
THE ENQUIRER.

the influence of the Princess over ber royal hushand and to dis-
solve the alliance existing between the Qeen and lier royal bro_
ther-in-law. That this was their main object'appeais evidently
fron the circumstance of coupling together those two devoted

victims in ail the èalumiie, that were im the pritciple vomited

against them. This similarity ofmeans, to come at very di\ferent/
ends, produced the coalition betweeu the utopian bchemers and
the anti-utopian Egalté.

And in fact, what means wee mo- e proper to alienate a husband
from his wife tl'an a.ailing hs heart on the tenderest part ? What
accusation was more calculated to rouse the indignation of a man
than that of his bed ben) defiled by an incestuous intercourse ?
But Louis knew too well l"r, against whom these calumnies were

directed ; lie knew too well, that altho' the brother thus charged
wit h þeing accessary to the crimes of his consort, might be capable
of juvenle indiscretions, his nrble mind would have recoiled with

horror at aniy act derogatory of the principles of that honor which

he emirently possessed ; in fine, Louis was too well aware of the

vile source from whence these atrocities sprung, and of their cri-

minal motives, to be in the least affected by them. This so far

failed on that side that thy were obliged to give up the part of the

plot on which they had built.their best hopes. Nevertheless, it had

not entirely failed, and those aspersions did certainly undermine

the general eathusiasm for the Queen; many believed them, and

very few could persuade themselves that she had not been guilty,

at least, of some of the indiscretion laid to ier charge. The King
vas stigmatized as one of those easy men, who suffer themrselves to

be hood-winked by the artifices of a vicious woman, and besunk
in the esteem of his subjects.' These national feelings were sup.

ported and encrea"ed by that which ought to have had an òpposite

effect ; and that patient enduring which proceeded from a digni-

fied sense of innei'ene, an1d from a thorough contétnpt of the vile

elanderers, was attributed by many to the fear of the discoveries
to wi ich an investigation might lead.

Undismayed by the storm that was thus gathering on ber angust

head, the Queen persisted in her unremitted duties of a mother


