—— . .~ e~ - PR

Charles Rann Walkes, W, N1,
David Cuzus. P, M.,

George Witham Malioch, S, W,
Matthew Williamy Piuyn, 3. W,
Thomas Chessman, Secrctary.

Some gold and other cotus were also depos-
ited in the stone. A silver trowel havieg
been presented to the AL W, G, M. he sprecd
the cement, and the stone was then lowered
and adjustedd with all the antient  Masonic
ceremonices.

The G. M. then delivered the follow jng ml-
dress :

Men, women and cuildren, uere ascmbicd 10+
day 1o hehold this ceremony, huow all ot yon tisat
we be luwful Musons, trae 1o the Jaws ol our cous-
try, and established of old wiils prace and horow,
in most countries, to do xovd 0 vur bivthien, to
build a great bwlding.un ! to fear God, wie s the
Great Architect of all things,  \Weo have amoig
us, concealed from the cye of ad wmon, seegers
which may not be rovealid,vud swhich no nion
has discovered ; but these seets ate law tul wid
honourable, to knaw by Mosons. who anly have
the keeping of them 10 the eud of time. " Culess
ourcrait were good and out cabiting Lonmable, we

should not have lasted so mmny centun s, nor!

should we bave had so wany i'lustuous Liutiuis
in our Order ready to promnic our lans and tuie
ther our interests. “Fosduy we are bicte assembled,
in the presence of yvou att o busd a chureh for the
public use of this Town, whira we prav Ged mav
prospes, if it seenr ond ta Thim, teat it may be-
come u buildiny for ¢ r0d men and poad dee ', and
yromote harmony aidbioheriviove til th- werld
1isell shall end.

‘The Grand Chaplun and the Clersy then
repeated sowme prayers, atter which the G.M.
poured corn, wine and oil, upenthe stone, «ay-
g at_the same time + May corn, wine and
oil,and all the necessaries of lite alound among
men throughout the world, and may the bles-
sing of the Supreme Grand \ichitect of the
universe be upon tns undestaking and all con-
nected with it and may the <ame Providence
preside over aml preserve 11 from rnin and
decay to the Iatest postenty.™

After a Psabm and benediction, the Proces-
aion re<formeds .l preceeded to the herby
House. )

Thus termiuated the ceremony of the layving
of the comner stoue of Grace Cluirels, bemithe
first ever laid in Canada v o Grand Master
of the Antient craft of Free” 31asons,

The proceedings terminated by & Grand
Banquetat the Kerby House, at which Geo. S.
Wilkes, Esq., presided.  \tierthe usual loval
togsts had been ziven, 1.« * hairman propus-
ed,
¢ The Lord B'shop of Toronto.

‘The Rev. Dr. Cronyn responded. and bore
testimony to the care with which His Lord-
ship had supermiended the affairs of the churely
m this provitice, il also complimented the
people of Brantiord on the improvemen their
town hud made ~ince he first visited it twenty
years ago. Hethen sugaested that smee the
accident in chuich had prevented a collection
from being made, the omssion should now be
remedied aud a collcction taken up. The
avggestion beings ucted npon npwards of §13
wcre collected.

. The Graund Masterof the Grand Lodge was
next toasted.  Col. Wilsen, in unswer, allud-
edto the factthat masonry is the only univer-
aal language, evcr{\vlwrc understood. He had
recently visited the brethren in the Lower
Province, and lie found that in alnwst every
lodge there, the clergyman of the parish was
a member, and nomoie efficient ma than that
of the clergy, could masons receive in their
work ‘of spreading the cement of brotherly
love, relief, and truth.  He then proposed a
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: gentleman®s health whom to kuow was to
“teewr :—The Rev. M. Usher, the rector of
Brantiord, and & member of the Building Com-
~nuttee.  Mr. Usher responded, voviewing hus
-career aud that ot the ehurch of Brantford,

Several other toasts were given and heartily
responded to, and the company broke up at
about nine o'clock.

The Visiting Brethren have all eapressed
:hemeselves delighted with the kind and trater-
nal reception given them Ly the craft and re-
sicents of Brautford. In short everything
went oft well, save the tritling giving way of
the church beam, and surpassed the capedta-
tions of the wostsangune,

We cunnot conclude this short sketch with-
out 1ecording the praiseworthy conduct of R,
I1. Barlow. Esq., in putting a special train at
the disposal of the visiting brethren, beth in
coming to, and departing trom Brantford.

The Philharmenie Band also gave their ser-
vices arattously, for which they deserve tho
thanks of the public.—Eapositor.

MASONIC REFORM.

Probably the title of this article may awaken
the suseeptibilities ar shock the prejudice of manv.,
tut we are not without hope that u calm and dis-
I-xssionate consideration of the arguments shaduyw-
o fnthin these prefatory remarks will remove
@ry false impressions {10 those who consider the
“word -« reform ** as weaning violent o radieal
g change, to which we are most strongly opposed.
; Qur views, so far from being frauuht with danger

to Masonry, are directed solelv by anearnest wich

to aclieve such improvements in its adminisiea-
i ton, and in the roultne of 1ts e veral management,
as may tend to increase itg cfficiency in carrying
out the areat objects which hie -vithin the com-
pass of its purpose. R

Freemasonry istiot a thing of mushroom growih,
which need Car serutiny. or shrank from exami-
s ration. It boasts a foundation in far-off years of
s the illunitable past; it has endured scathless the
j hres ol pasecntion s tnumphed over obstacles

amd tinals 3 withstood the shafts of 1idicule 3 and
uow stands contvssedlv one of the noblest institue
tions in the wotld.  With 1he views of those who
hold that any dicenssion of its principles is to be
depreested. we have 1o' sympathy§ neither can
we awer 1n the opinton that in its natne it is so
widely different fromn every other institntion that
y the general maxims of polity which apply to oth-
y ¢roamd to <ome extent kindred, bodies, are inape
_phcable fo this. Tirose secrets and mystelies
| which are peculiatly its own cannot, of couise, be
too seemely gmarded from the iquisitive ; they
! naturaily belong to and can ha known only by the
“butiated 3 bot the wrand principles on which the
Ocder 15 founded are cosmopolitan in their effect
and  terdeney.  and  the more  wide-spread
s the fnowledge of thewn the hetter for the
mterests of the cratt and mest inquestionably for
thase of humanity in gerecal.  Took for a inoment
at the perseentions which Biothren in various
Ginttars of the Glnbe have recently encountered—
151t 10 b2 believed that they origiuate in any other
source than entire ignorance of our tenets and pro-
fessions 2 Could thev have arisen had these been
understord and appreciatad 7 Moreover, as to
detadls of management, if the intetests of the body
are umvetsal, the arenter is the necessity that the
excewive shonld be maintained in a condition of
te most perfect efiiciency and hence most is the
Justification of JMasons who take upon themsel-
ves todiscuss whether tue ruling powers properly
fulfil the conditions required of them.

We do not shut our eyes to the ungraciousness
of the task of finding fault, especially when those
agoinst whom cenewie is to be directed are, by
either thetr personal charactler ar by the services
they have rendered, objects of regard and esteem.
But past efliciency cannot be accepted in excuse
for present incompetency, any more than the ex-
istence of abuses can be held as & valid plea for

)
g |
o8-

- —-— - - .

thew continnanee,  We we quite wiling—anay,
happy—to admit the value of seviees rendered in
ties past by some most disunzwished oflicials,
and Lo attest the advantages seraling ttom then
exerhinas 3 but, on the other hand, vwe ale bouud
to wantam that the teatiment of our Canadian
Bietien, ug proved by their penticy and memo-
riab. and the complaints we constantly receive
fion Masons at_home and 1n the colonies, prove
the existence of moss nrd unpardenable neglect,
and oi a state of l"hings that unperativelv vequises
amendment,

We had hoped, inderd that the sullen endurance
which ill concealed the ever and anon outspoken
dissatistaction at his terucity of oflice, would have
widueed Lord Zetiand to have relmgmshed a charge
which he is evaidently mcompetent to fill, or that
some lingering spuit of mdependent pride, or con-
scientions recollection of ins duty, would have
won a few hours towmds the mamtenance of
Masonic honeur 3 but sarcasm, ridicule, sheer, o1
inveetive, tull poweiless befe the love of patron-
age. and we therctore fmt the announcement ot
an orgamzation that will assuredly correet ne-
alect, 1t does not coeree eficiency, by shawing
indifference into action,

The remarhs of the G.M. at lus instatlation,
31st Mareh last, prove insontesubly that theie is
ro hope of 1edress fiam that quarter; while the
appantments of the Graud Oflicers on that occa-
sion wonld seem o have been purpusely maae to
exasoerate the notoriously wereasing spint of diss
content.

In alluding to thus latter subject we may be
blamed for interfering with the prerogative of the
G.AL, still we disclaim any suchm® ut, only ad-
vancing the fact as a moot uf the evilj but while
we thus disclaim all idea of touching upon preros
wative, we reserve to owmselves the 1ight of criti-
cizing 1its exercise, and in the selsction of some of
the officers we fearlessly assert that the bestowal
of honours has afforded sutislaction to none in the
Craft save the recipients.  Brethiren who have la-
bored for years without fee or rewaid, who have
given thar tinte and expended therr money to sup-
pott our charitics, and in eudeavouning to extend
their uselulness and cfiiciency, have been passed
over in silence aud ther ela ms neglected ; wialst
othiers have heen honoured who have contributed
finle or nothing, whase very rames are almost
unkinown outof the seleet Lodue of which they are
members, or recognized only by the stall cotenie
whomanage the pattonage depaitment. As to Lord
Goderich’s nommuation, he is so well tenowned aa
an administiative reformer elsewhere. that though
Masonrythas had bat hitile of his acquaintance, we
augur much from tas activaly, and ecan enly pro-
mise b ample occupation jor his fuvorite voca-
tion, s cleansing e Augean stabies of Grand
T.odge.

A'spealier on a recent accasion, alluding to Ma-

- sonic allegiance, expresced huself 1o the follow-

ing offect :—Fatal would it by to the happiness,
interests, and prosperity of the order should the
clouds of disaflectiop arise—such may ane day be
the case—but he trusted he should not live 10 see
thatday.®  We tet! umand othiers v hom it niay
conceru. that the !nuzon s alrcady darh wath
clouds, the effect ol whichis 10 tnduce caruest
Brethren whohave 1! e 2204 ol ous sable instittition
as sincerely a1 heart as any of those who jon m
condemning their molives, 1o it in oider to
avert the impendmy storm, and (o concert mieca-
sures for placiag the goversment of the Order on
an efficient basis.  Weaie happy to say that an
orgamzed boldy ot \lusonie: Relorners has already
received the adherence ol many weil-knowaBreth-
rea of the Order and that then numbers are rapidly
increasing.  Certain plans have heen propounded
and measnres discussed, which. hereafter carticd
out_and claborated, must revive the bright days
of #Masonic glory.

In a future number we hoge to be able to place
before our readers further details of the progress
of this neble movement.  Meanwhile we invite
the ca-operation of our titends,and shail be bappy
10 receive any suugestions or communications
bearing on the subjects alluded te. In conclusion
we_would assure all, that the Masonic Reformers

to xivet, not to sever, fraternal unity ; that



