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In presentlitg this. my annual address. i venture
ai tIhe serv outset tu bespelak your gencrous in.
dulgence (or its deficiency. and your benevolent
critictnim of st siortcomingm i am fully conscious
of tise sennus disadva'ages under which i labor in
corning afier the ..sastcrly. instruttive and con.
prchensive addres aof my able and respected pre.
decessor l office. sir. Jarvis. at the magnificent
convention in St. John last ycar-an address which
i can neither hope nor pretend to ensulate. At thle
saime time 1 may. without presumption. add tiat
%hile fully recogniring sy own limitations, I yield
to no mais in tise sincents of ny desire. and in my
efforts, such as they are. for the furtierance of thc
work. the exiension of the benefits and tie cnlarge.
tment of thse usefulness of tise MSantime Board ot
Trade

.EEt lst. tIi s 0tl0SCIL.
lie lucstiun of expense lias itherto been i bar

ta tise holding of more frequent neetangs of the
executive of the ioard. and the same as truc to some
extent as regards the generai meetings of the board
itseIf. Wile tise board was in the experimental
stage no ver) deminte regulatson m this respect
could weil be adopted. but now that it bas become
su firmly established and has so thoroughly and suc-
cenfully vindicatei it% usefulness ansd its influence.
Il is suggested that the time may be opportune for
amendng the constitution. at leaIt as ret:ards

and Westville in Nova Scotta. and Summerside
and Souris in P. E. Island. ail of whicis except
Summerside have become affiliated with the Mari-
time Board. i exceedingly regret being unable to
report any new organizations trom tie important
Province of New Brunswick. but mucs good work
lias been donc tier. in which your board was
heartil- ..econdnd by the Si. John Board and which
will no doubt bear fruit in due season.

AtENtUMENT OF TitE IsOARt> OF TRAI)E ACT.
Tie Dominson Act "respecting tise incorporation

of boards of trade " provides that tisera must be a
populaton of not less than 2.5oo in any district in
which a board of trde may be incorporated. In
many cases we have found that this provision
acts as a bar to the formation of a board of trace.
There are many towns in tise Provinces the popula.
tion of which is lies tihai a.goo which nevertheles
carry on a considerable busaness. and arc none the
less nterested in the general welfare and' progress
of tise community and in which the organized action
of its best ctizens working for the common good
could rzt fail to be of great matersal and moral
advantage. In ail such cases I iaverecommendcd
that towns with a less population than 2.5oo should
cither form their board of trade without asking for
its incorporation, or should take in sufficient of the
county ta form a district with the required popula-
tion and tius secure incorporation. It as obvious.
how ever. that neitser alternative is quire satisfactory.

A highiy important fcature of the work of your
executfve, and one calling for the exercise of sound
judgment. experience and discretion. is the answer-
ing of inquiries and furnishing information on
aimost every imaginable subject connected with the
business. trade. industries. resources. capabilliies.
transportation facilities. soif. climate. ame .:s and
soon of these tiree Provinces. Tlese inquiries are
not merely interprovincial.as between the Maritime
Provinces or as between the Maritime and the
othser Provinces of the Dominior, but to a consider-
able extent they may be said to be interimperial.
coming as many of thent do trom the Mother
Country and her other colonies. even so far away
as Australia. Tis bsespeaks a growing recognition
of the community of interests. and a quickening of
the pulses and the broadening of the ai-ns of com-
merce within and tihrouglout the Empire. In
order. therefore. that tie Marttime B.ard may be
at ail times in a position to furnish accurate. intel-
ligent and reliable information in response to the
inquiries which cone to it. it is of prime importance.
that. sst--every local board should be affiliated
with it and he represented. on its council; and.
2nd-that every local board should file with the
Mantime Board a copy of cach annual report or
address of is president. togetser with such other
data as to the trade. progress. prospects. and
requtrements of sis district as may be c'slled fo

Site oi the "Royal Oak." Kentville. where Queen Victoria'@ faiter i% cd for a short time.

meetings of the esceutîse courcl. At present no
provssion hiatever us made .s1 to the hlo'uinm: Of
meetings of the souncal . and &n order to facîlitate
the work oi tie 1board and ta kýeep in touch w %Ili
and abreast of the thanging topics and ctrcum-
stanc,( oi the times. il %ould appear desirable to
prosite for. saf. regular quarterly ieetinga of the
council. and additional spectal meetings wlien
necestars as the call of tihe pressdent Ms y ersonal
expernrnce and tsat of tih secretari. during tise
year just closed point to tie neces'sty of more fre-
quent consultatisn ush the counscl.

s5 Aof TIIE VEAR.

hlie ork of the bsoard dursg tise pasi year is
been masmtI of an educative and organizng char.
acter. sth a %se* t,. arousng publbc interest and
strmnulas:ng the formaton of local boards of trade
in places =hschi are n.,t so represented. In this
connection a numb.et ofits tal cireular have been
asued gsvtng such espslanatons and offer:ng such
suggestions and observa.os as seemed to be
necessary for the miornmataon an gu...anme of those
interesm thseilves lin organ.nîng 'uch boards.

A cireaur was also addressed :o the mayors of
tneorporated towns un ahich itere were no Ioards,
with the view of stcunng thtir eooperation. and
pointina out the advantages which. n many wavs.
would accrue to a town from tihe combsned acteon
and deiberat-ons of sts foremoat business and pro-
tessional men. isars entaied a wide and voluminous

corresPondence with al parts of tie Mantime
Provinces and bas resulted an the establsthment of
local t-oards of traile during the year an Yarmouth.
eannaig. ltndrewater l.tverpooi I)tgby. Stellarton

and it is suggested thai. in order to mcet such
ca es. of which tisre are many in the Maritime
'rovance. and to extend the usefulness and ad-

vanages of board% of trade. this board should
respecitully pettion Paritament 1o amend the Ac%
bi sulbststuting a population of i.ooo or 1.5oo an
lueu of the =.500 ai present.

st"tE NlATISTIts.

Belore passing front this subject. ar.d as ilhsstra.
tave of the :ncreasing interest tiat is bemg taken in.
and the soahd a-vantages that ara lenved from the
acts e. mntelisgent and patriotic work of boards of
trade. I may be permitted to quote a few brief
figures as to recent progrees. There are now 13S
boards of trade in Canada. of which no less than

ae in tise Mant.me Provinces. viz. 27 in Nova
Scutta. ai i New. Brunswick and 3 an Pnnce
Edward Island. ln Nova Scotia. Manitoba and
lintsh Columbia the number aIs doubied wtthin
the lat four years. A year ago oui of a total of 30
boards un the Maritime Provinces. 20 were affiliated
with the Mantame Itoard. and 16 wcre representead
by delegates ai the annual convention. TIis year
out of a total of 41 boards. =6 have been affiliated
and no ls than t6 are represented by the delegates
ai this meeting. Il will be seen thai ai present
Nova Scotta u large ahcad of New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island. probably because tie
matter has been more fully and consistently advo-
cated there. but this as a disparitr which will no
doubt disappear an the course of tame as the bene-
flcialwork ofexisting boards becomes more generally
recognlzed. and tise advantages of mutual coopera-
taon more generally known.

from time to lime. In this way the Maritime
Board m ould be kept continually and continuously
in close touch waith e.very v'arying phase and
development of Mant:e tndustry and enterpnse.
would accu•nulate a fund of valuable information
and statistics. readily available for any purpose;
and would be in a position to efficiently and intel-
igently perform one of its most important functions.
vi:., to furnish authoritative information regarding
any and all parts of these Provinces to the capitalist.
manufacturer, the trader. thse workman and the
im-igrant.

lit'REAt' OF IN1oR1tATION.
I would go furtiher ihan this. and would respect-

fully suggest for yourconisderation the propriety of
instituting a Bureau of Information in connection
witi and under the control of the Maritime Board )
of Trade. If we would hold our own in the cver-
growing. swiftly rushing tide of competition which
confronts and envelaps usaon every sid- we must
bestir ourselves and claim before the world that
place and precedence to which our commanding
egraphical position. our temsperate climate and

fertle soil. and our splendid natural resources of
the field. the forest. the mine and the sca entitle us.
l.css than ever nowvadays is thera justification for
hiding au: o gihts under a bitsbel or tying up our
talents in a napkim. Therefore. I think that in
addition to answering such inquiries as corne to us.
our Bureau of Information should take up the
ground heretofore intermtitiently occupted by our
espective Governments and prepare and distribute

in liktel% quarters booklets and literature regarding


