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Sowed Com for Winter Forage,

A writer in The Olio Jarmer says —y op. vi-
ments with it have resulted in the Hllowing eonela-
sions : First, that one acro of cornsnwn in drills
threo feet apart is worth more than two actes planged |
to winter cattlo on.  Tho first I sowed in Juae, four
years ago, from tho 10th to 23th ; stock il well on
1t fodin tho bundle. I have raised some every yia=
s'nc~, but sowed late, and cattlowanl t nnt f1tt 0 f1st
enough to suit me.  Last year I soweil in May, ahnut
tho 20th, three pecks per acra; cuitivated twiee, anii
cut anid stooked, then cut with the Empire 'ecd-Cut-
ter, and fed from ono to two bushcls per head, amd
am receiving gratiiying results from it now

In sowing carly tho corn carel well, in fact agoord

art woulid have done to erib, therefore, having more
ieart or substance, and by cutting it from one to
ono and a-half inches long, cattle eat every part clean.
It is not as mauch work to cut the fodder as it would
be to hysk corn ; the stalks are sweeter and softer
than wacn bandle:d as they are whea 1t 13 husked.
Tho corn thoulld, when cured, bo piled as closo as
possible, an- heated, ta keep it from drying too mueh

Ono acro fed the first of this winter mcmi'-ﬁve
head three weeks.  Sinco tincn I havo had but
enoush to feed once a day, one bushel per head, then
straw in tre yard at noon, and hay at night My
cattle aro doing well, in fact are growing.

Fell Treatment of Meadows.

The grass crop is the most important intusest of
agriculture. As represented by figures in census
renorts and estimates of crops, its real valuo 13 far
from being properly appreciated.  While the value
of tho bay cut and carried into barns each yearin the
United States amonnts to over §100,000,000, taking
a price of LI5 a ton only a3 the basis, a larger amount
of grass than this is consumed as pasturage  Thus
tho value of our grass products would esceed that of
the corn crop or any other single product of agricul-
ture. Grass, therefore, is “King”  Nevertheless
there is no crop so carclessly managed A certain
amount of careis taken to gatherand protect thelny
cach year, but as soon as that is saved tho meadows
are neglected, as if their conditiun was an clement
not to be considered :n the caleulations for a future
supply Thus, when a more than usually ham winter
or a very dry spring occurs, the grass crop £.11s shiort,
tal inconvenience and loss, i not distress, tin
consequencss. It 13 the boast of the enthusiast»~
farmer that ke may bo independent of the seasr.a
Ilowever near to, or distant from, the truih he may
Do as to grain crops, he is near tho truth as to grass
This may be made 28 nearly a certamn crop as wemav
call any sublunary thingcertain  Just nowisa eritieal
time with meadows, and where do wesee any especial
Pains taken to carry them over it safety ? Certaaly
in Lut few instances ; but in them, constant suceess
shows that the careful farmer may in fact, so far ae
this crop is concerned, fecl little anviety as to what
weather he may experience.  The hay having been
barvested, the plant, whether clover or grass, 13
checked very senously by the cutting  No timo can
be better chosen to kill a plant than to cut it nhen in
full dower. Just at this time, too, the fervid hieats uf
of our summer's sun Lear with njurions effect upan
the wounded plants, and a large portion of them die
out and disappear. We have no sod A true sol,
in which the plants grow so thickly that no mterven.
ing spaco or soil is to e seen, is a thing unknown to
us  Even beneath the clouded, werping slies of
Britain, the production of such a sodis 2 mavter of
timo and the greatest care. An Enghsh proverb Lias

itthat 1t takes 300 years 10 make a sod  Yet we
talk of our sod. It 13 a thing not mdigenous here
The course wo take 13 destructive to all our hopes
ofonc. We cut the grass, and when, 1n spto of
drouth and heat, a weak growth onee more appears,
o turn in our stock and pasture 1t to the ronts agam
Then the frosts of Winter come, hy which 1t 13 torn
out by the roots, and penishes for want ot pratection

aTs

The soil uncovered to fierce winds 13 denuded of

cvery particle of dead matter that wonld reb and
fertdlize a new growth, ond when - prng [RULTERTEITN
th sy growidis pastured w0 Gl Ga Last mwoment,
when it i allowed to grow to be mown onco more,
It ia simply marvcllous that en hali our farms a hay
rrop can be gathered  That cur average hay crop i3
Wt least one ton per aere, is a standing proof that our

nl i3 not improtenished, as we are made to behieve.
It m1y be that onr povaty 1s such that tlus state of
t'unzs mued eontinue.  But if *“tho destruction of
the pr 19 thar poverty,” it would seem that this
eondit on shold he nomedied a3 soon as possible.
The cvit 1 radical  1e con asts i making the wrong
crap ey stan Tad oug, oar Y aveted " erop. This
hould e gro-g,md 1ot roru And to bring thisabout,
we must firet harn how preatly we depend on our
zrass ; that witheat at, 1t 13 m vain we try toincrease
nur flochs *nd hends, anl pres rve our ficlds i fruat.
fulrese Then wenny tube the sumplost means to
pre-ery *our mevdews from dederiorati m Whea the
crop i3 removald, we must protect them from the
sun’s heat and the drouth by a dressing of manure,
or wo muct »f mulate them mto actinve growth by
dreseines of active fert-bzers, so that they wi'l foon
be self pratectins Then, if pasturcd at all, it must
ba with yudgment and moderation, and the winter's
snows must fall uprn o thick coat of faded grass
which will shelter the routs, and dying down, furnish
fond for a new growth  If wo consider that the
srowth of roots bears a preportion to thoe size of the
plant, wwe shall zim to keep a vigorous growth above
%roxmd by wlach the rovl may Jraw wWhat it needs
rom the alundunl couries of tho atmosphere, In
short, we must give much wore consideration to the
condition of our mendows il ve would keepup, not to
spealks of ineresing, tho teriibty of our farme,—N, .
Times

e

Haterials for Top-Dressing,

Beforo the fall raius come on, veery farmer should
have a large compost lieap ready for top-dressingg hus
mowmg lots. Wo are satistied, from nany years'
experience, that a tp-dressaar i the carly Autumn
i3 worth twice as much asone inthe Spring, and that
tha dressing nued not be of the nicliest matenals,
The meadous, espeerally 1t the aftermath has been
cut or grazed, neid something to keep them in good
heart, give vigor tv the rovts uf the grasses, aud pro-
tect them from the ngors of winter. Almost any
covering that will answer the purpose of 2 muleh—
that 13, will keep the <oil {rom being lude-bound, and
enable it to absorb tho rch gases that descend in the
{all ra.ns wnd the Wiuter suuns—wall be good ma-
teraal for top-dressing  All stravwberry cultunists
Kuow 1} goad eTets whuh roenlt from covering
their vines with straw, leaves, w1 oven hemloch
Woughs. When umsveral an the spring the vines
look fzesh mnl wvigorous, stast off with a lusunent
growth, and the deep given enlor of the leaves con-
tinues through the siason Nu observing cultinator
supposes that thes dieets wie due 2uldy to the pro-
testion from cobd which the covenng has furmshed
The straw, or boughs, or whatever the covering has

hecn, has Lipt the suid purots and enablud at tu,

alnorh furtdity frum that gieat reuevoit of fertilizang
matenial—the atmo.phere.

In like mamer, f we spread a light covering of
straw, or leaves, or fine brauclies frum trees, or
wovlen waste, or By porous matenial—we care not
much what—over a meadow, the grass will grow
laxuniantly under 1t, showing that fertity comes
from the aur an part, at least  We have often
Liched over a dump of muck as we have crossed a
top-dressed fild, and have been surpnised to find
how larse and vigorous were the young stalks of
srass whicki were gtowang umderat,  The raw muck
could not furzush saudds toud for plants, bt it Lept
the ground most and poreus, 20d was aself a gond
absorhent of the gases of the mr  Of course we

sliould profer some nchi-r matenal for tup-dressing |

than straw or smudk, but we are confident that the
mulehing effects of covering land with some porous
material have heen undervalued

In formng a_enmpnst, therefore, for top-dressing
mradows, we dilute the manure greatly with suds,
muek, Iraf mold, or even good Iuauwnnyth.ng, in
fact, wlich s a good absorbent and will make the

surface of the meadow more porous, and it is sur.
}m;m‘z Liow Lttle Loven of pure monure will set a
a1l of corupost in fermentation, amd reduco the
whole to that putrescent stato_jn which it Jrest gub.
eorves the purpose of top dressing,  Animal manure,
haviry, inits passage thoough tho viscern, received
from the (Jleto matter with wich it hiaa come in con.
tact a tendency torapd Ceeay, impartsthis tendency
to the muck, or snlsm the comll)ost heap, justasonw
rotten apple in a Larrel taints the whole, ~ Whether
this cficet 13 duo {o the reeds of deeny which the
mannre containg, and wh.eh propagate (incmsclves ay
do tho aceds of yeast, or whether 1613 the result of
what chemists call cutalysis or contact, we wall not
stop th enquire , Lut that euch is tho consequence,
all “observing com.post-zakers must havo noticed.
Henco tho great lenedit of the compost heap, nsit
cnablus us o make o little manure go a great way in
furnislung top-dresang A luad of might soil can be
composted with L2lf o ¢uzen loads of dry muck, or
leaf old, and tlLe whole :pread on forty rods of
meadow wall do 2 v much (xeention 83 the mght-soil
alene wvoull ontinr s

In farming {Pe ¢ mpoct heap it is uot aleolutely
essenfral that we shoubl have euy manure to start
the pdo m famentation. A dead borse or other
annnzl, or some refasc Proews of shan from a tamiery,
craumg from a prp rvill, or the rfuse of a glie
factory, or the sxrerpinga of & woolen-mill, will have
the sne effect on the compost a3 the manure.  All
amumal matter, with the cxeeption of wool, hair, and
bunes, decays rapauly derng the summer, ana une
parts the ot tulideney te overy orgatuzed substance
with which it w0y e in contact. Even woolen
waste, which alons would dceonpose clowly, is
generadly o saturated witho:l, o lnglxxly carbonzecous
and consequently inflazruable substance, that it
lcats up tho comipest hezp admnably. A snontan.
coud combustion groes on an the ple, Which rpeedily
recuces the whole wto a pod condition for ton-dress-
mg. It o few bushels of wood-ashes, say five or six,
can be added toa cord ol compost, made of muck
and woul naste, or Lizaig, or sowe such matter full of
ammoz, we desiry no better top-dressg.

If pzatber anueal mronse, nordead annnal matter
of any Lnxd, tish and flesh meluded, can be obtaned
to a8 the cumpest heap in fermentation apd furnish
1 With aumonig, than tse the zoap-suds from the
lzundey and the slo; s fro tthe Litchen and the cham-
ber  where ore dew things that will put a compost
heap en the road to puirefaction better thon the
resuse water of the laviadty,  ‘Tha contams, |oides
soap, tue Blth of dothes, which have wecenned the
exbalitivas from the pures of the skun, ad 13 really
txch aa dfivte aninal matter. . Poured around the
house, a1t too often 15, 1. produces one of the worss
sulls umaginable; put upon cacumber or grape
L5 it s a moss lusuriaut growth , Lut the best
P!.‘.u.' fur this water, aud, mdecd, all the slops of the
1nse, 19 the compuat Leep, wlire all the rch gases
gencited by its tamentition will be retamed, and
wlliad in decompusing much otlier orgau o matter.
W sumtimes Luur pussons hiung in ullages or the
suburks of cities, and keeping uo stock, cumplain
that they have no resource tor fertilizers. "The
have @ garden spot, bud o means to enneh it We
always puty the dgnoriece of such eomlainers.
Hov . o oo abundaie of hrhlizmg msterial, they
hnows ot Eury family of Lalf a dozen persons
st furnish from the clambers, the Latchen, and
Laundzy, tosay nothuggot the water-closct, suflicient
andorial, if i only tghtly managed, to diess nickly
snreroof land I the tght-swd s mcluded, two
actes cnbe hopt g osd Lart by every such famaly,
even if there 18 110t & cow or chicken on the premiscs.

Chip dirt, well rotted muck and sods, and in some
casts Loud Jurm, vadont eay peppening of bam-yand
m.niic oz speaad £ it hzc of any sort, wall make a
goud tp-dressing fur na old meadow.  These serve to
Lighten the sl anlare good absorbunts of fortihzing
wetertad from the s, thoegh they may ot contaim
much m thansdhves WO Lave heen serposcd to
noliee the results of spreuting alluvial seil, taken
from the Tank of & niver, upon a clay loam. Tho
alluvi.l seumed mostly composed of sand, hut it gave
the el luam new Lie.  There were doubtless ralts
uf varius Laeds in the 2llavial, which gave tho sand
additivaal vatue, Lit the compact c(day was as much
fmprove Uy the sand v braad 1 improved by butter.

W Lave abo ween miost benetiaal results from top-
dressii,s muchy Lusd—that 1s, land abounding n
Vogutd o matfur—wath pase sand taken directly
from (e pit to the mcadow. ‘Ihe quantity and
quality of the herboge wore greatly unproved LUy thus
therput and most sanple of o1l top dressings,

The resources of fortibit; are abundant, 1f we only
have aucye to discoser them ; and we often over-
louk th m at hote, and s.arch at a distance for the
tor ¢astly and leos cflivient.—dAlexander Hyde in
N Y Zines.




