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by the diligence and good conduct of their scholars,

and by their affection when they have won it. The
schaol trustees, too, are not always without need of
stimulant,
thankless one, they don't invariably draw together,
they are assoctated with some it 13 hard to work
with, aid may be disposed at times to throw up
their ofticial duties, or, at any rate to decline re-
appointient to ottice fur which they may be better
fitted than othirs.  Ia such cases, the needed
stimulant to preseveranse may be found in visiting
the school, findimg harmony and progress, that
their visits are received with pleasure, and how-
cver little they may thiak it, with henefis.  The
pavents « f the schalars, too, may be stunulated as
the teachers, by the gooleonduct of their chililren,
by thew dibigence in their work, and by the schoul
training leading those children to be considerate
and thoughtful.  They, on the other hand, may
stimulate th ir chldren very much when they
have the ability, by assisting them, when allosw-
able, in thewr home excrerses, attention to which is
expeceterd, and falure in which may often prove dis-
couraging to the scholars.  Such exercises, I think,
ought not to extend over very much of their time
out of school, but most probably many scholars
would Le greatly better engaged in attending to
such as are required, than ir being allowed to run
round and pick up a strect educanon.  The ques-
tion of having such exercises at all I am aware iz
one which, like that of prze distrihution, on which
a difference of opuion 18 held.  If not too severe,
and that no unreasonable time is allotted to them,
or requived for thoir study, I thmk they may do
good rather than haum 3 and that when a parent
can and will, and may properlv give some assist-
ance in their preparation, child and parent will
alike be stimulated, the one coming to regard such
exercis+s without aversion, the other being led to
take an interest in their children's progress, and
their alnlity to go on hopsfully with therr studies.
I only add, that the community may be stimulated
in regard to the school by the nature of the public
examunations when these are held. I think they
should be caleulated to be interesting to any and
all visitors ; not tedi as, confined chicfly to such
subjects as most can app-cciate, and varied by oc-
casional vocal music and recitations, but devoid of
any aim at theatrical disp.'y.  Auything of the
kiud, in my opinion. tends to induce and perpetu-

ate o desire for thesensational, which is so marked |

and, in my apprchension, so unfavorable a feature
of theage. I would rather seek to guard the youny
from imbibing a tastafor it, as I feel persuaded it
is caleulated todothemharm rather than good 5 and
I belicve, at the same time, that school examina-
tions and school festivals can be made quite satis-
factory, independent of any such attraction: yet
we find teachers, 1 regret tothink, not only allow-
ing ths to creep in, but making provision for it
Simplicity should, in my aparon, be cncouraged
and cultivated mn our schaols, chevished, I should
say, awt unnecessary dispiay avoidel.  Such dis-
play mavbhe desired by the yonug, but T am per-
suaded it is ot a safe stimunlant: and that all
teachers will do well to cducate them in really
simple tastes, not catering to a perverted taste in
the conunumty by opening the donr for its intro-
duction when the design and  desire is to bencefit
tho school and extend ats intluence for gaod.
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Their oflice may sometimes seem a-

| ‘The Alphabet,

AX ESSAY ON “PHONGGRAARY AND THL ALPHABET,”
READ BV Mt FOSTER BEFORE TH 1 ESSEX TEACH-
BRS assocIrion,

The subject I am about t> ntroduce to the
Cumvention for the present houris the A B¢, It
is a subject that 18 generally regarded by most
- teachers as rather dry and uninteresting ; this is,
however, the greater reason why we should make
aurselvesy more fameliar, if posable, with the - "i.
lusophy of our alphabet, and seatter a lower here
and there in teachiny it, thms making it more in-
teresting to both pupls and teachers,

In speaking on the alphabet at our last conven-
tion, an: of our young teachers very properly en-
quived why the vowel sounds of consonants in
some cases precesded the consonants, while in
others they follow ; as an example, of, f3 ge, g
The idea was then new tome, but since, in tinnk-
ing the matter over, I have been led into a train
of theught on the alvhabet which I shall take the
liberty of g ing you, and which of course you will
receive for what you eoncider it is worth.

In introdueimng the subject, X bave concluded to
give a very brief historicsl sketch of the alphabet
up to the time it was adopted by the present
Eurogean nations. SNeveral nations claim eredit
for the invention of the alphabet, the chief among
which are the Phanicians, Eﬁ;,yp’ti:‘.ns, Hebrews,
ant Chinese. Though the subject is involved in
considerable doubt aund ol.<curity, it is generally
almitted that the Grecks obtained it from Cad-
mus, & Phwenician, when trading «ith them 1500
years B. C. Goodrich in his Universal History
says that the Phanician language was derived
from the Hebrews, and that their characters cor-
respond with the very oldest Hebrew letters. If
s0, the invention of the alphaliet will date back to
a period as far B.C. as it is now after Christ.

Ihe Phanician alphabet coutained 16 letters,
It Salamaies and Samonades, two Greeks, added
to the number il it reached 26, and there, like
the laws of the Mecedes and Persians, the number,
though acknowledged faulty, has remained un-
chaunged to tie present day. The Romaus ob-
tained it from the Greeks during the first century
B.0"., but they made no change beyond the round-
ing off of some of the <orners, and through them
it reached the different nations of Europe.

The first attempt at writing was made by pic-
tures 3 for example, a ship turned bottom side up
represeated a shipwreek ; the seeond attempt was
male Ly symbols, a ring represerting cternity,
an ant wisdom, and so on  The Peruvians and
Chinucse expressed their thoughts by means of char-
acters and kuuts tied on different colored strings,
“The next and more advanced system was by vave
ing characters to represent the different sylables,
bat their aumber was neeessaily large, =o that
"writing was still a diflicult anad Jahorious task.
While writing was in this state, scme shrewd
. persn, whase name is lost to us, qbscrycd that, as
I3 ray of light m=ay be resolved into its parts, so
cach sylls e may be resolved inte onc or more
clementary sounds. It will be observed that the
vowe) sounds come from the lunge, without any
*effort of the tangue or lips : while consenants are
' praduced by tie tungue and ‘ips, combined with a
i vowel sound.  Consonants, however, when in a

syllable lose their vowel scund, and‘cembine with

3ost of the shadows that cross our path through | the vowel in the syliable; that being the case, it

life are caused by standing in our own light.
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‘is a matter of no conscquerce whether a vowel
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