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"I will tell you the truth, may I. 
Mrs. Fleming?” cried Dalste timidly, 
dashing the tears from her eyes, and , 
blushing with shame*as ehe continu- ^ 
ed: "I was persuaded Into that pro­
mise when my heart wasn’t In It, be- l 
cause—because—Brat, Aunt Altcé was 
wild with foolish Joy because I had 
caught such * rich beau, and kept beg­
ging me over and over to accept him. 
And then, too, Mr. Sherwood was so 
much in love with me, and bogged me 
so hard that I would marry him. At 
first I wouldn't think of it, for—well, 
I- had fallen In love with Mr. Dallas 
Bain at first sight, and as long as there 
was any hope of winning him I 
wouldn’t have listened to any one else 
—never! But he—Mr. Sherwood, I 
mean—must have suspected my pre­
ference, for he told me things that I 
found out to-day weren’t true—tor in­
stance, that Mr, Bain was engaged to 
you; but when I asked him about it 
to-day he laughed at the very idea!’’

Mrs. Fleming winced with rage and 
pain, but the unconscious girl went on 
eagerly, pathetically, in her earnest 
self-exculpation :

"But before I knew how he had de­
ceived me, I thought Mr. Sherwood 
very nice, indeed—for he is very 
amusing, really, and very good-look­
ing, too—only, of course, not as hand­
some as Mr. Bain, who is perfectly 
grand, and no one else is worth look­
ing at when he is by. But he did not 
seem to care about me lh the least, al­
though I found out that he had sent 
me an anonymous love poem; and I 
began to get piqued, and then hope­
less, thinking he really did mean to 
marry you. And Aunt Alice kept coax­
ing and firing my ambition with your 
cousin's riches, and he kept teasing 
and making himself agreeable—per­
haps you know how a sore, aching 
heart may sometimes take comfort in 
the devotion of one it does not care 
for, and find in it some balm for 
wounded love and pride—so at last I 
consented, hoping I might learn to 
love him after, but stipulating that 
the engagement be kept secret a little 
while, for I feared that I might 
change,’ and wish to break it, and did 
not want to make sucfi a sensation 
public.’’.

She paused, and fixed her pleading 
eyàf'bnthe other's face, but it was 
cold. wBrbe. and (stony, betraying no 
sympathy.

Clasping her little hands piteously, 
Daisie Bell continued nervously:

(To be continued.)

while, dreading village gossip and | 
curoslty. I

"Now, Lutie,” added Royall, “I do 
think you ought to do the fair thing 
by Daisie." ’

"What do you mean?”
“Why, call on her and invite her to 

flea View on a visit Of course, I un­
derstand that you’ve been Jealous all 
the while, and wouldn’t have her here 
on accovfht of Dallas Bain. But now 
we’re engaged, you needn’t mind."

But an unerring instinct made Mrs. 
Fleming persist in her refusal. , 

“You ask too much, Royall. I won’t 
have the girl here till I'm sure of Del­
las Bain,” she protested, in alarm.

“You’re still determined to marry 
him, it you can .get him, coz?”

“Yes, I am; and I don't care to 
bring him and that girl together, even 
if she is engaged to you. She’s dan­
gerous, I tell you; and he’s in love 
with her, I’m certain, though they’ve 
never spoken a single word to each 
other. No telling what might happen 
if they got together.” _

"Perhaps you’re right,” said Roy­
all, looking uneasy and remembering 
that Daisie had betrayed suoh Inter­
est In Dallas that he had been forced 
into no end of fibs to destroy the ro­
mance with which she had invested 
him. "Perhaps you’re right. Better let 
well enough alone,” he agreed, and 

1 went away to buy the engagement 
ring.

But chance or fate is above us all 
and our petty scheming, as she found 
out that night at the dance, and in 
consequence ehe altered her plan qf 
ignoring Daisie Bell.

What Annette had told her about 
Dallas going the next morning to beg 
Daisle’s pardon for the accident made 
her wild; hence her early call at the 
cottage and her malicious blurting 
out of the engagement.

When she found out how tar matters 
had progressed between- the lovers, 
she realized that she had scarcely call­
ed soon enough, but she was thinkful, 
anyway, that she had driven Dallas 
ed soon enough, but she was thankful, 
man’s wit to make the breach final.

Daisie’çwet eyes and quivering red 
mouth dfd not make her the least 
sorry for the wretched girl; she only 
persevered in her denunciations :

“What will Royall say when Tie 
hears of -this shocking.flotation? He 
w(ll want to break the. engagement."
- “That is what I wish him to do!” re­
turned Daisie courageously.

“Well, I never!’* sighed the little, 
widow; and added: “Why did you ac­
cept him, then, it you didn’t want him, 
Miss Belir
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“Then she is a wretched little flirt, 
for she surely gave her promise to 
Royall. Aek her—eee. she Is reviving 
—and she cannot deny it"

He stooped down to look into the 
Sirt’s white lace, hie own Just ae pal­
lid and startled, crying, with pasalon- 
ate incredulity:

“Is it true. Daisie Bell? Are you in­
deed so false and wicked?’

“Dallas! Oh, my love!’ she sobbed, 
in strange affright covering her face 
with her lily hands as if in shame.

“Is it true? Are you engaged to him 
—to ue both?" he thundered *rath- 
fully.

"Oh, Dallas, yes; but—but—hear 
me!” she wailed Imploringly; but he 
threw off her hand as If It were a 
serpent and rushed from the house.
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CHAPTER IV.

' • FALSE.
* “Why, Mr. Bain, this ia a surprise! 

JI-Ll did not know you were acquaint­
ed with Miss Bell,” she broke out, in
dismay and alarm.

Dallas was a trifle disconcerted, but 
he rallied himself and answered light-
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“I waa not until yesterday, wueu 
ray horse knocked’her off her wheel 
and nearly caused a fatal accident. So 
I” came this morning to beg her for­
giveness.” •

Mrs. Fleming gave a grating laugh, 
and answered maliciously:

“Perhaps Daisie may forgive You if 
6he Is very kind-hearted, but I am sure 
qny Cousin Royall never will."

“Royall!" he exclaimed, in bewild­
erment; but she fluttered over Dais­
ie’s sofa, cooing in her most gushing 
Way:

"My"dear girl, may i’kise you? Roy­
s’-told yesterday of his engagement 
ft, you, and that he was going all the 
way to New York to get a splendid 
diamond ring for you. We shall bb 
cousins, you and I—and, I hope, great 
friends. Why—why. what is the mat­
ter? The girl is fainting!"
• Dallas had-heard every word in sur­
prise and horror, and* suddenly he 
clutched the young widow’s arm' in a 
êtèely grasp.

"What nonsense are you talking to 
Daisie?” tie exclaimed^ "She is no­
thing to Royall! She has promised to 
marry me!”

“Impossible, Mr. Bain, impossible; 
for only the night before last she ac­
cepted my cousin, and he has gone 
now to buy the most magnificent en­
gagement ring In New York,” cried 
the young widow, In defiance and 
amazement at his claim.

“He hae lied to you! She belongs to 
me!” repeated Dallas hoarsely; and 
she answered:

Wool velours was used In this in­
stance with braiding for decoration. 
Serge, heather mixtures, taffeta, vel­
veteen and satin could be used. The 
width of the skirt at the foot is about 
1 3-4 yard. To make this suit for a 
medium size will require 7 yards of 
40 inch material.

This illustration calls for TWO sep­
arate patterns which will be mailed 
to any address on receipt of 16 cents 
FOR EACH pattern in* silver or 
stamps.

CHAPTER V.
A CRUEL COQUETTE.

A cry of the bitterest grief and 
yearning burst from Daisle’s lips as 
Dallas angrily shook off her hold and 
rushed from the house./

“Ob, Dallas, my love, my darling, 
come back—^come back, and I will ex­
plain everything!”

She would have followed him, but 
as she sprang efect a terrible • twinge" 
of pain in her sprained ankle made her 
fall back ! on the sofa, sobbing with 
pain;,and meanwhile Dallas Bain had 
rushed from the place In a dazed con­
dition of mind, in which surprise, an­
ger, and wounded love all blended in* 
confusion.

The feelings of the gay little widow, 
Mrs. Fleming, may better be Imagin­
ed than described In finding out that 
the man ehe adored was madly jn love, 
with another. .

*1 Grief, rage, and jealousy struggled 
in her miçd, bnt she gave vent to nei­
ther, holding In her emotion firmly 
while she said, in a cold voice, to the 
sobbing girl:

"Miss Bell, this Is the strangest 
scene I ever witnessed. I came here 
this morning to offer my good wishes 
on your engagement to Royall Sher­
wood, and find another man making 
love to you In his absence. Iq this fair 
to mÿ codiin ?”

Daisie’s only answer was a heart­
broken sob behind the lovely white 
hands that hid her face, and Mrs." 
Fleming continued reproachfully:

“I could not have believed that such 
an Innocent face hid the heart of a 
cruel coquette, playing fast and loose 
with true men’s hearts.”

“Oh, don't! ” sobbed poor Daisie, 
flinching as from a blow, tod lifting 
tearful eyes, like violets drowned In 
rain," to the angry face of lier accuser.

“You deserve all I have said, and 
worse," retorted the widow vindictive­
ly, longing to shake the girl because 
she had wiled away the heart of Dal­
las Balk

With all her money and all her ad­
vantages, he had remained cold as ice 
to her blandishments; but she . had 
seen for herself that he was devoted 
to Daisie Bell.

And she knew that his acquaintance 
with her dated only from yesterday, 
because only last night she had met 
Annette Janowita at a dance,, and the 
excitable little thing, not knowing the 
harm she was doing, had blurted out 
the story of Daisie’s accident and the 
apparent,devotion of Dallas Bain.

“Oh, isn’t he grand and handsome! 
Just the,match for lovely Daisie Bell!
I declare, If I were not already en­
gaged to the dearest and fnoet Jealous 
fellow to the world, I should have 
been trying to flttt with Dallas Bain!” 
added Annette, rearranging the bunch 
of red roeea at her belt, and so fall­
ing to see the Jealous wrath on the 
little widow’s plnk-and-white face.

She waa fairly wild with annoy­
ance, bet ever then she did not com­
prehend the full extent of the mis­
chief, for Royall Sherwood, on leaving 
for New York that day, had confided 
to her that he was engaged to Daisie 
Bell, bnt that ehe had not wished to
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Pattern 3317 was employed for thla 
design. It Is cut In 7 Sizes; 34, 36, 38; 
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