
1870. ~Lbe ~ome anb iottfgn 3&a~ut~.
couintabie fo, men and to God for the way
in which we fill this office; fer our own
sake, for the sake uf the chureix, and espe-
cially for Christ's saile we musit bu fatthftil.

On the Eldersliip tests to a vcry la-go cx-
cent the responsibiiity of kecping the churchi
pure. The Session acimits members te, tho
communion efth Ie visible chutrch ; and thtis
thc cliairnter of thxe communion roil dopends
on the Vigilance axad %wisdom eof the Eiders.
I- is the Sessioln'x work, te administex, dis-
cipline, to extpel the contumacious, to vindi-
ente the innocent, and keelp careful watchi
ever ail. The regulation of publicworship
rests %with the Session. The success of
Saltbath Sehools and of Frayer Mleetings
dcpends on the lienrty and vigorouis co-
oecration of the Eiders. There is no de-
partinent of c-hurch %vork in wiuih they
may not mnakec themselves e.minently usefulI

The sick, the dying, and thohe îvho mourn
the dead liave special dlaims on the EIder-
ship. I s any sick among. you ?-let hlm
call for the Eiders of thxe cluîrch, and let
them pray over him/'" The ciief sixepherd
of' the sheep, lias set ani exiimiple of tender-
ness anxd cave for the %widow, tho fatherles,
the stranger and the poor.

The Ruling Eider mu.st be a biameless,
circumspect and attentive man, iwho, watehes
carefully over bis charge; onle iho, is
prompt ce embracre opportunities eof useful-
aess; "lmoderato in ail his desires nnti ixx-
ilulgences ; meek, kind auti prudent towarids
ail mcen ; ,glix to ixospi tRlty especi.illr to-
wards the poox'; not gx-ecdys of fltly lucvre; j

nQt qunnuLonie; resigtci, peicenle, for.
<,iyin-.' IlThe folly, ostentation,, c'on-
forxnity te, the worid, cxtravag-ance nd
ungodliness of un Etder's fatnily wil
inevitabie and grentiy lessexi bis influence
nd prevent his usefai.xess as 'tell as muin

lits eomfort."-Scott.
Eiders sbould ho exampîes of pliant

temnper Ilso, far as their own intercsts and
humtours are concea-ned, but fia-m ia the
cause of God ; thira cild-en should bc
patterns of good eondiùct anid rixe biessed
resuits of faitixful taaiixxg

Throughouc cvery period of her history,
tbe Presbyterian Chaarch has derivcd mueh
benefit from hier Eilder8iaip. Mhat is tr-ne

of the past holds truc of eut- own time. la
the ranka of the Eiderslxip wo find eminent
Statesanen, Lawyers, Jariges, Lords, E'arls,
and maerchant pa-incei,, aide by side wiffi
humble plownien n id artizaxs,-love to
Christ and to mon benxiY the ali-sxxfflciéut
bond of union between the high and the
lowIy. What do net the Free Preabyterian
Cîxurchles of Enxgand, Seotiand and Ia-elaxid
owe te the zen!, and iiberatity, and publie
sparit of' their Ruiing Eiders i llecexxtly,
wheai the Irish Preshyterian Chureh had ID
confro-nt the criais of lier history, whon she
hnd te detea-anino wvhetiaer sho was te be a
living and expansive chureh, or a dwarkd
and dying sect;l the meft who sta-uek the
keynoew of the noble music te which shie is
xxew marching to glory, and henourx, and
iminerraiity, wea-e bier Rulirag Eiders.-
Bishep Bua-net tells us that in Qixen
rEiizabeth's day it %vas proposed by the
truly Protestant party ia the Chxureh of
England te introduce the Eldei-ship, but
the Queen and Burleigh dislhked tIhe pro-
posai, sceing danger in it to, the royal
prerogative "a ince if the concerna of me-
religion came into, popular bands, there
would ho a power set xp diatinet freux the
Queen's, ox-er wbhich tfhe coaid bxave tu
autîaority.1" In the rejeetion of this p*ro-
posai mny we not rend axueh that 'Ig dark
and wiid andi lopelessly errant ini the sterý
efth ie Anglican Establishment?

The Eiders or Preshyters nre ail, ns we'
lxelie're, a-egaa-ded in Sca-iptume as one
elnss ef ofie-bena-eri; aud our chaxa-li
rightly Ixolds tue Ilpxrity of Presbyters>
ns a fuaxdamoexxual Ipriicfpîe. - et' ive niUst
recognize differexîces eof fu'nletio n 'ceo'rdini,
te the gits anxd caliing of tue Rend of the
Chureit Some are distinetively -Preaeh.ing

Eides; ther ar EnlngEders Bùtthe
Eider ivîxo is a Pastor, idl .s .a' Ril,
Edèr. Ie comibines tixe tW.o fxxactiovs.
Aceoa-ding te, Scriptu-e teàchiùg ais weII'às
anaiogy we hold that the 1?uling Elder,
xvhiie bis distinctive funetien ia to rdue,
should aise, bc aleaching Elder acording te
bis aibiiity whenever opportcanity offea-s,
whonever the xeeesnities of the, pétiple de-
mand it.

Wheu -a ongregation la withoat a Pastor
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