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Her Second Chance
^ By Mra N ELUE L McCLUNC
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but there* nothing aad a boat it But 
to try your livin' best and at ill hare to go 
under—that'» awful!" This nice ethical 
discrimination would do credit to a moral­
ist of three times Pearl’s year». Cer­
tainly Pearl was not an average ordinary 
thirteen-year-old girl. Had she been so 
this story would not have had Ur for its 
special character Pearl was surely a 
forceful as well as sweet and womanly 
character who naturally abounded in 
good works. SU biased a broad trail 
up to tU heights of meritorious endeavor 
for tU guidance oI her household with Ur 
own email hands. SU flitted through 
tU district school curriculum with a wand 
of optimistic faith as to tU values of his­
tory and geography for her fellow pupils 
•a one hand, and a red and gold " Escel- 
eior” banner for Ur teacher in the otUr; 
her bright hopefulness rescued this numlw 
ed, desponding pedagogne from the rock 
of pessimistic stoicism and landed him 
”his own man again" on the fair wharf of 
revived confidence. She entered the 
minister's study and induced that worthy 
to open up and operate both Sunday 
School and church service in the district 
schodhouse, and, what was infinitely 
more difficult, persuaded the minister's 
somewhat obtrusive better-half to let him 
go. She importuned the hotelkeeper 
to refuse liquor on the 1st of July to a hard 
drinker, whose wife and child had set 
their hearts on having a family group 
photograph (to send "down East"), 
because hill's lower lip in "liquor" pre­
cluded all desirable possibility of achieving 
this worthy intention should he get 
drunk. Of course Bill obtained the liqi

t*st the same, but not from the hoj 
eeper, and died from its effects, 
heartened up young Bud Perkins* tottering 

religious faith to its fall over therirequent 
snags of parental insincerity, b<a prompt 
and decisive prayer meeting of two mem­
bers, herself and Bud, held out in the 
summer meadow, kneeling one on each 
side of a division-line wire fence. She did
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in trader Hh* entered Ike W I*. T. V.
medal contest at Ike eleventh hoar, 
sad wit howl either training or esprriewr* 
eirept the apparently a Wetring instincts 
of her owe bright - ommoo 
temperance elevation me 
carefully trained contestants 
owl on behalf of her < 
brothers a magna charte f«»r their despot*- 
anal to sign ia hopeful emulation *4 that 
noteworthy document so prod ortie* of 
benefits to the historic borons, who 
compelled their king's signal are so many 
years ago, aad with equally successful
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She acted a» emergence secretary 
and "look I hr minute»" of lac Indies' 
Aid Society, red wring to paper verbatim, 
as mark •« owe pew could handle, of the 
•mip that precipitated itself pell-mell 
from lip to ear at the tumult wows gather­
ing. and ia the subsequent reading thereof 
caused as much chagrin ia the Aid as the 
farmer Ml when hr found his nam* at- 

I to a bona-fide not* instead of the 
•-la-bwy-it-if-satisfactory *

meat b* credulously presumed he was sign­
ing. She ushered in the redeeming quali­
ties of repentence and confession to Bud 
Perkins' wily old father who had 
"plugged" the wheat and left Bud to sell 
it unwittingly, snd he the scapegoat of the 
neighborhood's contumely when the plug­
ging was discovered She converted the 
hitherto a neon vert a Me hotelkeeper to 
abandon the sale of latoiicanl fluids and 
close hie den of iniquity permanently. 
Indeed from the cradle to th* grave there 
did not seem to be an emergency contin­
gent to humanity in the neighborhood 
that Peariie could not alleviate hr her 
whole-souled and active concern. Every­
body's trouliles were her trou Wes,, yet 
treated not as troubles hut as stepping 
stones to higher ground. With all her 
bright cheerfulness, intrepid | I 
engaging wit. motherly kindness, viva^ 
cious philosophy, unfailing ingenuity, 
stout loyalty and religious ferver, Jmarl 
WaUon is still easily a possibility. > 
the setting her counterpart is attainable 
to anyone wishing to reach/her level. 
Throughout the whole story jyfitch sparkles 
with quaint Irish wit. bright dialogn*. 
snd highly amusing indents, the reader's 
interest has never a mbment to falter.

Mrs. McClung gi^s a few sudden sharp 
stabs at th* lligfiland Scotch, but aa 
though in timelier compensation she 
credits a S^richman with the liveliest 
sentiments A charity toward his fellows 
and placeghim nest the minister in genuine

Frpm the doughty old man Perkins 
"always kept his religion in his 

lie's name," "plugged" his wheat from 
/conscientious motives, he being under 

obligations to himself so to do because 
"a farmer has to hold his own against 
everybody else”—versatile Perkins who 
coolly credited his neighbor with two 
pair of twins, without which padded census 
the school grant could not be obtained, 
nor did he fail to supply set. age, names 
and other incidental particulars, as the 
deputy educationist's growing suspicions, 
seemed to necessitate—who could spin
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» variety of wedding yarns of the dridlest 
and most ingenious pattern* -who was in 
short a good neighbor without a trouble­
some conscience—from him down to the 
smallest individual in the story, every 
figure is consistent and well rounded out.

Sprinkled throughout the Imok are the 
dantiest little touches r4 virant y. pathos 
and philosophy, some merry, some wad. 
and all the overflow of an understanding 
heart.

To one of the small Walton's who 
aaked her where her dead husband was. 
Aunt Shenstone, who lived with them, 
alisent-mindedly replied : "If there’s a 
quiet field up in heaven with elm trees 
around it -*lm tr««« full of «ingin- bird*, 
a field that slopes down maybe to the 
River of Life, a field that they want 
plowed. Bill will Ik- there with old Bess 
and Doll, eteppin" along in the new Mark
furrow in his bare fret singin'........... and
maybe the marsh marigolds and butter­
cups bloom all the year........... and the
plowing is good—that’ll just suit your 
uncle Bill.”

"The Second Chance" is a book' that 
deserve» great favor. It is a clean book 
with a strong tendency towards temper­
ance, and it carries a message of cheer 
to industry trying to "make go*»d" in a

"The Second Chance" will be sent to 
any reader «4 The Guide for fll.fi post­
paid. Apply to Book Department, The 
Grain («rower»' Guide, Winnipeg.

The faculty of Brandon college have 
waited u|»on the provincial government 
and asked that the college be given de 
gree conferring powers.

Earthquake shock» have caused a 
great lows of life ia Aala-Roaem.
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