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DECENT CHURCHES.

We lately heard an essay read on Moravien
Missions, in which empecial notice was taken of
the transforming power of the Gospel upon the
character of the most barbarous savages. Even
jn the view of their temporal comfort, there is a
tribute to religion, in the decency of their deport-
ment, in their dress,in theicdwellings, and in their
intercourse with one another. When the essayist
mentioned the case of the poor degraded Hotten-
tots, that whea they came to the koowledge of
the truth, they rose so much in the scale of
cirilization, and gave as un cwidence of this
fact, the improved accommodations in their dwel-
lings, and especially their strict attention to
the comfort and decent arrangements of their
places of worship, we thought, that some con-
gregations amongst oursclves might take a lesson
from these poor Hotteatots. When we sec 2
dirty unswept church, pollated by the vile odour
of tobacco, and approachsble only through eeas of
mud, or over mouatains of rubbish,—broken win-
dows—broken plaster—ricketty seats, and—pul-
pit—~apply not the name to thet coarse, ill con-
trived box, like a pillory, which a careless people
have provided for an ambassador of the King of
Zion to occupy, when he comes amongst them to
declare his Sovereign's message-—we can, without
the spirit of prophecy, safely declare, 1hat religion
i such a pluce is at the lowest zbb. We do not
by any means suppose, that an elegant church is
& certain proof of a high state of religion, any
more than that fine dress betokens spirituality of
mind, but, a centain degree of external deceacy,
is intimately connected with the profitable use of
the means of grace. Poor people often find it
difficalt to provide-the meanest accommodation.
There is poreason, however, why the moet hum-
ble place of worship should notbe clean and feat,
and asfar as practicable, so arranged that wor-
shippers may without distraction, avend to the
service of God, with that decorum which is be-
coming its solemnity.

Tt is difficult to conceive how a minister with-
out inspiration, can preach to a listless anditory in
such a house o3 we have described, or how peo-
ple in such circumstances, can axpect to profit by
their attendance.

Such relics of 2 dark age, are happily very sare,
and since the Holtentots will not tolerate them,
we may expect that they cannot long exist ina
clyistian country.

e ———
OUR CHORCH AT WHITBY.

= A Presbyterian™ taking ¢flence at a short no-
tice in our Januxry number, tnder the above cap-
tion, * deems it due to truth, to mate that for «ix-
teen” yeers there has been ¢ zealous and efficient
ministry, and a large and influential congregation
of Presbyterians in the Township” We have
0o Yeason to question this sisternent, and only
‘wish that our hasty paragraph had been worded,
soas 1o have applied to the town of Whitdy in
the vich and growing Township of the same name.
‘We intended the town and the immediate neigh-
bourhood. * A Presbyterian™ coastrues our lan-
goge as applyingto all the Township, and locali-

tics in jt, & dozen of miles distanc. We are notso
“ egotistical” as to suppose that we have the only,
or all the pure Presbyterianism, but it is just because
we believe ours to be the purest that we have a
separate cominunion, and that we raise our stnnd-
urd wherever Providence opens up the way.

We disclaim every feeling of hostility to other
evaogelical churches. There is room enough for
thein and forus. Let the only rivalry between

us be,—which shall do most for the cause of
truth,

—_————s

SACRED MUSIC—MEETINGS FOR
PRACTICE.

Of late, attention has been more directed to
this delighiful exercise. In nost congregations
efforts are made 1c improve the singing, by prac-
tice through the week. Much as we approve of
these weekly meetings for so laudable an object,
and much as we respect those, whose untiring ex-
ertions render them proficable, we have theught
there was something wanting to prevent the me-
chanical drilling from deadening the devotional
spirit which is, and ought to be, so closely con-
nected with our Sacred Music. We commend
the following remarks which we find in the New
York Observer,to the attentive perusat of our
readers, as suggesting a plan caleulated to obvi-
ate such objection. Every parent should encour-
age his family in acquiring and cultivating this
most valuable accomplisthment. How many
young men, especially in towns aad villages, would
be saved from ruin, if, instead of spending therr
evenings amoog dangerous companions, amid the
fumes of tobacco, and strong drink, 2nd the kin-
dred, but no less pestilential atmosphere of rib-
bald mirth and profane jest, would meet together
in some suitable place, to leam or practice music.
Its softening and clevating influence wonld soon
tell upon their characters.

Ir the Toronto Acsdemy, and some other well
regulated schools, music is introduccd as a branch
of edocation. Thisisa step in the right direc-
tion. It is interesting to think that we may be
leaming here on carth, the rudimental part of one
of the delightfol exercises, that will constitute, per-
haps, a large proporticn of the empioyment of the
redeemed in heaven :—

«We have scen that religious affections will
be wanting in this connection, unless we coltivate
and cherish them in our cfforts for improvement ;
and we have scen that efforts of this natore muost
find admitiance in oar schools and rehearsals, or
coatinue to be caglected.  Suppose, then, we
ecopt some such order of exercises as the follow-
ing: First, an exercise of prayer and praise, oc-
cupying but a few moments of time. Second,
exerciscs in nolation and in the coltore of the
voice. 'Third, exercises on epuncixtion, in con-
nection, perhe 3, with tunes, new or old, which
are s3> familiar as not to embarass the attention
of the pupils. Let the sccond and third exercises
be varimusly iaterwoven, or be protracted or
abridged, as creumstances may suggest: bat,in
the fourth place, let svother hymn be sung in a
devotional manner and spint, aside from cvery
thooght of cnucism; thoagh in connection, per-
haps, with & brief word of comment on the mean-
ing of the words, or 2 suitable hint upon the de-
votionpal uses of the hymo,and vpon the proper
employment of the affections sa acts of praise—
“The object here should be, to promote real spirit-
wlity ip distinction from the ‘mete 2obriety of 2

decent formalism. The hymn shoula be judicious-
ly selected, so as to be somewhat in keeping
with the state of mind observable in the schnol.
Somectimes a didactic or a hortatory hymn might
be preferable: for we 1nust never attempt practi-
cal imposaibilitics. Our minds, for example, may
have been so fatigued with hard drilling, as 10 be
unfitted, at the moment, for the loftier sentiments
of praise.  Ye these, and all other classes of re.
ligious sentiment which appertain to practical
Christianity, should occasionally form the theme
of the closing or the opening hymn. ‘Ihe last
hymn should be followed by a short appropriate
prayer. Let the religous exercises be fervent.
They need not occupy a great deal of time; but
their influences, if they are well conducted, will
be sweet and heavenly—just sich as we Jove to
cherish: and in this way the spitit as well as the
manner of prase will be subjecc to improvement.
The method here proposed is a perlectly plain
one: and it has the advantage of having ofien
been tried with gtifying success. A single ghort,
dull, and formal prayer, atter two or three hours
hard drilling upon artistic elements, will be of
litle avail. The exercises, 100, should be weil
balanced, and have reference, not to the greatest
anount of proficiency in eame one givea direc-
tion, bat to the indispensable claims of religious
cdification. L1 these claims be fully met by an
appropriate system of training,and all will be well.
Lry this experiment.  Try it faithfully, and then
tell me if it does not succeed. For one, I can say
that, aftsr more than forty years’ experiénce and
observation, 1 do not recoliect a single example of
ultimate failure. nr

e
PRESENTATION.’

e nave felt much pleasure in being honoured
to present to a zealons and most unassaming
Sabbath School Teacher, in the name and on be-
hall of the young persons who have been his pu-
pils, and the objects of his solicitude and prayers,
a very handsome testimonial, consisting of «* Scott’s
Commeatary,” ** The Life, Remaias, Lectures,
Letters and Sermons of Rev. R. M. McCheyne,”
upon which is the following inscription

To Mr. William Johnston, Student in Knox’s

College.

We, the scholars of the Free Temple Charch
Sabbath School and Bible Class, feeling that
we arc under many deep zod lasting obliga-
tions to yoo, for your unwearied exertions in
teaching us the sacred truths of Scripiure, beg
your acceptance of the accompanying books, as
tokens of our gratitude, and may the Lord make
you suecessful in the work of the ministry, to
which you aspire.

Sigaced) Hran Craxrxr,
Oa behalt of the Sabbat’s School children.
Chinguacousy, March, 1850.

ERFRID.

At a meeung of the Presbyterian congregation
of Fkfrid, which took place on Satarday, Febru-
ary 234, a chasic and clegant set of sitver-plated
Caps, Flagzgon, &c., intended Jor the service of
the commaunion, was presented, in naine and on
bebalf of the Ladies of the congregation, by Capt.
Wm. Symes. Thanks were cordially teadered
20 the ladies, for their attention to the affairs of
the house of God, and their zeal in procuring such
an appropriate and acceptable gift—Com.
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The Puasevites in the National Churchhave be-
gon to persecute the cvangelical bretbren for read-
ing the Scriptnes. A Mr. Thoraton, lately
appoinied as 2 Scriptare reader, in the parish of
Cirencester, has been refosed the sacrament by
the Vivar,
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