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wise purposes (concerning which I will not now speculate) he permit-
ted a thorough corruption of this pure, divine, and ever lovely reli-
gion. To suppose taat we can bring order out of confusion, peace
out of present rampant clements, and spirituality out of such masses
of insinunting and wide-spread corruption as we have at this day, by
the cifort of 2 moment, is assuming what never has been, in any de-
partment, realized. Iiven under the eye of the apostles whosc min-
istrations were c\tnmdm'uy the reformers—-pupils of the apostles—
uceded reformation.  And that they had such awful spirits to deal
with, and eonvert, and reform, as we have in these years of grace, is
not farr oag wmoment to ba concaded. The dissolute inlabitants of
Corinth, were, as far as T am acquainted with the laws of mentals and
spirituals, far casier to be forined into the Image of the Divine Master
than thz part-civilizad, halfmoralized, quarter-christianized and alto:
gether sectarianized specimens of humanity that we have at this day,

Yet T would do violenee to my knowledge and sense of justice were
I to omit 5 bring prominently to noticz the undeniable fuct that by
the disciples, the sceds of truth have been sown that must ulti-
mately ripen to perfection.

That same in the reform ranks do not understand these prineiples,

or love them, nor are governed by them, nor care for them, I grant
you ; but, when candidly examined, there is nothing cither discourag-
ing or coudemuing in this trath thas honestly admitted.  Go with
me o0 the baginning of Moses’ law—to the commencement of the Gos-
pel—to the first labors of the great reformers in the sixtectth cen-
tury ; and you will find sbundant proof that the reformers in the
current century are not anomalous. What says the zealous and dis-
criminating Paul to some of the primitive converts? * “I awm® says he
to them “afraid of you ™ #I travail in pain tiil Christ be formed .1new in
you.” Do I thus speak to ward off your admonitions from those who
need them, or apologizz for the delinquencies and failings of very
many? You must see that my object is very diffewent.

A word in raspect to your own figure—soldiers of conquerars.
Who was Alexander, generally called the Great? Please read his
Listory amew. ‘the «rl'c'ttest Captain of his age, and the most succes-
ful conqueror, he subdch countries that he reqaired to.conquer again,
and was necessiated to retake posts.that he had himself st.xblxbhed-

What would jou think of wme, my friend, were I to passone of
your fields near Williamsville, where had: been pine stumps by the
hundred, and sanken rocks, and huge elders, and-pieces of stone wall,
aud piles of decayed branches and roots,—all sizes, sorts, and shayes.




