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chafe flaves on the Coafts of Africa, and they, their children and pofte. -
rity, were declared the property of the purchafers, and of thofe to
whom they were afterwards fold. That by the ftatute 30. Geo. 3. c.
27. made after the clofe of the late-unhappy war, it is enacted, « That
« from and after the 1ft day of Auguft, 1790, if any perfon or perfops,
s« being fubjecs of the Territorics or Countries belonging to the U-
« nited States of America, fhall come from thence, together with
<t his or their family or families, to any of the Babama or Bermuda or
s Somers Iflands or to any part .of the Province of Quebec, ar Nova-
« Scolia, or any of the Territories belonging to His Majefty in Nor/h-
s« Aumerica, for the purpofe of refiding and fettling there, it fhall be law-
« ful for any fuch perfon or perfons, having firft obtained a licence for
« that purpofc from the Governor, or inhis abfence from.the Licute-
« nant Governor of the faid Iflands, Colonies, or Plantations refpec-
« tively to import into the fame in Britifh fhips, owned by His Majef-
« ty’s fubjects, and navigated according to Law, any negroes, houfehold
« furniture, utenfils of hufbandry, er cloathing free of duty.”” And itis
«« alfo enacted by the faid ftatute * that all fales or bargains for the' fale
« of any negro, houfehold furniture, utenfils of hufbandry or cloath-
« ing fo imported which fhall be made within twelve calendar months
« after the importation of the {ame (except in cafeof the Bankruptcy
« or death of the owner thereof) fhall be null and void to all intents
« and purpofes whatfoever.”

That if any doubt remained before the pafling of this Act whether
flavery really, under any modification, exifted in this Province, the Pe-
urioners flatter themfelves this fatute exprefsly recognizes its exiftence:
in the fame manner as it prevailed in all His Majefty’s Plantations in
America before the late war, v : -

That the Petitioners can affure this Houfe with confidence, that ma-.
ny faithful and loyal fubjects of i=is-Majefty,  after expofing their lives.
in his fervice, and facrificing almoft the whole property they were pof-
{effed of in the late calamitous war, came into this Province with their-
flaves under the facred promife held out to them in the laft mentioned
ftatute, and from an idea lately gone abroad, that flavery does not exift
* in this country, have found that their flaves on whom was. all their de-.

; . pendence.



