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CIVIC AFFAIRS.

We are glad to see that business men in
the city are showing that they take an in-
terest in civic affairs. The government of
cities is a subject which is now engaging
the attention of some of the ablest men both
of Europe and America. The Right Hon.
Joseph Chamberlain, than whom there is
not a clearer-headed or more liberal minded
statesman on either side of the Atlantic, a
short time ago, writing on the importance
of city gevernment, said :

Local institutions minister more directly
to the happiness and well-being of the whole
people than even the National Government
itself. They are of necessity in closer and
more intimate connection with the popula-
tion ; they have to do with their every-
day existence, with their family life, with
their health and personal security, and with
all the thousand details that determine
whether existence shall be delightful or in-
tolerable. No doubt the rulers of a nation
fill a greater part in the public imagination
than the leaders of a parish. They cover a
larger space, they make more noise,
and they excite more interest; but,
after all, the things which men ecare
for most—their comfort, their health,
their lives—depend much more on the action
of the despised vestrymen and councillors
than on anything that is said or done by the
great potentates of earth.

These are words of practical wisdom
which every citizen of every city, small or
great, should consider well and lay to heart.
The affairs of this city are not trifling to its
inhabitants, and they are not beneath the
regard of the most gifted or the most im-
portant of its citizens. The health and
comfort, not only of the business men of the
city but of men of every class and of their
wives and children, depend, in a very great
measure, on the way in which the city is
governed. .

If a prudent and conscientious man con-
siders it his duty to see that his house with
all that pertains to it is comfortable, that
none of its inmates shall suffer in any way
from his neglect or his penuriousness; is it
not equally his duty to do all that one man
can to have the affairs of the city well man-
aged, for if they are neglected or unintelli-
geutly conducted many of his domestic
arrangements to keep his family healthy
and comfortable will be of noavail. It would
be well worth every householder’s while to
take a few minutes to consider how much the
health, the comfort and, indeed, the hap-
piness of himself and those who are depend-
ent upon'him, depend upon the kind of men
it is his privilege and his duty to select to
govern the city. A few minutes spent in
considering how, and in what respects, good
city government can increase his enjoyment
of life and how far it is in the power of a
bad city government to make him and his
uncomfortable and even miserable, will
greatly help to show the civic elector who
possesses sound common sense how impor-
tant it is that the men chosen to occupy
seats in the City Council next year should
be publiz-spirited, intelligent, conscientious
and possessed of a fair share of business
ability.

The gentlemen who have already made a
move in the matter of preparing for the
civic elections are entitled to the thanks
and the active co-operation of their fellow-
citizens. There will be some obstructives
no doubt ready to sneer at them and to

raise the cry of hole-and-corner meetings.
But any man who is not a born idiot must

see that movements of this kind
must be commenced by a comparative
few. They always are everywhere,
aad the public-spirited citizens who take
he initiative deserve praise and ought to be
“well backed up and helped, and not found
Aault with. They are doing a good and a
mecessary work, and we hope and believe
@hat their disinterested exertions will result
in very materially assisting the electors to
have next year a good City Council. There
is plenty of material in Victoria to make as
good a Council as there is on the continent.
Properly qualified men should not hesitate,
gven at some little sacrifice to themselves,
to give the city the benefit of their services
for one year at least,

A SALMON COMBINE.

The salmon canners of the Columbia
river have formed themselves into a com-
bine for mutual protection. If the fish in
that river are not getting searcer than they
used to be, they have become very much
dearer. Last year they were from fifty to
seventy-five cents each, and this year they
have cost the canners a dollar. The high
price of the raw material must have cat
down the cannere’ profits to a vanishing
point. So in order to be in a position to
‘help each other, and to make the most of
their advantages, they have entered into a
combination. There has been a concentra-
tion of canneries on the Columbia of late
years. Some time ago there were forty
canneries on that river. Now they are re-
duced to sixteen, and when the combine
gets to work the number will, very likely,
be still less.

Nothing, we see, is said of their aban-
doning the wasteful modes of killing .the
fish that have been practised on the Colum-
bia. So reckless were the fishermen on
that river, that the wonder is not that the
fish are fewer, but that there are
any at all ‘left. It is, we fancy,
to the improvident ways of fishing
that the salmon fishery of the Columbia
owes its decline and not to the competition
of Alaska and the Fraser river. There is
talk of restocking the river by artificial
means, The Clackamas hatchery, it is said,
puts into the river every year six millions
of young fry. But it is calculated it will
take forty or fifty millions a year to restore
the stream to ifs former condition. In order
to do this work new hatcheries must be es-
tablished at considerable cost. Who is to
pay for building the hatcheries and main-

taining them after they are built? The
Oregonian seems to think that the fair way
would be to put a tax on the salmon caught
in the river. It seems that the eanners ad-
mit the justice of their being required to
bear this burden. We are somewhat sur-
prised to find that thisis the case. 2

No question appears to be raised by the
canners ag to the efficiency of the hatcheries.
In the Dominion it is doubted whether the
artificial propagation of salmon is a success,
In the Eastern Provinces there are men who
confidently maintain that they do not do
any good. We should like to see what the
experience of the fishers. of the salmon on
the Columbia has been with respect to the
usefulness of hatcheries.

g
A GREAT CHANGE.

There are many indications that public
opinion with respect to free trade is under-
going a very material change in Great Bri-
tain. Not long ago, almost every intelli-
gent man in the three kingdoms, whether
he was Liberal or Tory, was a free trader.
A man who questioned the soundness of the
free trade doctrine was regarded as a weak-
minded person, who had fallen far in the
rear in the march of intellect. Free trade
in England was economic orthodoxy and
protection in any shape was economic her-
esy of the most pitiable kind. In those
days it required no small amount of moral
courage for an Englishman in the company
of Englishmen to avow himself a protection-
ist. He was abused, and werse than that,
laughed at. But this is all changed now.
We find Englishmen in Parliament, on the
platform and in private advocating pro-
tection and denouncing %¥ree trade. At
the meeting of the National Agricul-
tural Congress, held a few days
ago, the members spoke freely on
the trade question. The rankest heresy
from the free trader’s point of view was
uttered by both Conservatives and Liberals,
and more than that, a resolution favoring
protection was carried by a large majority.
The Radical member who, at this meeting
of Englishmen interested in agri-
culture denounced protection was, we read,
hooted down. These proceedings must
have astonished the politicians who believed
that free trade is so firmly established in
England that it would e utter folly to
attempt to undermine the faith of English-
men in its efficacy.

It is also surprising to see the Agricul-
tural Congress deciding in favor of bi-
metallism. The British are supposed to be
sueh firm believers in goid as money that

-they would not listen to any propositien to

give silver a more important place than it
now occupies in the currency of the king-
dom. Here again we see indications of an

important change.
S —

THE RESULT IN CALIFORNIA.

The vote for President in California was
very close indeed. The Secretary of State
has received full returns from the entire
State with the exception of one precinct in
Inyo county, and the figures stand, Cleve-
land 117,908, and Harrison 117,756. Weaver,
the Populist candidate, received 25,226 votes
and Bidwell, Prohibitionist, 7,989. This
last was so small a vote that the Prohibi-
tionist candidate’s name will not be allowed
to be placed on the ballots hereafter.

The ballots in the precinct of Inyo county,
from which there is no return, were stolen—
by whom, no one seems to know. In conse-
quence of the theft a new election will, on
the 12th inst., be held in that precincs.

As the voters were unused to the Austra-
lian ballot they made mistakes in marking.
One result of the mistakes in California was
to give one Republican elector a greater
number of votes than one of the nine
Democratic electors. It is evident that the
voter who desired to vote for Cleveland in-
tended tovote forall the Democratic electors.
There would be no sense in his voting in
any other way. As he did not want to see
Harrison elected he would not vote for a
Harrison elector. But enough Democratic
electors made the mistake of putting a cross
against the name of Thomas R. Bard, a
Harrison elector, to give him a majority
over J. F. Thompson, who received the
lowest vote on the Democratic ticket.
These blunders give Harrison one of Cali-
fornia’s electoral votes—that is, if it turns
out that Mr, Cleveland has a majority in
the State, which it appears he has. A
similar mistake seems to have been made in
ORio—at least so it was reported when the
returns were first sent in. Under the old
system, under which each party printed and
distributed its own ballots, such a mistake
could not have been made.

WELL EXPRESSED.

If President-elect Cleveland has not
changed his mind during the last four years
the efforts of the anti-British legislatorsand
politicians in the United States who are try-
ing to introduce a policy of worry and nag-
ging with respect to Canada will be of little
aveil.  In one of his messages to the Senate
President Cleveland expressed himself in
the following sénsible way : ¢ Qur social
and commercial intercourse with ‘those po-
pulations who have been placed upon our
borders and made forever our neighbors is
made apparent by a list of United States
common carriers, marine and inland, con-
necting their lines with Canada. This inter-
course is still but partially developed, and if
the amicable enterprise and wholesome riv-
alry between the two populations be not
obstructed the Province of the future is full
of the fruits of unbounded prosperity on
both sides of the border.”

¢ Amicable enterprise and wholesome riv-
alry” is a happy phrase, and expresses in
the best and liveliest way the relation that
should exist in everything that relates to
progress and improvement between the citi-
zens of the United States and the people of
Canada. ’

Try Victoria Lager.

4 DEPLORABLE DISAGREEMENT..

The disagreement between the Rev. Dr.
Parkhurst and the Superintendent of the
New York police has become very bitter.
This is greatly to be regretted, for in that
and every other city the clergy and the
civic authorities having the same end in
view, the suppression of vice, should work
cordially together. In New York it would
seem that instead of helping each other in
this good werk, they are in direct antagon-
ism. The police decry and ridicule the
efforts of the clergy and their associates,
and the clergy have no faith in the earnest-
ness or the fidelity of the police.

We see that Dr. Parkhurst is accused of
encouraging one set of citizens to act as
spies on another set of citizens. Dr. Park-
hurst, we find, denies this, and we are
greatly inclined to believe that he is
innocent of any attempt to demoralize
young men by getting them to do the work
of spies. The spy, even when he takes up
the work as a profession and ina good
cause, is despised, and the victims of
espionage, even when they are not patterns
of virtue, are often the objects of general
sympathy. The man who sneaks aftera
suspected person and who resorts to decep-
tions and disguises to catch him unawares,
even when he does so to earn his bread,
cannot long maintain a sincere regard
for truth or a preference for fair and open
dealing. His business and his habits must
in time lower his moral tone. But for a
clergyman to encourge manly young fel-
lows who despise a sneak and detest false-
hood and underhand dealing of all kinds,
to become amateur spies, is to us utterly
incredible. He must see that to do such
work must soon deprive them of youth’s
greatest charm and most attractive virtues
—its openness, its candor, its frankness and
its confidence in mankind. To set them to
work to spy out the weaknesses and the
wickedness of others would be to make them
graduates in the school of phariseeism and
self-righteousness—to do a certain evil to
effect a problematical good.

Although we do not believe that Dr.
Parkhurst and those who are co-operating
with him would attempt to make tell-tales
and sneaks of young men, we can readily
believe that they have been made the
victims of the detectives and professional
spies whom they have employed. We see
that one of these latter has been indicted for
levying blackmail on vicious women.
This is not at all unlikely, for
such practices are the effects of
the demoralization which the training of
such persous is apt to produce. The instru-
ments. which really good people use to effect
a good object often bring reproach upon
them and upon the work they are doing.

The work of suppressing vice iz most
difficult and most disheartening. To do it
requires the wisdom of the serpent com-
bined with the harmlessness of the dove.
Obstacles meet the suppresser at every turn.
When he believes that he has done good in
one place he finds that the evil has broken
out in another. He sees, too, that he is
misunderstood by those who should aid him
and iisrepresented alike by the good, the
bad and the indifferent. Dr. Parkhurst
and those who are assisting him in the work
in which he is engaged are entitled to the
sympathy of all lovers of goodness and of
all who feel an interest in the well-being of
society. Their intentions are good, but the
means they take to accomplish their object
are not always wise, What means are or
can be effective ? - This is the great problem
of the age. No one has as yet solved it,
and, as far as can be seen, no advance has
been made towards its solution.

BRITISH COLUMBIA’S CAPA-
BILITIKS.

Every year the evidence is becoming
stronger and stronger that British Columbia
is one of the best fruit-growing areas on the
continent. The climate and soil seem well
adapted for the growth of some kinds of
fruit which are much in request both in
Great Britain and in the eastern provinces
of the Dominion.

It must not be supposed that the best
kinds of fruit will grow in any part of this
Province without care and attention. To
set trees out and then to allow them to grow
as they may, is not the way .to produce
such fruit as will procure a ready sale in
markets in which are to be found the best
fruits from all countries. Fruit-trees re-
quire careful cultivation—but that there is
a prospect of the intelligent and skilful
fruit-grower in British Columbis be-
ing well rewarded may be seen from
the following’ extract from a letter
received by Mr. Okell, of the firm of
Okell & Morris, of this city, from a cor-
respondent i England. The writer says:

The samples of fruit you sent us over
were really good, especially the apricots,
peaches and pears; the latter are in our
opinion superior to those of any other
brand we have seen on the English market.
I often think your climate and situation is
all in favor of the production of fruit ot the
very finest quality. If your farmers and
gardeners would plant trees of well-known
good fruit and devote every attention to
their growth and general cultivation, they
can grow fruit second to none in the world.
Mind you, I do not mean to plant any com-
mon trees, but the very best of every kind,
and then to keep them clean, well pruned
and carefully cultivated. To obtain the
best results you must have the best thought
and the best work. Let the growers
do their part well, and when it
comes to your turn to  handle
the fruit do your part well, bring to bear
upon the work all the firm’s knowledge and
energy, and put upon the market goods of
the first qnality, and when they come over
to England they will command a quick and
an enormous sale. What we want in Eng-
land, especially for eating, are goods of the
finest quality. Goods of this sort will
always fetch their price and are never a
drug in the market. Produce the article in
fooufof the very best quality and it is half
sold. The very great demand there would
be for it in the Mother Country cannot be
estimated. Impress upon the growers that
the best pays the best. Pears, prunes,

peaches, apricots aad cherries will be in the

test demand, while ‘black currants,
msons and raspberries will sell well but
not so readily. Refore I close my letter
allow me once more to urge you to go in for

ties stand in the way. The entire length of
the canal is 169 miles, of which it is only
necessary to excavate 26, Lake Nicaragua
and adjacent rivers can be utilized for a

first quality ; with this attai her you
nor the growers need be in the leaat afraid
to place upon the Knglish markes any
quantity of your produce. It will sell.

The writer very properly insists upon
growing the best kinds of fruit and putting
it up in the best way, Carelessness in these
particulars has done much harm to some
kinds of Canadian products. It never does
to send to the English market an inferior
article or even a good article in a- slovenly
shdpe. The best goods packed in the neat-
est way will be well received and will give
them a good character in the market. Pains
and expense are not wasted in making goods
for the British market pleasant to the eye.
We trust that the information and the sug-
gestions of Mr. Okell’s correspondent will
not be lost on British Columbia fruit-
growers and fruit-preservers.

BOTH SIDES.

The benefits that the United States and
the rest of the world must derive from the
construction of the Nicaragua Canal are so
many and so apparent that it is difficult to
imagine what can be urged against the pro-
ject. It has, nevertheless, many enemies
who dislike- the notion of building the
canal at all, and who will- not listen to the
proposal that the United States Govern-
ment will eadorse the bonds of the Com-
pany to the extent of $100,000,000. The St.
Paul Pioneer Press is among those who are
bitterly opposed to the Government aiding
the Company in any way. This paper is
usually moderate and ‘ready to give
a reason for its opinions, but on the
canal question it does not stop to argue,
but denounces the projectors in the bitter-
est way. Itsays:

The Nicaragua canal convention closed
with a resolution that each delegate should
go home and busy himself with pertecting
a local organization to promote the plans of
the company. It is proposed to leave no
means untried in the coming assault upon
congress.  The gentlemen who are in search
of an indorsement for the canal company’s
paper are not satisfied even with their
demonstration at New Orleans. It is a big
plum that they are fighting for, and they
are going about their business with a
thoroughness unknown even to the history
of the American lobby. From this time on
we may expect the canal company’s inter-
ests to be represented vigorously in every
community ; and, as those who oppose a
steal are always less energetic than those
who favor it, it will not be surprising
if there is a great access of earnestness
in the petition addressed to congress and to
the people in behalf of a federal indorse-
ment. . v o e e

In this Nicaragua matter one cannot well
deceive himself, or hide behind a breast-
work of plausible pretenses. Men know
that what this convention asks ought not to
be done upon any consideration. They
know that it is an attempt to pervert to
base uses a noble patriotism when the pub-
lic spirit of the couatry is appealed to only
to secure the spending of a mighty subsidy.
They knot that crafty men are trying to
do here just.what the promoters of the
Panama scheme did in France, and that the
outcome could be no different. For the ad-
vocate of an interoceanic canal constructed
and owned by the United States, there is
respect. For the schemers who, wittingly
or unwittingly, are preparing the way for a
great nationsl scandal, there ought to be
severe and public rebuke.

This is the language of mere suspicion. No
reason is given for concluding that the ad-
vocates of the construction of the Nicaragua
canal are a set of thieves who have devised
the project for no other purpose than to rob
the people of the United States. That the
undertaking is calculated to advance the
prosperity of that country no one in his
sober senses can deny, and that it will be of
the greatestuse to every commercial nation
in the world must be apparent to all intelli-
gent men. Why, then, should the pro-
motion of a project which is certain to be
productive of such beneficial results to the
whole world be entered into by enterprising
men for the mere purpose of plunder ? Are
not the legitimate profits of the enterprise
likely to be enodgh not only to secure the
endorser of the bonds from loss but to yield
a handsome profit to the projectors besides ?
There seems to be no doubt about it. The
scheme is perfectly practicable. No serious
engineering difficulties stand in the way,
and the traffic through the canal when it is
finished will no doubt be very great. Why
should men who start such a promising pro-
ject as this be condemned as knaves and
robbers ?

The New York Tribune looks at the
Nicaragua Canal from a very different
point of view and comes to widely differ-
ent conclusions. It also establishes its po-
sition by facts and arguments. It states in
the first place that the scheme was strongly
recommended by President Grant, who said :
‘I commend an American canal on Ameri-
can soil to the American people and con-
gratulate myself on the fact that the most
careful explorations have been started. That
the route has been chosen and that the pro-
ject is one that commends itself as afford-
ing econemical transportation for traffic.”
President Harrison approved of the work,
and President-elect Cleveland stands com-
mitted to aid in its construction. This is
what Mr. Cleveland said with respect to it :
“The importance of conmstruction of the
Nicaragua canal as a means of promoting
commerce between our respective states
and with foreign countries, and also as a
contribution by Americans to the enter-
prises which advance the interest of general
civilization, commands the respect of the
Government and approval and indorsement
as well.” )

The Tribune gives seven reasons why the
Canal should be constructed and why it
should receive aid and encouragement from
the United States Government. Of these
reasons we have room for only the fourth,
fifth and sixth, which our readers will, no
douby, think are of themselves sufficient to
justify the American Government and the
American people giving the magnificent
enterprise a helping hand.’ Here they are :

Fourth—Because no substantial difficul-

dist: of 143 miles, The rise from the
ocean to the level of Lake Nicaragua can
be effected by three locks.

Fifth—It will save materially in the dis-
tances of shipping routes, as shown by the
following statement. The distance from the
points indicated to the eastern entrance is
as follows : New York, 2,021 miles 3 Liv-
erpool, 4,769 ; Hamburg, 5,219; Havre,
4,874 ; New Orleans, 1,308. To the western
entrance, from San Francisco, 2,776 miles ;
Valparaiso, 2.581 ; Callao, 1,581 ; Portland,
2161,93,219; Victoria, B. C., 3,428; Sitka,

,019.

Sixth—It will greatly develop the busi-
ness of the country, particularly that of the
gulf ports and California, and will enhance
the interests'of American commerce. The
control of. that traffic must be in American,
not in French hands, and more important
still, .it will be in accordance with the
American policy in protecting every part of
American territory from foreign interfer-
ence or aggression. There should be no

question as to ownership of the Nicaragua
canal.

With regard to this Nicaragua- canal
scheme there appears to be nothing on one
side but suspicion and malignant denuncia-
tion, while on the other are the opinions of
able and honest men, striking facts and
strong arguments. Under such circum-
stances it is not difficult to tell where truth
and reason are to be found.

—_——,—

MAIL FACILITIES.

The Post Office Inspector’s explanation
relative to the mail communication between
the cities on the coast and the towns and
mining camps in the Kootenay district is
altogether satisfactory. Accidents and un-
foreseen delays must be looked for on a new
mail route through a difficult country, par-
ticularly at the setting in of winter, but it
is seen that the Pest Office Department has
made the best possible arrangement under
the circumstances. A contract has been
entered into with an energetic and
reliable man to give all ‘the towns
in  the district two mails a week
each way. If the trips are regularly
made, and they will be regularly made if
it is at all possible, the miners in the Koo-
tenay district will have nothing to com-
plain of in the matter of mail accommodation.
If they get their letters and newspapers
twice a week they will not feel lonely.
They will know what is going on in the
world, and they will be able, which to them
is quite as important, to keep outsiders well
posted as to whas they are doing and how
they are getting on. It is evidént that
there is no fear of the Post Office Depart-
ment neglecting the Kootenay district. Mr.
Fletcher, post office inspector, is strongly
impressed with its importance to the pro-
vince and the Dominion. He is, besides,
an energetic and conscientious officer, and
will not fail to do his part towards getting
for it, as it developes, all the postal facilities
that it is possible to'extend to it.

FRANCE AND CANADA.

Sir Charles Tupper has of late been doing
his best to improve the trade relations be-
tween France and Canada. There is rea-
son to believe that his efforts have not
been in vain. This is what the Canadian
Gazet_te says about the negotiations :

The efforts of the Dominion Government
to negotiate a commercial treaty with
France have happily met with the cordial
supgort of an important section of the
Parisian press, and in.France the metro-
politan press is even more expressive of the
sentiments of the whole nation than it is
with us in England. In another column we
summarize the cogent and sympathetic edi-
torial of La Republique Francaise, and we
find in that serviceable journal, Paris-
Canada, the equally favorable comments of
the Siecle and Parti National. They agree
that however potent may be the objection
of some French Protectionists to commer-
cial treaties in general, the proposed Cana-
dian agreement is based on equitable give-
and-take principles. Canada has always
treated France with far greater commercial
consideration than has the United States,
and all she now asks is that France should
give her the benefit of the minimum tariff
which is now extended to the Republic.
Canada has, moreover, hy the substantial
subsidy she offers to a Franco-Canadian
steamship service in conjunction with the
Anglo-Canadian fast service, given tangible
proof of her desire for closer trade rela-
tions. Sentiment and policy alike com-
mend Sir Charles Tupper’s mission to the
attention of the French Government.

THE ARTILLERY COMPETITION.

The place which the British Columbia
Brigade of Garrison Artillery has taken in
this year’s competition is most creditable to
both officers and rank and file. The marks
given are for general proficiency in all
branches by all the men, so every man in the
brigade, from Col. Prior down, is entitled
to his share of the credit. The British
Columbia Brigade has enjoyed so few advan-
tages that it was hardly expected that it
would come eut ahead of older brigades
which had been prize winners in previous
competitions. To come out a good second
in a competition with such old and care-
fully drilled brigades as those of Halifax,
Prince Edward Island and Montreal is no
small honor. Captain Smallfield and his
battery, who did so much to incredse the
score, are especially entitled to credit.
Their proficiency is the result of honest
work and plucky perseverance. They de-
serve the honors they have won, and their
success will stimulate the other batteries to
do as well next year. The British Columbia
Brigade of Garrison Artillery will please
aczept our heartiest congratulations.

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

TuE Times may think it an indication of
smartness to assert of a contemporary what
is palpably false. For our part we do not
look upon impudent lying as an accomplish-
ment. When it said, in connection with
our remarks on Mr. Coy’s letter, that the
CoLONIST complaing of grievances one day
and impudently denies their existence a day
afterwards, it stated what it knew to be
grossly untrue, In that article we

retracted nothing that we had stated
with respect to matters of which
the settlers in Kootenay have reason toeom-
plain. We did not turn any curve, sharp
or gentle. We directed the attention of
those who are continually praising the Uni-
ted States at the expense of Canada to what
a very intelligent American, who had lived
in both countries, said of their comparative
merits,. We are not surprised that the
Times is not pleased with the article or with
the extract it contains, but it might bhave
expressed its displeasure and annoyance
without egregiously violating the truth.

MASTERS AND MATES OF SEALERS.

To tHE EDITOR: — According to the
British and Canadian shipping law, as it
was interpreted to us, none but competent
persons could sail as masters or mates of
any Eoglish or Canadian vessel. Vessels
under 100 tons register could carry masters
or mates without certificates in coastwise
trade, but outside of certain limits, passed
men had to be employed, although it is often
evaded by a passed man clearing the vessel
when in reality he was only mate. In Vic-
toria it does not seem necessary to even do
this, as very few of the sealing ™ fleet carry
even one competent man. Prominent seal-
ing firms in this ¢ity, in their jealons rival-
ry to obtain the “best hunters, hesitate at
nothing to procure them. When they can-
not obtain them by any other means,” they
give them charge of the vessels, paying
them better wages and lay than the mas-
ters get, when they have not even one
qualification enabling thewn to take charge,
depending altogether on the competent man
they carry as mate, who navigates the ves-
sel and nurses them through the voyage.
The consequence of this state of things is
that the majority of the ship masters in
Victoria, men who hsve served their
time in all the different capa-
cities that the shipping law elsewhere
requires, are to-day without vessels, and in
another year will all have to take inferior
positions under so-called masters, who know
absolutely nothing about a vessel.

Nine-tenths of the hunters out of this
port have no experience whatever that a
seaman should have. Their knowledge of a
vessel is nothing more than any passenger
would have by making repeated trips on a
vessel, and, should anything happen the
master, the schooner would be in much the
same plight as a passenger vessel which had
lost her officers. As an illustration—the
case of the Oscar and Hattie and Pathfinder;
both vessels were, in a manner, lost, had it
not been for a near harbor in the cass of the
first, and in the latter another schooner
coming opportunely along, which had a nav-
igator, besides the master, who took charge,
and enabled her to continue her voyage.
This state of things will continue as long as
the government makes no investigation or
the insurance companies take no action.
The present Shipping act was brought into
force not so much for the protection of pro-
perty as for the protection of the lives of
those engaged ; and in what business are
there more men employed than in the seal-
ing business? The largest sailing ships
carry no more men then one of the sealing
schooners, and while ships are obliged to
carry at least two competent men who have
complied with all the Board of Trade regu-
latione, the Victoria sealing schooners that
are obliged to cruise in far ‘more dangerous
localities, both home and abroad, are not
obliged to carry even one.

Masters of vessels out of the port of Vic-

have often seen several of their crew paid
off with larger amounts than*themselves,
and have a8 yet said nothing; but when it
comes to sailing under incompetent and in-
experienced captains, just because the
owners can not obtain them as hunters in
any other way, we think it is time to speak
and call the attention of the Board of Trade,
also the Insurance companies, to the matter
and let them know the risks they actually
take. In Eastern shipping. ports the ship-
ping law requires all candidates for certiti-
cates to produce a certificate of a servitude
of seven yearsaetual time, two years of
which time must have been as first mate.
The candidate must then pass a strict ex-
amination, where he must finish his work 1n
a specified time and under the eye of the
examiner.

We consider, as the Dominion Shipping
law has compelled us, at a large expense to
ourselves, to obtain the necessary -certifi-
cates before we can take ‘command of ves-
sels, it should now protect us in some
measure. At present we have no protee-
tion. Hunters who make more than we do
as hunters, are taking, or will be taking,
our, bread from us altogether. Behring
Sea, the coast of Kamtsehatka and Japan
are not coasting waters; at least not for
Canadian vessels. We respectfully ask for
the attention of the proper authorities, also
the insurance companies, and respectfully ask
their support to what we think our rights in
this matter.

VicTorIA SEIP-MASTERS.

COLUMBUS POSTAGE STAMPS.

The U. 8. About to Get Out a Complete Issue
Commemorative of Ameriea’s
Discovery.

New York, Dic. 10.—The Government
has prepared to issue in January a complete

set of postage stemps, commemorative of
the 400th anniversary of the discovery of
America. They will be called the Columbus
issue, and will be the finest ever made by
any government. They will be on sale at
the various post offices only during the year
1893, and will then be withirawn from
general use. Following is a technical
description of the Columbus issue :

One cent —** Columbus in Sight of Land;”
color, Antwerp blue.
‘L wo cents—*" Landing of Columbus;” color,
purple maroon,
Three cents—* The Flagship of Columbus,
the Santa Maria, in Mid-Ocean ” from a Span-
ish engraving ; co or, ultramarine biue,
Five cents—* Columbus Solic.ting Aid from
Isabella;” color, chocolate brown.
8ix cents—* Columbus Welcomed at Barce-
lona;” color, roznl purple.

. Ten cents—* Columbus Presenting the Na-
tives;” color, Vandyke brown.

Fifteen cents-**Columbus Announcing His
Discovery ; ” color, dark green.
Thirty cents—‘Celumbus at La Rabida;”
color, sienna brown,
Fifty cents—* Recall of Columbus;” color,
carbon blue.
One dollar—* Irabella Pledging Her Jewels;”
color, rose salmon. ‘
Two dollars—* Columbus in Chains;” color,
mineral red.
Three Dollars—* Columbus Describing His
Third Voyage;” color, light yellowish en.
Four dollars—Portraits in circles of Isabella
and Columbus, separated by an ornate device :
color, carmine,
Five dollars—Profile of the head of Columbus
after a cast provided by the Treasury depart-
ment for the souvenir 50 cent silver piece;
color, black.

For Over Fifty Years,

MRS, WINSLOW’'S SOOTHING SYRUP has  been
SRt o iy romn b pllees i i
or their ¢ n when tee L oc
success, It soothes the child, sogtam th e

allays all pain, cures

remedy for Diarrhcea.

little sufferer immediatel

In every part of the worl

& bottle. Be sure and aek for
Soothi:

ptoria have submitted to low wages, and be:

TENDERS.

Tenders will be received by the undersignes
up to the 31st day of December next, for the
purchase of the following property, situated in
Mayne Island, British Columbia ;

Part of Boutheast } of 8ection XI, part of
East } of East jof Southeast } of Section XI,and
part of North } of Northeast 1 of SBection VIII
containing in all about 178 acres, of which 3"’
are cultivated and cleared, and several acre;
of alder bottom are partly cleared.,

The buildings on the premises consist of a
house, barn, chicken-house, etc.

This farm has a plentiful supply of fresh
water and a steamboat landing within a con.
venient distance.

The highest or any tender mot
accepted.

DRAKE, JACKSON & HELMCKEN,
20 Bastion street, Vietoria, B, C,
Solicitors for Morteagee,

OCEAN STEAMSHIPS

necessarily

nov 254t-w

Cheapest and Quickest Route to
the Old Country.

Vancouver
?:ini% e . do s
e Ontario....Beaver L,
Lake Superior.... dl;) im-a
do

Lake Winnipeg..
Allan-State
do

rnia
Pomeranian.
Majestic ....
Germanic.
Teutonic -
Cabin—$40, $15, $50, , $70,
Intermediate—$30, $35, g(()) Steer.
Pa.ssengex:s ticketed through to a|
Great Britain and Ireland, and at specially low
rates to all parts of the Kuropean continent,
Ten per cent. saved on round trip tickets.
Inman Line steamers sail every Wednesday
Cunard Line Saturday and Wednesday. !
For particulars mly to
A. C gRON. Agent,
overnment St., Vi i
W. B. DENNISON, Nanaimo. = - ¥ ictoria.
Or to GEO. McL. BROWN, D.P.A;,

Vancouver.

$50 FOR A CHICKEN,

. Jan, 25th
.From New York,
Line Dec. 22nd

-. Dec. 2Ist
-.Dec. :8th
, upwards,
e— $20.

1l points in

To create an interest in the breeding of high
class poultry. I will award a special prize of
$50.00 cash to the person raising the heaviest
Plymouth Rock chicken hatched from eggs
purchased of me.

Plymeuth Rocks are unquestionably the best
breed of fowls known for the Canadian farmer,
Send for descriptive Circular of this valuable
breed of fowls. .

Eggs for hatching, guaranteed fresh and true
to name, carefully packed in baskets and deliv-
ered to Express Company, $2.00 per sitting of
13. Address T. A. WILLETS,

Breeder of Plymouth Rock Fowls,
Weston, Ont.

e Woeeton b
WILKINSON MINERAL CLAIM,

Take notice that we, the British Columbia

.Milling and Mining Co. Limited, Free Miners
No. 41364, intend, 60 days from the

ap23

certificate.
date hereof, to apfp!y to the Gold Commissioner
for a certificate of improvements for the pur-

pose of obtaining a Cro
Lottt ug1 rown Grant of the above

Dated at Barkerville,

this 25 3
tr is 25th day of Octo.

nos-td

ROYAL WAFERS.

Prescription of & physician who
has htuf a life long experience in
treating female diseases. Isused
monthly with perfect success by
over 10,000 ladies. Pleasant, safe,
effectual. Ladies ask your drug-
t for Pennyroyal Wafers «nd

@ no substitute, or inclose post-
for sealed Sold by

particulars,
ists, $1 per box. Address
CAL 60, Dremor shres!
For sale and fmailéed by LANGLEY -
Victoria, B.C. 7 jlyl7-d&$~nc o

Dr. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S

CHLORODYNE.
THE ORIGINAL and ONLY GENU NE

Vice-Chancellor Sir W. PAGE Woop stated
publiely in court that Dr. J. CoLLis BROWNE
was urdoubtedly the inventor of Chlorodyne,

t the whole story of the defendant Freeman
was literally untrue, and he etted to say
that it had been sworn to.—gimes, July 13,

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S CHLORODYNE
IS THE BEST AND MOST CERTAIN

J 3 3

NSUMPTION, N :
o 3 EA N EURALGIA,

M, &c.

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S CHLORODYNE
—The Right Hon. Earl RUSSELL com-
municated to the College of Physicians
and J. T. Davenport that he had received
information to the effect that the only
remedy. of any service in Cholera was

Chlorgdyne.— ncet, Dec. 31, 1864,
DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S CHLORODYNE
scores of orthodox

is pcimti ribed 8

practitioners. course it would not be

thus singularly ular did it not *‘sup-
ly a want an a place.”"—Medical
mes, Jan. 12, 1885,

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S CHLORODYNE
isa certain cure for Cholera, Dysentery,
Diarrheea,Colics, &c.

CAUTION — None genuine without the

words “Dr. J. Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne,”

on the stamp. Overwhelming medical testi-
mony accompanies each botile. Sole manufac-
turer. J. T. DAVENPORT, 33 Great Russell

St., London. Sold at 1s. 1id., 2s. 9d., 4s. 6d.
au

CONSUMPTION.

I have & positive remedy for the above d’sease; by its
use thousands of cases of the worst k'nd and of long
standing have been cured.  Indeed so strong is my faith
in its efficacy, that I will send TWO BOTTLES FREE,
with a VALUABLE TREATISE on this disease to any
sufferer who will send me their EXPRESS and P.O. address.
T. A. SLocum, M. C., 188 ADELAIDE
ST., WEST, TORONTO, ONT.

sel8-1y-w

INGERSOLL ROCK DRILL (0.,

OF CANADA, LTD.
MONTREAL,

ROCK DRILLS
Air Compressors.

QGene!_-al hglininmg and
g1t ac ery.
A }ruﬁ stock of Dril
and Duplicate parts
always on hand.

S

WM. GORDON, Agent for B. 0.,
OFTICR: GALPIN BLOCK,

P. O. Box 787. 494 Government St., Vi oria.
oclf-su-w-f-d&w-1y

N OTICHE.

" ANTED—For Grand Prairie public school,
an experienced teacher, ho.ding vot low-
er than Second-Class certificate. One capable
of giving lessons on the piano or org:n pre-
ferred. Duties to commen.e at close of Christ-
mas holidays. Appiications<o ha sent to the
Brcretary. JOHN PRINGLE,
Secretary Trustee Board,
Grand Prairis P. O., R.C,

ng Syrup,” and take no other kind
w d&w-ly

Dated Dec. 9th, 1892, decl4-w3t

ROYAL MAIL LINEs. ‘gl @

T
Fiom the DarLy CoLo:

THMN ©

First in the F
Mr. Munroe Miller is tl
pounce himself as a candid
the Council of 1893. Hi
_Johnson street ward.
S T—
To the Asylun
Nicholas Brown, who wa
repounced insane by theci
r. Duncan, was on Sundf
Westminster asylum by Se
AR
They Will be
The members of the N
:Saanich Agricultural Asso
their annual supper and bal
on the 2Ist inst. Many
anake a note of the date.
M
In Aid of the Indian
The Willing Workers (
Presbyterian church will
work on the 15th inst., in ¢
the proceeds being devoted
amission at Alberni.

In Preparatto
The prize list for the app
~exhibition of the DI. C. P
‘Pet Stock Association has
'the hands of the printer, anj
at the earliest possible date.
e g e
Sent Up For T
August, the Saanich 1
charged with a serious asg
the sisters of his tribe, w§
trial yesterday by Mr. E.
after the hearing of evidi
vincial court.
————
To Visit the Leper
Arrangements have bee
George Duncan, City Healt
a visit to-morrow to Darcey
of the British Colun:bia lep
steamer which is to take th
leave at 7 o’clock in the m|
get back in good time.

Memorial sery
There was a special
held at St. Saviour’s church|
ing last, for the late John
dra lodge, Sons of England
body to do honor to the md
its. most popular membe
was crowded, the service
impressive.
.
The Synagogue §
The committee appointd
gation Emanu-El to carry o
_Jject, were on Sunday last a
ceed with their work.
plans from a local archi
generally approved, and th
ed to advertise for tenders
operations might be comm|

Happiness Reig
The residence of Mrs.

Cadboro Bay road was in
ings ago by a merry par
who, accompanied by the]
tra, ware bent on haviyg
Dancing was a prominent
_joyment of the evening,
longed almost until day bri

All Hands Were Fy

The three little Chinese

arrested early Sunday mo!
ing on the street were d
Police court yesterday,thei
ing that they were frighten
-cause to scream. Ah Sing,
aid with a couple of skull

-sleeves, was fined $10 for

weapons.

Misery or Hapyg
The young Peoples’ Lit
of the First Presbyterian ¢
-school-room and debated f
position—Resolved: ‘* Tha
misery than happiness in
resolution carried, fifteen
and but six for comfort.
eakers were Messrs. Do
“Cochrane; negative, Mess|
and McCandles. There w
-ence and a very spirited d
—
A Jewish Fes
On Sunday evening next]
interesting of the Jewish
~eelebrated at the synagogy
‘been made the occasion of
.gathering, and the Sunday
will be publicly examined
ritual by Rev. Dr. Philo, §
will also be an address b
Mr. David Hart. It is un
~collection will be in aid of
lee hospital.

Back from the C|
Hon. Theodore . Davi
attorney-general, Mr. J
Gordon Hunter, and M|
superintendent of provinei
-on Sunday morning from|
they had been attending t
18 still another murder cas
the Coal City, it being
Jones. Mr. Gordon Hunf]
the Crown and Mr. H. A
defence.
S-S
A Hogmanay Nigh
The members of the S
Caledonian Society have a
mittee to make arrangeme
on the last Saturday nig]
which falls upon the last d
An excellent programme
provided, and a good ente]
given. A dance was also
“Hogmanay Day” comes o
probable the idem of the
doned. Further particular
ed later.
— e
The Zambe
A Yokohama despatch
9 It. of water in the hold of {
Zambesi, from Victoria to
was in collision with a
bay. Her hold and engi
damaged. The steamer
collision to prevemt sinking
that she will float to-mo
necessary to discharge H
The mails and passenge
one of the crew, a firema
The cargo will be forwardg
Flintshire, which will leay
<cember 6.”
e
Uaemploed Wo
Rev. J. H. White, pastd
nial Methodist church, Goi
day evening preached a s
_the unemployed workme;
Y B, There were not many of
“‘l 1’,M/present, but those who did
" ance were treated to a vd
logical discourse, founde
“¢ Why stand ye here idle?
regretted that there was §
idleness in Victoria, and
time coming, when the I
considered worthy of his h
man who was inclined to w
The great moral and relig




