
csa* iuk &| s :.
T.'

mmx

/

W 1
«

PAGE NINE======.*■■■■*' 
Ü ?

■ m-w i

m*.
~L S^Tk. S1

I
9®

r*«
4 rAS IklfJb\*

tf:

L::■ à..-»A— E5É
WW'- .V| 3- "

Iif‘ 1
three (toiler* for the whale arowd! 1 just 

<1 Woe wire ^■*■6 
they brought their prerentvwhst a terrible

"•‘ting for another Chnstroas, Roth had 
began to try before she ratt ham that

•^ftet make* yooroine 
cned Ted. that evening, when Ruth was 
ioeisting on hanging up her father* stock­
ing with the rest. "This moron* yet, 
fookedeasotan 1 jet hated Christmas, É 

but to-oight it'» fine. "
Ruth dM not say much then, but after 

the younger ones had gone to bed. «hr 
confessed, like a little girl, in her lath»*

, "But. Mr». Halliday. how can you 
-knew, when help that? There saa a -fot of the jitb

day. :, ; -,!"

“Why, Nan Hannon! “ cried Ruth, team re if 1 could riak hurting their (eel- 
suddenly waking up. "You murinV «ay mgr by bring the ftrst to break it off. "
«fob dreadful things! Dont you know Andgywt 1 dont doubt that the 
what Christmas means?" majority of them would thank you for

“Yea. of course. But it‘a hard just the **«*■ It ia ahaost certainly safe to as- 
same, and you know it. Ruthle! ffs the *“■* “■ because everybody * overburden- 
only time in the whole year that you get «* “ "*** *»y nowadays. Nest year 1 
Croat.” want you to have the courage and the

Ruth's consciente gave a twinge Vt that. P? «» wdta anch ol «hcaa girta a laving 
but before she had time to answer, Nan C“™*nl“ ,eM,r without «gift—and with- Doctor Harmon listened gravely to all
burst out, with a shout, "Oh! oh! There ““ ***" ““trcnrng a gift Ruth. dear, the story. "It'smy keaon, too. daughter.” 
comes the postman, with bis arms just I"***0” "* "**? Ch™tm“ » new he said, at last. “I needed it as much aa
full of things!" kmd—a. rather, the dear old kind? We you did. Ctene, let's go and at in that

" WaiVNan-do hr omet If crM R„th »iU tO' thmkmg about our fnends, and beautiful chair. Mrs. Halliday has done

following the excited child to the door] nHK^lor. me: I m take it
and forgetting juet as she had begun to . rush begiro. and if it turns now m the spun m which it seems to be
remember that .Thrist^sthey wouW P»“* «"“thing we can given, and enjoy it, too!" 
timeto be' cross. ** “ much tbe The nexl "“"“"fl the Harmon heure

"Don't jump around so. Nan- No r ! .v toVeaU' we U hav«rouraSe to rang with shouts of “Merry Christmas!" 
you're not to took at one thing until to’ C?mmerC‘al - eXchange ,dea At byeakfas' the chUdren sang the Chriri-
morrow. Oh, don't be so noisy, dear ' ÏÎ ** 08 from «"joying a present un- mas hymn, just as their mother always had 
Come, let me have every ont of those teautifol^ta! 77! * „ , “* d°"*' ""d although the doctor's eyes were
packages!” And with a revere secrecy be?“tlful day wt m11 ™*t *«t, they knew that he was glad. Then
but 4m a bit of the fun of Christmas *°*.y' ,a,id make it the sweet, came the "stocking-time, " as Nan called
mystery. Ruth carried the buAdles off into 7bt 5^? *7“ We ,kn?" “ ^ ,V and tha« *as “* «"** frolic from be- 
her own room while Nan went snt^mniv tot>t' * h^R dear, and will you try? ginning to end.sn The' z&srzsrz i"»«ead
would persist in thrusting its snout 
through the tlfsue-paper she was trying 
to wrap round it.

But as Ruth, atone in her room, 
laying the packages away in a drawer,

;
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“Do you here this, pope? Cm) and 
Ted ray they spent every cent of their 
money when they were down-town yester­
day, and they've just remembered that 
they didn't buy a thing for the cousins 
at Bloomington. And now to-morrow ia 
Christmas, and there Bloomington pim­
enta ought to have gone on this morning's 
mail!’'

Doctor Harmon laid down the news- It was a laughable picture the Harmons 
paper he had been scanning, and looked made at that moment. There stood the 
across the table at his older daughter, beautiful chair with the message of 
who was presiding over the silver coffee- "love and appreciation," and there stood 
urn with girlish dignity. The light from tlte whole family, fairly scowling at it. 
the window behind her shone through the Even eight-year-old Nan, who had been 
fluff of fair hair about her face, and the silently taking in all the Christmas^worry, 
doctoi thought with a pang how she was was puckering her face with the frown of 
glowing to look like the mother whore an anxious little young old woman, 
place she had been trying to (HI for four “We-eU, papa," ventured Ruth, after 
tong years. a moment, “I saw some perfectly beau-

Then the anxious expression on the tiful spoons yesterday. Of course one of
young face brought him back to what she them wouldn't be worth anything near 
hud twsuaetni. «OdJte. tunxd an thelowa. ^
boys almost sternly.

"What kind of a

-
f, *•...(
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"Now there's an example of it!" he 
exclaimed to Ruth. "That's.thelresult 
of my sending Robbv Merton a few 
flowers three years ago. First they came 
beck at us with silver, so that last year we 
thought we had to give them something-» 
what was it, a cut-glass pitcher?. And 
now took at that chair! What am f going 
todo?"
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(Continued on page 12)

STMASl 
\LKS« i"Get! get!" repeated Doctor Harmon, 

performance is that aUnost savagely, «• he tossed the card of 
for a pair of twelve-year-old boys! be Christmas greeting into the chair, and be- 
deihanded. ' You re getting large enough1 t0 thrust his l'eet into his overshoes 
now so that you ought to be a help to “No, daughter, I'm through! I'll get 
Ruth m these matters, instead of making nothing. They can come and take their 
her lake all the responribiflty for you. chair away it they want its exact value 
Dont you know it?"

covering partly torn off, ca 
§§B ' Yielding to a sudeif 
she slipped off the rest of the wrapping, 
and spread out upon her km a beautiful 
lace fichu.

The card with it bore thfo name of herStt&assiËiai
'one of unmixed bewildkrineat. It
beautifully made, with' rnws of littlel 
French knots in black heading the dainty 
lace fichu but it was suitable for al 

Hut, you can t mean it!” Ruth imatron of lixtyiB
cliSInSkEr fih ':'V«imu8‘.<fo something about j “Aunt Louise hasn't s,erf me for so. J

growing to iU,“N ^ Btawjngton cousins, too." 'kmg. she must think I'm terribly old!" I
different you'may take the consequences ,T' iff' o ff, 7* **fr' n*** ■ was. Ruth's first thought. "Oh. ii would 
f „ ■ y consequences, gently, but with absolute decision, "i be just the thine for Mi- Hallidav'"mU8"’6 may “hat I -ay. This thing has to stop washer second. Her fate flud^X

“Oh Tut papa we can't do that'" ^here, and tt may a. well Stop here." i gave a guilty look at the closed door.
., „ ' , . 5®^:,, , 1. !a 1 »«ro was no appeal from that, Ruth “Aunt Louise would nëvT know 5 the
Ruth protested, kou know Aunt Mary knew, but she was far from agreeing with ] thought ran on. "And it really isn't
always has them rend Carl and Ted such ,, anti ti,,. doctor had no 1 „ , . ,r y, 1
Invelv mines " I,' , ,'H Ullttor Md “aw started suitable for me to wear. It'» so dainty,
lovely th g . for his office than she made Carl and Ted l m going to do it!"
her father replied. "It's spoiling Christ- br^1®7tth*frpurcj7e*.oftcedayhefore- And before she had and time to repent,
mas the world over! No Ruth I've «rient1 > Wf’ y°U '? bought three OT four Ruth had written a Christmas message,
rms the world over I No, Ruth, I ve spent presents apiece for each other! " she com- enclosed it with the fichu in a daintv
all the money 1 shall on this year's Christ nleined ,fter .. gy-™. wit, ‘ ™ *lcnu “ * c~"lymas - and four times as much as 1 mold *" 1 w£swo w"1" eaçh package, and coaxed tong-suffering Nan
Xd To " Ume“l much a. I could of hem ! to fly to the mail-box for positively the

, “Courre! replied Ted. "Everybody last time "
ut, papa dear. t be u«h fix* that nowaday?. One prêtent ian‘t I Then the plunged into household duties

aimnlv can't Wave the Bkxmiiurtnn cnu». •* . ; with a wiU. By two o'clock in the after-
ins out and there's one other thint that's m T!10 ^ time‘ **• 11000 *** had accomplished wonders, and
uLbiin* me. too îtî^t^iïl hÜi ?£* *** ^ <* was just ready to sit down to work on the
ktoï YoftofT-*. U*“Üfg**nd,end *fn,t6 Bkfo'mng- lice tie whro a telegram was brought to - ■
“y- Y” W*.W '**» ***“• ton aa test as -roam." ;- —ft toMfeRuthI 1

araat do muMm for bar and —i-.i. ,V* d*mu"d 11 ***• but the end Hannon, and aha hastily tara open the 8

m -=èSSSttagsffij5a8g jtsnsetOf J
™ “t Aunt Louise. I

Mtow^fo.t'sTL'TrT e,XffL! *“ the tamUy were re8dy-*e had sat burning face with both hat,and 
aÜrtorTo tokTLfintl^fTi a f f 55”to «“•»«* *® the twin, were outwde at play; there was
S3* “ 8 h,|,h" * ^ «ft** fd to dte- no one to ree, and for several minute, die 1
scnooi gtre do you. tance had been safely started. But there sat there, silent. Then suddenly she jump-
eta^Tl^Sr fSEÏT * “*** •* "to te fee,.

ffritive toTTZbff ™to k made tldy' for the (me maid "It serves me right!" she said aloud.
to th'« fa f h m the Harmon kitchen was for from being "I knew as well »r any one that it wasn't

fdMnT ^nrean a thin B ,h! ^ U' ““ duti“ of thc i'1"1 nice to give away a present that had been
-■ÎSzÉsÊSm* ^ Ruth. *“ » **“ tfo half-finislttd, which made for me. I'm going might up to

■ , ,Tri tended. Quickly, with Ruy, planned to give to one of her girl Mrs. Halliday and tell her what I've
***** love at hi. wrier that went to Her head ached with-weannm, done."

Ü "Ï u, dear; it's «Ü right, " tear Twtoa fT'nTSfT IZ 1

«annga jbeggn counting up her Christmas ex would iiave to know aboutit almost stung 
!" unu*ue I p*""* mce mm- her into turning back; but one* she was

face to face with the sweet, white-haired 
lady she led come to see. she forgot Gray

zuratASBM

u^ht her cur-
■ tciiipiauuii, ' ' 1

i, _ ______  . , Tint too much, I tell you! —IdimWli •
"The twins, aa they are collectively Ulok at ,hat chair!" and with one last 

called in the family, made no answer, vindictive glanqe at the inanimate offender 1 
Carl (lid slu ug hi* shoulders a little and he buttoned his greatcoat around him and 
give a net vous laugh, but Ted kept his s,aned for the door, 
eyes on his plate and applied himself 
strictly to his breakfast.
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PHONE 228 PHONE 237

DO YOUR XMAS SHOPPING AT

BLAKENEY’S
Yo» are invited to come in and 

inspect our Stock

GIFTS TO SUIT ALL"There it is—the give and take idea!

I

mINCLUDING:
FANCY BOXES OF STATIONERY FROM

XMAS CARDS AND BOOKLETS 
CHILDREN'S BOOKS QF ALL KINDS 
LATEST BOOKS AfJD MAGAZINES

FRENCH IVOR
MADS AND NECKLACES 
BARGAINS IN WATCHES, FOBS AND CHAINS 
ALARM CLOCKS AND JEWELRY 
MOUTH ORGANS, GRAMAPHONES AND

FOUNTAIN PENS i ,
EVERSHARP PENCILS 
LEATHER PURSES, POCKET-BOOKS 
MUSIC ROLLS, SILK BAGS 
TOILET ARTICLES
RAZORS-DURHAM-DUPLEX A AUTOSTROP 
toys, DOLLS a NOVELTIES OF ALL KINDS 
MOVING PICTURE MACHINES 
MIRRORS A PICTURE FRAMES g „ 
XMAS DECORATIONS, XMAS CANDLES 
OHKAWARE
FLASH LIGHTS A ELECTRIC LIGHT BULBS 
POCKET KNIVES
SKATES, HOCKEY STICKS AND PUCKS 
SMOKERS’ SUPPLIES

•y-,''

25c. to >5.00.
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sgI" waded Nan. juri then 
"Papa’s about right, anyway. I think 
Christmas is the hardest time!"

“Don't interrupt me now, Nan," mur­
mured Ruth, in the midri of a column of

“0

theChn Fcr • .mall depo.it we will act aside any article 
you may wish for Xauu.SrTi

uh!" » glad it 
to ipe, and

STORES ^ STORES
The Wolfville 
Sport Shop
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