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CHRISTMAS IN HISTORY AND
TRADITION.

While shepherds watched their flocks
by night,
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.
el
‘ Th;lsh'ephei'dl who heard the
angel’s song and went “with haste”
to the birthplace at Bethlehem cer-
tainly took part in the first celebra-
tion of the Nativity, and the wise
men who came afterward, being led
by the wonderful star, may also be
regarded as taking part in this first
celebration of the Nativity, for the

name Epiphany did not come into use

until long afterward. When it was
first adopted by the oriental churches
it was designed to commemorate both
the birth and baptism of Jesus, which
two events the eastern church be-
lieved to have occurred on January 6.

There is still considerable doubt as
to whether ‘the 25th of December,
which is mow observed as Christmas
day, correctly fixes thie tume of year
when Christ was born. From Clem-
ent of Alexandria, it appears that
$n the first effort to fix the scason
of the Advent there were advocates
for the 20th or 21st -of April and
20th of May. Some communities of
Christians celebrated the festival on
the 1st or 6th of January; others
on the 29th of March, the time of
the Jewish Passover; while still
others observed it on the 29th of Sep-
tember, or feast of the Tabernacles.
Julius I., Bishop of Rome (A. D. 337-
352y, contended that the 25th of De-
cemher was the date of Christ’s birth,
and the majority of the eastern

churches ultimately came around to

this view. It is certain that a’ter St.
Chrysostom Christmas was observed
on Degember 26th by east and west
alike, ‘with the excoption of the “Ar-
menian church;, which 'still remains
faithful to Jannary 6.

There is every reason for believing
that Easter and jits accompanying

celebrations mark with tolerable ac-]|

curacy the anniversaries of the Pas-
sion and Resurrection of our Lord,
hecaufe we know that they took place
at the period of the Jewish Passover,
but there is no such certainty as re-
gards Christmas.

Sir Isaae Newton says: that the
feast of the Nativity, and most other
ecclesiastical anniversaries, were ori-
ginally fixed at cardinal points of
the year, without reference to the
date of the incidents which they com-
memorated, dates which, by the lapse
of time, it was impossible to ascer-
tain. Thus the Annunciation of the
Virgin Mary was placed on the 25th
of March, or about the time of the
vernal equinox; the feast Oof St.
Michael on the 20th of 'September,
or near the autumnal equinox; and
the birth of Christ at the time of
the winter solstice. Christmas was
fixed at the time of year when the
most celehrated festivities of the an-
cients were held in honor of the re-
turn of the sun., The Saxons and
other morthern nations kept d festival
at this time of year in honor of Thor,
in which they mingled feasting, drink-
ing and daneing with sacrifice and
religious rites. It was called Yule or
Jule, the deriyation of which has
caused much dispute among’ anti-

quaries. The Bacchanalia and Saturs’
nalia of the Romans had apparently ||

the game object as Yuletide, or feast

of the morthern nations, and: were}!

probably adopted from sorie more an-

cient nation, as the Grecks, Mexicans, [
Persians, and Chinese had something’

similar. Presents were givenp and re
ceived as.are Christmas presents in
these days. Towards the end of" the
feast, when the sun was on its re-
turn, and the earth conmsidered reno-
vated, a king or ruler was chogen,

with considerahle power granted to

him, from which may have sprubg
some oI the; 'lkwelfth Night revels,

mingled with those of the Manifesta-
tion afd Adoratian of the Magi. In k
all § pbiahi_lﬁu.pwg_. customs  were
adoﬁred ‘from the. festivals of the an-
cienrt)s. such as decking: with evers
green and mistletoe and the wassail

bowl. =5 188 i i
I _known' 'that the {feast of’ the

Nativity Was ohserved as early as the
and that it was ket
up by the primitive Christians eyen

first century, -

in the dark days of persecution.

the roek heywn tombs of thacatas
combs of Home they wrote  the't]
thoughts 'that were most conisoling,’

or printed on, the walls  the Tigures

that gave them most pleasure. They i

are takem from the Bible, and ‘the’

_one that fells!of théir Christmas joys
ration  Magi™ In

hurehes no festival ‘wa

heasts; Bacchus as the god of the

vintage ; Psyche, the butterfly of the |not have been defeated by:the Danes.
soul, and Jordan as the god o" the | The Norman kings and nobles dis-

entertained, and the most important | ward the Confessor and Henry 1.
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Taken from The Planet fyles from
Nov. 9, 1865, to Nov. 16, 1865.

#Chatham Planet has again been
vietorious in Windsor for $100 against
time."

ed in Essex.
A warning was published for clti;

zens to be on the lookout for counter-
feit money.

“On the 17th of: October, the day

John Powell, who lives on lot num-
ber 6, on ‘the Middle Road, Raleigh,
left home hetween eight and nine

o'clock a. m, During the day, Mrs.

A Surprise in Biscuils

Every box of Mooney’s Perfection
Cream Sodas you open—you Wi

find a new delight in" these dainty
biscuits,

about an hour; and when she came
back it was, discovered that a chest
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&
stolen were Tifty dollar California
gold pieces. No trace of the thieves

has yet been discovered.”
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Powell , went out of the house for 2nd prize Geo. Hoffman, 3rd prize | M
[ Hugh McCallum.
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§ 2 containing 2 quantity of money had
When you want to surprise yourself, been pried open, and about $750 car-

give your appetite a treat with

Coig, 2nd prize Wm. Campbell,
prize Richard Young.
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tion. There was also an outflow of
generous hospitality toward the poor,
who had a hard time of it the rest
of the year.

During the re'gn of Alfred the
Great, a law was passed with rela-

Mooney’s @
Perfection Cream Sodas

the “full twelve holy days,” he would

rivers. played their taste for magnificence
Rk o K in the most remarkable manner at
While it fs not known who first |their ; coronations, tournaments and
preached the gospei 10 Britain, it is {their celebration’ of Christmas, Haster

tered with the Roman invasion in A. | festival all the prelates and nobles
D. 43, Tt is certain that very early | Were obligad to attend their sovereign
in the Ohristian era Christmas was to assist in the administration of
celebrated in Britain, mingling some justice, and in deliberating on the
of the winter festival customs of the |great affairs of the kingdom. On
Oncient Britons and  the Roman in- |these tccasions the king feasted his
vaders, and traces of these celebra- [ Nobles and gave them . presents as
tions. are -still seen in -some of the marks of his royal favor. :

Christmas customs of modern times. The crusades had a wonderful in-

The outgoing of the Romans and | fluence upon the literary taste as
the incoming of 'the Angles, the | well as.the nationa)l manners and fes-
Saxons an® the Jutes 'was ‘dis- | tivities of Christmastide. On their re-
astrous to. the Christmas festival, for turn from the hoiy land the pilgrims
the invaders were heathens, and and crusaders hrought mew subjzcts
Christianity was swept westward be- foctheatrical rep-escntation, founded
fore them, They had lived in a part | ou the objects of their deyotion and
of the country not reached by Chris- | incidents of their wars, and the early
tianity, and they worshiped the false | mysteries and other plays of Christ-
gods of Woden -and Thunder, and |mas, among them ‘that of 'St.George
were addicted to many heathen prac- and the Dragon, wh.ch has survived
tices, some of which now mingle with to modern times probably owe their
the festivities of Christmastide. origin to this period.

The Christmis festival was observ- 1t was at the Christmas festival of
ed by the missionaries, headed by Au- 1214 that the barcns demanded from
gustine, who came to the south of | King John the document, which, as
England from Rome, and in the|the toundation of Eng.ish liberties, is
northermn part of the country they |known by the name of Magna Charta.

VAN ZANT ENGQUIRY.

Feature of Wednesday Was the Fric-
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e evidence in the Van
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t Van Zant were forgotten, and
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d against Guard.

3 Toronto, Dec. 20.
tion to holidays, by virtue of which | ap:
= the twelve days after the Nativily| yes
they are mnot absent. There is Or- |Were set apart for the celebration | Zgnt matter.

¢ of the Christmas festival. It is said iotion between
pheus playlng on his harp to the|y,¢ but for Alfred’'s observance of :rx;?lm;{)omea: Ca

particularly - directe

Commisgsioner: Judd
il  along  with .Pro-
er Harris and In-
h. The -dnvestiga-

tion will continue on Tuesday, Jan.’

almost certain that Christianity en- and Whitsuntide. At the Christmas |will visit the ja

JUST WHERE THE DANGER LIES.

In many catarrh snuffs, cceaine. is
used ingredient ; in ocon-
drug habit ' may be
o be really cured ‘of’ oa-
quickly, safely and
pleasantly, doctors say Catarrhozone
is supevior to any other
heals sore places, stops
awking, spitting a
s this by first destroying,
the cause of the dis
zone is no experimen
and provea cure th
for bronchial, threat,
Two sizes, 2sc. and $1.00,

t, it is a.tried
at is guaranteed

CLAIM $1,814,000.

were revived by the Celtic mission- John’s tyranny had pecome intoler-

aries from' fona, under Aidan, the able, apd the hopes of ~the people | Ganadian Bankers’
mands Renavmen
Toronto, Dec. 20.
Ontario Bank of the
is demanded of Charles Mc
A writ was issued yes-
n at Osgoode Hall by
K.C., on behalf of the

famous Columbian monk. hung oh the fortunes of the Krench

Christmas was Tow celebrated as|campaign, in which he was then en-
the principal festival of the year,the gaged. After his defeat and return
Anglo-Saxon forefather delighting in|to England, the barons met secretly
the festivities of the holy month, as and swore to demand the restora-

they calledthe month of December. tion of their liberties by charter un-
At these time2s the Ang'o-Saxon and der the king’s seal. Having agreed terday afternool
afterwards the Danish kings of Eng-|to assemble loc th's puipose at Ch ist-
land lived in state, and were sur- mas, they separated. On the feast of | Canadian
rounded with all the great men of | Epiphany the barons assembled in
their k ngdom (together with strang- | London and demanded of the Kking

ers of ralfc) who were sumptuously | his confirmation of the laws of Ed-

affaira of state were under considera- | John met the harons with an abso-
lute refusal, hut, finding them firm,
pleaded for time to consider. This
was granted, and in 1215, knowing it
to be inevitable, called the barons to
Runnymeade and there signed the
great charter,

During the reign of Henry VIL a
statute wag passed prohibiting card
playing, except at Christmas. It was
a universal custom to play cards at
Christmas. Persons who never play-
¢d at any other time felt bound to
do so at this season. The practice
bad even the sanction of the law.

During the reign of James I. the
Christm.s entertainmonts consisted
chiefly 'of the magnificent masques
of Ben Johnson and others, who, by
their previous training, had acquired
a mastery of the dramatic act,: The
company ' te which Shakespeare be-
longed becams the king's players.
Very early in this reign plays gave
place to the qmore costly and elabor-
[{ate entertainments called masques,
very different to the dumb show
masques of Elizabeth's reign or the
low  buffoonery masques of earlier
times.

Efforts of the Puritans to abolish
Christma##% were a failure. An ordin-
ance was issued prohibiting the per-
formance of plays. Some of the shops
of London were kept open on Christ-
mas day. the people fearing the popish
ob.ervance of the day, The Puritans
gradually prevailed, and in 1647 some
A'parish officers were . CO itted for
| permitting ministers to ‘preach upon
Christmas day, and for adorning the
chureh. The citizens of London made
a stout resistance. They declared they
would go to church, and mady minis-
ters promised ,t; lbgtrpudy‘ for the :
- with prayer and lecture. In spite o
dian industry. - W] the acts of Lhe Puritans and the sup-

. - pression of (Christmas observanee in
fill in'the eous high places, the old customs and fes-
1r°nbe10"-¢\\! B tivities were still observed in differ-
‘itoutandtake TR ent parls of the country, but with
‘to your dealer = ; less -ceremony, : o
or send to the 4 S S

THE GROWTH
OF CULTURE

The day .is rst when culture
and true social enjoyment. were
confined to the few—to the privi-
le‘ged ¢classes. We live in a day
of enlightenment and democracy,
Kqual  educational = advantages,
equal opportunities for culture and
enjoyment of tlose things in life
that are best worth while, °
The luxuries of yesterday are |

the necessitles of to-day, and inthe
musical world nothing is more
noticeable than the demand of all'”
classes for the highest - possible
:fndexolvpinno. The piano manu-
acturer who meets this demand‘is
‘never slack for want of orders.

f e THE

1

New Scale Williams

PIANO

is Canada's greatest piano, “Its
improvements and ‘latest fea-"
tures have gone far toward creats
ing a better appreciation of good
music. all over Canada. It miore
nearly approaches the ideal piano
han any other K b
Its tone; quality; construction
and architectural beauty-are une
excelled. For good mnsic, for
accompanying ‘the. solo voies or
chorus song, -great artists " all
‘over the worid are loud in its
‘praises. And yet it is a Canadian-
mstmment—g:rhnpl the highest
exponent of 1an 1
1f you will
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i Removal

now on sale for $2.98
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FREE TO YOU AND EVER{ SISTTR SUFFER-
me‘ r:\ou WOMEN'S AILMENTS.

1 know woman's sufferings.
I have found the cure. =
free of any charge, my home treat-
ment wi i
women's ailments. I want to tell all womenabout
this cure — you, my reader, for yoursélf, your
daughter, your mother,
tell you how to cure you
the help of a doctor.
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75 Pair Men's Patent Colts in Button, Blucher
and Bal Cats, all sizes, regular $3.50 and $4.00 shoes

Bring your feet with you and get fitted.

J. L. CAMPBELL

THE BOSTON SHOE STORE
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THE NEW HOME OF THE

CANADA ‘BUSINESS COLLEGE, GHATHAM, ONT.,
7 CANABAS GREATEST SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
1t's 30 years of high-class work, backed by this SPENDID EQUIPMENT O
GROl}ﬁDﬁ. representing n outlay of nearly (§30,000) THIR'
l:e paying of your RAILWAY Fa

great sticcess in placing gra, uates in good positions, places its
NOT PAY THE STUDENT to go
British Columbii on ‘the

CAN

CHOPLOLIEOHO LIS LOE OO LSE GHO LI OHOLILETOTOE
@ J¢'e ‘the Carbon in Coal that Burns.”

.
¥ BUILDING AND
DOLLARS, coupled
of these ¢ mbined with its
advantages so far above its eon
and is drawing students
West, THE ENGLISH SPEAKING
IN GO D POSITIONS LAST YEAR. DECEMBER IS ONE OF
THE BEST MONTHS IN WHICH TO START.

IF YOU CANNOT COME TO CHATHAM and want to

manship, we can train you at yo

learn Book-keeping, Shorthand, er Pen-
ur home in these branches through Our COURSE BY MAIL.
Ot Magnificent Catalogues will e you all about these Courses.

Catalogue F tel}s aboutith ‘PRAINING AT CHATHAM.

Catalogue E tells about the HOME COURSES. 'Write for the one you want.

'NIGHT SCHO

CLASSES. in < BOOK-KEEPING,  SHORTHAND, PENMA
GRAMMAR AND SPELLING on Monday, Wednesday and Friday Evi
vidual instruction is given, and Students may commence atany time,

articulars, DP. éuc"mu &

NSHIP, CORRESPONDENCE,
enings of each week. In-
Call, write or 'phone for

QO.. Chatham, Ont

POTOTOTOTIVTIET

 GENUINE GAS COKE

Is Practically ALL Carbon.

IT" CAN r‘ids‘,ﬁ:iv'él.\'v:!sgl PI;OVEN BY DOZENS OF USERS
IN. CHATHAM THAT FROM

26 to 30 Per Cent. .

CAN BE SAVED BY USING .

'NUINE GAS
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TO THE ELECTORS

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY
OF. CHATHAM. !
Ladies and Gentlemen: :
I am @ candidate for the position
of Mayor of the City of Chatham
for 1907. Some years ago I appeal-
ed to you for support for the same
office, and although unsucessful, I
trost that my actions at the Coun-
oil Bpard since ghat time will war-
rant your support and confidenoe in
the coming election. If elected you
can depend that my best energies
will be devoted to your interests.
Thanking you for past favors, I
Yours faithfully, .

. «

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY
OF CHATHAM:
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am a candidate for the office
of Mayor of the city of Chatham for
the year 1907, and respectfully ask
for your vote and inflmence.

If electg_d I shall endeavor faith-
fully to discharge the duties of the
high office, and shall place my time,
emergies and best judgment unreserv-

2dly at the service of the city.

Thanking you for the support you
have so kindly given me in the past,
I am,

Yours faithfully,
THOMAS SCULLARD.

‘| TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY

OF CHATHAM.

Ladies and Gentlemen: .
I am again a candidate for the
position of Alderman of the Maple
City, and would irespectfully solicit
your vote and influence, promising’
at a1l times 'to serve the city to the

best of my ability.
JOHN EDMONDSON. '

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY.
OF CHATHAM.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

As a npumber of my friends have
asked me to place my name before
the public for alderman for the year
1907, T Have decided to do so. If
you see fit to support me, I will do
all in =7 power to keep down need-

{less expenses. I was born in  this

jty, and I do take interegt in the
city’s welfare. Hoping you may mark
your hallot for me, and wishing you
the compliments of the season, Ire-
main,
Respectfully yours,
¥. E. BAXTER.

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY
OF CHATHAM.

Ladies and Gentlemen: S

For the third time i am a candi«
date for the Council (1907).

I deem it (proper to express my
views on some important questions.

1. I believe the city property own-
ers are taxed to the limit of endur-
ance. If elected, I shall support
conservat.ve, judicious economy, con-
sistently with adequate mervices to
the people.

2. 1 believe mo .more bonuses or
gifts should be given to new com-
pamies except under special circom-
stances, and in no case without un-
doubted security.

3. 1 believe in establishing up-to-
date bathing and swimming baths
for the citizens. :

4. 1 believe the Board of Healthi
should be re-organized for better

.| service and at greatly reduced ex-

5. I believe the ralways and tele-
pholne company should be made to
toe the mark as to their agreements,
I fought them before and will fight
them again if necessary.

6: I will not talk to the good la-
dies, as they will do all the talking
for me ‘themselves.

GEO. G. MARTIN. '

Chatham, Dec. 15th, 1906. !

——————

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY

OF CHATHAM.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am a wvandidate for election to
the Board of Education for the en-
suing year. If my stewardship dur-
ing the past two years on the School
Board has met with your approval,
T would respectfully solicit your vote
and influence. Wishing you the com-
pliments of the season, I am,

Yours faithfully,
W. C. McARTHUR.

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY
i OF CHATHAM.

Ladies and Gentlemen: !

At the request of a large number
of the ratepayers’of the city, I bave
consen to become a candidate for
the Board of Education for 1907, and
respectfully ask your support by
your vote and jafluence. If eleot-
ed, I shall eavor to be worfhy
of your confidence. As it will be im-
possible for me %o make @ personal

| canvass of the whole city, I take

this. means ' of soliciting your sup-
Wishing you the compliments of

the season, I am §

Respectrully yours, - i
J. C. McLEAN.

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY
- OF CHATHAM.
La(*ias and .Gentlemen:

Iam a candidate for the Board of
Education for 1907 and shall be
ra{;tul for your support if you think
‘am worthy of it. My main object
in getting on the Public School Board

last Japnuary was as my printed plat-
form showed, to work for the estab-

lishment of a Boar ucation in

“Ward system,

i , of the present 0
'and the records will show that I have

carried out my promises in that as
well as ™ other matters. Following
my custom of last year I shall later
plice my printed platform in the
hands of every elector. I was onl
a pupil of the
of this.




