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gf the meta.l. The base is corrugated on top and offers
O obstruction to vehicles like a sign.

For the purpose of making clear to the public all
Ocealspecial trzli'ﬁc rul§s in Detroit as they apply to each
e hcafe,.var'lous kinds of street signs are L1§ed, each
L a\{ng pal.nted on a target at the top a simple but
instru;}pla}mtxon of what is meant. This _method of
BV 10I'l ls'muc.h more reasonable than trying to put

Y regulation into an unchangeable ordinance, and
thznnflo expect every chauffeur an(_l driv'er to r'emember
. e for each place. Tl_ne. Detroit ord{n:mce is a very
Wide d_and general one, giving the POllCe. Department
o leIS'CII'etgonary powers without the contmu.al need of
elays gislation, allowing constant progress without any
% oftor hindrances. Agam, traffic signs in other cities

e en too obscur.e, with perhaps r.nf:rely an arrow on
each’ m(]?anmg. nothu}g to the unmmatec.i. In. Detroit
painte%ro )lem‘ls studied and then appropriate signs are
. to suit the need of each place and to explain

‘er rule is made. :

]%at};)l;lle Detroit signs are used to mark safety zones ;
parallelst of hydrants; whether to pz}rl\t automol.nles
e I0 the curb or at an angle; time limit on .parkmg;
P mV)ere no parking is alloxyed, as in front of theatres
Erou;r stops and' along certain congested blocks; dan-
eiiviﬁq StIr]eet car 1n:rersect10ns . warning to lock %\ars on
of tmf?i them; public a}ltf){nol)lle stands; the direction

altic on boulevard divisions and one-way streets, etc.

The troublesome~problem of the left-hand turn has
. ;01_\‘69 ix? Detroit. Vehicles wishing to make the
i allalt in line near th<.3 centre of the St‘reet, :'md 7are
York O\fved to mix in with th? other trz}fhc as in New
tl‘afﬁc, fWhere.Lmregulated turning sometlr.nes‘blocks all
b or a time. When the traffic direction is changed
ey ebtRlet, then the waitipg vehicles make the left-h;}nd
quickle ore the cross traffic starts to move, thus. gettfng
prOVen}; anq completely out‘of the way. One 11tt1f3 im-

4 ent is needed here in the Detroit plan, viz., a
X Oulgde In the old rule that a vehicle going to thf.: left
Section PZ}SS beyond and around the centre of the inter-
E e - ns.tead, the turn to the left shou'ld be made just

s Setreachmg.the centrf.: of the street, this plan enabling
the ]eftS]Of vehicles, coming tpwards each other, to make

the -hand turn at once without blocking each other

m'ii; do under t‘he present rule. Right-hapd turns can
te“dix‘l € at any time in Detroit, another improvement

2 to keep traffic moving.

bEQn

Carg I: Some cities persons who prefer to dl.‘i\'e their. own
to andr fCannot afford a chauffeur are c}eprl\‘ed'of riding
Is pl_ov'drom business because no pul_)hc parkmg space
day, xl\,-g.d where they can leave their cars during the
Avanty e 11‘_3 this C}eprwatmn may appear to hz_ive_ an
Questi, L l‘educ.mg the use of the streets, 1t 1s a
lhobilegrl Whether it really fioes S0, be.cause the _auto-
diate],, of those who are driven to business must imme-
fou, tyl g0 back to their garages, using the same street
rs Stmes a day at the rush hours, against twice for
Special ored _In the business section. Detroit pr.ov1des
lesg Public parking space, Cadillac Square holding no
S an 300 automobiles at one time, arranged in four

: qua;glt?/thfee passageways for getting in and out of the
0 twe p ehicles can also be parked parallel to the curb
hour 44 Ows on each side of the Square, but only for an

a4 time.

'Policlen the enforcement of the Detroit traffic regulations
Senge mmissioner Gillespie has shown mua:h good
and an occasional touch of humor, which has
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helped in giving publicity to the work, and in teaching
the needed lessons to offenders. Automobiles found
parked in forbidden places were sometimes towed away
to Cadillac Square, where they were kept until reported
stolen by the anxious owner, who, on recovering his car,
generally remembered what to do another time. Cars
with dazzling headlights have been held up at night and
the offending lamps dimmed on the spot with white paint.
Such measures, however, are no longer needed, and now
the chief question is where to improve and extend the
system.

Toronto has a rather novel innovation in traffic regu-
lation, which was adopted after studying the practice
of other cities. In Toronto there is no regular traffic
squad, but every man takes his turn for two weeks at
a time, no officer being permanently stationed at the same
corner, as in other cities. This might seem a disadvan-
tage, but it is clearly an advantage when one knows the
reasons. It is done to promote efficiency by keepnig
traffic men from knowing the regular users of a street
too well, and showing partiality as a result, and also in
order to prevent an officer from feeling that any special
post belongs to him and that he only knows how to
handle traffic at that point.

Now these last things which are avoided in Toronto
by constant rotation in traffic service are some of titke
chief weaknesses found in traffic regulation in other
cities, and the Toronto plan should be carefully consid-
ered by other localities. One of the most common and
serious defects in traffic regulation is changing the direc-
tion of traffic too seldom. Officers fall into the habit of
taking more and more time before blowing the whistle,
often waiting for just one more vehicle in the distance
to come up, with the result that crossing delays are get-
ting to be more and more serious in the older cities. As
the delays to vehicles vary directly with the frequency
of changing the direction of traffic, the need of the most
frequent possible changes is apparent. In Toronto, with
even a heavy traffic of vehicles and street cars, a fre-
quency of 15 seconds between changes has been found,
while on Fifth Avenue, New York, it averages nearly a
minute sometimes, varying largely with the habits of
individual officers. One Fifth Avenue officer was found
to change the direction every 22 seconds, an almost ideal
frequency, while another man at the same place, with
less traffic, averaged over 50 seconds, causing more than
twice the delay to all vehicles.

The keeping of one officer at the same corner cer-
tainly does encourage a false idea of importance and
cause the showing of favoritism with some traffic men;
also resulting in the habit of talking too much to friends
and regular patrons of the street crossing, instead of
watching vehicles and pedestrians. It obviously certainly
does not tend to promote the co-operation of chauffeurs
with the police department in reducing speeding and
street accidents to have them held up for a minute or
two every time they pass a certain officer. And so the
Toronto plan of rotating men and assigning them always
to different corners could well be added to the efficient
methods of Detroit.

In pursuance of the policy of the Provincial Department
of Roads to provide better road facilities throughout the
province of Quebec, the proposal is being made by the de-
partment to the authorities of the Provincial Government
to build two new bridges, one across the Jacques Cartier
River at Donnacona, some 30 miles above Quebec, and the
other across the Batiscan River at Batiscan, some 6o miles
from Montreal.



