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book, epoke so entbusiaslically; and the passage hat;
been oft.en quoted against the Hudson Bey Company
as proof of he great fertility, and fituesa for Rettie-
ment ci the whole country whieh it devotod to the
fur trade. Of the navigation ani neceesary iînprove-
mente. Mr-. Dason Bay:-

IRainy River IR, bei-e, a streRim of great volump,
itearly aquarter of a mile in width. The Falls <22 88
foet in heigbt) are juBt opposite the Fort. and lrom
<hie poict to the north-west angle of the Lake of the
Woods <a distance of 120 miles, as stated kthe naviga-
tion ia uuinterrupted. There are. however, two littie
rapide on Rainy River, the Manitou aud thie Long
Rapide, occurring about haif way te the Lake of the
Woods, as set down on the accumpauying map The
i-et, wltb a fait of 2 50 feet, bas great depth of water,
aud could easily bie atemmed by a -teamer c f moderate
power. The Long Rapid may bave a full of 3ý to 4
feet, distributed over a distance 0f om- 20 chutei lu
i hie rapid tbe watts- glidee sînootbly, but is in soute
places sballow. 1 think, lîowever, tîtet. even at the
loweat stage of' water, a vessel drawing 4 fest could
pasta. Iu any case, the bottom le of a nature to Il(e
easily deepened, if required. Tho strength ot the
curretit preFeuts no serions ob tacle. as cauoes cao be
paddied up, requiring the use of lte Setting potes at
onty two poitits. At the Manitou thle tow hune lias
generally. to be used. Âny impediment lu these
rspide, tbereore, would besgoeasil v overcome. that 4 l
ii hardly worth eetimatinig, aud, <o ail pract cal pur-
posles. the navigation lu tlîle long reacli may be i-e-
garded as uninter-upted. In my preliminary report,
as already said, before the Waer explorations were
made, lu the country westward of the Lake of the'
W oods. Lac Plat wus suggested se the starting point
otf a road to Fort Gar-y, chiefly becauae it was sup-
posed to be the point whicb woutd involve the making
of the amalleat extent of road. 'lhe Western extremity
of Lac Plat ta, bowever, 158 miles from Fort Frances,
wbiie tbe uortbwest angle, wbich îa now adopteditaa 1he
starting point, la but 120 miles: a eaving of 8 miles
la thug effected lu uavigatlug the Lake of the Woods
Before conoludiiig this part of the' sutîjeot, 1 woud
drsw attention to thet'act that two iocka at Fort
Fratnces, where the fait je 22,88 leet, wouid have the
effect of adding Rainy Lake toi lthe navigable reach
which 1 bave juet been describing, giving 166 miles
witbout a trans8hlpmeut"I

lu the' last section between thie Lake of the' Woods
aud Fort Garry there la a large exteut of swampy
j5ound or morss, aud s good deai of difficulty vsas
turmerly exiîerienced lu tiuding a proper line l'or a
r)ad through it. TIlia was. however, at leithl due,
sud a streteb of ordiusr-y road or raiiwa yof 90 milesl
wilI complote the' fle of communication On Sp.
Froaching the prairie country the swarnype beconie
Iess frequent. This prairie country extt ada for tbirty
miles ou thia aide of thie Red Iiiver. aid <bers ends

erabrnptly like the margin ot a lake, the wooded
sud swampy country contining thence to tlie Lake ci
tain Woods

"lu the awampy sections there are soine areas ol
dry ground and good soit, sud, where the bogs ars
dcepest, they aie iutersected by tow graveily ridgei
wlsich vise but s te-w leet over the' geuceratl)evel. Thesu
ridgea are llrm, sud their direction cani be traced bj
thie beav y growth of wood which they carry Fia
sud level sa tht' country appears t0 be, it is susceptibi
ut being drained. The section moat awamp, aithongi
but ellghtly hîglier than tbe Lake of the W ooda, la a
an elevation of over 300 feet above thés vatiey of* Re(
River, and, wherever a mun of water la met witb, ex
cept lu the lake-like swsmp@, it la seen giiding oî
With a epeed %vhieh indîcatea a auffîieutt fall tom ai
drainage.

Just where the prairie sud woodiand meet, ter
are, lu nome place,., banka of gravel wbich will eveutu
a ly beconie of importance, as suaterial for lormîn
roadways lover tht' soit sud yielding oit of the' plaint
From Fort Garry toi the uorth-west angle of the Lak
of the Woods, a road Ue bas been laid ont, sud Il
practicability provedl by the' fact <bat, for severz
ysare, It was used as a post road sud the mails carnie
oirer it on burseback. Wbeeled vehicles, except i
Verywtwahr a ied rvler r h rir
su "aking the lino altogeelier, itsaverage cot toflori
a firat-clasa road, will be rallier under flan over thi
general average of sncb works.1

Mr. DawsonIs estimate for the' necssary worlcs i
detal ila as I*ollows:

Total Lesgth of Route by Land and Water.
Land Water
Miles. Miles.

Dog Lake Road................ 25
Doig Lake sud River.- .... 35
leiglit of Land Portage . ........ 10

Lac des Mille Lacs & Savane Hiver. 42
Baril Portage .............. ....
Baril Lake..................... s
Bruie Portage .................
Wludsgooslegoon........... ........ 12
Frencb Portage............... 2
Kagaaaikok........................ 15
Deux Riviers.... ................. 2
Sturgeon Lake ... .. 27
Island Portage ................
Nequaquon ...................... 17
Nequaq non Portage....._ý. ....... 2
Nameujan Lake................... 10
Bare Portage ..................
Rainy Lake ........................ 46
Fort Frances......... .........
Rany Rlv. & Lakte of tie Woodse... 120
Fort Uarry .................... 90
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Tue; probable cost of oprniug tbe communication
lu the wav 1 have proposcd, lrumn ,ourdaiîî'e iapid
at lthe iîead uf lthe navigable water on Dug River, <o
Fort Gair>y would lie as fullows:-

Lake Regiosr.

Roadsand impruvemeuts at beight of land
betweeu Dog River aud Lac des Miille
Lace...................11000t

Dam witi flood-gates, at esteru end Gi-est
Frencli Portage ............ ........ 1,600.00

Dam 35 fpe hîgit,7 acrose Sturgeon River at
Island Portage..... ............. 18,0M0.00

Two low fit dams; ah T'pqiisqino Lake* 4,000-.00
Dain, it Little Falle (Iwo Faîte Portage on

the Rier Seille) ..... .... ........ 20,000.00
Six uînd a tualt* miles rondl aud tramway over

p,.aeub(,tweii Lice des lliille Lues
aiid tLainy Lake ..................... 10 400.00

Lanîd Po îds (Folt Garry section

Nimiety miles land rosid, ljtwuei
nortli-v' etzt angle tif lthe L.ake
uftli tW 5,oos ;,uii( Fuît Gar.
rv, wonld roet f'or 25 miles,
Ea.shern , ecliou, ai 1,000 per
mu

1  .. . ... $40,000. 00
Thm-tý -livemilts. Mifddle Section,

681

;, Mi- Dawson Lzuccinctly aune up the' re3ources of tlie
wliole district lraversed. Allugether. bis statement la
of a very eucouraging chai-acter. It we could only
Fecure go good a route sud tract of country on tht'
N~orth Ride of LaIre Superior, for a raiiway to, connect
isur preétemt Canadian system wltb tbis or suother
route te the Red River, thon ws mlght Ceel thoroughly
asnui ed tbat a raiiway ho tht' Pacilic, wlioliy on Brihlsh
soit, waa a work sure tu be undertaken in a very fsw
yeara. % he position of <bat laite, sud its rocky aud
un boespitabie Nortiieru Short', is <lie ouly barrif-r whlch
causes even soite esmneat men te doubt whetlier tlie
sicilenne is reatiy practicable. Mr-. Howe salid, durtng
the sarlier part of the iset Session of Pariameut. that
thie thing which fi-st dsshsd some of lis glowing
dreama of wlîat <bis northeru land conid be, was that
wbeu lie found how mucli more it wouid coat to bring
a clîst of tes ovpr a raitway, than by water, hae lie.
rame conviuced that it was hardi y possible that tht'
Cii,a t rade sho,îid lever lie carriedi onby way 0f Hai-
lax aind Br-itish Columbia. But la IL not possible that,
wiîiî une trauahipmsn< at Montreai, another high up
the' baskalcbewan, sud a third at New Westminster
or Rome Britishi Columblan port, a portion, at lesat, of
titis <radte may. during themoriths of open navigation,
cross the continent. With modoru facilities aud usie
tif steam, neither tlie dslaye nor tht' sxpenee of C .î
bliipmieut are flu gi-est s <bey once were. 1J bey may
stili, indeed. provoean Insurmountabie barrier 10 suc-
cees lu any attompt <o att,-act tlîis <rade; but the Ides
les t leaut wortb <lie attention of capitaliste, shipowuers
sud engineers.

$1 0W per mile 35,000 w We aubjoin wbat Mr. Dawson ays of tht' country,
L'hirty miles Wes:tern Section. wbich we bave traversed witb him:-

over low prairie, at $400 per
mile ............ ......... 12,000-00 REBOURCEt-TIMIiER, ELTC.

80000 Wheu thie communication le opened. sud ftettie-
$152, 000 00 ment begins te, advance lu the prairies of the' West,

thers will bts a demand for wood for building and
0</uer Wcrks (Lake .Sumpesior Section) ottier purposes, iucreasing gradualiy until IL bas at-

A pier lequired at tht' Depot, tainsd proportions commeusurate wlth tlie means of
,1'hlinder Bay, Lake Superior. 2,500.00 transport. Westward of thie Heiglit of Land, on <lie

Seven mifa 1ind road lui connect stresme flowtng towards Balny Lake, <bei-e Io au abun-
Fort Willam, with Dog Lakte dance of timber, sncb as refi sud white pins. of a large
Lino.................. .... . 70oo 00 size sud guood quality. Thie section would compare

-- 9500.00 Dot uufavuîablv. witb somne of the beeat lumber m-e-
- _ gione on tile Upper Ottaws. Tht' prairies are nesrly
$161,50.1-00 destitute of timber, sud boe is a eupply which, to aI

Superinteudeuce sud coutingencies .... 5:aO00 practical purposes, may bts laîid to be illîmitabis, sud
i oolriug to the' futurs of the western terrîteres;, anti

port a lins of communicatIon. there are, ln tlis fomesi
of <the Winipsg eiope, the' elemeuts of a <rade which

The above does nul incinde aucli of <lie worits, lu ahould bts itpt lu view. Another article of sconomie
the' Laite 9uperior section, as weme providefi foi lthLIe value, whiclt shoulfi bts tsksen in accoat, ie tht' vost
gi-sut of 855 900 made Is year. except a roafi at tht' qusntitv ut peat wlich miglît lie obtalnsd la the
Ileiglit of Land, whicb la allowsd for lu the' pregeut s1wsmpy region usai-tht' Lakte of <lis Woods; some of
estimate This was uecesary Inasmncb as tht' tetal thie swampa are very deep, sud hold iu @toe, gi-est
gi-sut of Iset year wiil bts required te complets the quantities of fuel of tbIs description, for a region
moad <o Dog I ake, sud finish lie dam. whicltler wae further toi the' weat wheme <bers is but l1<11e wood. lu
fouud t<o involve s little mroie work Ilian anticipatefi, a very short lime thie peuple of Rted River Settiement
on account 0f <lie necessity, whicb bas aiben of running will finfi peat cheaper Iban wood. sîthougi. doubtlesa.
an additional dam. aloug a ocky ridgeoutlow grouud, tliey havs for <the present s considerahle suppiy of tlie
aoutîî of the outiet of Do: Lakte. latter article. T' country lias, liowevsr, other valu-

Mtr. Daweon proposes, at thie begiuuing. o, ne thle able mesourcea, of which but 11<11e la as yet known.
most modest metliod of conveyance. Ht' 8ays: sud no doulit, iu thie future, attention wUtl be dirscted

IlWbsn tlhe lraffic of <the Red River Settiement sud <o its
tlie Nur<li-west Territories bas once fairly hegon toMnra eossca
taite tht' route by Laits Superior, privaIt' suterprse MnrlRsucs
will selon fali upon t'e meas hy whîcli transport cao Itle isow well known <bat eilver mines of surpase-
lis moat sasity efiected, iug riclineas viera discovemed aI Lake Superior st

Land Carniage.-In tht' meautime 1 may snggest summer, but 1< le nut go generatly undsratood <bat a
<the mode whicb in <lie i-at instance, muat lis regorted forumation, of the sie sgt' as flint ln which <bey
te. Ah Laite 8uruerior. of'courae, when <the communu- occur, extende. witb mors or les interruption toi thes
catiýn la once completely opened, <bers will uo doulit, Lake' of the Wcods sud <bat, for a great part of the
lie amp le competition for fle conveyance 0f anhicles way. <lie Une wuicli il la pmoposed to open wlil pass
over tlie road tu Dog Laite, as <bers probabiy wîil lit over Schims of the' Lower 8ilurian peniod, sncb as
at tht' Hsigb< of land Portage also. At <lires of tlie yield iliver at Laite Superlor sud gold mu Nova Scotia.
Sortages lu tht' interior, boweve-, namsly, tht' Frenchi, iliat part of <lhe tint', owever, extending from a litIle

uxRivieres sud Nequsquon Portages, averagmng eastwsrd of Dog Lake <o thie Nanieukan Lske', will
two miles escli, liorees anîd oxen will have teo bie bts almoat wbully on Laurentian g neies. 81li-an
maRintainefi for a limie. At <lie Baril, Bruie, Island rocks theunatmcw tliemsslves, sud <he Sclitt on Raiuy
sud Bars Portages, tramways will lie arrangedf oi- Lake are plen<ifulty inter8ected wlth Iodes of quartz.
baud cars, <lie latter being very short. Between <ilie Whule ah lFort William, lastnmmsr, I was sbewn some
oitii-angle of tht' Laite of the' Woodsansd Fort very fine spocimisus et gold quartz laken from Raiuy
Garry, nu provision would bave <o lie made, am thie Laite. 1 waa aise iuformt'd, on wliat 1 belteve o, lie
mpons f couveysnce are attundant at tlie Lied River guîod attority <bat alluvial gold liad been discovered
Settlemeut. but <bat <ths lane was beiug kept as secret as possible.

Waler Cas-siage.-Ou tlie shorter i-esches, buste,' Theýts reporls gain confirmation from tlie tact tbat
Pticit ai the fid8ons8 Bay Company use mn <lie Irans- ou Vermiltion Laite, lu inlnesota, which ie tributory
fo.i-t of goods from Yorkt Factory <o tlie lied River lu Rainy Laite, sud ouly at a vei-y short distance firom
Settlement, woutd le <lie he8l. Tliey carry about live It, golfi quartz lias heeu aîready womked sud varions
tons, sud ai-t easiiy dmawn over a portage. bncb daýims have beeu taiten up. Tht'communication wlicb
buas would answer weil between Lac des Mille 1 acet ii' ppsed <o, open, mi4.ht. therelors, lie tht' mesans
and Foi-t Fi-ai ce3. Oc<leom uiaon asof developiug an Aniemican as well as a Canadian gold
tsii-ly estabuislied. a relsy of boate miglit be kep< on field.
ssci i-ssci, sud <heu much larger vessets might be om-

p Iond tuhle longer meachoe steamema migit lie need Tht' fuiltowiug extract ebews <bat tht' mines lu thie
ro sdatage. sud wouid proliably-most certainly, if Vermllion district, usa- Raiuy Laite ame begtnning to

thie traffic became extensive-be moi-e ecuoomIcal trc teto
Ilian hats. T7here would be lu sîl tive reachoes luin at teto
whicb 1 think it woutd be desirabte <o have amati ' THu LAiKE SUPERIOU COUIÇTRaY.-Tht' Gazette
steamers, namely:- <Superior. Wie.,) sase;-Colonel Heu 1y Tyndaill

on 1)og Laite sud River, 34 miles navigable; Savant' rived boe from <lie Vermittion district latt' lut even-
River sud Lac des Millesi Lacs, 42 miles navigable; ing, sud startefoi- St. Paul thismoruing. Teelaliave
Sturgeon Laite sud River, 27 miles navigable; Railly beau made of' several of <the veine, ait wîtli the most
Laite 46 miles navigable; Fort Frances <o North- favounable resuits. Tbe qusntily 0f rock teeted In
west Angle, 120 miles navigable. ssch case was flot les <ba 5W0 pounde. In evt'ry ex-

Thug, lu tive reachoes, amnouu<iug in tlis aggegate to perl aient su tar, <the yield lias bean largety over $100
270 miles thie aborteat of whicb wonld be 27 miles in per ton; sud oome 0f <hem have gone Up <o thousanda.
length, email steamers of a cheap dlass, miglit lie used A private leltter intormi ne of one Instance whsre 150
<o afivantage. Grsdually as Improvemneut advanced, ibe. lot rock yi.lded 1i Iba. of buillion. Col. Tyndallt
tlie i-esches miglit lie conuecled togeihem lay meaus of pronounces tlie count-y idi, sud lu <bis staltement lie'
lousis. tnd <lien of coure, langer veases would corne Ie borne ouf lv thie amount of aillion whîcb ie brngs
int play. with liim, smouutiniz te between seven sud siglit

tu tut five shunter navigable i-esches 0f tlie Laite poundà of irold sud silver."
Region, buste sncb as 1 bave auggssted, or lucheed At lias Laite ofth<le Woods, chiorîtie and talboue
scows or boata 0lo any kiud miglit lie msefi, as for lu- schiste. ut Slniian *gel similar to <boss of tise gold
stance, in Baril Laite, %~ miles; Wiudegoostegoon, 12 distriets of <lie Chaudièors, art' trequelut on thie Istande,.
miles; Kaogassikok, 16 mites; Neqnaqnon Laite, 17 snd <lisy ai-s traversei %y whst appears lu, be very
miles;, Nameaian 10 mities. Five i-aches, givlng 62J pi-o*ulslng quartz Iodes. 1 pou the whole, the liidlcw
foVr oxdilway X0w-6ols ali MeW*d iiong =a stti dlaooes tb#ougbont ibm nom av#


