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CHINA=TULYGAMY AMONG THE CHINESL.
DY REY. 4. I, MAPPER.

1 write to tell you romething about the domestic Wfe of the Chintse,
wu have probably heaed that polygamy prevaiis in this countey , but you
cannot teadily conceive of all the eficcts that it has upon their domesiie
state. Howstrange 1t woutd sound 1o you to heat pegsons apeaking sbout
seceral mathere: and how absurd and wiong it wautd appear 1o you ¢
have 10 lionour and obey any one niore than yourowa noser ! Hathere
every day we hiear persoas epeaking ol thewr mathers, and the cluldren i
any femilics must obey the pnncipal mothier more than thoir own.
Tow wicked you think it for parents to make any distinction bewween
the children ; but here, in many fatiies, some of the clildren are con-
sideredd and ireated Ly oil as more honourable than their brothers and
sictecs. 1 write to explain thesc thungs to you.

Neatly every gentteman that can atford the expente, taenies more than
onc wile, and the nich marey a great many ; some misery twenty, and
‘some cven thisty wives, The puncipal wife, and the one who s propeny
called wife, is marnied for hier rank and connccrions.  The husband and
wife never see each other ul) they are being masned.  "I'he matteris ail
atranged by o o and the be s often made when the
PAtties are very young. ‘The cngagement is ratitied and the marriage is
completed witl & mutual exchange of presents between e tv.o famrics
who thus become allied to each other,  T'he value of the presents vates
with the rank and weatih ot the fanunes.  Thus wile 13 counted the fady
of the houte and the liead of the family.

‘The othier wives (or mote propetly the concobines, arc ali dought, and
they are broughtliome without any ceremony. “Lhiey are all sccn before-
hiand, and they ate selected for their beauty and accompizhiments. The
price for which they are bought vanies from S200 to 820y0, accurding to
the wealth of the purchiagers and the estimaic they may place upon then.

These wives may ali ive in the same establishment, or, as 13 inore
tommon, the husband may hace severai establishments, or one for cach
wife. Still, all the children are subject to the toife, and siyle her firat
mother, and those of the secondary wives must houor and obey her more
than thar owa.  The children of the wile are more llunourvt{ han the
childrea of ihe othérs.  Yet, on the decease of the father, the property is
equally divided amoog all the ¢hildeeo, untess the fasher speciniy duccts
otherwise.  You can very readily concewe of she jealousrs, heari-
burnings and contentions this state of things gies nse o,  The history
of Sarah and her Egypuan maid-servant, wnom she gave w Abisham fur
a concubine, will occur to your , and the more 5 inCie
dentof Ishmae] cast off because he would not render the required humage
1o his younger brother Isaac, So, alvo, the jealvusies of Jacuirs wives,
and the contentions of Jacob's sons, and the evils and aflicuvns that hap-
pened to the good old patniarch, 1n consequence of thew, wul ail recur to
your minds.

When the prncipal wile dies, the husband may cuther advance one of
the secondary wises, (which 13 oficn done, 10 the place of the deceased ,
or he may mary another (which is more conamonly the case,, wah die
same ceremonies as he matried the first.  Sumcuumces they have iwo wives
of equal rank, and they are calicd * even wines Bus thas s veiy

1 eeldem, mnd ean enly bagpen under jecebar ctcumetances  as, for ex
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ample, & gentleman se teaveiling frong home, sl nuakea a marnage ene
wagement for fum son 5 3l teloge the wmtell gence re «Lea home, the mother
shouid have lkhewsee made an engagen.ent, both thero engagements mast
statd, atid the two ate caled “oven wores * The yuestion of precedenee
tetween them iepeitied by the prionty of the engageinent, or, if there is
much ditTetence i their aes, the clder 1akes precrdence.

Biat a e fatal destiuciton ol all domeste peace more frequenily
anses 10 1he clowing way =TT hurband, from vome feeling of caprice,
ot liom diskihe of his wife, contraty (o custom, places in hie own louse
hold vne ul dns scconissy wives, vn an cquanty with the principal wife,
anid requires ail the domcetics 1o pry (ke samo Ferpect to liee an they do
to the poncipat lady.  Sotne of there singutanties in their domestie Ml
were #0 etohingly vberrved 3o the laiy of a Chinese indy whotn Mre.
Happer visued a few days ago, that it nay be intezesting ta nate thein i
detail. Fhe lady e, by the way, n very remarkable nnd Intetesting
woman,  She viats Mrs. Happer and others tnieaonary Indies vety ofién,
She has & great serpect for furcigticrs, and Is exceodingly ansious 10
learn ali she can cbout they curtoms and manneis.  She poes mubly
beyoud what any vthee lady will do here to granfy hee curiosity,  She
went with iy wile to call on & meechisnt’s wifo, 10 sce the elegant hosea
in which the foreign smeschants hive, and to see how elegantly tliey me
furhsehed,  She ateo went wath lice to M Freacl's wedding, in ordee to
se¢ our mAthage custutns.  he is very anxious to go {o tlung Kong, 10
observe foreign curtoms there,

Her husband is wenlihy, and ia the twelfth child in n_large family of
childien, Shie o the punupal wife, and her hustand haé two secondary
wives, ‘The first eccondaty wife lives wak the wife, ot} 1he second poe
has a house w hewsell, s the husband loves her best, he spends inoat of
the ume withlier.  ‘Fhe wife hasa son and daughter ; the first sccondavy
wite has ino sons.  They have a pnvate tator tw teach theae three boys.
When Mr. Hepper visated ihems, the schoolroom was shown to hee  “The
firt g and the best chair and tablo were arsigned to the eon of {Ae
wife. [u & conepricuous place, 8 tablet, on whicl was fasceibed the e
of the sage Confucius, was placed,  Every day, when the thildeen come
1nto rchoul, they wusship Cunfucius, as the patron of feterw.  “‘Ihila Idad

stry 18 incuicdted wih the study of theit claerds, 2od it Ik aneacisted wihs
¥

the most interesung sceies of their youth  What a reproach §s this 1o
many echoois in Lhnatian lsads, where there is no devout acknowledy
meat_of the troe God, and wheace the Dible, the great foanwin of
knowledge, is excluded. o

‘I'he daughtes 13 nut invirected wath her brothers, but is sent oot td a
echool for girle, i thess own wtreet.  “These childen have all beeh sup-
pied auh ine Chisstian upks in use 10 our day-schools, and 1hry shaw
much interest, especially the little daughter, an interesting giM of twelvo
years, i cominuiing thet to emury  In anothier roomn-wie a hitile girl
learmng 1o ming.  Fhus gul is about nine yeats of nge, and the wos por
chased for ainety dusars.  She s very pretty, and is not put to work tike
a slave, but has siaves 10 wat and attend on hier  Hfer feet are bound to
smake her smali-footed, (which 14 the great evidence of gentility in China® ,
and a blind woman cumes cvery day 10 teach bier to sing  Evergehing s
dune to make her beautful and sccompluhed, so thatshe may bring a
Jarge puce when she arsines at the proper age to aell 1o be n secondary
w.fe. Maoy famiies buy and bring up children in this way for this pur
puse, ‘They buy others and bnng them up 1o be waiting-inalds to their
daushiers. !

The woman who comes dady to teach this girl 10 sing is, as I sated
above,bunds  Neadly all the professed singers here, 30 far s | know, ace
buad womea aud guls.  Every night that [ walk the sirecta | nieet a
aunber of these blind women, who are being led by some one efther going
to, o teturmag from the place where they had heen sent for toelng
These blnd siwgers play Clunese twnes on the guitar, and accompany
them wih their voices. Their temuneration for the singing duddng nn
evening depends upun the estimate of their kil

‘The above i3 8 vketch of the domestic Iife 10 one aspect of i1, in the
best families of this, the most civilzed and elevated heathen nation on the
givbe.  What a conurast 1o the dumeac wircle In oor highly favoated
land !—Who of you, alter readinz thiv, will not with mare atdeat feelinge
thank Gud fur govng sou yout birth and education sn a Chtistain 1and 3
—in a land wueie no plurality of w.ves is allowed o destroy all domesre
peace and hatmony —where each child loves and obeys its own mother



