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U thie o
ave t:ésttlme our mining men and mining companies
AQQOI‘din 0tpay deafly for their machinery and supplies.
Poseq ¢, g 0 th€f tariff, machinery used in mines is sup-
log as ite-‘admltted free, but the saving clause, ‘‘so
Dakes a1y 'S not of a kind made in Canada,” practically
trhe ana:;,lmmg machinery pay a high rate of taxation.
1§ protected]an m.anufacturer naturally adds the sum he
to Vahi to his price and the foreign made article has
the iy 1gh duty to the Government. In both cases

€ ow . ..
Wner is the victin.

e .
0 fye :‘ite.nsmn for another year of this clause referring
My, at:]I?g- machinery, of which we have heard so
iﬁor S no r} I'IS‘ therefore, a delusion and a snare. It
h!S Chojee elief to the miner. He is either limited in
hlmSel of of machinery and prevented from availing
i :;-ivi]y- TL}'}? 'nlost %mproved kinds or he is taxed
. s ip anc 15 18 unfz?lr tF) an industry which is as yet
rne‘o . y, but‘whlch if given a fair chance will be
Caljt axi most important in the Dominion. It isin
Ing one industry for the benefit of others.

il

gf“cin : r:pcteSelltative at Ottawa had succeeded in in-
. d Y not ¢ Overnment to admit mining machinery free
t]:]y QO“ditioor‘ one year alone but for all time without
. Wk th“s a.d(}ed thereto, he would have earned the
f:t“ally gai: mmmg community. But as it is ne has
. ta o ed n‘othmg for us, as the concession granted

mg year is really no benefit at all.

I It is makin
41N out of a molehill. )

s ayps
it;lat thea(:;:;;t;d east.a.nd west, and north and south,
ab]a u“develt of Brltlsh.Columbia in minerals, as yet
% € egree thoped state, will tend to enrich in a remark-
thn e Placede-WhOIe of Canada as soon as our mines
an& treaSure ” an .thoroggh working order. But while
th)’o ¢ ang es hlddep in the rocks it is of no use to
. € Vag tre yet, not.\mthstanding this—notwithstanding
Polje, wh_asure within reach, the Governmert adopts
Ich prevents our taking hold of it.

e .
iro p:\{lecli of throwing obstacles in the way of a
Qaa S icidal opment of our mines by means of the tariff
hi:a ian mannef all roux?d. It does not even benefit the
Q()l arke I:1acturer inthe long run. It simply limits
o b et t?le development of our mines be en-
ap nzae;fiblmg mining men to get the best and
4 le: Tnery and the min.ing industry will go
as weﬁs ?md bounds, .untxl machine works in
end gy inas .elsewhe:re will have all the trade they
Parativet t}?ls.Provmce, whereas now the demand
¥ limited.

Beside . -
:?:)1 esr t(}llilsstrtihe wealth flowing from the Kootenay
liy ®tly deve] cts, illimitable as it is known to be if
& of industoped’ would turn into and benefit every
Ty and trade throughout the Dominion.

The necessity for free mining machinery is, therefore,
a matter to be taken to heart not only by every man in
British Columbia but by the people of Canada as a
whole, and at this time, on the eve of a general election,
when an opportunity is afforded to speak out with force,
let there be no uncertain sound on this most important

subject.

Another subject of deep importance to the Kootenay
country is that of the Crow’s Nest Pass Railway. Not
only will it give us cheaper coke, but it will place us in
more direct communication with eastern markets. It
is an enterprise which the people of Kootenay have been
looking forward to with longing eyes.

It has been all along 2 matter of conjecture whether
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company were really
in earnest about building the road, but the proposals
the Government show that they are not
o undertake the work but they are ready
to commence it at once. Under these circumstances it
was the duty of the Government, if friendly to us, to
have shown 10 hesitation in aiding so desirable an
enterprise, especially as the proposition made to them

was a fair one.

they made to
only willing t

PRS-

Unfortunately, however, they did hesitate and for the
time being the opportunity to obtain what we so much
desire is lost. Itisnotto be supposed that the Canadian
Pacific managers, who are men noted for their push,
energy and decision, delayed till the last moment plac-

ing their plans before the Government.
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aken for granted that the proposition of
y has been before the Ottawa minis-
try for some time. Vet no move was made by the Gov-
ernment until a day or tWo before the close of the late
session when the proposals were placed before Parlia-
ment at a time when it was impossible to properly con-
sider them, and the Government itself withidrew them

It may be t
the railway compa

without dissension.

Parliament is composed of men trom all parts of the
Dominjon who, whether on one side of the house or the
other, are not likely to hastily consider a matter involv-
ing several millions of dollars. The Government knew
this, and that time was necessary for the discussion of
so important a question, yet they sat silent upon it dur-
ing all the many weeks of the session, and only at the
last moment brought down the proposals with a full
knowledge that they had hesitated too long. The Re-
medial Bill was of more consequence to them and, in the
muddle which they got themselves into over that measure,
Kootenay and its interests were lost sight of, and the
people will have to wait a little longer for the Crow’s
Nest Pass Railway.



