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RH-ODE'ý ISLAND E-XPE,'RIhlE,,NT STATION AND
AGRICULT URAL COLLEGE.

BV HI. S. BABCOCIR, PROVIONC}t. R.I.

X T Kingston, R I, twenty seven nileq by rail

froi Providence, are situated the Rhode Island

Esperiieiint Station and the Rhode Island
Agricultural College. These two institutions, while
under the sanie general management, are separate and

distinct. At the former the work is purely experi-
mental, and in its poultry departnent some vahiable
experinents, begun by Mr. Samuel Cushman and con-
tinued by Mr. Flagg, are in progress. The principal
ones are upon the crossing of various pure breeds of

geese, to ascertain whetlier for practical purposes
crosses are superior to the pure breeds or nlot, and
wlhich crosses are the best for the varions uses to

which the young geese mnay be put. In the course of

a year or two the results obtained will be published in

a bulletin fron the station, and we predict it will be of

great value to geese raisers.
Tlie Agricultural College lias also a poultry depart-

ment, not vet fully built up, under the charge of Prof.

A. A. Brigham. At the timne of our visit there, April
12th, 1897, Professor Brighai had out about four

hundred chickens of various sizes, fron two and a

lialf pouids down to those just hatched. There were

in operation five or six incubators in the new incuba-

tor cellar, and the probabilities were that the nuniber
of chickens would be greatly increased. At the pres-
ent tinie the stock consists of Rhode Island Reds,
white Wyandottes, barred and white Plymouth Rocks,
lght Bralias, buff, wlîite anud bro nn Legliorns, a few

white Indian Ganes and Pekin ducks. Other breds
will be add:d as opportunity affords, until'it will bc
possible to seu at Kingston representatives of nearly
every recugnized breed of domestic fowls.

While more or less experimxenting vill probably be
donc, it is the purpose of the College to keep these

fowls for practical use, to provide eggs and poultry for
use at tic dining hall, and possibly to furnish to others
any surplus wlich mnay be obtained. But the fowls

arc to serve another and important use they are to

be factors in the educational work of the College. The

design is, if sufficient funds eau be obtained for the

purpose, to carry into effect the ideas which this
writer suggested sone time ago in thiese columns, to
give instruction to the students in poultry keeping.
The plan, wlhen fully inatured, Will probably consist
of a course of lectures, with demonstrations, upon the
embryology,.physiology, hygiene, pathology, mîîating,
judging and marketing of poultry, so that a graduate
fron this College can becone a thorouglily inforned
poultry keeper if lie desires. Instruction, it is
expected, will be given lot only by the resident pro-
fessors but by various proninent experts. In a word,
the plea for higher poultry education which we made
sone tinie ago bids fair to be realized in the State of
Rhode Island. Sinice writing the above the College
has coniinenced such a course of instruction. It is
recogized by, the management of the College that,
here in the East, poultry keeping is an important iii-
dustry, that it opens for young agriculturists an oppor-
tunity to obtain a better living tlian can be obtained
fron raising general crops, and tlat by its use lands
now considered of small value will becone profitable to
their owners, that the State will be made riclher
througlh the utilization of waste lands and the increased
value of the products. To acconiplish such results
will be a noble work and those who plannîîed it deserve
all the encouragement possible to be given.

The State of Rhode Island has been liberal to the
College in the past. There is soon to be erected a new
building, for which the State lias appropriated
$45,ooo. But even greater liberality will be required
to realize all the plans which are iow but dinly pro-
jected. But ioney spent on such an institution is
wisely employed. It is bread cast upon the waters
which will return after iany days. If, for example,
dit plans of Professur Brighan are carried into effect,
and a complete poultry establishmnent is built up and
the needed ins.ruction is given, in a %ry few years,
througli the increased value of the tracts of land de-
voted to poultry keeping and the increased value of the
poultry products, the State will receive back both
principal and interest on the noney nîeeded to do this
work.

It will pay anyone who lias an opportanity to do so,
to visit this institution, or ratier these institutions.
Wlo ever does so will be assured of the nost courteous
treatient fron Dr. Wasliburi, the President, Pro-
fessors Brighign and Flagg, and indeed fron everyoie


