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nemetry, and the more elemeutary portivns of Applied Mathematics , the ‘

latter is ucoupied with yuestious 1o the lugher branches of the subject.
Thus all interested 10 mathematics wall have something to interest thom
Both departments receive contributions from the best men in the United
States The work is entirely devoted to problems. One of its striking
features is its truly adwirable typograplical execulion, cach puge is o
pleasuro tuluok at—a fact which becumes perfectly astounding when, on
ono of the last pages, we find the following noto: ¢ This No. of the
Visitor has been delayed some months in consequence of the sickness of
the editor, who has done all the type-sctting with his own hands. He s
not a practical printer, and unever liad st up a stickful of type till last
May or June.”” We strongly commend tho Fisitor to our Canadisn
mathematicians. It deserves, aud wo duubt not will obtain, a large circu-
lation.
Martin, Lock Box 11, Erie, Pa.

Vick's Frorar Guioe. The time for gardening is at hand, and the
desire for beautifnl flower gardens is largely on the increase. Mr. James
Vick, of Rochester, N. Y., has dono more than any other man to create
this improved taste and supply the means of gratfysog i, His souual
Floral Guide contains hundreds of illustrations and full directions for
the growth and culture of flowers. Those who wish reliable seeds should
not fail to order from FVick.

Tae Scpoor NrwseaPer, Yor vi. Boand Copy. Wiihiam Collins &
Sous, London, Edinburgh and Glasgow.  This volume, 1879, n.akes an
interesting and instructive book. It doesnot discuss pre fessional subjects,
kot L o compoidiain of the lawest aud most entertainiug intormativn
and anecdote iu the ficlds of travel, adsenture, Listory, science, aud pa-
tural history. Teachers who wish to give their pupils attractive infor
mation will ind a minein this volume.

A MaxUAL oF GovERNMENT 1IN Cavapa.  J. C. Stewart & Co., Toronto.
This valuable book is written by D. A. O'Sullivan, Barrister. It contains
an historieal sketch of the constitution of Canada, the Federal system, the
Constitutivn of the Domuniun and its iastitutions, the Pruvisaal Cunst.
tutions and their institutions, the people and their rights, the judiciary,
law and thoe cuarts, &e. It is, in fact, a compendium of the fuundations
on which the liberty of a Canadian is based, and, either in its preseut vra
smallor form, should find its way .. to our High Schools as a text-book

TOE Boxs Wonwp fur Fobruary, 163 published by James W. Allingham,
London, Eng.), conteins Chaps IV to XI o. "Alfred of England, by Bronchly
Beauwont, and the concluding chapters of - Varwick, by tho same authior
*“Born to Victory,” ‘Timothy Simple,” and " Pn., s Dick of Dashomey,” the
other serials, aro each ..atinued through a numnber of chapters. Three short
stories, * Chased by Wolves,” * Homoward Bound,” and tho “ True Story of
Mazoppa,” togother with * Our Comic Kaleidoscope,” “ Merry Moments,” # Hall
Holidays, how to spend thers,” and an interesting paper on “ Chemistry, its
Marvels and Mysteries,” and the usual “ Notices to Correspondents,” completo
tho contents, forrning a {full and rendablo number of the * Paper.”

Tho samo publishers sond us No. 14 of the * Boys' WORLD POCEET LIBRARY,"
entatied * Horatius, or tho Dauntjess Threo, a ccinploto thirty-twwo pago stery
for ono penay, alsv TBE LADIES WoRLD, for February, which offers tho
{ollowing prograiuine to «ts foir rcaders. Chaps. XV1. to AXIIL of "A lrue
British Garl, by Mrs. H. Lowis, Dsaasys¥aith,” “Unly a Yvung Man's Fancy,”
* Lust, but otill Luved, and Al for Love, fuuf aturics cuinploled in the No.,
“Nlustrious Womon of the World,” ' Lessuns of Mamuwa-in-law,’ Things
worth Baowing,” ‘* The Awatour Diessmakor,” “ Vaneties, and “ Notices to
Correspondents.”

HARPER'S MAGAZINE (pens with a carofully prsparod paper on “Tho New
School of Italian Palnting and Scalpture,” by J J Jarves, wherein are to be
found somo sevoro criticisms on tho low standard of modern art displayed in
eithier of theso branches of art. Liout. Semly, U S A., furnishos nu interesting
account of “Life among tho Arrapahioes,” followed by J. Brander Matthows on
*Obstinacy;” a story by C. Aoscheles; thon Wm. Hermilton Gibson's * Winter
Idyl,” beautifully illustrated by himself; * Dakota Wheat Fields,” C. C. Coflin;
< An Irish Wake,” J. S. Cloud, and * Vacation Aspects of Colorado,” A.A. Hayes,
1., bning us to Chaps. XXIIL. to XX V. of “ Whito Wings,” by Wm. Black; “Miss
Beulah's Bonnot,” by Roso Terry Cooke,’ Transportation by Railway and Ship
coonls, E.B. Dorby, “KEang,” o Swodish Romance by Gustafson, Chapters
XXVIIL to XXX1. of “ Mary Anncriy. ' and a comprebonstvo cssay on the “ Pre-
sorvation of Hoanog, by L. Seatva. fulivw each other in quick succession.
Tho Editor 8 Chat frotu Lus *Easy Chair, with tho " Literary and Historical
Rocord,” and tho Drawer, with five short puoms, awvdg which wo Lotice " Tho
S:fting uf Peter, by B. W. Lungfellow, furm the contents for March.

We bavo rocoived from Strachan & Cowpany tho CONTEMPORARY REVIRW,

which covtains tho following articles.—1. Mysteries of Administration lnl

Subscription, 81 00 a ycar in advance- tv bu sent to Artemus | formn

Turkoy. 2. A Sequel tu " The Pudigroe of Mao,” by Dr. Radcliffe. 8. The
Duration of Parliaments, by Walter R.Cassels. 4. Tho Pillar of Praiso, by
Emlly Pfuffor 5. Buroaucraoy and its Oporation in Gormany and Austria-
Hungary, by Prof. Von 8chulte. 6, The Veranncular Prossin India, by Roper
Lothbridge. 7. Hollenio and Christian Views ef Beauty, bytho Rov R. 8t. John
Tyrwhitt 8. Ministorial Misstatements vn the Afghan Question, by the Duke
of Argyle 0. Contempurary Buuks. I. Ecclesiastical Histury, &c., under the
divaction of Archdeacon Cheetham. II Biblical Literature, &c., undor the
direction of the Rov und Hon. W. N, Fromantle. IIi, Modorn History, undet
tho direction of Prof. R. Gardiner.

Wo acknowlodge tho recoipt of the NORTE AMPRIOAN REVIEW from
D. Apploton & Co. It contains the follownig.-1. AlcClellan’s Last Servico to

thie Ropublic, part 1, by G. T. Cartis. & Itolutivns of Cenada with the Umted
States, by Sir I Hincks. 8 Tho Failure of tho -outhorn Pulpit, by Rov David
8wipg. {. Gon. Grant und g Third Torm, by Geo. 5.DBoutwell. §. The Irish
Land Question, by Chas Stv.art Parucll” 7 Roucent Buoks on Trade and
Finunce b;E'lwurd Cary. I Reciprocity, Bi-meotallism, and Liand-T'enuro Re-
orm. 1. Fico Trade and Englist vomsmerco. 101, The Financlal History of
the United States from 1774 to 1789,

Wo have rocoived from the Loonard Scott Publishing Compaay BLACKWOOD'S
EpiNBuncH MAGAZINE, in which are tho following articles:—1. Onr American
Senator on Ireland. 32, Busk lafv in Queonsiangd, Fart 1V. 3. The North.
East Passago - Nurrativo of Lisutenant Palunier, Swedish Royal Navy, Com-
mander of the Ex)l)loring Vessel (with maps). 4. Reata; or What's in & Name.
Part XII. 5. Conviviality. 6. The Afghan War. Passuges frum the Note-Bouk
of o Stuff-officer 7. Metternich. 8 ‘Tho Opening of arliament.

The April ATLANTIO MOXTELY maintains the roputation of tho magazine
for varioty and interest. It opens withh tho first instalmont of & now sorial
story, “ Tho Stillwator Tragedy,” by Thomas Bailey Aldrich, which shows that

the right hand of its author has not forgot its cunnln% “The TUndiscovered
Country * is continued; and Roso Terry Cooko furnishes * Clary's Trial,” by
MW hLitticr, Crassst, Butterworthi, Miss Sarah O, Joweti, and two anonymous
writers. Harriot Preston writes about Madumo Paalzow, under the caption of
¢ A WYoman of Gienius,” Mr, Lothrop about* Coleridgo as Poet and Man;* Mr,
Heary ¢ Angoll on the * Records of W. M Hunt,” the painter, and Richard
Grant White on “ A Cantorbury Pilgrimage.” ‘I'here are, also, an additional
clhapter of “ Romuinisconces of Washisgton,” which s very roanduble, and an
articlo on “Ropublican Candidates for the Presidoncy.”’ which no ono who
wishos to understand the present stato of politics in the Unitod States should
pass over. Roviows of throe German novels and Jeffries' Color-Blindness, to~
gothor with “ The Contributors Club,” conclude a good number.

Tho GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE is, if we mistako not, the oldest now in ox-
istonce. At any rato, tho Afarch number is the soventeen hundred and ninoty
first, and is to constituto & part of the t®o hundred and forty-sixth volume.

It is rowarkable that not only has it not_fallen behind tho age, butat has a
freshness and life which wo look forin vain in many of its young competitors.
The contents are. Au instalmont of ‘ Queen Cophetun,” a very %ood. serial
story, by R. E. Francillon, “ Health Through Education,” an article of great
interest to teachers, by Dr. Richardsop, the eminent tectotaller and author of
Hygeno, “ Tails, Limbs and Lungs,’ by Androw Wiuson, an interostiug
zoological contribution, illustratod twith wood-.cuis; “Norman and on
Blood Roysal,” by Thomas Foster, & valuable historicsl papsr, * Voices that are
Still,” by tho member for tho Chiltern Hundreds, an ontortaining accouct of
the poculiaritics of somo recently deceasod members of the English Houss of
Comimouns, “ The ' Edinburgu Reviow ' nnd its Contributors,” by C. Peabody,
basod on tho recontly published ourrespondonce of Mr. Macvey Napier, its
second editor ; ' An Anglo-Indian Poet,” by Jamoes Payn, which_{s an amusing
reviow 0f & volume of nglish poe:us lately 5iven to the world by a Parsce;
;Zlaazo‘a Dawn and Death,” o poem by G. V. K.; and * Tablo Talk,” by the
T,

ORIGIN OF THE DESERT OF SAHARA.

A M. Largeau in 1874 visited the valley of the Igharghar, with
the intention of branchiug off to Rhadames to study the commerce
of that oasis and test the practicability of diverting to Algeria the
caravans that come there by the central route from Svodan. He
yuestioned the chambas on the causes of the drying of the great
Saharan streams, and found that all agreed in saying that these
dead rivers unce ran full thruugh a country more fertﬁe than the
Tell {the regivn north of the Atlas Mountain's crest), but could
only explain it by legends more interesting than satisfactory.

M. Largean gives the fullowing explanation of the change: *‘ It
is known that pastoral people have always been great destroyers of
forests, for they need large spaces of ground to feed the flocks that
form their wealth, and to promote security against the wild beasts
that lurk in forests. Even now the Algerian Arabs aras seen firing
the woods to enlarge the narrow limits imposed upon them by
colonization. So, although the great Saharan streams have not
been explored to their sources, yet it is known that they commeonce
on the bare plateaux that are but the skeletons of heights once
wooded and fertile. All accounts of the inhabitants of these
regions agree on that point. Consequent upon the destruction of
the forests, the periodical rains were replaced by rare and short
though violent storms, the waters from which, instead of soaking
in &8 in past ages, alip by un the rocky mosses, carrying awsay the
rich surface mold, and bring about the drying of the springs, and,
as a direct consequence, of the rivers.”- Lieutenant Seaton Schroeder,
sn Popular Science Monthly for Feoruary.



