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CHINA AND JAPAN.

Report of a Declaration of War De-
elared to be Prema-
ture.

Relations of the Two Countries With
Korea—A Naval Conflict
if Any.

e e

SH:ANGHAI, July 23.—The report that
China has declared war on the Japanese is
premature, but hostilities are inevitable.
Twelve thousand troops were sent from Ta-
ku on Friday, with a fleet of gunboats. It
is supposed their destination is Seoul, with
orders to fight the Japanese if the latter op-
pose Chinese occupation at any points in
Corea. If war is declared China .will make
a levy of twenty thousand men from every
province and send a fl et to attack Japanese
ports. China has notitied foreign consuls

that she is preparing to blockade Woosung
bar.

Loxpox, July 23 —A dispatoh received
here states that Japanese gunboats are
bombarding Corean ports.

WasaiNgTON C1TY, July 23.—Mr. Tata-
no, the Japanese minister, says that he does
not credit theShanghai report of a declara-

ween Chins pan_Nong

RGN L. b DA o &PE

his adv Fag indicated the ability
of a conflict, snd the Iatesv cablegrams re-
ceived from his government date back a
week. Had the report of a declaration of
war emanated from Yokohama or Pekin, at
or near the seat of the respective govern-
ments, it might have some foandation, but
tae fact that thereport comes from Shanghia,
a long distance from either of. the above
named places, and where there are many
foreigners and speculators, he said, was al-
most convincing to him that the rumor was
incorrect.

The war rumor found no cfficial con-
firmation at the State Department, which
naturally would be quickly advised of an
event of this importance by Mr. Dunn, at
Tokyo. Still, the belief is general in gov-
ernment oircles that the situation is very
critical, and it wonld not surprise them if
it appeared that the report is only prema-
ture. Consequently there is already some
speculation as to the outcome of a conflict
between these two populous nations,

Probably the war wounld begin at sea,
and it is thought in naval circles that at
the start the Japanese would have the ad-
vantage ; in fact, their vessels are in con-
dition for immediate service. But it seems
the two nations are nearly even in their
naval strength. The Chinese navy con-
sists of thirty vessels, but many of these
sre old and obsolete in There are
five efficient armored ships, built within the
last twelve years, foar being battleships—
the Chen-Yuen, King Yuen, Lai-Yuen and
Tong Yaen—and one, the Ping Yuen, a
coast defence ship. There is also an armed
wooden gunboat, the Tien Sing. These
vessels are armed with Krupp guns, the Chen-
Yuen, of 7,430 tons, carrying twelve-inch
rifles. There are nineteen cruisers carrying
Armstrong and Krupp guns, two torpedo
cruisers and several ‘small gunships. The
Japanese navy consists of thirty-two vessels
of all kinds, including five armored ships,
the Fu Soo, Hi Yee, Kon Go, Rio Jo and
Tschi Yoda. - These ravge from 1,500
to 3,700 - tons, :and are armed with

Kru une, . .which_ are 1 than

are foupteen-oruisers of good size and well
armed with Krupp and Canev guns; seven
gun vessels of small tonnage, three coast de-
fence shipa'with 12-inch French. rifl :s; half
a dozen corvettes and a few training ships.
Bab this balance of resources does not ex-
tend to the army, in which China has an
enormous advantage in numbers. In time
of peace China’s army numbers 300,000, to
Japan’s 73,000, but on a war foeting the
Chinese strength is 1,000,000 men, while the
Japanese forces under like conditions -are
700,000, with 20,000 police. In view of
these figures military experts here believe
that while Japan might ob'ain a temporary
advantage in the early stages of a war with
China, she would be very likely to be ulti-
mately overwhelmed by such force of num-
bers.

The announcement that Korea had con-
sented to the reforms proposed by Japan
cansed officials of the Japanese legation here
to express the hope that this would end the
strained relations between Japan and China.
This depends, however, it was said on
whether China gave her consent in the mat-
ter and allewed the proposed reforms to be
instituted. Coina, it is said at the Japanese
legation, has three times refused her assent
to co-operation with Japan in the institu-
tion of the reforms desired in Korea. Now
that Korea has agreed to the reforms, it is
suggested that Japan, assisted by Kores,
cap go ahead and remedy the existing con-
dition of «ffairs. No specific statement of
the retacmn desired has been received yet at
the J. pauces legation here, but the general
tenor is known, ard they include changes in
the system of taxation and the removal of
restrictions that now exist in trade. At
this (time, it is eaid at the legation, che
agricultural and mechanical interests of
Korea are absolutely subjeot to the whim of
the local officials, who have it in their power
to make arbitrary regulations that cause
trouble, and, frequently, populsr uprisings.
The fiscal methods of the coun'ry are said
to be radical reforms. Japan does the
banking business of the conntry, and the
government is frequently called upon topress
the Koreans for money due the Japanese,
and which it isasserted shonld be easily
eollected by the courts. Japan also wants
the Korean judiciary system reformed, as
under that now in vogue cruel and unusual
punishment is inflicted and inquisitorial
methods prevail to the injury of Japanese
business men. The Japanese furthermore
want assurances of greater liberty and
safer travel throughout Korea. Japanese
pewspapers received at the {legation here
recently show that with few exceptions
the consensus of editorial opinion is favor-
able to the attitude assumed by the govern-'
ment in the pending controversy. At the
Korean legation the minister was shown a
copy of the dispatches. The minister does
not speak English, but through his secretary
he said that he did not bolieve Korea had
done as was stated. Japan had not the right
to interfere with the internal affairs of
Korea. No recent telegraphic information
‘has ‘been received at the legation from
Korea. = - .

A diplomat who was familiar with the
troubles existing between Japan and China
to-day called attention.to the fact that in
the note which the latter -country sent to
Japan, notifying her that she (China) had
serit troops to Korea, China said, in effect,
that it had *‘ sent assistance to their triba-

state.” This, the diplomat referred to

, was contrary to the declaration made
by Chinsfand Japan in the Tien-Tsin con-
vention of 1885, when both céuntries de-
clared it to be thsir mutual desire to proteot
and maintain the autonomy of Korea,

Yoxonama, June 30 —(Per steamer City
of Rio Janeiro to San Francisco). On June
23 the Korean minister to Japan called on

| day followitg the. dep

-fannounced that he was about to take his

leave to repors to his government the feeling
and policy of the Japanese toward Koroa.
At about the same time, as a result of a cab-
inet counoilJ attended by the Emrorho;
Japan, the government dispatche
K.pto Masao, :S:I:f councillor of the fore:gn
office, to Korea as:special metsenger of the
government. He carried full instructions
to the Japanese minister to Korea.

The native press reports that the attempb
to induce Otori, Japanese minister at'Korea,
to withdraw the Japanese. troops, having
been unsucoessful, Viceroy Li telegraphed
direotly to Count Ito, asking him to with-
draw the troops, and that it was this extra-
ordinary request that caused the meetings
of the Japanese council in, the presence of
the emperor on June 22 and 23. It is claim-
ed the Japanese government decided to
positively refuse the request.

The native papers also announce that the
Raussian minister wrote to the Korean min-
ister of foreign affairs on June 5, declaring
that the Korean rebellion is not at all to be
feared ; that the rebels are simply ignorant
Koreans, and that if they should enter Seounl
and threaten the destruction of thestate the
friendly powers would not look on with fold-
ed arms. This letter gives rise again to re-
ports that Russia and France are ready to
interfere in the event of more serious
trouble,

Kato,” chief ocouncillor of the Japan
foreign office, who was sent to Korea with
important .instructions to the Japanese
minister, was due to arrive at Seoul the
ture of the steamer

lieved that his negotiations would termin-
ate the dispute, either in peace or actual
hostilities. The conditions laid’ down by
thé Japanese government are said to be to
the following effect : That it is out of the
question that Japan and China should co-
operate, either with regard to the suppres-
sion of the rebellion or reform of political
affairs, railway management, etc., so as to
make Korea a purely independent country,
which is necessary for maintaining the
balance of power in the Orient; conse-
quently, if China would not agree to the
plans now in course of negotiation, Japan
would have to carry out these things her-
self, These negotiations are said to have
been first made with the Korean govern-
ment and later with the Chinese minister.
It is announced that the Japanese govern-
ment has demanded of the Korean govern-
ment that both the home administration
and diplomatic affaire should be extensively
reformed ; that communication and trans-
portation be promoted and facilitated ;
that, as the protection of Japanese residents
is most necessary in carrying out these re-
forms, Japanese troops would not be readily
withdrawn. Yet, if the Korean govern-
ment wishes the Japanese troops to be with-
drawn and the same time as the reforms are
commenced, China should first be requested
to withdraw her troops.

STRIKE STILL ON.

Grand Master Sovereign Declares It
to Be the Battle of Organ-
ized Labor.

Every Man Who Patronizes a Pull-
man Car to Be Boy.
cotted.

MILWAUKEE, July 23.—Grand Master

ardsy night'spbke-before 2,000 members
of the American Railway Unfon at Leider-
kranz hall, and declared that the strike is
still on and that it would be until labor had
won its battle, which is not alone a battle
against Mr. Pullman, but is the battle of
organized labor against organized corpora-
tions. He compared the present times with
those of the French revolution and derided
the injunctions. He advised every man to
boycott not only Pullman, but every man
who patronizes the Pullman car. Resolu-
tions were ‘})med denouncing President
Cleveland and Attorney General Olney for
their trampling on the constitutional rights
of the people, commending the American
Railway Union for the gallant fight it has
made for labor, and declaring that the St.
Paul shopmen of this city wonld not return
to work on Monday. Frank C. Shaltz,
president of American Railway Union 29,
who called the meeting, had Judge Seaman’s
injunction and order served on him on
that account.

Terre HavTr, Ind., July 21.—At the
headquarters of the Brotherhood of Locomo-
tive Firemen here it has been learned that
upwards of 500 members of the order have
notified Chief Sargeant that they have lost
their positions on account of the strike.

HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY,

Loxpox, July 16.—The annual meeting
of the Hudson’s Bay Company took place
to-day at 12 o’clock at the City Terminus
hotel. The accounts show £75.000 avail-
able for dividend. Out of this a dividend
of ten shillings per share was declared, ab-
gorbing £50,000, snd leaving $25.000 to be
oacried forward, From the report to the
shareholders it appears that there was a
heavy decline in the prices realized for the
furs sold in London in the early part of this
year. Notwithstanding the prevailing de-
pression, however, the saleshop business has
steadily improved and is giving satisfactory
results. The receipts from the land depart-
ment were lees than the previous year, the
principal decreass being in farm lands, ow-
ing to the general conditions applying, but
the sale of lots in Winnipeg was stated to
have made the result of the land depart-
ment better than it otherwise would have
been. The concluding part of the report
states that to the economies which have been
recently euforced in all branches of the
service the profits now shewn are in a large
meagure due. The report, under the depres-
sed conditions of trade generally, is looked
upon with favor in London financial circles.

In accordance with the provisions of the
company’s charters, the following members
of the board retire by rotation, and were
proposed for re-election: Bir Donald A.
Smith, K.C.M.G., governor ; and Mr. John
Coles.

RAILWAY ACCIDENT.

HALIFAX, July 23.—A very serious colli-
sion occurred on the Windsor & Annapolis
Railway this morning. The **Flying Blue
No. 6,” carrying aun exocursion party and
fifty passengers, among them being a num-
ber of American tourists, ran into
a special train. Both engines were demol-
shed and the coaches telescoped, but forta-
nately not one of the passengers was hurt
although badly scared, and shaken up. Four
train hands were injured, one of whom can-
not recover. The excursion train was run-
ning slow at the time, having just left a sta-
tion, but the ﬁdol was bowling along at

e

the Japanese minister of foreign sffairs and

& great rate, financial loss will be large.

i, the .Knighta .of Labor, on|

DOMINION PARLIAMENT.

¥ormal Prorogation By His Exeel-
lency the Governor-
General.

Speech From the Throne—C. P. RB.
Freight Charges Before the
*Privy Couneil.

(From our own Correspondent.)

OTTAWA, July 23.—The Senate having
finished up all ita business on Saturday
night, the houses were called to meet at 11
o’clock this morning, but there being no
quorum an adjournment was had until 3
o’clock this afternoon, when the fourth ses-
sion of the seventh parliament of the Do-
minion was formally prorogned by His Ex-
cellency the Governor-General. The usual
formal and imposing ceremonies took place,
Lord Aberdeen delivering the following
Speech from the Throne :

Honorable GQentlemen of the Senate :

Qentlemen of the House of Qommons :

In bringing to conclusion this laborious
session of parliament, I have to thank you
for the assiduity and zeal with which you
have attended to various matters which

vitation which my government extended to
the governments of other colonies to send
representatives to Canada to conter on mat-
ters affecting their mutual interest, was so
promptly accepted, snd that Her Majesty’s
government also enhanced the dignity and
usefulness of the conference by sending a
representative to assist at’ ita deliberations.
It is confidently hoped that the result of the
conference will be found beneficial to- the
colonies and to the empire generally. The
ratification of the treaty of commerce with
France will, I hope, to a large extent,
increase our exports and an extension
of friendly relations with that coun-
try. I trust that the arducus work
which has engaged yon in readjusting the
duties of customs will accomplish the desired
result in adapting the tariff to the present
conditions of the various classes of our peo-
ple. The statutes of the session will show
that the laws affecting many public interests
have been used and greatly improved by
your efforts, and I observe that you have
likewise made génerous provision for public
improvements which are designed to in-
crease the facilities for travel and transport-
ation throughout the country,

Gentlemen of the House of Commons s

I thank you for thel iberal provision
which you have made for the services of the
current year.

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate,
€entlemen of the House of Commons :

Ia retiring you from your present duties,
Ipray that your labors may be fruitful and
of benefit to the country and that on return-
ing to your homes you will find that a gen-
erous harvest is about toreward the toil of our
farmers and that the blessing of Providence
has been likewise bestowed abundantly on
all the other interests of the people whom
you represent,

Senator Boulton this morning received an
intimation from the Railway Committee of
the Privy Council that the 3lst July has
been fixed for hearing the argument ‘on the
petition of the North West, Patrons of In-
dustry priyibg that action be taken fo. ins
duoe:the €. P/R: to~reduce freight rates:
Mr. Boulton represents the Patrons. :

Sir Jobn Thompson said in the house in

reply ‘to Mr. Davin that he would not
romise to deliver binder twine from the
ingston penitentiary in the Northwest, free
of freight, at 7 cents per.pound.

The franchise bill as passed provides that
this year the revision shall commence Sep-
tember 1 and finish February 28.

Mr. Mara has been advised by the Cus-
toms that free. entry will be allowed the
Slocan Milling Co. for a concentrating plant
of one hundred tons capacity which that
company intend erecting between New
Denver and Three Forks.

The number of bills assented to by the
Governor-General was 136. The following
are of interest to British Columbia : Respect-
ing the Winnipeg & Hudson Bay Railway
Company, and to change the name to the
Winnipeg & Great Northern Railway; to
revive the Rocky Mountain Railway and
Coal Company.

CURIOUS CALCULATIONS.

A curious calculation of the capacity of
Heaven is to be found in an old work en-
titled *‘ Bombaugh’s Gleanings for the
Curions.” The base of the calculation is

ound in Revelation xxi, *‘ and he messured

the city of Jeruselem with a reed, 12,000
furlongs. The length, the breadth and the
height are equal ” “Let us see,” says
Bombaagh, +¢12.000 farlongs, 7.920,000
feet, which, cubed, is 948,088,000,000,000, -
000,000,000,000 cubic feet. Half of this
we will reserve for the throne of God and
the court of Heaven, half the remaining for
atreets, leaving a balance of 124,198,272,000,-
000,000,000. Divide this last by 4,096, the
cubical feet in & room ten feet tquare, and
you will find that_there is still rcom enough
left for 30,321,843,750,600,000 rooms.

‘¢ We will now suppose that the world al-
ways did, and always will, contain 990,000, -
000 inhabitants, and that a generation lasts
thirteen and one-third years, making in all
2,670,000,000 for each century—that the
world will stand 1000 centuries, making in
all 2,970,000,000,000 inhabitants. Suppos-
ing there are 100 worlds equal to this in
point of inbabitants and duration of years
meking 297 000,000,000,000 then Heaven,
according to the messurement above, is
large enough to allow 100 rooms each sixteen
feet square to every human soul.”

s

EVICTED TENANTS’ BILL.

Loxpox, July 23 —In the House of Com-
mons to-day Mr. Chamberlain resumed the
debate on the evicted tenants’ bill. He
denied that there was any necessity for ex-
ceptional logislation, There was no district
in Great Britain in which the annual num-
ber of evicted tenants did not exceed in
proportion the eviotions which the House is
called upon to deal with in Ireland. The
bill originated in the Irish clamor and was
foroed from the government, not by -social
but by political and parliamentary “exigen-
cies (cheers). It might re-establish a small
minority of tenants, while it would induce
the rest to demand further legislation. He
suggested that the measure be withdrawn
and that the tenants in Ireland be relieved
through the re-enactment and extepsion of
the 13th clause of the land act of 1891.

I was attacked severely last winter with
Diarrheea, Cramps, and czuo. and thought I
was going to die, Dr.
lrowlers ﬁxtrm of wWild s
moy.ﬂte. Mrs. 8. galloct.

ToroxTo, July 23. — Anthony Wilkine,
driver for the Congress Coal Co., was

drowned while bathing.

HAWAIIAN REPUBLIC.

A Step Towards Annexation—Formal
Installation of President
Dole.

Celebration of the Natienal Day—The
Royalists Have Not Aban-
doned Hope.

HoxoLuvru, July 13.—[Per steamer City
of Rio Janeiro to San Francisco ]—The pro-
visional government is no more, and the re-
public of Hawaii holds the reins of power.
Itis but a change of name, as the same
people are in power and the avowed purpose
of the government is the same—to obtain
annexation with the United States. The
new oconstitution, which was finished July
3, was promulgated on the Fourtt of July
from the front steps of the former palace. A
large crowd was present, and when Presi-
dent Dole appeared he was greeted with a
mighty cheer. Surrounded by his cabinet,

officers of the military and the members of
the constitutional convention, he read the
Froolamntlon of the new republic, as fol-
ows :

¢¢ I, Sanford B. Dole, Fruident of the pro-
| visional government of the ial-

have heen b t before | -
e e v e S P ey S

e
the executive advisory council of the pro-
visional government, and by the act dated
July 3, 1894, do proclaim the republic of
Hawaii as the sovereign authority over and
throughout the Hawaiian islands from this
time forth. And I do declare the oonsti-
tution framed and adopted by the consti-
tutional convention of 1894 to be the consti-
tution and supreme law of the republic of
Hawaii; and by virtue of this constitution,
Inow assume the office and authority of
president thereof. Long live the republic.”

J. W. Ralua, one of the leading native
annexationists, next read the prociamation
in Hawaiian. Both were greeted with
cheers, and the ceremony was over. There'
was no military display whatever. The
men of the United States steamer Phila-
delphia were not landed, the government
thinking it best not to -give its enemies the
chance to say, as they did before, that the
change was made while United States
troopa were present to intimidate the royal-
ists.

Not the slightest demonstration was at-

tempted by the supporters of the ex-Queen.
A few evenings before the Fourth the
royalists held a mass meeting at which
about 2,000 were present, and passed resolu-
tions protesting against the formation of
the republic, claiming that President
Cleveland had not yet answered the petition
sent by Lilinokalani asking to be restored to
the throne. Copies of this resolution were
senb to the representatives of foreign gov-
ernments, with the request that they wounld
not recognizs the republic. It had no effect
in that way, however, as all these represent-
atives have recognized it, with the excep-
tion of Minister Wodehouse, the English
minister resident, who simply stated that
he would inform his government of the
change.
On the eve of the Fourth the annexation-
ists held a big mass meeting for the purpose
of ratifying the new constitution. It was a
mos$ enthusiastic meeting.

The Fourth was celebrated in true Amer-
igan style, the double holiday making it

ulisrly a day.of jollification’ :
t‘:“. "Captain of Mikines Cosheinés of She-

( delivered the -oration. . He
showed himself an annexationist, opening
his speech by saying that he hoped soon to
be able to call those present  fellow citi-
zens.” Throughout the oration he lauded the
provisional government and its supporters.
Admiral Walker and his staff were present,
and the Admiral evidently indorsed the
speech of Capt. Cochrane. He was also at
the executive building abv the time of the
promulgation, though not officially.

The republic having been launched, Min-
ister Thurston will probably return to
Washington City soon. He was not present
on the Fourth, having gone to the volcano.

One of the royalist papers, the Halomua,
which has been a rabid supporter of the ex-
Queen, has changed its policy and is advis-
iog all royalists to take the oath of
allegiance to the republic, and acknowl-
edges that the cause of the Queen is dead.
A royalisb comwission, consisting of Sam
Parker, H. A. Weidemann and John A.
Cummings, leaves for Washington City on
the Rio Janeiro this afternoon. It is their
intention to try to obtain an interview with
the President, with the idea of forcing him
to give them an answer as to what he in.
tends to do in the Hawaiian matter, Their
expenses have been paid by prominent
royalists, and they carry a secretary with
them. Parker and Cumming are half
Hawaiians, but Weidemann is o (German.
The royalists have great hopes of the com-
mission’s success.

TWO KINDS OF TRADES UNION.
(From the Post-Intelligencer.)

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers,
the Brotherhood of Traimen and the Order

of Railway Conductors’ evidently have no
sympathy with the upstart organization of
the American Railway Union and ite pur-

. Chief Arthur has publicly declared
that he not only bad no sympathy with the
movement, but also regardag“iﬁ as unjusti-
fied and ruinous. Grand Master Wilkin-
ton, of the Brotherhood of Trainmen, de-
plores the state of affairs created by Debs
and declares that his order will have no part
in the strike.

The American Railway Union belongs to
the same order of trades union that is repre-
sented by Sovereign and the Knights of
Labor. These fellows are constantly using
the strike and the boyocott as the chief
weapons for the accomplishment of their
ends and they carry death in their clothes.
They compel their workingmen members to
go on strike and lose their wages, to con-
tribute from their slender savings to the
gupport of other strikers, or to pay more for
the necessaries of life through the increase
of prices resulting from labor disturbances.

By and by the workingman finds out that
these constant strikes are a losing game ;
that organizations managed by such men as
Debs and Sovereign are a curse to the canse
of labor, and when they find this out they
desert the organization'and it breaks up.
The only enduring labor unions are those
which actually benefit their members, like
the locomotive engineers, the trainmen and
the conduotors ; organizations that are man-
aged with a decent respeot for law and
order. These men are too intelligent to be-
lieve such ridiculous talk as a conspiracy be-
tween the government and the capitalists to
down the woikingman. Neither the gov-
ernment nor the workingwan had anything
to do with bringing on_this strike ; it costs
the government an .esormous sam of
money ; it paralyzes all enterprise on the
part of the capitalist.

Nothing that the government or capital
or both together could have done could pos-

of tha American R iilway Union, which is
led by dishonest lator leaders or by hare.
brained anarchists. The mass of intelligens
labar. cannot continue to follow such leaders,
who pracically array organized labor
sgainst law and order, agsinst the proteo-
tion of the rights of person and property,
against the authority of the government.
The maes of American labor means well and
it cannot afford to follow leaders who are
trying toplace them in the position before the
world of lawbreakers, rioters and traitors to
their government.

BRITAIN AS A COLONIZER.

(From the Montreal Star.)

A map of the world showing the British
dominions in a distinct oolor is an eye-
opener not only to foreigners, but to British
subjects - themselves. An examination. of
the census of the world, with special refer-
ence to Great Britain’s share of it, adds to
the marvel. No one has any ides of the
extent of, the British Empire who has not
studied the map and census tables. A
farther® elucidation of the extent and re-
sources of the Empire may be obtained by
tracing on a globe the great trade routes of
commercial shipping, and noting how on all
the continents, at all the continental head-
ands, in all oceans, seas and the great gulfs
Britain has her greatest harbors and fort.
resses, her coaling, stations, her ports of
call, her islands easily fortified. Her
sessions in many instances are so located
that they practically command the: seas for

g “shens. " Take'
Australia as an example—a ocontinent in it-
self. We may not hear much of some of
the porta of call lying in the seas south of
the Asiatic continent, and yet there are sin-
gle porta in those waters at which millions
of tons of British and Canadisn shipping
call in a year. The best part of Asia is
Britain’s. 8he controls Egypt and she
practically owns all of Africa south of the
Equator that is worth possessing; and
wken Egypt and South Africa are taken
out ot the dark continent there is nothing
left. Kvery island in the Pacific that is
worth having is British. The Dutch and
the Portuguese who started out in the race
for colonial extension practically disappeared
long ago. The Spaniards’ doom came early.
The Germans and French, seeing the success
of England’s efforts at colonization, have
within the last twenty years set out to over-
take her, but they find little or nothing left
for them to seize. They came into the field
one hundred years too late. All this vast
Imperial domain has come to the Empire,
primarily in the interest of commerce s and
it is in the interest of commerce mainly that
these possessions have been developed and
in most cases Christianized. Christianity
has brought with it just government, so that
& people once brought under a British flag
:iever desires to return to its former condi-

on,

SATISFACTORY DECISION.

The Nanaimo Coal Miners Conclude
to Continue at the Pre-
sent Scale.

Superintendent Robins Hopes for Bet-
ter Times by the End of
the Year.

: NANAmo, July 23.—(Special)—At a
'Miass meeting of the miners and Miue labor-

"day to consider the action to be taken with
regard to the demand made last month for a
return to the old district rate of wages, it
was decided by a big majority to continue
work again at the present scale until the
end of the year.

A long communication was read from

Superintendent Robins in which he pointed
out that owing to the continued depression
in the coal trade it was utterly impossible
to grant any concessions at present, and to
do =0 would ba a suicidal act and mean the
ruin of the company. He requested the
wmen to continue working under existing
conditions until the end of the year when
he hoped to be able to report some improve-
ment in the coal industry.

The discussion which “ensued lasted sev-
eral hours, but it was quite evident from
the tone of several speakers that the men
fully realized the fairness of the stand taken
by the superintendent. This was plainly
evidenced, when a secret ballot was taken,
by a vote of 128 against to 315 in favor of
granting Mr. Robins’ request.

Considering the present condition of the
San Francisco coal market, the course taken
by the miners is the only one at all reason-
able. There had been some uneasiness on
the part of business men here as to what ac-
tion the men would take. In view of the
prevalence of strikes on the part of organ-
ized labor all over the United States, the
close down would have meant rmin to a
great majority of the business houses in this
city. That the men should have quietly ac-
ceed to the request of the superintendent
was but in accordance with the intelligent
view of §the; situation expected from the
great majority of the employes of the com-
pany.

DOWE'S CUIRASS.

New YoRk, July 21.—The man who made
the bullet-proof coat will soon be seen in the
United States, Herr Dowe, the man of the

hour in military circles, expects to start in
about a month. He will show that his bul-
let-proof cloth is really bullet proof by
standing up and letting - anybody shoot who
wants to take aim at his hears. The
*“cloth ” is about two inches thick, and can-
not be cut up into garments. His cuirass,
however, is a success up to date. The last
one made weighed twelve pounds. He is
now making one which will weigh only nine
pounds, and that is the one he will "wear.
For three months, at a New York dime
museum, he will let people shoot at him
every night, after which he will visit other
la cities. Dowe, a Mannheim tailor,
claims to have produced a cuirass” to meet
the requirements which are laid down as
essential to the success of any bullet-resist-
ing garment. d

For some time the production of a mater-
ial which should be proof against bullets of
‘the modern rifle, and at the same time be
light and portable, has engaged the atten-
tion of inventors in various countries, thus
far with indifferent success. . Herr Dowe’s
invention has attracted favorable notice in
Germany, and the British military author-
ities will shortly have an tunity of
officially putting it to proof. m'hﬂe, a8
an exhibition on the stage of a theatre it is
more than interesting, and the publio are
not likely to be slow in seeing for themselves
& novel and sensational performance. Just
now Herr Dowe is appearing at the Alham-
bra in London, and: letting péople there
shoot'at him. Captain Leon Martin, form-
erly of the English army, and Captain Frank
Western, an American, do the shooting, as

sibly have demaged the cause of organized

labor as it has been damaged by the action

a regular thing. Both of. these gentlemen
are expert rifle shota,
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IS IT WAR?

Korean Troops Attaek a Japanese
Garrison at the Instigation
of the Chinese.

The Relations Between China and
Japan Growing Inereas-
ingly Serious.

SHANGHAIL, July 24.—A Nagasaki dis.
Patch states that the Koreantroops were de-
feated in the recent engagement with
Japanese soldiers. It is said the Korean
troops attacked a Japanese garrison at the
instigation of Chinese residents, A battle
between Korean and Japanese soldiers was
fought near Seoul.

It is stated that Japan has agreed to
treab Shanghai as outside the sphere of
operations in case of war with Chima. It is
reported that a Chinese transport has been

sunk by a Japanese gunboat. Orders were
recently issned for 12,000 Chinese troops to
prepare for departure to Korea. The pre-
parations were hurriedly. completed, and on
Friday last the soldiers went on board the

’

pos- | transporta which will convey them to the

peninsula. To guard against contingencies,

the trans Were convo, b ht -
e Tt it g

instructed to fire upon the Japanese if the
latter attempt to obstruct the landing of the
Chinese.

Warlike preparations are also being made
in other directions. A strong body of
troops will shortly leave for the Li Chee
islands. It is the government’s intention to
employ the Canton and Nankin fleets in
harassing the Japanese coast if actual hos.
tilities are commenced. Orders have been
sent to every Chinese province, calling up-
on each of them to furnish 20,000 troops to
support the government.

NDON, July 24.—The Central News
says it has been learned from a high source
in London that the relations between China
and Japan have grown much more serious
within the last 48 hours. Japan insists em-

hatically upon certain reforms of Korea’s
axtnrnal administration, while China resists
Japan’s demands with the usnal determina-
tion. Under no circumstances will China
allow Japan’s claim of the right to6 interfere.

When a reporter of the Associated Press
visited the Japanese legation here the whole
staff made no attempt to dizguise their de-
lighs at the thought of war with China. At
the Chinese legation it was stated that no
news of the declaration of war had been re-
ceived. It was added if the rumor was trae
the first report of the matter would come
from Japan, and not from China. The latest
information received at the Chinese legation
was thav 10,000 Chinese troops would start
for Korea; that Japan had rejected
the proj made by the ritish
minister, although the latter had counseled
peaceful settlement of the dispute, and that
the Chinese government had thereupon de-
clared that unless the Japaness troops were
withdrawn from Seoul and Chémulpo China
would break off the negotiations. The of-
ficials, further questioned, discredited the
rumor that war had been declared. In-
quiries were also made at the foreign office,
but it was stated that no news had been re-
ceived there,

A telegram from Yokohama received to-
nigt:t states that the acce; tu:woe by i.Komn
of the conditions sd- apan is con-
ese troops from-Kores, : The Japanes
which is supposed to prove that the
influence is t in° Korea.  In the
direct negotiations between Tokyo and Pe-
king China has so far ignored the Japanese
counter- tions.

A dispatch to the Times from Shanghai
nglm between China and Japan is con-
sidered certain.

Niw Yorx, July 24.—The Sun’s Wash-
ington special says : After repeated denials
by the state department officials, Secretary
Gresham has finally admitted the truth of
the article reoentlipublkh_ed, accusing him
of having sent atelegramtothe United States
Minister at Tokio saying that the Unit-
‘ed States would view with regret a continu-
ation of the unjust war levied by Japan up-
on Rorea. The secretary’s. admission was
made by way of an apol to the Japanese
minister, Mr. Tateno, og his explanation
and apology, Mr. Gresham admits the ac-
ruracy of the quotation from the official cor-
cespondence in which he tenders the good
offices of the United States for a settlement
of the dispute, but complains that an unfair
and unwarranted construction had been
placed upon the language-used by him in his
dispatch to the American minister at Japan.
Minister Tateno, who is extremely desirous
of preserving the friendly relations between
Japan and the United States, has accepted
the secretary’s apology. .

Prrrseure, July 24.—The thousand or
more missionaries in China will have to
leave when war with Japan begins,” said
Rev. W. H. Chalfant, “as all foreigners
will be treated alike.” ‘

Mr. Chalfant has lately returned from an
eighteen years’ stay in Shang Tung pro-
vince, North China, where he was in charge
of a Presbyterian mission. He is thorough-
ly informed upon the condition of affairs in
that part of the globe and says war is in-
evitable. It will -involve Russia, Great
Britain, France and Germauy, he thinks.

 Russia has long desired to gobble the
Korean kingdom,” .he explains, *‘ to have
Bea porte on the east open the year round,
those she has now being closed by ice dur-
ing the winter, and while. China is fighting
Japan Russia will jump in after Korea. This
will draw Great tain into the fray.
France will then be obliged to join forces
with Russia to protect 'her : possessions in
Tonquin, and Japan will not have to fight
;lon,e, a8 Germany stands ready to help

er.”

Mr. Chalfant mentioned as an 0dd circum-
stance that he had often seen Chinese sol-
diers carrying muskets which had been used
in America during the rebellion,

WINNIPEG WIRINGS.

WinNiree, July. 23.—(Special)—Thomas
Gentes, a farmer of 8t. Vital, committed
suicide in a bathtub at St, Boniface hospital.
He became demented from the effects of a
sunstroke, and escaping from hisfroom in the

hospital tied himself down in a bathtub and
turned the tap.

Anu order has been made appointing an in-
terim receiver for the Manitoba & North-
western railway.

The Winnipeg exhibition opened to-day,
although all the exhibits will not be in
place till to-morrow. The city is filling up
with visitors, and the show will be a success
with good weather,
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