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the temuperature of the air and of the soil be sutli-
ciently high, tiere is no doubt but what early
sowing will be advantageous to the crop. As a
iule a larger yield of grain and a better sanple cau
be obtaned by early sowing thani hy late sowing.
Usually in late sowing a larger bulk of straw is ob
tained, but the straw is ver) miuch weaker than
fron early sowing, the grain inferioi, and the
yield deticient. Th'le reason for this is that the
plant lias not suflicient tuie ta matute before the
ripening season cones on, whercas with carly sow
ing the plant lias every opportunity to develop,
and if conditions are favoîable returns wdll be
mucl surer.

However, farmiers should guard against sowing
too sooi or before the soil and air are sufticiently
wari to promîote rapid growth. No field should
be sown until every part of the field is in the sane
condition as regards the pulverization and nature
of the soil and as regards warith. If onle part of
the field is warier than the other the seed sown
on that portion vill gerimuate earlier and the re-
suit will be an uneven crop when harvest coies.
For example, it very often happens that when a
field of oats is harvested a large portion of the
grain ripens earlier than ilthe rest, and is lost.
This is often due to uneven conditions in thlie soil
when the seed was sown. It may also bu due to
the quality of the seed sown. If the seed sown
consists of small and large grains, there is lkely to
be a difference in the time of ripeiing, as the
larger and more fully developed grain will produce
a plant that, under similar conditions, will ripei
earlier than a plant grown fron a snaller grain.
Besides, the results of experinients carried on at
the Experimental Station, Guelph, during the past
four years show that the yield will bu veiy niuclh
greater from large, round, plumip seed thai fromi
small seed. To ensure a good crop that will
ripen evenly the farmer should aim at havmng an
even seed bed, an even degree of warmti ii tie
soil, and a good quality of seed.

Whether the sowing is donc early or late it
always pays to work the land well before the seed is
put in. Our best grain farmers are those who give
particular attention to this point, and who aim at
havng the soil thoroughly pulverized before the
seed is sown. Extra cultuvation and extra barrow-
ing will always pay providmng other conditions are
favorable, and though it will pay to sow as early in
the spring as possible, yet it will be injurious to
do so before the land is in perfect condition for
receiving the seed.

Breeding Cattle In Demand.

Reports fron nearly all sources and especially
from the western cattle ranges show a great de-
nand for breeding cattle. So great is the demiand
that it is almost impossible to supply it. Auction
sales of cattle are largely attended and prices are
higher than they have been for some tine. The
stockmen who foresaw how things would be a
year or two ago and stocked up at the low prices
that prevailed are now mnaking big mîoney on
their investments. In the Western States specula-
tion in steers has been heavy and at constantly
advancing prices.

One good feature in the situation is the demand
for registered stock. The prices for registered
males in the west have trebled in mnany instances
This also leads up to a universal demand for cows
and heifers. It is estimiated on the very best
authority that it will take at least four years to
restock the ranges witl cattle to their former
capacity, as it will take three years to get steers on
the market after the cows begin to breed. The
breeders in the west are therefore looking for five
or ten years of good business in the cattle trade,
and conditions favorable to their interests will bc
favorable to breeders elsewhere. Canadian brecd-
ers may look forward with hopefuliness also.

Scarcity of Fine Wools.

"The su-ply of fine wools in existence to-day is
smaller (rt ;vely to the world's needs) than it
has been at any time within the longest memory."
So says The Month/y Bulletin for March of the

National \WUolru wrs'\ssouatîin. This state-
eintit, is based upoin facts coinctced witl the

wvorld's output for tle past two scars gathered frot
reliable sources. 'l'lie world's woo! market, antd
particularly ihat of lieti nook, is gosertted b> thu
Australbai output. The 1897 clip of wotl in
Australia was ser) mucl short uf the usual output,
and the quahty, unmiuîg tu tht drought, was consid-
erably deteriorated. As the conditions for 1898
are not likel tu lbe an imîpros eiiint oîer those of
tS7 we mîay look for a further cuitailmiient n this
cat 's clip. 'lie last clip of wool there shuwed a

fallng off of 170,000 b.des, and if anytlimîg near
this occurs this year ticie n ill be a iost e\traor
dinary depletion of the stocks of file wuol. There
fore, unless til deiand foi liae woollen goods falls
vcry imiucl below the usual du uiand fine wool, will
coiiand high prices during the next few )cars.

There is this feature t lie consideied. however,
if the price of the best quality of wools goes up to
a high figure, consumîe rs are apt to content
tleiiiselves with an inericor and lower priced article.
Should sich a condition of things arise lte growers
of fine wooh wuuld not receive the full bent fit and
a share of thile advanîce in prices would fail to the
producer of the coarse %ariety.

The Poultry Industry of Canada.
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(Coitim:ueud fromi last week).

One of the mîîost ii ortant considerations i
the mîanagenitni (f poultrý îs the feed. Fuwl
rtrluire a balanced iition in order to produce
eggs as much as the dary crow requires such a
raîluti for the production of nuîlk. It requires a
cert.in quamity of food to0 be taken into the sys-
tem to keep tp the constitution and to supply
lcat, the balance or surplus food going to miake
up that whicht is produced. Poulhry should, there-
fore, lie fed that class of food which conitamns the
inredients mnecessary to make up the egg. I am
quite satisfied that very ittle, it any, monley can
bu made out of poultiy whiclh are fed wholly upon
a grain ration. 'fite food will prove to costly.

Do not feed too m'uch or to little. Fowls re-
quire a change It is absurd to suppose that a
continuous supply of wliat, without change of
variety, will do. For egg production I would
reconmîend the following :

In my opinion clover hay is one of the very
best foods you can give to la>ing liens, for many
reasons. It is bulky. It contains the nitrogen
ous elemients and the carbohydrates in excellent
proportions for the nourishmîent of the fowl. I
is richi in minerai constituents. Comnpounds of
lime are aibtundant, such as arre required for shell
formation. lie poultry relishi it i all seasons.
It is especially appetizimg to them in wnter when
there is a dearth of green food. l'ut the shortest
cut upon your straw-cutter and cut the clover inîto
lengths from three sixteenths of an inch up, hav-
ing, if possible, none longer than ai mcih. Take
a quantity sufficient for your purpose (and of this
you must be the sole judge, accordinîg to the
numiber o( fovl kept), and put it into a pail or
boiler , then take a kettle of botlng w.î'er anîd
pour it over the clover ; cover with a cloth, and
leave it to steam for from twenty mimutes to half
anli hour according tu the teiperature of the
wcather. Into this I would mix tqual parts
(bulk) of bran, shorts, oat chop and barley meal,
and to every twenty-five hiens I would add one
pint of pea ieal. First mix these mucals thoroughly
together, and add ta the steamîed closer. Mix as
dry as possible, as it i, dangerous to feed sloppy
food. A great man people run away with the
idea thiat the* morning food should be fed as hot
as possible; this I believe to be a mistake, be-
cause when the fowl are fed hot food they are flot
in a condition to withstand any sudden change of
temperature, and the result is distemper and roup.
The morning food should, therefore, n.ver be fed
warmer than milk heat. I would recommend
these to be fed in a trough about three inches
deep, placed against the wall so that the fowl

could nul get tleir leet ittu it. Dlo nlot allow the
fowl tu gorge themîîselvcs, as it inakes theni lazy.
A len slkulk b acte--ahvys busy. Such are
the best layers.

I c.imlot too stVuugi comtment tpon the fced
ing of green boe. lI my opinion it is, par e -
/ene, the greatest boon the poultry world has lad
In years. I wotld give a little of this at noon
each day, allowirg about one ounce to tach bird.
Should it bu impu-sible to get grten boue, I would
advise giviimg a little skii miîîlk or buttermilk, and
f.uling that, a liver, which should always be par-
boiled beifore beng fed.

It will be aduitted upon ail sides that poultry,
as a rule, lay better in sunner than m winter. The
i cas m for tlhs is that they are able to get the pro-
per kmud of food which goes to make up the egg.
They get animal matter in the shape of grass.
hoppers, worms, grubs, flics, etc., and vegetable
matter or green food mi the way of clover tops,
grass and the like. If, therefore, you feed the
same kind of food in the winter as they theiselves
gather in the summer, and have a warm, comfort-
able house, it stands to reason that you should
gel a good supply of eggs i the wnter nonths
wlen the price is high, and wnter eggs is where
the profit cones in. 13e sure, therefore, to feed
plenty of vegetable matter. This can bu given in
the shape of -abbage, turnips or mangels.

At night I would feed whole grain-al that the
fawl will eat up clean. Do not mix the grains,
but give a variety-one week wheat, another
buckwheait, another corn, etc.

Plenty of fresh water should always be given,
and it is a g.od practice, during the winter, to
taku the chil off it. After they have done drink-
ing throw the water out. Plenty of sharp sand
and gravel should always be within reach, also
lme for the formation of she!l. This cati hc sup.
plied by placing old plaster where the fowl cani
get at it. l'le best article for this purpose, how-
ever, is ground oyster shells which can bc bought
ait almost any seed store, and is now kept by
druggists and hardware merchants all over the
provimce.

The Prepotency of Sires.

At the recent live stock shows held rm England
visitors were greaily inipressed by the striking
examples of the prepotency of sires to be seen in
nany of the animals exhibited. One renarkable
instance was that of the get of old Harold, the
noted winner in the Shire horse classes. For the
last two or three years winners at the Shire horse
shows have to a large degree been of the Harold
get, and last week's results show this in a more
marked degree. The owner, Mr. Henderson,
swept nearly al the prizes in the Shire classes at
the I)ndoi show, and the primary cause of his
success is high-skill brecding by illustrious sires so
as to get the right niaterial, after which the trainer's
art would bu requisite to make the highest type of
animal.

Tie wonderful suczess of the lHarold get and
the high reputation enjoyed by so many animais
of that lineage have naturally raised the value of
every animal partaking of it to a high lmit. So
much so is tis the case that the prices asked for
mares and filhes of this strain and for the hire of
Harold stall:ons are considered by some to be
extravagant. Whcther this be so or not there is
no doubt that the prices asked are withm
reason and what nany vho appeciate really fine
animais are willing to pay. Our farmers would be
thunderstruck if they were asked to pay the prices
for the service of a sire that some of the Englhsh
farmers are quite willing ta pay. For the service
of Markeaton Royal Harold, r5 guineas are asked
for each mate. This is about the price that many
Canadian farmiers expect to get for a colt when a
year or two old. However, everything considered
the price is not an exorbitant one, and a sire with
the reputation for gettng good stock which one
of the Harold strain possesses will give a good
return.

The same law of the prepotency of the sire is
noticeable in every high class breed of cattle,


