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Business at the Custom House
a Third Heequf Than Was
(ase Last Year.

-————‘Tﬂ 5

(From Saturday’'s daily.)
Dasrson, Y. T, Dec. 11.—A judgment
jrawing out several fine pomts valu-
“1 to all who own and deal-in claims,
ﬂ}fe rendered in the gold court today.
,,“‘gz case draws out the right of a ma:;
. renew a certiicate after a lapse o
oy nth and to retain qngerest in the
8 e TThe case is entitled Frank Me-
L{ll;lllxlle plaimiﬁ’, agal{xst‘_}:larry . Kn-
f,,{}\.ou'ﬂu o S] Strait, defendants.
EL ipdgme jlows:

'whe JUAEEE f'Ohis case are as follows:
d out in Septem-
leson, who was the
the upper half, left
Al ¢ . 58 below discovery. ]iu9-
"‘“‘“’...‘?ng had allowed his free miner's
ker creel,  Moxpire on June 25th last;
certiical® b certificate on July 25th,
he gul-td‘uu[ pay the additional fée re-
bu‘tretd‘ py section 2 1O cover the month
quiret .y June 25th and July 25th. On
6(.[v‘,1,c1- 14th the plaintiff §t&ked‘tms‘
© and on the itth applied for rec-
"1t was refused. He ther:i brguéht
this est against the defendan n-
sféll:oxl; rUs:ud up?)n the hearing the defend-
80t Strait asked to be made a partli.
4151 June 10th the defendant Engelson
sold a half interest in the ciaim b(yi,
Lill of sale to one James R. "Farr,.m:1
on June ?AYh Farr sold to the defend-
ant &Strait. ! Strait states that he did
not put the bill of .sale on record mtv-
ing to the delay caused by the dificuity
i finding the witnesses to the bill of
«aid Farr, whose afidavit of execntlog
had not been made; he was not foun
uitil the 23rd of November, They then
put the bill of sale on file after pa;mg‘
the fee required under the _reguhmonys
to cover the lapse in the 'detend.auts_
(Engleson’s) certificate, \Ving dlfco_v
cred the laspe in his certiticate vnthu;
twenty days previous to the date O
aying ‘the fee.
pglln;fmthot‘ the opinion that the .aefend-

Strait, having cqmphed with the
las h of section 7 of the regu-
lations is entitled t(;. hold his interest
in ¢ claim in question. -
*n"ih:m also of the opinion that Xngel-
son, having obtained amother certificate
on July 26th, and ‘having obta}ned a
renewal of- the eclaim 1n question on
August 6th, over two months before the
plaintiff staked, the plaintiff has 1o
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. STILL AT LARGE.
The Vancouver Alleged Hold-
Has Not Been Recaptured.

|- "Alden " 'Davidson,

the- yonnimman
wanted in- Vancouver for “having,
it is -alleged, assisted in the rob-
bery for wich ““Terrible” Regan went
up for three years to where he will no
longer be terrible, and who escaped
from the city lock-up is still at large.

.of his escape from the lock-up was dif-
‘ficult and daring. The wall, which he
surmounted, is over eighteen feet high,
and all he had to r&ach the top was &
six-foot etep ladder and a plank and
poker., He balanced the plank on the
'tbp of the ladder almost perpendicularly
and after mounting to the topiof the
lader shinned up the plank so quickly
thdt it did not topple him over. Then
‘he managed to insert the poker in some
bars, and with hold clambered on to
the glass covered wall. He crawled along
‘the broken glass and shinned down a
spout, which allowed him to make his
way to the street.
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. {Has Disappeared.—Some speculation
is being indulged in as to the where-
abouts of an old man mnamed Gibbs,
who for a short time past has been
couducting a small store on the corner
of Herald and Store streets. A little
time ago he was arrested for carrying
concealed weapons, but dismissed with
a cantion. On Thursday evening he
handed the key of the store to the
owner of the building and has not been
seen since.
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Bella Coola’s
Thriviag Farmers
Highly Interesting Report on the

Recent Meeting of the
Institute.

Evidence Which Shows That the
. Settiement is in Flourishing
. Condition.

(FROM SATURDAY'S DATLY.)

right of action 01131 account of the lapse
in ¢ rmer certificate. : o
3 l':ll‘lféznprotest is dismissed with costs.

While hunting near McQuesten post,
Moses, 4 fifteen-year-old Indian,
<hot in the thigh of the left leg by the
accidental discharge of his gun. e
had the aveapon on a sled which he was
pulling through the brush when the
hammer was pulled back by a ‘bramble
and exploded the cartridge.

Business in the Dawson customs
house is a third heavier NOwW than at
this time last year. The same is to
be said of the month of Nm‘ex‘nber, re-
cently closed. - Collector E. S. Busby
sives the information, and is much
gratified at the showing being made,

Traffic into the Forty-Mile country
Las so increased since the close of navi-
cation that a second man has been
appointed to handle customs affairs at
Forty-Mile town. At the request of

Collector Busby of the Yukon district, |

with headquarters at Dawson, Major
Wood, commandingthe police -of the
territory, has appointed one of the po-
lice stationed at Forty-mile to assist
Deputy Collector McLeod there,

Alex. MecGuire, of the fire depart-
ment, was dismissed this morming
after a charge had been proven in the
police court on the charge of carrylng
2 revolver with the intemntion of doing
an injury to Peter Blaek. It was a
case of McGuire’s word against Black’s.
The accused claimed that he did mot
hive the revolver in his possession when
they had the trouble at the engine house
on the Klondike December 5th.

Captain Edward iSpencer, who form-
erly managed the properties owned Dy
George R. Munger  in this _couptr_y, is
described by Mr. Justice Craig, in judg-
ments handed down yesterday, as sact-
ing as a thief.” “His lordship says that
‘Spencer certainly misappropriated the
work, money and goods of Munger to
his own use.

/ In the three cases, Golden vs. Mun-
ger, Wilson vs. Munger and Flemming
vs. Munger, - the defendant’s evxdguce
was taken by a commission as he is 2
resident of the United States. In his
evidence Munger states that he had full
and implicit confidence in Spencer “until
the time that I discovered him to be a
thief.” While his lordship would not
apply that language to ‘Spencer, he says
he acted like a thief.

¢ More men ‘will be working on the va-
rious claims on Little Minook, Rampart,
this season than since 1899. The old
creek is far from being worked out and
is a steady producer.

Flour is selling at $4.00 a sack, beef
‘as 65 cents a pound, ham 40 cents, pota-
‘toes 15 cents, onions 20 cents, apples
$8.50 a bgx. Fresh ranch eggs 79
‘cents a dozen, oats 8 cents a pound and
‘hay 8 cents a pound.
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Youthful Forger.—A young man by
the name of C. H. Campbell is wanted
by the police for uttering a forged
cheque. A few days ago he went out to
{Cloverdale and purchased a couple of
hogs from John Tolmie, giving in pay-
ment a cheque for $20. «Campbell got

* his - change, conveyed the hogs to the

city in a_ rig and left town the same
night, and it was well for him that he
did so, for the cheque tendered by him
was a forgery.- The provincial police
were notified and have been endeavor-
ing to head off the fugitive. Campbell
war formerly a member of the Puyallup
baseball nine, and played second base
on the team when it crossed bats with
the Victorias two years ago. He is about
thirty years of age, about five feet ten
inches in height, and of fair complexion.
He was accompanied by a woman.
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LYTTON PUBLIC SCHOOL.

On Friday evenifig, the 18th inst., a
very successfiil entertainment was held
in ithe Lytton town hall to celebrate
the breaking up for the Christmas va-
cation of the pupils of the public school.
A very lengthy programme was ably
carried through by 'the wvarious adult
and juvenile performers. A special fea-
ture of the evening’s entertainment was
the rendering of the operetta, ‘“Red Rid-
ing Hood” by the pupils. Miss Nellie
Baillie made a very charming Queen
of -the Fairies, while Miss Mary Gillis,
in the character of Red Riding Hood,
performed ler part with great accur-
acy. The role of Wolf was very credit-
ably sustained by Master Willie Mec-
Knight. The success of the concert was
in a very great measure due to the
arduous efforts of : Miss McB®onald, the
school mistress, whosé unsparing energy
was greatly rewarded by the perfor-
manece of her pupils, who throughout
‘carried out their wvarious parts in a
manner which reflected great credit on
ler, and afforded much. enjoyment to
the large audience present. Whilst all
the nmumbers on the programme were
excellent, special mention must be made
of the quartette, “Aslegp on the Deep,”
‘Q:’ Messrs. Keeble, Newey, Gillis and
Stringer, which was beautifully render-

_ed and heartily encored. The songs by

A

Monkey Brand Soap removes all stains,
rust, dirt or tarnish — but won't wash
clothes, : v el

Mr. J. R. Anderson, deputy minister

of agriculture, has received the‘ follow:
ing interesting report of the Farmers
Institute meeting held at Bella Coola,
from Mr. A. Hammer, secretary of the
Bella Coola Farmers’ Institute:
" On Saturday, November T, 1903, was
held a supplementary meeting of the
Bella Coola Farmers’ Institute. This
meeting created no little interest amoug
the people, in fact much greater than
was anticipated, and it showed that
there is in this place a desire among
the people to do something 1or them-
selves. i

Many of the people came long dis-
tances over extremely muddy roads,
and altogether a great interest "was
manifested. Fofrty-one persous attend-
ed, including ten ladies. Mr, H. Nord-
schow presided ‘with the following di-
rectors present:

E. Nordschow, president; A. Hammer,
secretary-treasurer;- L Fougner, .
Widsten and R. Levelton, directors.

The meeting of the - rch 14, 1903,
were read by the secretary and adopt-
ed. !

As the secretary haa peen requested
to . obtain information where pure-bred
stock could be procured, he read sev-
eral communications received from
stockmen of the proviuce,‘oﬂfermg thor-
oughbreds at various prices. It 'was
moved by -Mr. J. Wadsten, seconded
by Mr. F. Jacobson, that the subject of
pure-ored stock be taken up for discus-
sion. 'The motion was carried.

After a short discussion it was moved
by Mr. J. B. Sylvester, seconded by G.
B. Olson that the Bella Coola Farmers’
Institute give fifteen dollars as an in-
ducement to any -one' who will import
a pure-bred shorthorn bull to Bella
Coola. The motion was carried,

A. Hammer stated that he had de-
cided to purchase a yearling shorthorn
bull from Mr. R. G. Johnston, of Vic-
toria; and felt very thankful for any
assistance given by the institute.

It was moved by Mr. A. Hammer,
sesonded by Mr. H. B. Christensen,
that the Bella Coola Farmers’ Jlnsti-
tute hold regular monthly meetings, the
meetings to be held on the first Satur-
day in every month until otherwise de-
cided. The motion was carried. An
interesting programme followed. The
Bella Coola Brass band furnished excel-
lent music and the ladies’ quartette
sang splendidly. They had selected two
songs “Hona Paa Hangen,” a Norwe-
gian song, and ‘‘Success to the Jolly
Old Farmer,” which go to prove the
ladies “will ot stand back in making
our meetings interesting during the win-
ter mouths. ¢

Mr. H. B. Christensen spoke on poul-
try. Mr. Christensen is a merchant,
and quite a favorite here on the plat-
form, as he is a little bit on the comic.

™Mr. I. Fougner s&poke on “Fruit
Growing,” and his address was well re-
ceived. The summing up of his speech
was encouraging the people to plant
fruit trees. As to wvariety he believed
the Baldwin was most adapted to Bella
Coola. He said: “If I were to plant
1,000 apple trees, I would plant 999
Baldwin, and the other one, well, 1
think that would be Baldwin, too,” and
1 believe he is right. I would do the
same thing.

Mr. J. Widsten was the iast speak-
er, and his subject was “Mixed Farm-
ing.” He spoke very well. After our
next meeting, which will be December
5th, I will send you our best speeches.
Mr. T. P. Sangsted will speak on_the
“Fducation of Farmers,” Mr. Nord-
schow on “Pigs,” and J. B. Sylvester
on ‘“Butter Making.” An interesting
meeting is anticipated.

B

Mr. Hammet's Death. — The East-
bourne, England., Chronicle of the 12th
inst., contains the following: “Ome
more of our old residents has passed
away in the person of Mr. 3 Bl
Hammet, of St. Botolph’s, The Goffs,
who died on the 4th inst., after a few
days® illness, in his 8Tth year. The fo-
neral took place on the afternoon of
Wednesday last. The first portion of
the service was held in ISt Mary’s
church and was performed by the Rev.
Canon Goodwyn. The interment took
place in the Ocklynge cemetery. The
elder son, Rear Admiral Hammet, is
stationed at t™Malta and is just now on
Jeave in the Levant, and the younger is
in America, so were unable to be pres-
ent. ‘The chief mourners were the
widow, his daughter, Miss Hammet, and
his nephews, Mr. E. Lacon, with Mrs.
Lacon and Major Blunt. A number of
other relatives and friends attended,
amongst them being Sir Henry Beding-
feld, Mrs. Lewis, Col. and Mrs. John-
stone, Mrs., Miss and Mr. Theo. Met-
calfe, Capt. Rivers,”Mr. Pacy and Capt.
Swinford. The coffin was of oak and
was covered with & number of beautifal
wreaths.” Rear ‘Admiral ‘Hammet
served 'on this station in the flagship
under Admiral “Heneage some years
ago. The widow of the late Mr. Ham-
met is a sister of Capt. H. G. Lewis
of this city, while the Mrs. Lewis Te-
ferred to in the item is his niece.

pleasantly remembered by all who|

Man

He has not been located. ‘The manner|

{ fore.

Love, lke that angel that shall eall,
Our bodies from the silent grave,
U_zgo omta- age doth raise us all;
* None too. much, none too little s
Nay, the dmere:'ce may be nt?l‘.:l:,' e
-He makes two not alike, but one
~—Robt. Herrick..
On a recent Sunday morning I gave
the Colonist: readers an account g? ‘a
mimic or imaginary fire, the details of
which were more or less harrowing, and
through the heat and ﬂu%—ot which I
passed without a bwrn. Today I pro-
pose to Dnarrate a true and unvarnish-

befel me in the city of San Francisco
just forty-sx.x years ago, and in which I
was an active participant and an inter-
ested actor. The circumstances attend-
ing the adventure are so realistic iu
themselves that no embellishment will
be necessary to-insure their perusal.

. The time was 2 o’clock on iae morn-
ing of the New Year 1857. ’ was seat-

one- of consideralsze excitement and of
more -than ordinary interest. = At the
time an epi ¢ _of suicide manifested
itself among the floating population of
San Francisco, and-scarcely a day pass-
ed without from one to five suicides of
disappointed gold-seekers being reported.
Strychnine was then a new poison, and
a majority of the unfortunates select-
ed that deadly and painful route for
making their exit from the world. Sev-
eral cases of self-destruction and one
of murder were among the events of the
previous day. I had “supped on hor-
rors,” as Shakespeare would say, and
yearned for ‘sp_mething more substantial
and less exciting. As I sat in the sane-
tum, weary and worn and sleepy, and
thinking that my work was about over
and that I might shortly seek my couch,
there fell upon my ear a distant cry of
“FIRE!” 1 ran to the window and,
leaning out, waited for a repetition' of
the alarm. Presently I heard the /cry
again, clear-cut and distinet in a deep,
manly voice—*“Fire ! Fire!” To seize
my hat and dash down the stairs and
into Montgomery street occupied scarce-
ly @ moment of time. As I reached the
sidewalk, guided by the cry, 1 turned
into ‘Commercial street, and there saw,
half way between Montgomery and
Kearney streets,  a
frame building from which arose sheets
of flame and huge billows of thick, black
smoke. I hastened to the spot and as-
certained that the burning building was
known as Martin’s restaurant, a popu-
lar eating house of the day, owned and
conducted by ' Frenchmen. Martin’s
was the most famous of San Francisco’s
many places of entertainment. ~It was
the Tesort of politicians, officials, ad-
venturers and well-to-do business ‘men
and miners. I doubt if a better dinner
than could be had at Martin’s was ob-
tainable anywhere on the American con-
tinent. The viands were of the choicest
description, and the wines of the finest
vintage. The cost of a meal was in
keeping with the service, and mno sen-
sible man with a limited income would
dream of ordering a dinner there.

Well, as I have said, the smoke was
pouring out of the building, and great,
firey tongues were forcing their way
half across the sireet, threatenming to
lick up every object in their path.
‘When I reached the spot I found three
other men had preceded me, - They
stood in front of the building and were
gazing with terrified looks towards the
upper or third story. I followed the
direction of their gaze, and there saw
the figure of a woman as she leaned
half out of a window and screamed
for help. She was a German, and she
never ceased to ejaculate, “Gott im Him-
mel” as she wruug her hands, and in
her mative tongue besought our aid.
One of the party ran to the stairs, but
they were already on fire, and to at-
tempt to mount them would have meant
certain death. The smoke grew denser
and denser, and the flames mounted
higher and higher, while the despairing
cries of the wretched woman continued
to rend the night air. Presently she
left the window and we thought that
she had been overcome by the smoke

Land had yielded to what seemed an in-

evitable fate. But, no! In a moment
she Teappeared with a blue blanket in
her arms and tossed it down to us. We
four fellows each seized a corner and
held the blanket extended to its full
width under the window, at a place
where we thought she would alight if
she should decide to leap.

“Jump! Jump!” we cried.

She seemed to undersiand, for she
got partly out of the window, and. after
a brief moment of hesitation, shrank
back and stood again within the win-
dow, renewing her cries and waving her
arms as signals of distress. The stifling
smoke at times curled upwards and
closed in upon her. The flames, running
like mad things up the fromt of the
wooden building, threatened to enwrap
her. The woman’s cries were piteous
to hear, but there was no time for ex-
pressions of sympathy. Action was the
one thing mecessary to save the woman—
action on her part; we were prepared to
do our duty and break her fall should
she summouns enough courage to make
the effort.

We implored, entreated her to “J ump!
Jump! Jump!” Still she hesitated.
looked around, the firemen had not yet
made their appearaunce and there was
no.  fladder avalable for the rescue.
‘When 1 turned again I saw that the
woman had emerged from the. window
and was hanging by her hands, which
supported her body and -lower limbs.
‘She was clad in the scantiest raiment,
but, instead of dropping, she heid fast
to the sill, sereaming, “Ach, Mein Gott.”
Then she made a strong effort to regain
the window and did succeed in drawing
herself up so that one elbow rested upon
the sill. At this moment a wicked
tongue of fire shot upward and hid the
woman for an instant from our view,
Then, before the smoke and flame had
cleared away, she came crashing down,
bringing the hanging sign' of the es-
tablishment with her, and fell squarely
into the blanket. Her weight, for she
was a heavy woman, tore the blanket
from our grasp and she rolled upon the
sidewalk and lay there insensible with a
great gash in one of her legs, which
contact with the hanging sign had
caused, and a slight cut on her head.
By this time a few more people had
appeared, and she was packed off to
the German hospital, where it was as-
certained that her injuries were not
serious.

While this was going on the flames
had spread to wooden buildings on
either side of Martin’s and threatened
the whole block. Next to the burning
building on the east was a lager beer
waloon conducted by an old German and
his wife -with two pretty. daughters,
aged about 17 years. These girls pos-
sessed a fair knowledge of English aud
served lager beer to the customers of
the place, with whom their sweet, inno-
cent and winning ways and their pretty,
rosy German faces, beaming with
health and good nature, made them
‘general favorites.

“Dey ish dwins,” the fond mother
had said to me three or four nights be-
“Dey ves borned togeder, und
de,\z speaks Ing-ee-lish so vell as me

‘‘Were they at school in England?”
I asked.

“Yah!” she responded,
und  dey learnt everyting.”

The roof of the lager. beer building
‘was already on fire when, in company
'with a young friend, William Merrill,

“den ments,

I kicked in the front door and ran into
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Baptism of Fire.
400y Endiog For # Bed Beglaniog

ed tale of an adventure which actually |

ed in the editorial r~om of the Call|:
newspaper, awaiting ine last preofs from ||
the composing room. The day had been

large, three-story |
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 the saloon. On the side nearest the fire
there were two doors which we right-
fully conjectured were the - sleeping
apartments. We burst in the first
door and there saw the old man dnd
his wife in bed. They had  been
awakened by the noise we made in en-
tering and by the roar of the flames
and both were sitting up in bed.

. “Was ist los?’ asked the old man,
pale and “trembling.

{ “What’s the matter?” I said. “Why
your home is on fire and you’ll be
burned if you don’t get out quickly.”
“Mein Gott!” cried the old frau as she
léaped up and seizing some clothing
that lay on a chair prepared to dress
herself.

“Here!” I cried, “this is no time for

dressing. Go out as you are, and g
quickly, too.” »
\ The old woman demurred and recall-
ing her English gave us to mnderstand
in broken accents that she could -not
go out before people unless she was
fully dressed. "
“Oh!” cried Merrill, “blast your mod-
esty. It's no time for sach nonsense,
iget out.” ) Together we pushed the cou-
ple into the sdloon and bade them run
for dear life.

As they ran for the front door 1
called out:

“Where are the girls—the frauleine?”

“Ach!” was the response, ‘“‘dey ish in
dot room,” pointing to the other door.

We ran to the door and kicked it in
and without the least ceremony entered.
fThere lay the two_sweet little German
girls, who in spite of the noise were
still fast asleep—youth generally sleeps
soundly—looking as pretty as pictures.
In the instantaneous glance that I had
of them I saw thet their lovely fair
hair was confined within the limits of
snowy lace white night caps, which
added a charm to their beautiful faces.
Merrill stood as one transfixed with ad-
miration and gazed speechless upon the
scene of beauty that lay enticingly be-
fore him. That I was moved at the
spectacle need not be denied, but time
pressed and the finer emotions must be
stilled. So running to the bedside I
i seized one of the frauleins by the shoul-
! der and shook her, somewhat roughly, I
fear.

. *Get up!’ I cried, “fly! The house
ig on fire!”

| “Mein Gott!”” she exclajmed, with
frightened eyes, “Vot do you vaut? Go
{avay, bad man!”’

She buried her head in the blankets.

Her sister now awoke and began to
scream. g

““Gertrude!” she cried, “sind wir in
gefahr?”’

“Yes,” I said, “You are in great -dan-
ger. You must fly at once or you will
be lost.”

‘Gertrude from beneath the blankets
screamed, ‘‘Mutter, hilf!”

“Your mother,” I said, “is safe, and
she sent us to you.”

“Sind Sie ein freund?”’

“Yes,” -1 said, “I am a friend who
wishes to save you. Get up at once.”

“Zen,” she said, “I vill go mit you.
Come, Amalie, we vill go mit ze
shentlemens. Dey vill the room beyond
go vhile we dresses oop ourselves.”

The side of the building next to
Martin’s was by this time on fire and
the room was rapidly filling with smoke.
. “Good beavens!” shouted Merrill, who
had listened impatiently to "what he
called our gibberish,” ‘“who  talks of
dressing? (o out as you are,” and reach-
ing forward he pulled’' the covering from
the bed. The_girls leaped to the floor,
and each seized an. article of ap-
parel from a chair and prepared to put
it on over their robes. de nuit.

Now what does the reader think the
article was that they thought essential
for their proper appearance before the
multitude that had begun to gather at
the scene? You might guess a dozen
times and then be wrong. I will tell
you—it was a hoop skirt! It would not
have been the slightest protection from
prying eyes, but the effort they made
to don~it showed that they possessed
the true womanly instinct of modesty.
© “What nonsense!” cried Merrill, as
he seized one girl and I the other and
dragged ‘and pushed them out into the
istreet, where they K were received by
driends and led away to a place of shei-
ter, one still clinging to her hoop skirt.

The fire consumed nearly a block of
buildings before it was subdued. The
papers on the following day told the
story of the woman who leaped from
the window and was saved, and then
they told how a young newspaper man
and a friend had imperilled their lives to
save two lager beer ladies, and had zar-
ried them out in his arms just as tne
roof fell with a great crash. A wo-
ment later—an instant’s delay—and all
four would have been engulphed.”

“Such gallantry,” wrote another crit-
ie, “needs no praise from us—it is be-
yond all praise. It speaks for itself.
‘We are proud to number among the
ranks of journalism a man who is
capable of such a noble act. He has
restored to society two of the most
gifted dispensers of beer in the city
and won the thanks of all the disciples
of Gambrinus.

Another writer said: ‘“We have not
the privilege of a personal acquaint-
iance with the brilliant young journalist
to whose undaunted courage the two
'sweet young beer slingers at the Na-
I*cional Beer Resort owe their precious
‘lives, but he must be a good sort. We
jhear that he is a foreigder, but bravery
like musie, knows no language, Do
lcountry. 1t belongs to the whole world.
So with our young friend—he is the
world’s own citizen. We call him
friend, although, as we have said, we
iwouldn’t know him from a side of sole
leather or a piece of cheese.”
| Another writer suggested that I was

of my days.

But the unkindest cut of all came
from a weekly publication called the
‘Sunday Varieties. This publication
came out with a wood engraving in
'which I ‘was represented as emerging
from a burning building with my knees
bending beneath the weight on each
shoulder of a fat young, German girl,
much as a porter would ¢éarry a barrel
of pork or cider out of a warehouse.

In spite of all- the chaff I kept my
temper and affected to enjoy the
thrusts as keenly as the writers.
‘Experience had taught me that it is
not wise to show anger, even if you
should feel it, when criticized. If your
adversary can succeed in irritating you
his object is accomplished; but mever
show temper. Assume a serenity of
manner even if you do not feel it, and
the laugh will soon fall upon him who
made you the object of his-ridicule.
Now the fact was that I wasnt a hero
at all. At no time during the scene
were we in any danger. We experienced
no difficulty in entering or leaving the
building. Of course it was necessary
that the inmates should be gotten out
quickly. but a boy "of ten years could
have given the alarm as we did and
carried off the laurels to which we were
not entitled and never claimed. The
~writers knew that I was anxious to
conceal my part in the adventure, which
my own paper—the Call—did not refer
to, and poked their ‘fun at me in a
spirit of good-natured mischief.

The owners of the Resort leased a
‘building near where their former one
stood and were soon in running shape
again. .

+ A few days later I met Merrill. He
was in the best of spirits and asked me
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entitled to free lager for the balance|

je young womern

.for ‘my gallantry, as they

for the part he took in their
him that there had beemn

{no ntry ‘displayed: that there had
“{of being

and that I was tired
fer:having done what
any other person could have domne

{would have doune without incurring any

danagr. !

“Well, whether you think so or mnot.”
he replied, *the girls regard us both
as heroes.. They have thanked me and
want to. thank you.” ¥
“Nonsense, Merrill,” I said ‘“‘can’t you
see through "it all?  They want to sell
more beer and inclnde us among their
regular patrons. I'm not going.” -

To my surprise he bridled up and grew
angry at the mere suggestion that the girls
were only desirows of ‘increasing the sale
of beer and left me in a high dudgeon.,

A new Martin’s restaurant speedily arose
on the ruins of the old, and it was not
many weeks before the new establishment
was reopened with' a blaze of gaslight, a
glitter of cut glass and highly polished sil-
ver ware and the blare of a brass band.
About a week after the reopening I was
seated with a fellow journalist at one of
the tables when the door opened and In
walked Meérrill. He was accompanied by a
fair-haired beautiful young lady. This was
before the era of ‘‘chemical hlondes” and
fair locks might be accepted as the pure
gemuine article. Both were dressed-in the
extreme of fashion, and passing through the
main " diningroom, entered one of the pri.
vate rooms. As they passed the table at
which I sat I rose and bowed to Mer-
and a stony glare. Then I knew that he
still harbored ill-feeling towards me for
my remarks about the beer girls.

“I wonder who Merrill has in tow this
iime,” remarked my friend, whose mame,
hy the way, was Osborne.

“] can’t imagine,” I sald, but she is a
most lovely person.”

“Let us sit here and talk and smoke 'un-
til they come out,” returned Osborne.

So we lighted our cigars and talked for
nearly an hour, anxiously awaiting the re-
turn. of the couple. At last I asked the
waiter if the gentleman and lady were
still in the private room.

“Oh, no!” he replied,” they went out by
the back entrance a long time since.”

So we left disappointed.

It may have beén a week later that I
met Merrill on Montgomery, street. I ex-
tended my hand and he took it cordially.
He was in high spirits and evidently had
resolved to overlook my indiscreet but
well-meant remarks at the last interview.
“H.”, said he, ‘“‘congratulate me, I'm
engaged to be married to one of the dear-
est, sweetest—-"’ ¥

“Yes,”” I interrupted, ‘‘that is what they
ai] say. It’s the old, old story.”

“The dearest, sweetest, loveliest girl in
the whole world.’

“That’s right, Merrill,” I returned. “I
wouldn’t give a fig for a lover who didn’t
say about the same. But who is tuils para-
gon of goodness and loveliness ?”’

“Can’t you guess ?”’

“Was it the young lady I saw you with
at Martin’s the other evening?’

: “The same. Can’t you guess who she
s?”

“No,” I said, “unless—unless—surely it
is not one of the twins at the Resort?”
‘““The very same,”” he replied.

1 gazed at him with a Took of astonish.
ment, and my feelings must have been de-
picted on my face, for he broke in with a
laugh.

“Don’t say that you disapprove of the
match. That you intend to forbid the
banns.”

“Merrill, I don’t wish to interfere in
your affairs—especially in your love af-
fairs—and I am not going to offer advice
that wil] give you offence. I have suf-
fered becaunse of that already. But—"
“Now, then, Mr. Moralist, tell me what
your ‘but’ is.”
‘“You’ll be angry.”
‘“Indeed I will not.
angry.”’

“Well, then, Merrill,’* pardon me if I
ask you if your sweetheart is a girl whom
you would present to your mother ?”’
““Yes, by heavens,”” he responded, excit-
edly; “to my mother, yes, and to my sis-
ters. She is good enough and lovely en-
ough to be a princess.”

“Which of the twins i1s it?’ I asked.
‘4Gertrude,” he replied; ‘the one who
kept her head beneath. the blankets.”
“And would wear a hoop skirt over her
night. dress in spite of your remonstrance,”
I laughed.

He smiled, and after a few words on an-
other subject we parted with expressions
of friendship and regard. The next T learn-
ed of him and his girl was through a notice
in the papers that announced their mar-
riage. The motice went on to say that the

I'm too happy to be

that destroyed Martin’s and other buildings
and that the divine flame was kindled when
Merrill carried the young lady from the
burnine bullding in his arms to a place
of safety. Merrill, for reasons that will
be understood and appreciated by lovers
generally, always encouraged the idea in
the girls’ minds that they were in great
danger, and only escaped through his ex-
ertions which were put forth at the risk
of his own life. How easily some women
can be humbugged—especially by the young
man whom they love. I never saw them
again, but I heard of them frequently.
Merrill’'s father was a wealthy merchant of
New York, and his brothers and sisters
moved in the best society. The young man’s
presence on the Coast was due to the de-
sire of the parent to extend the business
of his house. When' the father died M
ril] returned to his native city with his
w'fe. She was well received by his friends
I heard, and having been fairly well edu-
cated, and being very musical, soon became
a soclety favorite. They had one child, a
daughter, who grew up to be a lovely girl
and who about twenty years ago married
a title and went to Italy to live upon it
and an income from the father. And so a
love adventure so strangely begun in &
Baptism of Fire on Commercial street, San
Francisco, on New Year’s morning, 1857,
turned out happily in spite of my dismal
forbodings.

What became of the old man and woman
and Amalie ? I never learned.

In conclusion I would add that the above
is a true story only the real names of the
chief actors being suppressed. The fire
scene has always been amongst my most
vivid recollections, and I have told all its
wonderful details many times to intimate
friends. It made a great impression upon
my mind at the time, and that impression
thias not faded, but grown stronger as the
years have passed away.

From The Colonist
of 1858.

Saturday, Dec. 25th, 1858.

Victoria Lodge A. F. & A. M.—Prelimin-
ary measures have been taken for the es-
tablishment of a Masonic lodge in Victoria.
The petition for a charter will go to Eng-
land next steamer. The following gentle-
men have been named for office-bearers:
Capt. Southgate, W. M.; George Pearkes,
S. W.; —. Jeffries, J. W.; A. de Cosmos,
secy.; —. Thane, treas.; —. Thane, S. D.;
R. J. McDonald, J. D.

Praise is due the authorities of Victoria
for the prompt suppression of every at-
tempt to introduce public gambiing into this
colony. Our town has c sequently been
preserved from all those inecidents which
ever follows closely on the train of the
greatest of social vices,

The first principles of our constitution
have been invaded The appointment of
Dr. Kennedy to a seat in the House of
Assembly by Gov. Douglas and the Hon.
John Work, is a deadly blow struck at our
{freedom. . . Dr. Kennedy was told
to take his seat for a district in which
there were no electors, and in which no
election had been held.

The steamer Pacific, Capt. Haley, arrived
yesterday morning from San Francisco via
Astoria, with one day later dates, bringing
twelve passengers for Victoria and 80 tons
of freight. News unimportant. She sails
again today.

Cowitchan .Lands.—We would state on
good authority, for the information of
purchasers of lands in Saanich and Cow-
itchan, that the government intend to ex-
tinguish the ' Indian -title in the spring.
Should it not be done within a reasonable
time, the deposits paid by applicants will
be refunded. ;

Laying Over.—A large number of miners
have come down from the Fraser river to

wait here until the weather moderates.
They will then return confident.of =jek
harvest.
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marriage was a happy outcome of the fire}

1‘.;0 supply all the lumber for the public

3 8 at Langley. :
Eto& t from Langley to Yalé varies from

The Brig Willemontic brought up the boll-|

ers, etc., for the new steamer Gove :
Douglas. s

T R TR T T e N
Goodacre & Sons yesterday sent word

to the police barracks that the married

‘men on the force were to call at their

meat market to be presented with a
turkey for today’s dixll)mer.
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HARDSHIPS OF TROOPS.

A correspohdenl:—;f the Nichi Shim-
bun tells of the difficulties being en-

4 countered' by Russia in' sheltering and

victnalling the troops in Manchuria. He
says 3 ‘“‘Hven supposing that Russia has
only a ‘h _thousand . men of all
arms in Manchuria, the difficulty of pro-
viding adequate shelter for them
throughout a winter of proverbial sever-
ity and several months’ duration, must
be immense. It is supplemented also
by the difficulty of victualling them.
When the snow lies deep, as it does
in = Manchuria, the tramsport of pro-
visions for thousands of mén is a formid-
iable task. Japan achieved it, however,

in the campaign of 1894-5, but in her

case there were two important péints
of difference; one was that she had an
immense band of coolies tralned to such
work; the other that her troops were
not scattered about the ecountry, but
concentrated at two or three points. We
presume that the Russians have made
due arrangements . for transpoyt pur-
poses, but whatever they have done the
troops will have a hard time, and the
inhabitants of Manchuria a bardeér. As
or the' tan Tthak . WL sew e Nic el
thid, it must 100K Serous even to Russia,
whose outpouring of treasure in pursuit
of her Far Eastern ambition has as-
sumed stupendous dimeusions.”

Gold Lies in
0Old River Beds

Similarity of the New Diggings
in the Alsek to those of
Cariboo.

Miners on Their Way With Tool
to Exploit Ground Staked
in Stampede.

Whitehorse, Y. T., Dec. 18.—Special)
—Harry Baxter, Ole Dixon, AL D,
Puckett and Pete Brecheisen have re-
turned from Bullion and Vulcan creeks.
Four days were spent on Bullion, Sheep
and Vulcan creeks. Each member of
the party was successful in staking
claims on the creeks mentioned and so0
far as they can form an opinion pre-
vious to prospecting believe they have
secured good ground. :

Several outfits were met on the trail
by the miners carrying supplies and
tools in order to go to work and exploit
the ground staked either last summer
or during the recent stampede. The
prospectors who were with th_ese.work-
ing parties expressed determination to
get out dumps during the winter and
be prepared to sluice as early as possi-
ble in the spring. Some of the best
‘workers in this camp are members of
these working parties and know their
‘business, so that it is mot taking any
great chances to prediet that by June
we shall have a substantial indorsement
of the faith we have expressed in the
new diggings.

Messrs. Baxter and Dixon both cor-
roborate the statements already made
by the discoverers of Bullion creek and
other prospectors wgo have made the
trip, as te the general characteristics
of the camp, that the schist bedrock is
apparently shallow, and the width of
the gravel deposits along the channel
of the creek about 250 feet below the
canyon and about 200 feet above the
canyon for a distance of at least one
mile, which was as far up the creek as
these gentlemen penetrated.

(The banks of the creek they report as
being quite steep as far down as about
55 below discovery, below which point
the creek widens out into a valley of
considerable extent.

On Vulcan creek the party located
Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6 below discovery.
This is one of the most récently discov-
ered of the creeks. It - empties into
Slim’s river on the right limit, having its
source to the southeast. The mouth is
nearly opposite the mouth of Bullion.
Discovery was staked and recorded by
Messrs. Ward and Hogan during the
recent stampede to Bullion creek. It
is described as a torrential stream hav-
ing a fall of nearly 20 degrees, and
flowing between steep banks, but not
as precipitous as the banks of Ballion.
Tt is not as long a creek as Bullion. The
gravel deposit-for three or four miles
below discovery ‘claim are reported as
being about 300 feet wide. Discovery
claim is located about four miles above
the mouth of the creek and was pros-
pected to some extent by Ward and
Hogan, who reported very satisfactory
pannings. p

This creek differs from Bullion prin-
cipally in respect to the fact that along
the right limit there occur high banks
of wash gravel, sometimes reaching 150
feet in height. Along the left limit
the rim rock is exposed and résembles
that on Bullion. These high banks of
wash gravel may indicate an ancient
river bed such as frequently occurs in
the Cariboo country. If prospecting
shows that these gravel deposits are-au-
riferous then this ereek should offer
attractive features for hydraulic mining
especially as the two principal factors
vitally necessary to make hydraulic min-
ing successful are reported to be present,
viz: ample dumpage and water whieh
can be brought on to the ground by
gravity with sufficient pressure to en-
sure the employment of heavy giants,
'and 'thus secure a maximum capaeity,
which means that gravel containing 10
cents each cubic yard or less can be
sluiced at a good profit, provided 2.500
or 3,000 miner’s inches of water can be
used daily, and the gravel is not cement-
ed togéther sufficiently hard to render
breaking down with water under pres-
‘sure im2ossibla
" Om Vulean creek tnere is an abund-
ance of timber for sluice boxes and
other purposes, and according to the
judgment of Messrs. Baxter and Dixon
this creek apparently presents many
features which strongly recommend it
as a “good poor man’s” proposition.

S, W——

A Northern Tragedy.—Mai! advices
from Skagway state that evidences of
what is believed to have been a mur-
der have been found in the abandoned
Pacific hotel at White Pass City, one
of the populous camps on the trail ever
¢the White Pass, but a deserted village
since the railway was built. Wm.
Leslie and M. McLaren tell of the dis-
covery there of a mattress soaked in
blood, to blood bespattered walls and
an ugly looking brushhook with broken
handle, and bearing the telltale signs
of blood. The wall near a bunk where
the blood-stained mattress was taken
was spattered with blood and there
were bloodstaine on the floor, with indi-
cations that attempts had been made
to wash them out. Investigation is
heing made by the Sk ay marshal.
There has been no one living at White
Pass ICity for some time, but those
who hold to the theory that a murder
has been committed called attemtion te
the fact that there have been many
men to mush out from Dawsen thig
fall, and that a traveler might have

made away with his comp= cor his
money.

Dol “lhm-r R 9, W v i
A Curistmas ball will be given at Fort|

Steamer Tees Returns “Fro :
Quick Trip to Northern
B.C.Ports. =

R g
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_-(From Thursday’s Daily.)

reached port yesterday drternoon
a fast trip from Naas and way pﬁﬁ'
Capt. Hughes having brought fis ves
el on her round of the northern coast
quickly to allow of her crew havin
istmas at home. The steamer hag
an umeventful trip, encounterin good
:veather throughout. She brought tour-,
Ceei; Assengers from  northern British
ho um ports, including Mr. Cubning-
n;am. of Port Essington; Mr. Richdale
Panaggr of the Hudson’s Bay store m':’
ero;-t Sugpson, and family. ‘The steam-
ot "oy X e Fm e
ed at Vancouver. i

Mr, MecLeod, one of those who had

er Amur, said that the steame
going very slowly into Port | Simpeon,

 practically creeping in the dark ai -
MecCoskrie - was whistling -

and C:'pt.
évery few minutes seeking to have
-Wlhple ashore show a light at the whntll'lt?
. en a light appeared it seems it was
shown from the Indian reserve, on a
pboint at the extreme end of a h(;rsesuve
curve from the wharf, and Mr. MecLeod
says he believes his caused .‘J;e clicers
of the Amur to believe they werr:‘c\n‘x:
of their course and to shift the steamer’
over toward the reef where she struck
%1eav11y, the ¢rash bringing some men
bl;)dm th-gl‘r berths and awakening every-
y. The steamer remained on the
reef for several hours and floated at high
\\'ater, when she was towed to the
wharf by the steam launeh Rita. She
is damaged, several plates being broken
The propeller and tail shaft, which
caught on the guard. was picked up
by the crew of the disabled steamer,
Thg Amur was on the beach when
the Tees was at Port Simpson, en route
south, but the extent of her injuries was
not known. The steamer Danube, which

Mr. MeGowan, superintendent engi

on board, and a new tail shzxf’te gm:fﬁi
screw for the Amur, was met in John-
ston Straits bound north. When she
arrives and the mew propeller is fitted
to the Amur, that vessel will be able
to come south under her own steam.

The‘ Po;'t Sxmpson correspondent of
the IColonist, writing from that port
under date of December 2lst by the
stegﬁler Tees, says : :

b e postmaster and manager of th
Hudson’s Bay store here, N%r. ?T. the.
Richdale, left on the Tees on her last
Frxp down for Vietoria. It is under-
stood here that Mr. Richdale has re-
signed his position with the Hudson’s
?élythgomPany.f Hehwill be succeeded
¢ Piace for the en
Sh‘z:Il-‘;(;eI{1 otDVigtoria. sl

AL Dundonald, of the Canadi
militia, who visited this port aa fgg
weeks ago, remembered the Indian girls’
home here with a neat little present,
it being a check for $5,000. His lord-
ship is also going to provide the Indian
comet‘band_ here with bagpipes, much
tO“tThltlelr salHiSfascctlilom P

e public ool for the white chil-
d‘re_n here closed for the holidays last
Friday, and a splendid programme was
carried out. The school house was beau-
tifully decorated with evergreens and
flowers, and was visited by mamy peo-
ple. The exercises consisted of singing
and recitations. The examination that
followed developed the fact that the
work performed in this school is emin-
ently successful and satisfactory, and
the scholars well advanced in all grades.
Mrs. Harding, the teacher, can feel
doubly proud of the work she is per-
forming in the public school in Port
Simpson.”

S e e )

Traveled Many Miles.—The Colonist
office yesterday evening was visited by
a gentleman, who has done considerable
traveling in his time—Mr. A. K. Prince.
This gentleman has visited 873 towns
and cities, including three provinces in
Canada, Ontario, Manitoba and British
Columbia. He has traveled on 110 rail-
roads a distance of 155,000 miles. He
plays the mandolin to gain his way
about and has a great volume of press
clippings showing the success he has
met with, Mr. Prince is accompanied
by ‘Guy Daniels, and during their stay
here they will entertain the guests of
the Driard and some of the many lodges
of which Mr. Prince is a member.

PSR SR LA

Dismissed the Service.—Not many
days before he himself stood in the po-
sition of one accused of having stranded
his vessel, Capt. C. J. Baker was pros-
ecutor at a court-martial at Esquimalt.
The correspondent of the Naval and
Military Record says, under date of
November 20th: “A court-martial as-
sembled on board the Grafton today
under the presidency of Flag-Capt. Co-
lin R. Keppel, C. B, D. 8. 0., and com-
posed also of Commanders John E. Par-
ry, William 8. Bowman, H. G. 'G. San-
deman and Lieut. E. €. Carver, with
Mr. R. Clutton Baker, secretary to the
commander-in-chief, acting as officiating
judge advocate. The prosecutor was
Capt. Casper J. Baker, of the Flora,
and the prisoners were W. Foley, able
seaman, and J. Maxwell, qualified sig-
mnalman of that ship, who were charged
with breaking out of the ship while in
dry dock, attempting to desert, and re-
fusing to obey orders when told to re-
sume their uniforms, after being ar-
rested. Both prisoners pleaded guilty.
and after the defaulters’ record, in
which they both figured, had been read,
the court sentenced them to nine
months’ imprisonment each and to be
dismissed from His Majesty’s service.

NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT,

Pursuant to the ‘Creditors’ Trust Deeds
+ Act, 1901.”-

Notice is hereby given that John Bray
and 'William Rerrett Bassett, both of the
City of Victoria, British Columbia, here-
tofore carrying on business at the said
city of Victoria in partnership under the
firm name of ‘“British Columbia Jobbing
and Confeetionery Co.”,-have, by deed bear-
ing date the 16th day of December, A. i b A
1903, assigned all their personal property,
real estate, credits and effects which may
be seized and sold under execution, unto
William Henry Price of the sald City of
Vietoria, manufacturer, for the purpose of
paying and satisfying, ratably and propor-
tionally, without preference or priority,
al' the ecreditors of the said John Bray and
Wiliiam Rerrett Bassett, or the said British
Columbia Jobbing. and Confectionery Co.,
their just debt. i

All persons having claims agalnst the
said firm British Columbia. Jobbing and
Confectionery Co., or against John Bray
and William Rerrett Bassett, or either of
them, are required to forward to the said
William Hepry Price, vouchers and particu-
lars of same, together with particulars of
security which may be held by them there-
for, duly certified, on or before the 22nd
day of Januwary, A. D. 1904, and notice is
hereby given that after the 22nd day of
January, A. D. 1904, the trustee, the said
William Henry Price, will proceed to dis-
tribute the assets of the estate among the
persons entitled thereto, having = regard
only to the claims of which he shall then
have had notice, and that the sald Wik
liam Henry Price will not be responsible
to any creditor of whose debt or claim be
shall not thien have had motice, for the as-
sets or any part thereof, so distributed.

WILLIAM HENRY PRICE.
41 Tangley, St.; Victoria, B. C.,
; ; . Assignee.
~mber, A. D,

Dated the 21st -

Passengers. of _the . Steamer

Amur Tell of the Accident to
the Vessel, A "

»

i
&

been a passenger on the disabled steam-+

has Captain Troup, superintendent, and .

.

The steamer Tees, " Capt, Hlilxhe_s,‘ \f
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