RESULTS OF HIS REGIME

as to the satisfactory working of the union of 1840,
suspicions as to the sincerity of the imperial au-
thorities with respect to the concession of respon-
sible government, a growing antagonism between
the two nationalities which then, as always, divided
the province. A very serious economic disturbance
was crippling the whole trade of the country,
and made some persons—happily very few in num-
ber—Dbelieve for a short time that independence,
or annexation to the neighbouring republic, was
preferable to continued connection with a country
which so grudgingly conceded political rights to
the colony, and so ruthlessly overturned the com-
mercial system on which the province had been
so long dependent. When he left Canada, Lord
Elgin knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that the
two nationalities were working harmoniously for
the common advantage of the province, that the
principles of responsible government were firmly
established, and that the commercial and industrial
progress of the country was fully on an equality
with its political development.

The man who achieved these magnificent results
could claim an ancestry to which a Scotsman
would point with national pride. He could trace
his lineage to the ancient Norman house of which
“Robert the Bruce”—a name ever dear to the
Scottish nation—was the most distinguished mem-
ber. He was born in London on July 20th, 1811.
His father was a general in the British army,
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