6 The Author's Return out of the South Seas,

b Ami168rcame athore we difpers'd our felves all over the
v~~~ Ifland, to prevent our Enemies from coming any
way to view us; and prefently after high-water
we faw a fmall Canoa coming over from the Ship
to the Ifland that we were on; which made us all
* getinto our Canoa, and wait their coming ; and
we lay clofe tillthey came within Piftol-fhot of us,
and then being ready, we ftarted out and took
them. There were in her one White man and two
Indians ; who being examined, told us that the Ship
which we faw at the Rivers mouth had lain there
fix months, guarding the River, waiting for our
coming ; that fhe had 12 Guns, and 150 Sea-men
and Souldiers: that the Sea-men all lay aboard, #
but the Souldiers lay afhore in their Tent; that %
there were 300 men at the Mines, who had all
fmall Arms, and would be aboard in two Tydes 3}
time. Theylikewife told us, that there were two '
Ships cruifing in the Bay, between this place and
Gorgonia 3 the biggeft had 20 Guns and 200 men,
the other 10 Guns, and 150 men: Befides all this,
they told us that the Indians on this fide the Coun- |
tiy were our Enemies; which was the worft news 3
of all. However we prefently-brought thefe Prifo-
ners aboard, and got under fail, turning out with
the Tyde of Ebb, for it was not convenient to ftay §
longer there.

e did not long confider what ta do; but in-
tended toland thatnight, or the i¢xt day betimes ;
for we did not queftion but we fhould either get a
.good commerce with the Indians, by fuch toys as {
we had purpofely brought with us, or elfe force
our way through their Country, in gfpight of all
their oppofition : and we did mot fear what the
Spaniards could do againft us, in cafe they fhould
land. and come afrer us. We had a ftrong Souther-
ly Wind, which blew right in ; and the Tyde of
gbb being far fpent, we. could not turn out. " ;
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