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ably furnishcdl, the total cost of which lias
been already paid. The St. John Prcsby-
teriaa Chuirch lias crccted a sparions and
elegrant 'lwelling for thecir aninister, which,
%when fully furnished, will bc one of the
inost corafortable manses iii connexion
witlî our body. Movcmcents in. the righit
direction are aise contcmplatcdl in other
churches, but ail the churches in bit City of
St. john are nt presenit suffcring severcly
irom the gencral stagnation of trade, and
ffperialiy fromi the almost cntire suspension
of shipbailding, in wlîich brandi of indus-
try niany of oui people are engaged. Ia
many parts of the country Preshytcrianism
lias suffered rnuchi, and stili suffers fromn the
inroads of other denomninations. Sinal

groups of ]?resbyterians found theraiselves
isolated and apparently neglectcd. With-
ont being convinced that other denomnina-
dions preached a purer gospel or possesscd
in organization cqîîally in accordance with
the Word of God> they yieldcd te the force
of apparent nccssity and they and their
posterity are lost te 'Prcsbyterianisin. We
indulge ia ne reflection upon those who, as
hest they could, preachced to our neglectcd
co.religionists t',e Word of life. We regard
theit having dont se rather as a kindmess.
But we deplore the necessity that led in
nny instances at Icast to the association

of our people with churehes whose doctrine
and polity they must have receivcd with
Mmny reservations.

CAUSES 0F WEAK&ESS.

Prcsbyterianism was seriously injured
also in another way. There arose ia some
instances, in neglected districts, mn who
entertainefi too high an estimate of their
own abilities to allow themn to rest satisfied
in merely rcadimg to their hearers the care-
fully preparcd sermons of wise and geod
men. These mon must preach ; and net
satisfied with Ù., position of Iay preachers,
they aspircd to tIne full standing ofebhristian
ministers wvithout any suitable: preliminary
nraining. In the Preshyterian church the
ambition of sauel men conld not bc gratiflcd.
la other denominations they were freely
offlered that which thcy wore denied in their
on. If by the study of the Shorter Cate-
chismi they had forn'ed soma acquaintance

with Systematie Thcology and possessed a
measure of tho gift of utteranco, thcy found
no difllculty in stepping into tie ministry
in connexion with a neighbouring denomi-
nation. Tbey were thercupon representcd
te their late co-religionists as menm of extra-
erdi nary powors, who had grace given them
to emerge eut of the darkncss of thecir for-
mer faith te dt ecarer light of their ncev
fourni associates. The effeet of sucb a po-
licy upon a neglectefi and îll-trainied -Pres-
byncrian population would naturally ho very
great, and coupled %vith. theo temptation
of regmîlar services in the new connexion,
ivas sufficient, in somae instances at lcast, to
induce large numbors te forsalte the faith
of their fathérs

The consequcnée is, that in xnany parts
c.? tlie country numbcrs have left us; and
in localities in %whieh tbirty years mgo we
had manly adhcrents we have nnow but vcn'y
few-thec few, censâistng strangely enotugli
of the best and the tvrst of otir former adhe.
remits. The best renisin with us beesufe
they believed thé, scriptural chai'acer o? our
doctrines and ehorèh orddr, and the worst,
rcgardimig the ngrue of ràbytrigmn aga
kind of patronlytii, havë ciainutd te weer
it as they dos thir sui£eeg.

SIOPEPUL PROSPECTS.

la New B3rumswick'ho*rcvcr, as elsewhero,
Presbyterianism huas lest no ground whcr-
ever it bas had a fair trial. It were toe
much to expect that our people, unce.;7d
for andnnstractcd fi the grounds of their
fath, should hold eut engainst the varions
influences brouglit to bear upe n ther.-
Whoever labour bas boom expended the
fruit is abundant. lu the city o? St. John
the oe church of thirty years ago bas be.
corna six, amd a seventh wiIl soion bc ergan-
ized. 01 these, four are in cur ownÀ con-
nexion, and tbey -vi11 bear comparison in
n:rengtb, order, intelligence, morality and
liberality with the churclues of any other
denonnination. Thronghôut the wlolc pro-
vrince our churehes'am- steadily inereasing,
and the scattercd fragmèénts wifll seon, by
tihe help, of God, be carefliUly gathered amd
grouped togethètr f hiôhùhoii thé lènigtlî
and breadth-ôf t1Tn*touuiý. In oui pas£
bistoryý theri intneh to inýitriet -us, and*in


