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by the diligence and good cnfiduct of their scholars, The
and by their affection wh-)len they have won it. 'lie
school trusteca, too, are not always without ieedof as reny as "rnosomur Axn -in: .arr'înuanr,"
stimulant. Their olice inay sonetiies seen a n.% Il. .Mi. FosTu:n liEr-Fluml lài: ESEX T:ACIH-
thanlkes one, they don't invariably draw together, î:.. i nou.
they are assoieiated with sone it is hard to work
iviti, an1d mnay be disposed at times te thraw up 'lit ouhjt a n abnut u introeAe to the
their oticial dutims, or, at any rate to dechine re- fur the prescrt hour is the A I C. It
appoitmtent tO otliCe fUr N which they mnay bc butter m a subjeet that is generally regarded by most
fitted thanî otht rs. In such eases, the n1eeded . teacliers as rather dry and iuniiterestii ; this is,
stimnunlitt to preseverance iîay be faund in visiting however, the greater reason hy we s.uhid make
the scltool, finldng hannoy and progress, that ourselvev more faniar, if pomble, with thu - '-i
their viqits are reuei% e-i with pleasure, al ho -"sophy of ur alphabet, and scatter a ilower here
ever littk th. y may thak .t, muth heneli. The anl there in teachmgiîî it, thus malng it more in-

parents * f the sehobirs, to, muay be stimiulated as terasting to bathli pupils and teachers.
tle tenchers, by the good ondluct of thuir children, nli sieakiiig on the alphabet at our last conven-
by their dilgecîîeu un their vork, an1d by the schoolj tion, on! of our young teachers very puoperly en-
trainng ILt.:lchn thos.îe childrten to be coisidlerate quiredl why the vowel sounis of conisoîi.nts im
and t. .uîgItfu . Tiey, oi the otier lianl, may sime cases preceed the consonants, while in

stimuilate th ir ch hiren verv muheli when they others they follow ; as an examuple, cf, f ; ge, g.
have the ability, by assisting theu, when allo- .'he idca Vas then new to me, buit since, in tink-
able, in their home exrcises, attention to whichi is ng te iatter over, I have been led into a train
expected, and falure in m bich may ofteni prove dis- of thought oit the athahet wich shall take the
couragingto the schlai-s. Suchi exercises, Itlhiik, liberty of g% iung yon, and which of course you will
ought iot to extend over very mnuch of their time receive for uh bat you connider it is worth.
out of schiool, but nost probably nany scholars In intro1uemgîl the sulbject, I have concluded to
would be grcatly better engagel in attending to givc a very bricf historie il sketch of the alphabet
such as are required, than ir, being alwed to mu ,p to the time it w as adopted by the prescent
round and pick up a street educatin. The ques- riopean nations. Several nations claim credit
tien of iaving such exercises at ail I ain aware iz for the invention of the alphabet, the ebief among
one whichi, hîke th-it of pri distr;bution, on which which are the ,Phumicians, F. ptians, Heburews,
a differenuce of opinion is lield. If not too severe, anud Chinse. yhough the subject is mvoved Il
and that no unreasonîable tite is allotted te them, considerable doulit and n eurity, it is generally
or required for thoir study, I thmnk they mnay doe > aditted that the Gjreeks o'>taiieul it fron Ca-i-
good rather than haIm ; ani th>t when a parent inus, a Phtenician, welin trading «vith thenm 1500
can and wvill, a'id nay proierly give some assist- years B. C. Goodrich in his iiiversal History
ance in their peparation, child and parent will says that the PhSnician language was derived
ahke lie stium ated, the moe couing to regard such fromt the Hebrews, and that their characters cor-
exoercisýs without aversion, the otlier bein led to respond with the very oldest Hebrew letters. If
take an interest in their clildren's progress, and so, the mvention of the alphabet will date back to
thîcîr abiity tU. go VIL Ilop2fully with their studies. a i crind as far B. 0. as it is nu- after Christ.
I only aid, tlîat the coninîinity may be stinlulated nlue Plincian alphabet cntaiter Cis letters,
in regard to the sulooîl by the nature of the public lut 4alamas and Samonades, two Greeks, added
examinations vien these are held. I think tLCy ta the numnlier tilt it rcacied 26, and there, like
should bc calculated to be interesting t) any and tle 1las of the Medes and Persians, the numnber,
ail visitors ; not tedi us, confincl chiefly to such tloug;h acknowledlgcd faulty, has renained un-

subjects as inost can app-ceiate. and variel by oc- changet tetue present day. The Romans ob-

casonl ocl usc ad ectaiosbut dlevoid, of tauined it tromn the Grees dutrng the first century

an aim at theatrical disp. y. Anything of the .g., uit they made e change byond the round-
k itd, in my opuiionî. tends ta induce and lierpetu- g oilT f some of te -orners, and thE ugh them
ate a desire for thesensational, which is so marked, it reached the different naions cf Europe.
anid, in iny apprehension, so unfavorable a feature 'he i attempt at vriting was made by pic-
of thenze. I would rather seek to uird the young tureq ; for exampnle, a ship turnel botton side up
fromi imibig a tasta for it, as I feel persuadc riepesented a shipwreck ; the second attempt Nvas
is caleuatel todothent harmi rather than good ; anut nu. le by synbols, a ring represcmtimîg etermity,
I believe, at the sanie tine. that school examina- an att wisdlom, and se on The 1. nivrians and

tiens andt selnl festivals can he mad'e quite sat*s- Chinese expressed their thoughts by ieans of char-

factory, indueupenlent cf any such attraction: yet acters anl knots tied oi d:tTerent colordci strings.
wc fin'd teachers. I regret te thuink, not only allow- The ext an mre advanced system was by av-
In- ti:s to creep in, but mak mg provision for i. ig characters te represent the lifferent syllables,
Sinlplicit'y sldionî, in my op.noni, he encouîraged , but their number was necssa-ily large, so that

an cutated iou ir school, cherisiheld, I should· writmg was still a diflicult and labonous task.
say, an- unecessarv dispiav avoidei. Sncb dis- w-riting was in tiis state, scmi shrewd

play may le desired by the yoing, buit I anm per- pers mn, whose nuamnc is lost to lis, nbserved that, as
suadled it is :ot a safe stimulant: and that ail aray of light me.y e r-esolved into its parts, se
teachers wul de w-cil t educate them in really each syllable may be i-esnlvcd jiut one or more

Simple tastes, mnt catering to a p>crverted taste in elemnitary sonds. It wd-lI be observed' that the
the cnnmmnumty lv- openling the dounr for its intrn- vowel sounds come fron the lug, withlot any
duction wihen> the design and des-ire is to enefit effort of the tongue or lips: while consonants arc

the school anîd extend its induencefor zo1. produced by the tongue and 'ips, cmbined with a
vowet souind. Coisonarts, l..wever, wlen ii a
syllable lose their vowel souind, anidr-embine witâ -

Most of the shadows that cross our path through ,the vowel in the syllable ; tlhat being the case, it
lite arc caussd by standing in our own light. is a inatter of ne consequer.ce wiether a vow'el


