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persuade myseif that flic storrn niit blow over %without breaking np this sta-
tion, MîY bopes were howcverdisappointed. On Saturday tho first of Fbruary,
thero waýs a consultation hield arnong the chiefi3, (of whieli noither our friendly
natives ner 1 knew anything until afterwards) ut whicli itwas agreed that they
sihouid burn our houisos, rob us or our property, and oblige us fiee the isiand.
On Sabbath night, our Church -which hiad previously heen partially injured hy
the hurricane, was burnt, and an atternpt it is said, ruade te, burn our bouse.
Our friands say that the design of our enernieï wvas to hurn the Church, to
mnurder us ail in our beds. to rob, and thon to humn the Mission house. Tlir
design wvas hoevor frustrated, ne wo saw the lire shortly afier it was kindh-d.
There were a nuanher of ar.aed and painted savages ab3ut the Chýrch, iwheo
said that they liad corne fbr the pîîrposo of extinguibihing the lire. It is ovident
that the lire must have been kîndied hy sorne of" the par ty present, ais thcy livo
some two or' tliree tuiles distant, and were seen by u.s upen the spot îirinediately
aiter the lire liad uriginated-as nothing couid be, doue te save the Chiurch, 1 did
flot leavo MNrs. Niatheeon. wvho was then very ill,-àlr. Paton hioecvcr weut
out and prevented thein frein çottinc- lire te the heuise. As 1 %vas nuL eut thoey
took it for granted that 1 was sleeping, and h1r. Pafon overheard thein nshing
ene another where we slept, at, te smille tiîiie tiiere was an uiiaraicd native
(followed ciosely hy an arrùed eue,) atternptcd to collar Mmr. Paton-as hoe ad-
vanced Mr. 13 presented bis revolver, tho seeing of which caused the murder-
ous assassin te retra zo bis Cteps.

I was pleased to sec that noue of our friends were pre&ent, from whicb 1 lai-
fcrred at the turne (and which 1 afterwards found te bu truc,> that they knew
nething of the secret plots, which our ceerlies have of lato been laying for the~
overthrow of the Gospel upeia Luis island.

Die foliowing momning Rati carne te sec us, and seerned quite delighted with
the proceedings of the past nligh lt. Knowing that ho was the instigator of the
burning of the Chiurcli, 1 nsked hinu if they were going to 'continue their bad
conduct, hoe eoolly rcplied yes, we a~re going te burn your house te.duy or te-
morrew, if you don't go away ; I asked hirn, if they burut our house where
wo would lave-hoe said, you eau go and live on Aneiteum, or in sane cther
land-he aise went ou te say, Mlissi, you don't knew what we have been talk-
ing arnong ourselvesa, but I will now tell yen the truth, and yeni xay behiever
my word. It is my word and the talk of all the dark- hearted people on Tana,
that if you do net ail go away te-day or to-rnorrew, -we will hurn or break
down your bouse, and toal everything that you have; heforû yen came here,
people uiud te hear rny ward far and near, they used te believe that 1 tould do
uything und niako anythîing, they aise used te say great le the Word of Kati,
but uewy you Ltl thexa G~od makes everything, and the people ure beginning te
hear your word; and alh who receive the Word of Uod don't hear my Word, or
boliove that 1 arn god of the sea, of sic-ekueus, of food, &o. If, eontinuied ho
yen will ail go away, wo will lot your bouse stand untilit rots, ns the natives
at Port Resolu tien did witb MLr. Tîumner's. It vras in vain te attornpt reasoning
'wîth hlm, ho had pased huis Word thiat ho weould net proteet, us any longer ;
and while wo were at bis tender merey, ho might eomnnand any person -te de-
spateh us any moment, and bis eomnmanÏd ne man dare disobey,'under penalty
of death. I told bim, that 1 was net afraid of thein. that 1 bad corne hore with
i3od's Word te theru, and that God's word was neyer going te beave Tfana. I
said yen sec tbat Mrs. Matheson is new very weakly, and perhaps 1 May go
away with bier, until slle geLs1 "trollg; but I arn going te cerne back again, wben
two inoons corne and go, ho Said ne, yen are net te corne baok, I told hlm that,
perbapB God nuight mako his heart good before tw onocrns would bo past, and
that ho miglat thon waant me baok. Whlol wo wcrc talking. thie natives smvwa
vessol bearing down te our station-wo regardcd it us a special interposition of
earvidece-nnd aftor somae littIe consultation as te what was best te bo donc,

Dr. Paton and 1 agreed that we sheuld signalize ber; wae did se ; and sbicrtly
affer, the Captain auspeting that soetbing was wrong, sont the mate on shore,
saying that if we woe in distreas, ho would be happy te afford us any relief in
bis power. Tho mate ceing the perilous situation in 'ahich we wora placed,
retumned to the vossel and geL a body of armed natives. D-'riug bis absence,.
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