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tiffs and jars which occasionally arose
to, disturlb the sctrenity of thieir reia-
lations, the hrethrcen of the tlirce C:on-
stitutions wliicli occupied New Zealand
conjoinîtly liefore 1889 rubbed along
fiairly well together, while since i 88v,
%vben a so-called fourth Constitution
appeared upon tlîe scelle, thiere lias
lîeen, notbing but the niost couplete,
and at the saîuîe tinie, the inost appal-
ling, discord. 'l'lie iinor discords of
formner days may have been bad enoughi
- we do not tliink they ever attaiîîed to
such proportions as to justify such a
description, but for the sake of argu-
ment we are williîîg to aillow th)at tbey
nia>' have been so-but no one in bis
serlses will deny tliar die transition lias
been fromi bad to worse, and die ques-
dion whiclî materially concernis ever>'
Mason who bias at heart the true inter-
ests of the Fraternity is-How best cari
ain end be put to a state of things
whicb,1 if it continues nîuchi longer, will
endanger thie security of tlhe Craft in
New~ Zealand, anîd bring still more
signal discredit upon the whole Ma-
sonic body ? 'l'lie question is a tick le-
islî one to answer. 'l'lie seceders are
jtîbilint nt the m)any accessions to their
strength wbich bave taken place silice
tlîey set up their irregular Grand Lodge,
and fiouted tlîeir parenît Grand Lodges
of E ngland, Ireland anîd Scotlaîîd, iii
the face of al Masonry. They have
won recognition irom many Grand
Lodges ini Norilh Aniierica aîîd else-
where, t)ut not fron) the oldest and
mont experienced either iii North
Anîerica or tlîe otlier countries where
Masonry is estabhisbed. They bave
grudgingly restored the warranîts wvbich
they hiad appropriated to their own use.
but they bave not sucecded iii ridding
themisebves of tie very grave responsi-
bility of having brouglît, about a state
of d;sorder w'bich, as w'e have said, is
a disclredit to the whole conîmiunity of
Masons. On tbe otb - hand, there is
a strong b)ody of lodges wvhiclî still re-
miain true to their old allegiance, and
while tbey so reniain, there is littie, if
aîîy, Iikelihood of die present unfrater-
nal strife between them and thé seced-

ers beiîig ended. On boîh sides, Iîuw-
ever, thiere niust lie ininy sound Ma-
sonz of long experience, wlio, rav oàr
nia), iot have for-eseen die disastroiluý'
consequences tlîa-t wvere certain tu foi-
low upon an>' secessioli wiliclî Was îlot'
acquiesced in ii a sulbstantial majority
of (lie lodges. Such men, whetheî-
seceders or loyalists, inust )yearn for a
restoratiolI of thie uldi-tinie relationîs
tiat existed ev'erywhere tbrouglîout. tie
Colony~, andi it aipears to us that if,
witbout prejudice Io th)e riglîts and,
privileges of aîîy oîîe of thie îIresent dis-
cordant elemieît into whiicli New~ Zea.
land Vreemiasonry is broken up, a con-
ference could be arranged aniong the
ablest aîîd miost trusted leaders ofthose
elenîeîîts, a Stej) %vould l)C taken to-
wards rcstoring the sorely-iîeeded bar-
miony and fraternal spirit, wliclî pre-
vQi!ed only a few short years ago. Our
" Ancients " and " MI-odens " betweer?
1751r and 1813 w'ere more bitterly an-
tagoni! Îlc to each otlier, and for a far
longer period, than the prescrit seced-'
ers and loyalists in New Zealand. But,
after soine 6o years of more or less
open aîîd declared hostility to eachi
other, thc rival Societies agreed to,
mieet and settle thieir différences-
whlicb wvere far more imîportant tlîani
those whicb presently divide the Newv
Zealand Craft ilîto two opposing ciamps
-the one proviso insisted, upon lîy
eacb of the Societies being that the
settleîiieîit sbould lie lionourable tc>
i)oth. If thiese "Ancients " and
"Moderîîs, after 6o years of the bit-

terest rivalr-v i11 niatters whîichi each re-
garded as of vital iîîîportaîîce to Masonr),
were ab)le to adjust their différences it
ouglît not to be imipossilie for the
Craft in Newv Zealaîîd to resumie thieir
old relations of fraternal lîarmouîy, and
establish sonme systeni of govertnient.
for the wlîole body whlich shaîl he a-te
ceptable and, at the sanie timie, honîor-
able to al.

Our boast is liot iii numbers. It is
always possible for- others to outbid u-s
in miere nunierical strergtlî. Our
boast is in moral excellency. W~e iake-
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