, and consists of little more than a slogle lock,
190 feot by 45 teot, with from 0 to 7 feet of water on
tho sills, with a wing dam and guldo plers above, and
a protecuon and guido plor below. A lock was bulit
hero about fifty years sgo, by tho “St. Aundrew's
Steam Forwarding Company,™ but only largeenough
to passa steamer of somo 20 horso-powor, and was
only used tor the private purposes of the company. It
was not tii] 1840 that tho present lock was commenced,
and tn Novemoer, 1843, they were complsted, thototal
oost was $131.467.

The tour military canals were constructed by the
Imporial Government, aud for yoars afterwards man-
agod by imperial authority. In 1843, propositions
were firit made to transfer them to the Provincial
tiovernment, but pegotiations to this end were aut
finally concluded until 1856, although the expenso of
their maintenance was borne by the ¥rovince from
JUctober 1st, 1853.

The Carillon, CLa ¢ & Blondeau and Grenville
Canats, are all comyprised within a distance of about
13 miles, and are respectively 2}, §, aud 531 miles long
The jocks, 11 10 number, vary from 107 to 130 feet in
1ength, and from 19 to 83 feet In width. The scalo of
navigation, and the capacity of this sooto from Mon
treal to Kingston, aro limited by the dimensions of
theso smallest locks, which can only admit vessels of
about 95 teet ta leogth by 183 feet in breadth, and by
tho dopth of the Ridean Canal, which will only admit
vessels drawing 43 feot of water.

Iby Kideau Canal is 1263 miles in length, has 4
locks, 134 feet by 83 feet, of which, going from Ottawa
w haogston 83 & d, and 14 de d, total lockage
446} feet, (283} riso and 164 fall), hasa navigable depth
of 43 feet. This canal, as before observed, was con
strncted by the Imperial Government for military pur
poses. It Is mot properly epeaking, a canal in the
ordinary acceptance ot that term, but consists in the
conversion of the Rideau and Catargui Rivers wto
one continnous and navigablo channel The head
waters of thege two etreams aro within ore mile of
each other, on the direct line between: Qttawa and
Ktogston, and their navigation was rendered practl
cabla.by sundry cuttings, locks and dams. These
latter are 24 in number, 11 of cut stone, and 13 of
wood or clay, are from§ to 60 feet {n height, and are
executed {n & very superior and sobstantis) mapner

1HE RICAEZLIEY AND  LAKE ORAMPLAIN NA.
GATION.

Ibo canais on this Jine constst of the St. Qurs iuck
and dam on tao Richolien River, 14 miles abovo ity
moutb, and the Chambiy Caoal on the samo fivet,
12 miles Jong from Chambdly tw 8t. Johns, and were
designed to overcomo the obatructions in the navigs,

“tton between tho 8% Lawrenco sod Lake Chamgiaio,
and thus afford a conoecion with the United dtaes
system to New lork. They are capable of pasung
vessels aarger than wue Lhampiain aod £rio canasvaa
at present admit. Iheir total cost-to June 89, 1%7,
was 87569,250.

besides thess sarivas canals, lnrge soms of momy
Lavo been expended at varioustimes by the Provinciat
Government to improve tho navigation of the bt

§ Lagrence and jis trpbptagies. 4 hisf among thess o3




