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GENTLEMEN OF 11HE CONVENTION @

In presenting this, iy annual address. 1 venture
at the very outset to peak your generous in.
dulgence for 1ts deficiency, and your benevolent
cniticism of its shostconungs | am fully conscious
of the senous disadvar tages under which 1 labor in
coming after the .aasterly, nstructive and com-
ptehenave address of my able and respected pre-
decessorn office, Mr, Jarvis, at the magnificent
convention 1n St John last year—an address which
1 can neither hope nor pretend to emulate. At the
same time | tnay, without presumption, add that
while tully recognizuing my own limitations, 1 yield
to no man in the sincentv of iy desire, and it my
cfforts, such as they are, for the furtherance of the
work, the caicnsion of the benefits and the calarge.
ment of the uscfulness of the Manume Board ot
Trade

MEETING OF COUNCIL,

The question of expense bas lntherto been o bar
to the holdmﬁ of more f{requent mectings of the
executive of the hoard, and the same s true to some
cxtent as regards the general ineetings of the board
itself. \\'hSc the board was 1a the experimental
stage no very definite tegulation n this respect
could well be adopted, but now that it has become
s0 firmly established and has so thoroughly and suc-
cessfully vindieated its uscfulness aad its influence,
it is suggested that the time may be opportune for
amending the constitution, at least as regards

and Westville 1n Nova Scotia, and Summerside
and Souris in P. E. Island, all of which except
Summerside have become affiliated with the Mari-
time Board. [ excuedingly regret being unable to
report uny new organizations trom the important
Province of New Brunswick, but much good work
has been done there, in which your board was
heartily seconded by the 81, John Board and which
will no doubt bear fruit in due season.

AMENDMENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE ACT.

The Dominion Act “respecting the incorporation
of boards of trade ** provides that there mustbe a
population of not less than 2,500 in any district in
which a board of trade may be incorporated. In
magy cases we have found that this provision
acts a3 o bar to the formation of & board of trade.
There are many towas in the Provinces the popula-
tion of which is less than 3,500 which nevertheless
carry on a considerable business, and are none the
less interested in the general welfare and progress
of the community and tn which the organized action
of its best aitizens working for the common good
could nat fail to be of great matenal and moral
advantage. In all such cases I have recommended
that towns with a less population than 2,500 should
cither form their board of trade without asking for
its incorporation, or should take 1n sufficient of the
county to form a district with the required popula-
tion and thus secure incorporation. It 1s obvious,
houwever, that necither alternative is quite satisfactory,

THE -- DRY -- GOODS -:- REVIEW

ANSWERING INQUIRIES,

A highly important feature of the work of your
executive, and one calling for the exereise of sound
i‘udgmcm. experience and discretion, is the answer-

ng of inquiries and fumishing information on
almost every imaginable subject connected with the
husiness, trade, industries, resources, capabiliies,
transportation facilities, soil, climate, amen4:s and
soon of these three Provinces, These inquiries are
not merely interprovincial, as between the Maritime
Provinces or as between the Maritime and the
other Provinces of the Dominior, but toa consider-
able estent they may be said to be interimperial,
coming as many of them do from the Mother
Country and her other colonies, even so far away
as Australia. This bespeaks o growing recognition
of the community of interests, and a quickening of
the pulses and the broadening of the ains of com-
merce within and throughout the Empire. In
order, thercfore, that the Marntime B.ard may be
at all umes in a position to furnish accurate, intel-
ligent and reliable information 1n response to the
inquiries which come toit, it is of prime importance,
that, 1st—every local board should be affiliated
with it and be represented, ou its council; and,
20d—that every local board should file with the
Manume Board a copy of cach annual report or
address of 1its president, together with such other
data as to the trade, progress, prospects, and
requirements of its distnct as may be called fo
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meetings of the eacrutine coural. At present no
provision whatever 1+ made as to the ho’ding of
meeungs of the counal . and :n order to facilitate
the work of the boatd and 1o heep n touch with
and abreast of the Jhanging topics and circum-
stances o the times, 1t would appear desirable to
proude for, say, regular quarterly mectings of the
council. and additional special meetings when
neccasan at the call of the president My ersonal
cipenence and that of the secretany. dunng the
year just closed point 1o the necesuty of more {fre-
quent consultatan with the council.

WaRkk OF THE VEAR,

The worh of the boand dunog the past year has
been maimnty of an cducative and organinng char-
acter. with 4 vice tuarouung public interest and
stenulatng the formaton of local boards of trade
in places which are n.at o represeated.  In this
connection a number of othoal cincular have been
issucd giving such eaplanations and offeting such
sugpestions and obscrvarons as seemed to be
neceasary for the information and gu.iance of those
interesting themselves 1n onran.iag such boards,

A arculat was also addressed o the mayors of
incorporated towns in which there were o hoards.
with the view of sevunng their cooperation, and
pointing out the advantages which, in many wavs,
would accrue to a tewn from the combined actron
and deliberat-ons of 1ts foremost business and pro-
tessional men, Thn entailed a wide and voluminous

wedence with all parts of the Manume
rovinces and has resulted 10 the establishment of
focal boards of tradde during the yvear in Varmouth,
Canning. Rndgrwater Laverpoof Degby, Stellarton

and 1t 1s sugrested that, in order to meet such
ca s, of which there are many in the Maritme
Provinces, and to extend the usefulness and ad-
vantages of Loards of trade, Hus board should
respectfully petinon Parhament to amend the Act
by subsututing a population of 1,000 or 1,500 10
licu of the 2,500 at present.
SOME STATISTION.

Belore passing from this subject, and as lustra.
uve of the tncreasing interest that is being taken in,
and the solid advantages that are lertved from the
actine, mtelligent and patriotic work of boards of
trade, 1 may be permitted to quote a few hrief
figures as 10 recent Progress. erc are now 138
boards of trade 1n Canada, of which no less than

e in the Mantime Provinces. viz. 27 1n Nova
Scotta, 11 16 New RBruaswick and 3 in Pnnce
Edward Island. In Nova Scotia, Manitoba and
Batish Columbia the number has doubled within
the last four years. A year ago cut of a total of 30
boards 1n the Mantime Provinces, 20 were affiliated
with the Mantime Board, and 16 were represented
by delegates at the annua! convention. is vear
out of a total of 41 boards, =26 have been afhiliated
and no less than t6 are represented by the delegates
at this meeting. 1t wall be seen that at present
Nova Scotia 1 largely ahead of New Brunswick
and Pnnee Edward iﬁand. probably because the
matter has been more fully and consistently advo-
cated there, but this w a dispanty which will no
doubt disappear 1n the course of time as the bene-
ficialwork of existing boards becomes more genemally
recognized, and the advantages of mutual coopera-
1103 more generally Lnown,

from tume to time. In this way the Mariime
Board would be kcpl continually and couotinuously
in close touch with every varying phase and
development of Mantume industry and eaterpnise,
would accumulate a fund of valuable information
and statistics, readily available for any purpose;
and would be in a position 10 efficiently and iatel-
Ligently perform one of its mast importaat functions,
viz., to furnish authoritative information regarding
any and all parts of these Provinces to the capitalist,
manufacturer, the trader. the workman and the
inpigrant,
BUREAU OF INFORMATION, ~

1 would go further than this, and would respect-
fully suggest for your consideration the propricty of
instituting 2 Bureau of Information in connection
with and under the control of the Maritime Board
of Trade. If we would bold our own in the cver-
rrowing, swiftly rushing tide of competition which
confronts and eavclops us on every sid~ we mast
Destir oursclves and claim before the world that
place and precedence to which our commanding
§cox:aphicu position, our temperate climate and
ertile so0il, and our splendid natural resources of
the ficld, the forest, the mine and the sea entitle us.
less than ever nowadays is there justification for
hiding ou: lights uader a bushel or tglng up our
talents in a napkin. Thercfore, I think that in
addition to answering such inquities as come to us,
our Bureau of Information should take up the
ground hcretofore {ntcrmittently occupied by our

tive Governments and prepare and distribute
in likely quarters booklets and hterature regarding



