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un)precedenitedly fruitful-during the
past season.

The sites of seven temples biave beeli
cleare(l, of %vblicbi foui %Were quLite
unk nowîî, and only tw(. %vere rigbtly
attrilnîîed. 'l'le ear-lie",t of these dates
back to the yar 1,440 i. c., ani %vas
built 1», the l>harobi kîîown a-, Amen-
biote1 ) Il. It was 5tII)Se(Itlelltly- re *
arraîu.ed by 2menbiopet III. as a 1tuner-

aiempe lor bis daugbîer. S itanien.
'l'lie inscriptions fouiid on the %valls,
on) the fragments of stone, and f:n
dation cleposits,w'bicb compIrise various
kinds of potterv, jais, vases, mlodels of
tools, etc.. 1'ear wvliness 10 tbe fact of
tbis attrib)ut ion. An avenue of jacikal.
beaded sphinxes ]cd to ilhe ttmj)le,
Sitiflar to the .spbinxes of the temple
at Karnak.

A largre black granite tablet bigbly
polisbed-purhaps tbe largest k n ovn-
%vas founid, upon which is displayed a
scene of offérirg and an inscription of
tbirty-one lines of bieroglyphies. Th'is
i>rof. Petrie discovered to be a restor-
ation hy Seti 1, after tbe iconoclastie
erasures made by tbe bieretic king,
Akbienaten.

But of far greater interest and im-
portance is tbe disclosure revealed by
tbe inscription 'vbich is cut on tbe back
of tbe great tablet. At last, after years
of study and conjectural attempts to
identify tbe monuments of Eg,ý,vpt wvitb
the sojourni in tbe Cou ntry of tbe chil-
dren of Israel, Prof. Petie bas discov-
2red tbie record of a connection be-
tween tbese two peoles.

Merenipîab, soni ot Rameses Il, was
like bis faer, an) irch*-destroyer,
ap)propriating to biis own use and
glorification tbc;. temp)les and monu-
mients already at band, biewn, scuil)-
tured, and recording the deeds of bis
kingly predecessors. It mattered not
Io hinli, as longr as theSoe could be
reioved, tibat lus temples and mon-
nents wvere liuilt and designied for

oQiers. 'l'le royal nmines could be
erased and bis own inserted in tbeir
places ;and it would be left for future
generations to inveigh against iihlm.

By means of sucbi destruction of the

tenmple of Amienhopet III., Marenptah
bu(ilî a imgnu ficemit temple for llzm'lefr.
NeverthelVss, bie bias left îwvo vluiale
mouiîmnts of bis <)7Q1, the upper p)art
(if a fille colossus in black granlite-

bhotogra pbs of wvbicb, taken froni dif-
lerenit points, wcre tlmrown 111)0I1 the
s-ei-een during the lectuire-and tble
Ilon g iniscnilîtion- ol1 the l)ack of tbe

rettablet mllntiolied above.
Tb1is inscription records mnainlv bis

deliverance o)f Ekgypt froni theLlîan
and tbe 1hlibt of tbeir king 1)y n)i:4b
alîmie and on foot leaving ail bisý %vo-
muen blebin, and witbout elîber foed or
drink. Toward the close are rucited
die various places tak-em ini tbe Sy nian
war a znd aniong tbese--in Northerni

1)C<)1)I of Tsa hS 'is is the lirsi.
timie tliat any mention o>f tbe Isr-aulitus
ini any fori bias been fund on Egypt-
ian monuments. 1'bere it is, wn-ittcnI
out clear and distinct in tbe bierogly-
pbic cbaractcrs.

'l'le renderingr of tbe naine is iio--.
distinct ;and, ini conjunction wvitbi Prof.
Petrie, it bias been accel)ted 1hyý Prof.
Nlaspero, Drm. Naville, and otbers of'
equal autbority. Here we bave tbe
cardinal faci. tbat, Mereniptali fougb t
the pecople of Israel, apl)aru.ntly il)
Pailestine, anout i 200 nt. C. :and, al-
tbougbi différent bistorical interpruta-
lions are possible, tbe 'vbole inscription
ivill be carefully studicd and discussed
before any full accounit of this wvondur-
fui discovery is gîvenl to tbe pubillic

Thbis enonmnous tablet, for its suze,
the lentb of ais inscrip)tions, îts, coin-
pleteness, and tbe uniqtue importance
of' it 10 IBiblical bisiory, is one of the
11n0o't notable 111innients ever félund,
and will shortly be placed ini the mu-
seum au Cairo along wiubi tbe statue of
MNercnptabi.

Witb resulus of sucb bisuorical value,
Prof. Petrie's lab)ours ougbit liot to
languisli eiubier for lack of funds or
workers wvbo can give hini the ineclian-
ical assistance so mucbi needed iii bis
work of excavation 1 nd rese,-,rcb aînong
the ruinied temiples atid monumients of
Egypt.


