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will simply be—sent off to do mischief clse-
where,  Our mounted police will doubtless
keep them out of the Yukon,

The Hon. Mr. Blair has, as Minister of
Railways, declared that the Dominion gov-
ernment has under consideration the estab-
lishment by statute next session of a Cana-
dian railroad commission having, no doubt,
like powers of supervision of rates and pre-
vention of preferences to those exercised by
the like English tribunal.  If so, this will be
good. When, however, Mr. Blair spoke elo-
quently in favor of the state ownership of
railroads, and regretted that Canada did not
build, own and work the C. P. R., he talked
what in his casc scems very like claptrap,
since despite these and many other like sen-
timents of his, the Minister of Railways
assented o the handing over of the Yukon
railrond concession on the easiest terms to a
body of contractors. The trouble with the
Hon. Mr. Blair is, that he does not live up to
his opinions.

It is clear trom careful comparison of the
conilicting reports as to the various Yukon
routes and equally careful sifting of their con-
tents, that those who can so do, will be wise,
it they postpone making north for a fortnight
or three weeks, and meanwhile remain in one
or other of our British Columbia cities. Evi-
dently no progress worth mentioning can be
made on any of the trails until about the be-
ginning of the first week in May, and
meanwhile living will be found far safer and
morce comfortable in Vancouver or Victoria
than in Dyca, Skagway or Port Wrangel.
Those who lcave by the trails ere mid-May
will likely enough soon find themselves little
behind those who ““footed it” much earlier.

ANOTHER KLONDIKE GULL-TRAP.

A company, entitled the Klondike-Cassiar Miners
and Traders, Limited, has been incorporated in
London, England, under an authorized capital of
£125.000. It is to acquire, for the big sum of
460,000, of which 427,000 are payable in cash, the
remainder in stock, three claims on Boulder creek
i the Klondike, engage in river navigation on the

Yukon and connected rivers, and undertake general
trading. Thedirectors propose also—as they state—
and if they can, to purchase a Klondike railroad
charter and peddle it off to a subsidiary company,
The company will also prospect in Cassiar. None
of the directors appears to be a man possessed of
any Northwest Canadian experiénee, and, as the
Loudon Statist says, the company is ‘‘ playing it
very low down’’ in somie of its offers to catch in-
vestors, two of which the MINING CRITIC ventures
to quote. ‘I'hey run as follows :

L00,--INVESTONS WISHING TO GO TO KLONDIRE =\,
thongh th Dircctors feel satisfied that there will be vo hiek of
muen available at Dasson City for all posts they may teguire o
AL they have deelded to send out i few others whom they shal
constder qualificd to it positions of trust at various points of
the Klondike distriet, cach one of whom must, however, be
holder of i -t less than 590 Ordinary Shares of this Company. and
must be willing to sfgn o contriet enggning to devote Ws entige
services for two years to tie tnterests of the Company. wineh in
turn will engaggo stsedf to furnish all supplies for that petiod,
pay hima salary of £299 perannum, and procure his passage nut
and baek at the end of the two years,  Before the two Years nne
eapired it is confidently espeeted by the Diveetors that <oyl
subsldiary companies witl have been formed by this compans . i
which cse preference will be given to those sharcholders vy,
acecompany this expedition and show the requisite qualifieation.
to aet a8 managers. ote., of such companies at inereased salazies,

L£400.~Investors of this amount in the * KLONDIRE-CaASsLwg
MINERS ANDTRADERS, Limited.” will be entitled to a free pussaze
on the Company's own steamship as fur as St. Michaels. aud
thenie by the Compuny's own river steamboat to Dawson Cliy.
thus avolding Jong and tedious rallway journeys and the neces-
sity of tracking ucross the dangerous passes. ‘The stemmnslap
will leave England about Aprit 2nd, and be thoroughly cquipped
with first-cluss accommodation for u limited number of pas-
Sengers,

Expertenced surgeon and stafl.  Excelleny calsine.

One of the Directors will accompany the ship.

The first of these offers is singularly suspicious,
it being a usual method of a dubious concern to
secure the money of investors by offering asituation
on salary in return. Everything about the Klon-
dike-Cassiar Miners and ‘Traders, Limited, looks
doubtful, and though the directors suggest a likely
profit of £350,000 a year, it is more than likely that
any investors foolish enough to back the concern
will lose all their money. It is to be hoped that the
British public has left the promoters of so doubtiul
a concern well in the lurch. The company’s steam-
ship, if ever it starts, misses by twenty-four heurs
only the correct time for its departure. It certainly
should leave with its investor passengers on April
1st—** All Fools’ Day.”

DOESN'T THINK MUCH OF THE EDMONTON
ROUTE.

The Western Mining World, in its last issue, con-
tains the following brief and suggestive ‘‘personal-**

“‘Phe Hon. Richard Lockey, who is suspected of
being very int mate with the Edmonton route to the
Klondike, was in Butte this week. It is thought
he was trying to organize a stampede to the north
pole.”

Our Butte contemporary is not so very far out in
comparing winter and early spring travel to Klon-
dike via Edmonton with a north pole expedition.



