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How Grand Trunk’

Great Plans for

London Were Destro

MR, BECK'S AMAZING ADMISSION

(ESSES THAT HE DESTROYED
ND TRUNK PLANG FOR GITY

London Will Have to Pay Hundreds of Thousands of
Dollars For What It Might Have Had
For Nothing.

HOW LONDON WAS DEPRIVED OF
NEW STATION AND ELEVATED TRACKS

No Municipality Ever Offered Such a Boon by a Railway
Corporation—Minister of Power Owns Up to Having
Lobbied Aldermen to Reject It.

There was a remarkable scene at the East End Hall last night
when Lieut.-Colonel John W. Little confronted Mr. Beck on the
platform and forced him to confess that he (Mr. Beck) was re-
sponsible for the blocking of the Grand Trunk’s plans for the
elevation of its tracks through London, and for the building of a
new station, at no cost to the city of London.

As a result of Mr. Beck’s interference, the city will be com-
pelled to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars to carry through
splendid improvements, which it could have had for nothing.

The people of London have wondered what influences were
at work to burk the great plans for the city of London which the
Grand Trunk had in hand.
manager of the Grand Trunk, expressed his amazement at the

refusal of a boon which had never before been offered to a Can- |

adian municipality. Until last night it was not known that Mr.
Adam Beck was the man who influenced a majority of the alder-
men to reject it.

MR. BECK TRIES TO EXPLAIN.

Mr. Beck attempted a lame explanation. He said that he |
dined with the vice-president and two prominent officials of the
company at Montreal, and was told by them that all they wanted
was an elevation in the western part of the city and beyond, and
that when they got that they would snap their fingers at London.
Mr. Reck added that when he came home he told the aldermen
the Grand Trunk wags not sincere in its negotiations with London,
and he tried to prevent the company getting what it wanted.

Is it likely the Grand Trunk head officials would give their
hand away in this fashion if they were trying to trick the city?

On the strength of such a tale, the men in the council who
from Mr, Beck, flouted the Grand Trunk, and
the whole magnificent scl
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ieme was destroyed.

The fact of the matter is that Mr. Beck wrecked the project
because he had not been consulted in the matter. He followed his
practice of opposing every movement unless he is at the head of it.

The revelation has caused a profound sensation in the citw
which will have to dearly pay for itg failure to grasp a go)

opportunity.
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[EN TO VOTE FOR

The following

candidates for the City Council may be
confidence that all matters will be con-
the best interests of the city of London:

Ashplant
Bennett
Buchner
Blandford
Gerry
Joanston
Mitchell
Richter
Robinson
Ryan

They stand for a square deal for everybody.

voted for with the

sidered by them in
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It is known that Mr. McGuigan, thenl
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portation facilities.

g | through the Michiglan Central and the Pere Marquette.

| larg st employers of labor in the city,

8| mercial crisis. Whatever the personn

i wholesale interests of London.
paraded as ready to compel the citizens te decide the questiom |

R | lowest temperatures during the 24 hours

B ONDON

B | Toronto
R | Ottawa
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Take a Glimpse Into the

Future, Myr. Shipper

(Time—Midnight, Dec, 31, 1913))

The lease of the London and Port Stanley

The Pere Marquette has taken Its engines,

The Michigan Central has moved

Thirty cars of freight, which are

other roads after the first of the year.

destination.

Tha road is about to ba electrified.

over a road that is to be torn up and “scrapped,” nor whila wires are being
The London and Port Stanley Railway is tied up for one year.

The wholesalers and big shippers are crestfallen. Some of them are
start all over again to secure connections to equal those

ita entire equipment from. the city.
sent from London dally

They will travel te;: miles, where th

Their travellers cannot compete with the firms of Hamilton
shoes and hardware were formerly ordered by customers one *=i

Auring t
¢zt were

It is the most serious blow the wholesale and jobbing interest of L.ondon
wanted to save his personal reputation.
been able to lead the people in chains.

The road is tied up for one year! There are no termin: s

for
Upon every London home is a mortgage of hundreds of dollars,

think themselves.

The city lost three trunk lines and $55,000 a ycar-
aster’'s voice.

The same interest
al square. London is still scrambling for

-but that's a cheap
the m
|

I( feder

ver these roads. will lie on the freight sheds

The railway companies are through with the city.

He had put his foot into a itrap, and he cou

Railway to the Pere Marquette has expired.
its cars and its employees to St, Thomas.

of

ey travelled one before, to reach thelr

They cannot operate
strung overhead,

thinking of moving from the city to

on 800 miles of railway, with which they formerly had prac-
tically a fast express service, and which formerly formed the backbone -of their business.

his vear. Grocerles and boots
in their stores the next morning.

and

Now

it would take days to reach the same destination by c¢hange rvutiags and transhipment,

have had, but then a certain wise man

1d not take it out, and he had

=10 connections—nothing but chaos!
The people were directed to respond to the demund that their courageous candidates be mnot permlitted to

There are thousands more reguired before the schame reéaches its supreme folly.

prica for responding so gracefully to

that threw this million dollar wildeat scheme upon the people, defeated the plan for a
a city hall and for a way out of the Port Stanley Line muddle.
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ondon’s Wholesale Interests
Threatened With Disaster

Interest in the municipal campaign centres in the choice of
the Council,

1

xr

Electors are told that certain aldermen yielded to the pres-
sure of “private interests” in delaying the vote on the electrifica-
tion scheme until fuller information could be elicited for the
guidance of the ratepayers.

| There is downright dishonesty in the pretence that these
| aldermen tried to “muzzle the people,” or that the opposition to the

|

| proposal to rush the scheme to a popular vote was engineered by
|selfish interests, unless in this class are to be placed the manu-
| facturers, wholesalers and jobbers, who are deeply concerned over
%the possible loss of steam road connections.

This is a critical time for London as a wholesale centre.

The wholesale men of the city are genuinely alz2ruied.

If the Michigan Central leaves Lendon—and the chairman of
[the board of directors, Mr. Ledyard, intimates that this will
Ehappen if the L. and P. S. R. is electrified—a deadly blow will be

|
i
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|struck at the wholesale and jobbing trade of the city. The drift|

%to Toronto will begin.

Take the block of wholesale houses on Richmond street, be-
\tween King and York, and the other block on York street, between
'Richmond and Clarence, Every one of these leading wholesalers
land jobbers opposed the submission of the electrification bylaw to

{

%(?emral had been ascertained.
§ The interests of these important establishments are the in-
\terests of the city of London. The position of London as a dis-
\tributing centre has been built up slowly and laboriously. The
IO‘ty'.\: situation in relation to Western Ontario has been a factor
..« this growth, but more important have been its excellent trans-

b ¢

It is the only city in Ontario, excepting one,
touched by five trunk lines—the G, T. R., the C. P. R. M. ©. K.,
Pere Marquette and Wabash.

The recent C. P. R, east-and-west extensions ir the counties
north of London, especially the line from Guelph to Goderich, have
given Toronto wholesale houses direct connections with many

.|

B places where the London wholesalers formerly had an advantage
B of 24 hours in the delivery of goods.

still adva

London retains an ntage in Southern Ontario
If thes
facilities are destroyed or impaired, the situation will become
serious indeed.

Leading manufacturers share

iwholesale merchants. At least twr¢

U
|

the apprehensions of the
of them, who are among the
say they will be compelled
'to move their plants if the Michigan Central and Pere Marquette
services are tampered with. If any of the candidates ‘are curious

b}

B to know the names of these manufacturers, The Advertisr will
{supply them.

If the electrification scheme had been put to the people on
Jan. 1. and had been approved, Londen would have faced a com-
1 of next year’s couneil, it

he aldermen will refuse to

e
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1N
lis inconceivable that the majority of

'make further inquiry before forcing the citizens to decide. There |

'would be an overwhelming protest from the manufacturing and
. ates who are being

Those candid

Vil

without further light should be made to feel the resentment of
the citizens at the polls.

THE WEATHER.
TOMORROW—FAIR AND MILD,
Toronto, Dec. 31—S8
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WEST LONDON PEUPLE
ENY RESPONSIBILITY
Progressives Did Not get Out a Cer-

tain Slate.
The members of the West

mild
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Temperatures,
following were the

The highest and |
London
tion today disclalmed
for a slate, which, they
ssued by a certain individual,
Clear while only one member, has is-
Falr sued the list, purporting to have the
Cloudy { indorsation of the association.
. h is one of aldermanic candi-
dates, and bears the names of William
Fair C. Coles, William Spittal, G. E. Rose,
Cloudy J. A. Tancock and J. Percy Moore.
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la vote until the attitude of the Pere Marquette and Michigan |

REFUSED TG CALL
MEETING ASKED
BY LABOR MEN

Mayor Graham Continued to
Show His Regard For
Trades Couneil.

COUNCIL ASKED FOR
A PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Petition Was Shelved After the
Labor Men Refused To
Be Stampeded.

Mayor Graham did not appear anxi-
ous to give the citizens information re-
garding the electrification of the ILon-
don and Port Sraniey, judging from his
treatment of the Trades
Council of this city.

It will be remembered that when the
celebrated Beck report
for discussion, an effort
stampec abor
porting the scheme,

Asked for Meeting.

They in common with others
for further information, and to bock up
their contention sent
Mayor Graham
public mas smeet
facts of the
| workingmen,
| the

and Labor

was presented
was made

council

1o

1 sup-

the into

asked

petition
him

1
them
would

a 1o

Lo call

ing to yresent the

case to ang other
have
portion of the cost, in case
] ym dollars we expended
| electrification.
i Mayor Graham completely
ith-i- petition, and from that day to this
| not a word has been heard of the peti-
| tion of the workingmen. Some people
are wondering about it today.
Where |s Petition?
“Where did that petition go to?”
asked Mr. Harry Rymill today. “Af they
wanted to give the citizens information

they had the opportunity, but they
nied

TEACHERS LAUGH
AT STRIKE STCRY
No Truth _in the ge;:-ort That
They Will Strike Over Kin-

dercarten Changes.
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An effort is being made to stir
trouble in teaching staff of
public schools, a local newspaper
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$100,000 FIRE

1
Wirnipeg Department Had
Fight in Oil Plant.
[Canadian Press.]
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LEADING BUSINESSMEN
SUPPORT STAND TAKEN
BY THE SIX ALDERMEN

Petition Circulated by Prominent Citizens and Signed
By Wholesalers and Manufacturers Within
a Short Time This Morning.

Calis for Men in Council Pledged to Look After Connections ot
M. C. R. and Pere Marquette—Vital to the Interests
of Largest Taxpayers in the City.

A prominent merchant of London in a few minutes circulated
a petition today, in which the attitude of Ald. Bennett, Johnston,
Richter, Ashplant, Robinson and Blandford was commended, and
a request made that more information be secured and a conference
held with the Pere Marquette,

The signers of this petition are among the heaviest rate-
payers in London, The merchant who put it into circulation
stated that he was strongly impressed by the representations of
businessmen who thought the situation was so grave as to demand
instant action, and the document was circulated in as speedy a
manner as possible. Had he had more time he could have secured
many more names, Some of the wholesalers and manufacturers
were out when he called.

The prayer of the petition is as follows:

We, the undersigned, merchants and manufacturers of the
city of London, beg to say that we heartily approve of the action
of the aldermen who voted in favor of the resolution to delay the
submission of the question of the electrification of the London
and Port Stanley Railway until the advice of independent experts
had been obtained and time given to consider the effect thereof,
and until some conference had been had with the Michigan Central
and Pere Marquette, important railways now terminating in Lon-
don. We hope the electorate will not put in a set of men who

will rush the question to a vote of the people without these
precautions.

T. B. ESCOTT & CO.

R. C. STRUTHERS & CO.

McMILLAN, CALDER & CO.

BRICKENDEN & McCRIMMON

JOHN MILLS, LIMITED.

HOBBS HARDWARE CO.

LONDON CROCKERY CO.

JOHN MARSHALL & CO.

W. L. MARA,

McCORMICK MFG. CO.

LONDON BOLT AND
WORKS.

JOHN McNEE & SONS.

RCBINSON, LITTLE &

ELLIOTT, MARR & C.

M. MASURET & C.

WESTERN WIRE AND NAIL
CO.

REID BROS. & CO.

H. T. REASON & CO.

NATIONAL DRUG AND
CHEMICAL CO.

H. A. SABIN

HINGE

}

1
i

CO.

E & CO.
JOHN CAMPBELL & SONS.
THE IDEAL CONCRETE
MACHINERY COMPANY.
READY-TO-WEAR, LIMITED.
A. TALBOT & CO.

The effect of the petition is to ask citize v
men who refused to be rushed into the expendiutre of
dollars without ample information as to connections,
vital point in the whole cituation. It means the loss or
London’s entire jobbing and wholesale business.

These men were:

RICHTER
BENNETT
BLANDFORD

Other candidates pledged to

~

izens to vote for the
one million
the most

holding of

JOHNSTON
ROBINSON
ASHPLANT

give the other
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ey
Led

ilways and elece
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| trification scheme thorough investigation are:

BUCHNER
GERRY
Vote for all of these men and
the city of London.

MITCHELL
RYAN.
ave the wholesale I)U.QZHC‘SS for
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London’s Mercantiile Interests
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