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The following communication from the Presi-
dent of the soctety, William Matthie, Esquire, of
Brockville, was laid before the meeting

Rrockville, August 21, 1853,

GrorGE Buckrasn, Esa.,

Professor of lgrieulture and Scerclary Provincial
Azgricultural Association, Toronto,

Dear Si,—In addressme the Provineial Agri-
cultural Assoctation throngh you, as Secretary, 1
am arieved to state that T eannot Jo so at present
without pain—pain bothexternally and internaily.
Externally, because for some consulerable time,
I have been confined almost exclusively to my
bed from severe indisposition; aund internally,
that I should feel it my duty 1o reliuquish the
high and honorable ollice of Presudent of the
Provineial Agricultural  Association, bestowed
upont me at the fast annual ineeting of the Asso-
ciat.on 3 the daties of which otlice, from the
cause [ have alluded to, I teel Fam unable lonwser
to perform. Believing this—and believing far-
ther that no man should hold such an oflice as a
sinecure, [ humbly counceive it to be my duty,
thus-to place my resiguation of the otfice of Pre-
sident of the As<ociation in the hands of the
Board, in otder that a more able successor may
be iustalied forthwith.

Had there been reasonable hope to believe
that [ would be blessed with a speedy restoration
to health, 1 micht not have troubled the As-ocia-
tion with iny resiznation, but my physician having
oxdered a long conrse of sca bathing, [ think, in
view of the forthcoming annual exhibiton, to
which [ had looked forward with ereat pleasure,
that in acting as ¥ am doing, I am only consulting
the interests of the Assocrtion—an Association
second to none in the Provinee cither as respects
1ts present or future bearing on the prosperity of
this my country, in beuelitting which the private
conveuience of its otlice bearers, should never be
allowed to intetfere.

In accepting the office T have just resigned, 1
know yon will belicve me when [ say that per-
sonal ambition hal fir less to do with it than the
sincere desire to lend my humble efforts in for-
wardiug the interests of what T conceived to be
the most important branch of productive industry
[Tam sorry to think, notwithstanding its value,
too many in Canada seem to slight.” In saying
this, [ do not by any means wish to throw odium
on the other productive branches of industry car-
ried on in the country § neither would I wish it
understood that I instuuate anything disparaging-
ly of the leamed professions; I only wish to
express an opinion in reference to Agriculture,
on which, so far at least as Canada is concerned,
I think the prosperity of all other arts is based,
and to which, in the present overstocked condi-

tion of several professions, it would be well if the
attention of the youth of the country was directed.

To velieve Agriculture from a portion of the
obloquy prejudice has thrown around it, was one
of my motives for endeavoring jo enlist the sym-
pathies of the young farmers of the comntry in

defence of « the dignity of labor.”  The com-
peting essays on this subject, may pethaps be

few in number, but like the traveller’s acorn, the |

future may show how great a little thing may
become.

As no real happiness can be obtained without

i labur, the sooner a proper tone is_given to it, the
; snoner it becomes enveloped in its proper garb,
amd wreathed with its legitimate dignity—and
becomes more of a blessing—and the farmier thus
emancipated from the trammels of prejudice,
will be enabled to take his stand on a footing of
eynality with the most favored of his fellow men,
[ mean it us noidle compliment when [ state,
that in my opinion, the future prosperity of Cana-
da depends wuch on the position of her agricul-
{tural population.  The agricullural associations
v of Canada are capable of exercising a vast influ-
ence in favor of the farmer. The office-bearers
of these associations bear much responsibility.
This will be seen when we consider that Agri-
cultute, with many of the new settlers, must of
necessity fora time be carried on in a very primi-
tive way. Fora season, improved implements of
husbandry will be hidden things, while the sci-
ence of azricultural chemistry can only be heard
of fiom afar. While in this situation, the new
settler may almost be said to be in a state of in-
cubation 5 and just as agiicultural associations
progress, in the spread of kuowledge, so willthe
new sett'ers progress, till at length they burst
forth into an enlightened existence, surrounding
themselves, one by one, with such improvedim-
plements aud stock as the influence of associa-
tions may have placed within their reach. Thus
guided and cared for, the primitive implements
of new setilers will gradually give place to patent
ploughs, improved harrows, reaping machines
&:2., while their barn-yards will become filled
with well selected stock 5 and the ownrs, from
! being ignorant and unhaudy backwoodsmen, will
soon become intelhgent and well-skilled yeomen,

But it is not altogether in drawing out new set-
tlers hom their shells, if I may be allowed the
expression, that the work of Agricultural Associa-
tions consistsin.  The fact 1s too well known,
that in many of our old settled districis. the state
of agrienlture is not at all what itoughttobe. The
schoolmaster, in many localities, has yet to go
abroad and unfold his share of knowledge in re-
lation tostock, crops, manures, drains, composi-
tion of svils, &c., &c.; and I trust I will be par-
doned when I say, that I think it would be well
for the Provincial Association to press on the
attention o} the Agricultural Department of the
Government, the necessity of taking steps to make
it imperative for all Common School teaclers to
know something in relerence to Agricultural
Chemistry, in order that the youth of Canada
may be taught something of a science which is
of su much importauce n the proper cultivation of
the soil ir which they have so largea stake.

To you, Sir, and the other officers of the Asso-
ciation, [ beg to tender my heastfelt thauks for
the many acts of kindness and courtesy which
you have all extended towards mej; and I trust
y u will excuse the liberty I have now taken in
transmitting these thoughts for your considera-
tion, in bidding you tarewell as an officer of the
Association.  Ifthere is onething [ desire more
than another in this world, it is the progress of my
country in everything teading to elevate ang
enuoble her people. That something has beep
doue by the Association in this work, no man cap




