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. THE STRAYED LAMB.

A little lamb, one aftornoon, )

. Had from tho fold departed; -
_The tender Shepherd missed it soon,

. And sought it broken-heartcd. ’

Not all the flock thati shared his love
Could from the search delay him,

Nor clouds of midnight darkness move, -
Nor fear of suffering stay him,

But night; and day ho went his way,
* Insorrow till he found it,

And when ho saw it fainting lay,

" He clasped his arms around it. .

And closcly sheltered in his breast,
From every ill to save if, .
ITo took it to his homn of rost,
And pitied and forgavo it.

And thus the Saviour will receive
Theo littlconcs who trust him;

Thelr pains removo, thelr sing forgive,

And draw thom gently near him— .

Blest while they live; and whon theyidie,
‘When soul and body sever,

Conduct them to his home on high,
To dwell with him forever.
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THE DOOR-MAT CHRISTIAN.
BY REV. WILLIAM HASLAM, M. A.
(Author of * From Death into Life.")

I went to a place* to- preach in. rotation
with others. Thefriend whe invited me, in
courge of convexs'tf;xon, suid ** By the way,
what are you going to preach about to-
night.”

I said, ¢ Have they ever heard about
door-mat Christians 2

¢ No,” he replied, *¢ what may they be 7"

I zmswexed *“Let your curiosity rise to
tip-too in oxpcctatwn, and I will tell you
at tho proper time.”

- *“No,” ho said, *‘my curiosity is roused
quito enough now ; tell meat once.”

¢ Suppose,” I s.nd ‘‘a great man invited
you to dinner, and suppose you are a very
humble-minded individual ; that is, one
who thinks much of’ youlsc,lf and “your
humility. You have received the invita-
tion, and wish to accepb it ; but you are
really” so unworthy ! You inmgino that
the master of the house knows nothing
about your unfitness. You walk up and
down outside the house, saying, ‘I am in-
‘vited to this great mansion, lmt how can
suchas I goin? At last, you gn up trem-
bling to the dvor, and give a timid single
]mock like a beggur or mther, such as
beggars used to give.  When the door is
opcncd yow ask if you may enter, though
you have been invited to the fost. You
are bidden to come in, aud assured again
and again of your welcome ; but still you
remain standing on the dnox‘-unt wonder-
ing whether you have any good reason for
boing there.

b bmm,blmur koeps telling you that you|s
are not ncccptcd All this time the door
is open behind you, filling the house with
coldair, Yourworldly friends outside ook
on and wonder what you are doihg there
on the door-mat. You have been bidden
to come to the dining-hall and to the ban-
quet, but you shrink back for fear and feel
your unworthiness. You have some hope
that ‘you may geb to the great banquet
when you die! Think what a troublesome
guest you would be, and how unwelcome
too, if you are not’ to come to dinner till
you are dead !”

¢ Oh,” said my friend, ‘I begin to see
what your drift is now. You mean to say
that wo bring the invited guests just inside
the door of salvation andleave them there,
mst;e’.td of bringing thom to the banqueting.
hall.”

“Yos, indeed,” I said, ‘“and I mean
even more than that. If you will look at
the story of tho prodigal, you will see that
there are five things provided for him, and
that they are all ready. Theroe is the kiss
of réconciliation or pardon, the robe, the
ting, tho shoes, and the fatted calf. No
wonder that young converts aro not satis-

are provided, and they only take one.

“Supposing & legacy were left you in
five figures, 12, 345—twelvo thousand three
hundred ﬂnd forty five pounds. You go to
prove the will, and, because of your humil-
ity, you only tako fivo pounds. Would
that satisfy you'!

] expeet,” said my friend, ‘I am one
‘of your door-mat Christinns. I do not
think I am further than that. Like the

| my gins.

ficd or satisfactory, when five such things|

prodigal son, I was a lonfr tuno makmﬂ'
resolutions and wishing ; but when I arose
to go to my Father, ho met mo and forgave
Thero I have sto pped.”

“8t. Payul tells us,” 1 said, “‘that
through this man, Chrlst;J esus, is prea.ched

| forgiveness of sins, and by him all' that

beliove,” that is all ]iko you, who have
received forgiveness, ‘are justified.” AS&
surely a8 you have received your welcome,
there is the best robe for you.” .

* What is that 7’ asked Iny friend.

‘Qur rabe,” I replied, **is our justifica-
tion before "(God, our being accounted
righteous for Christ’s sako, as it wo had not
sinned. Being justified by faith we have
peace thh God, we have access to our
Father in hewen, and we. rejoice m t;ho
hope of the glory of God.

*¢ Next, there is the ring for our lmnd, a
token of our onencss with Christ now, as
we were one with Adam before, His God
is our God, and his Father ours. We arc
united to hlm, a8 o bride is- united with
her husband.

* Then thero are tho shoes for. our feet,
to protect us from the flints and thorns of
this world. ~While we aro in the body we
come into contact with the world, just as
our feet touch the ground upon which we
stand. We nced this protection, and it is
provided for us by and in the graco of the
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘

¢ Lastly, wo have the fatted calf, the
feast of communion with the Father, in tho
gift of his beloved Son for us. He so0
loved us that he gave us his Son, and we
love him in consequenco, and so feast and
rejoice with him in tho banqueting houso,
where the banner over us is love !”

My friend was ovidently thinking, and
was silent. Itherefore continued, ¢ When
you sec & rejoicing Christian, one who is
not afraid or ashamed to tell what the Lord
has dono for his soul, you see & man in tho
banquet. Such an one -recommends it,
and is not content to feast alone, but
longs for others to como and pnrtako with
him-of his Lord's bounty It is as free for
them as for him.” :

¢ T do not wonder now,” said my friend,
““at the doubts and misgivings I am sub-
jeet to. I am nothing but a door-mat
Christian ! T havo been trying my best to
make myself happy by doing all tho good | .
I could to other people. How may I enter
into all theso privileges 7’

I answered : ‘““You may have thcm as
frecly as you received pardon. - You re-
ceived that by simple faith, by the same
faith you may rejoice in your justification
before God, and realize your oncness with
Christ, the protection of his grace, and the
fulnoss of hig-blessing. It is all. provided
and offered together, thoughyou enter into
the oxperience of these several blessings
ono by one, progressively. Why take five
pounds; when you may have twelve thou-

sand three hundred and f01 ty-fivo ¥"—The
Christian,
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A REMEDY FOR POVERTY.

The money that drink takes from a man’s
pocket is thielenst of its robberies.
also hispower to replace the money.  Brain
cells, nerves, tissucs, muscles are all im-
paired, and in the end the victim becomes
physically, mentally, and morally utterly in-
competent as n wage carner. 1t is hecause
Prohibition strikes at this cause of indivi-
dual debasement that as a remedy for pov-
erty it stands forth tho unapproachable
chicf. The single tax will not do this,—
Ziow's Advocate.
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NEW CLUB RATES..
The following are the Nuw Crui Rares
for the Messe~cER, which are considerably
reduced :

1 copy...... Chereeeeean, .$ 030
10 copies to one address..... 2 25
20 ¢« ¢ oo, 440
50 ¢« « “o 10 50

100 ¢« ¢ ..., 2000

Sample packago supplied free on applica-
tion Jouy Doveary & Sox,
Publishers, Montreal.
—e———
MoxnzrEALDAILY WirnEss, $3.00 ayear,
post-paid. MoNTrEAL WEEKLY WirNess,
$1.00 a year, post-paid. Jonx DoUcALL

& Son, Publishers, Montreal, Que.

It takes |-

DOMIN ION PRIZE COMPETITION

THE  STORIES SENT TO THE .mnar.s-—mm_m
' NUMBER—WHERE THEY .COME FROM—
. WHAT THEY: ARE ABOUT—WHAT WILL
- BE DONE WITH THEM."

One thousand oneé hundred and mnet;y
three stories- havo been received in the
Dominion competition. This is a great
many, yeb we expected more. . Therealiould
have been more out of above ten thousand
schools. Still, we are not dissatisfied. On
tho contrary, the results have been more
than satisfactory. In the first place every
Provinco i§ represented. In the second,
a very casual observation shows that there
are many really good stories amongst them.
Our readers will be pleased at this, for .wo.
purpose printing somo of themin the #Wit-
ness, and others in the Messen ger, and giving
portraits of the young authors too, if wo
can get them, and possibly in some cases of
thepersonsdirectly interested inthe ovcnts

Of the storics

Newfoundland sonds............. Ceereeens
Prince Edward Island sonds .
New Brunswick .

Nova Scotia

Manitoba, &ec.
British Columbia

The ratio between the. numbor of contm-
butors and the English-speaking population
of tho Canadian provinces, according to the
census of 1881, is as follows: -

“In Princo Edward Island, onc contri-

butor for......coviivrenneeninnnnnas 12

¢ Now Brunswick, R o 2,020
* Nova Scotin, “ “ 3,200

. “ Quebee, “« o« om0
“ (ntario, o u 2,050
‘" Manitobn, “ o 1,287
** British Columbm, “ “ 811

-If this ratio proves nothing clse it proves
how widespread the circulation of the TFit-
ness and Messenger are, and how thoroughly
Canadian is its constituency.

" What are_they about? About pretty
ncmly ovorytlunq-—huutmg adventures,
adventures on the rivers and lakes, lumber-
ing adventures, lové stories, adventures in
the early wars, clearing the forest and
making farms, in fact nearly cverything in
tho history and progress of this country
that one can think of. The **Doys' and
Girls’ Stories” Column of the Messenger will
be an intercsting one this year. We want
the boys and girls to work for their paper
by getting subscribers for it, so that their
friends may read theso stories. Thoe post
card seheme, advertised in this number, isa
good one. Will they try it?
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THE POST CARD SCHEME.

TO CIRCULATE TiE ¢

SENGER.”

AN EASY WAY MES-

Itisdiflicult sometimes to sendsmall sums
of money. We are inclined to think the
trouble costs more than the money. This
sometimes causes delay in sending, or, per-
haps, the dropping of a subscription. To
overcome this difficulty we havedetermined
on a scheme whicli is quite simple and will
|lessen tho labors of those who are kind
cnou'rll to aid us in extending the circulation
of our papers. o '

The price of the Nor thern, Messeng ger is
thirty conts a-year, which is very low. In
order to introduce it to new subscribers we
offor it at the rate of fiftecn cents for six
months, We have prepared a post card of
which the following is a copy :— -

Good for six months’ subscription fo the
NORTIHERN MESSENGER :
1' 'rom the time thiscard is receivedat tho
Wrrness Oftice, H
L« T e T oo Name :
PostOfice +

Wo will supply these post cards to any

eight for one do]]zu, that is twelve and a
half cents.cach. They then can be sold if
desired ab fiftcen cents each, ‘When ono |
is sold, all that you have to~do is'to fill in
the name and address of “the person to
whom the paper is to go 'md mail-the cird
which is: nlrmdy addressed.; Thus you are
saved tho-postage and all -tho trouble of
wriing a letter, nddressmg an envolope,
rogistering, ete. . If any ono desires to make
a friend a present of a six months’ subscrip-
tion to the Messenger all ‘thas is"necessary”
for him_ to do is to ‘send - hin tho card with.
instructions to fill in his address, or do i

. llm}sclf and mail the card.
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ADDRI"SS

" Address all letters ‘to tho Noa thern Mes-
senger, care- of - John- Dougall & Son, 321
and 323 St. James strect, Montreal Que.

THE WITNESS.

A DALy PAPEr mailed to any address in
Canada and the United States for $3.00a year,
thatcontains the latest nows and most intercsting
reading, valuablo market reportsand everything
that any porson who wants to be kept fully in.
formed of the events happening all over the
world, carcs to know.

"A WEEKLY PAPER mailed to any addréss for
$1.00 a ycar, with the world's news summarized,
much interesting reading for the home circlo,
valuable hints worth many dollars o year to the
tioughtful, Question and Answer columns by
cminent specialists which are much thought of
by subscribers, and a circulation of 31,000 copies,
showing its great popularify,

“CHRIST BEFORE PILATE.”

A perfeet copy of a picture which was sold by
the artist for $120,000 cash, n single copy being
sent o any subscriber to tho Deaily or TWeekly-
TWitness or Messenger Ior 25 cents in uddltlon
to tho subscription prices.

Send for sample copics of the papers n.ml sub-
scribe for them,

J ouN DoUGALL & SON, .
2 Publishers, -
Montreal, Quoe,
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THE “WEEKLY WITNESS”

—AND—
MANUAL OF BIBLICAL GEOGRAPHY,

The revised edition of Dr. ITurlbut's *“ Manual
of Bibliend Geography,” is being much appre-
ciated. 1t is prepared speeinlly for Lthe uso of
studenis and teachers of the Bible, and for Sun
day school instruction, and containg over fifty
maps, twenty-five of which are full pagoe size,
12 in. by 10, and one of the Old Testament world,
covers two pages. Besides these the Manunl
contning o large number of special maps of im-
portantlocalitics, mountains, citics, cte,, and also
o large number of colored dingrams showing
heights of mountains, arcas of tabernacle and
temples and Bible weights and mensures, with ne-
curato views of the principal citics and localitics,
The retail prico of this book is $2.75. By a
special arrangement with the publishers wo aro
cnnblcd_ to offer this valuable work with'one
year's subscription to the Weckly Witness for
only $2.75, the price charged for the hook alone,
or we w;ll send it and tho Northern thsscnﬂcr
for ono ycar to any address for $2.00,

) JouN DOUGALL & Son,

- “Witness” Oflice,

' Montreal,

JOLLY BABIES.

jolly? orisitpeevish?
ood nourishes babies

Isyourbab
Lactated
. S-\ YJ ricctly, keeping them healthy,
¢ () X\ Babics living upon it sleep well
) L nights, laugh and crow days, al-

/s \ waysplumpandh-\ppy Regulates
44 ﬂ - the bowels and helps in teething,
Y - QU At druggists, 25¢., soc., $1.00,
WELLS,RICHARDSON &CO, Montrenl, P.Q,

"

,' marking linen, hook cnrds, ete., ®bc, |
¢/ Agents snmplo. o0c: Club of slx, 1.00.
&/ TaoLE STaMr Wonks, New Haven, Conn.

RLLIABLL PRINTED DIRECTI'NS for Prescrving
Eggs over18 months We B, HOKRLLY, Vienus, Out

HE NORTHERN MESSENGDR is printed nnd pub-
‘lighed every fortnight at Nos, 321 and 323 8t, James

one at therate of four for fifty.cents, or

- eb., Montrenl, by John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal




