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later they will eompel the Ilouae of Com- 
mona to recognize them and give them a 
square deal. Thie ta the moat hopeful aigu 
of democracy that haa been seen since the 
time of Confederation.

THE NEED OF DECIDED ACTION
The arrival of the farmere at Ottawa on 

December 16 ia being awaited with intenae 
intereat by the members of the Ilouae. The 
fact that 40,000 Canadian farmers deem it 
worth while to send seven hundred delegates 
to Ottawa at the coat of $50,000 commands 
aerioua consideration. It comes home to the 
members of the House of Commons that if 
they had been doing their duty as legisla
tors the farmers’ delegation would not have 
gone to Ottawa. There is no other construc
tion to put u|»on the movement. Represen
tative government at Ottawa has proved a 
decided failure. The Western farmere have 
elected men to represent them and to pro
tect their interests in the House of Com
mons, only to be laughed at and ignored by 
their members when election day ia past. 

.If the Western members of the Ilouae of 
Commons were not al«solutely false to the 
trust reposed in them the pr-io-ut situation 
would not have arisen. The Western mem 
hers know full well what the Western farm
ere want, and they also know that the 
farmers represent a large majority of the 
Western people. No person can doubt the 
justice of the farmers' demands, and yet 
their representatives have ignored them 
There is not s single member in the House 
of Commons who has publicly expressed his 
belief m the justice of the organised farmers " 
demands. Thu eecute incredible yet it is 
true. Are the farmers too radical I They 
were not too radical when they elected those 
gentlemen to Ottawa. If the Western mem 
hers stood together to protect the interests 
of their constituents they could force the 
hands of any government To the ordinary 
member of llie House of Commons the “good 
of the party” comes Ural, while the people 
m the country care not about party eo long 
as they get a square deal. The organised 
farmers eliould not go to the great expense 
and peine of presenting their case at Ottawa 
unleee they do it in clear and uniuutakahlr 
terms 11 m time to read the “Riot Act" 
to eome of the murepreseolalivee at Ottawa 
They should lw given to understand Ihel 
their tenure of other u short unless their 
methods change In Western Canada every 
mao favors govrramru ownership and 
operation of the Hudsons Hay Railway and 
the terminal elevators, and yet eome of our 
members and also members of the Govern
ment tell ue the- do uoi
believe in the principle of government 
ownership " With all due reaped to these 
gentlemen, they should be must clearly 
informed that it u the will of the people, 
and not of two or three men, that are sup
posed to prevail in Itritiali dominions If
the members of parliament and government 
are not prepared to obey the ertll of Uu 
people then it Is Urns they gave way to men 
who are iras démocrate The orgemird 
farmers have nothing to gain by undue 
humility to the members of the House of 
Com moos or the government They liaie 
right on their side and sooner or later there 
com re a day of reckoning lor all those who 
openly and insolently refuse to regard the 
voice of the people.

* HOW TO TAME THE U0N
IW ImMs |gg|

The Manufacturers' Association u ex
horted by its friends to give “the plainsmen 
S good time," when they eome down to 
roofer with Sir Wilfrid Laurier on reci
procity and tariff reform The idea is to 
awe and overwhelm "the plainsmen ' by 
the magnifl. rove of the worke of protection, 
eo that when he gore berk to hu cabin en 
in the dan l mg snows of the lonely prairie.

he will be a shorn Samson, an inert and 
collapsed revolutionist The Sun hopes that, 
if the idea is adopted, the Manufacturers’ 
Association will show its best wares in a 
procession culminating in a climax of wonder 
and awe. It will first show its material 
achievements— the factories whose em
ployees, buying the farmer’s produce, werè 
to make rural Ontario rich and happy— 
the mansions, anil the great city spreading 
out over the adjacent Helds. It will then 
show its charities, ils university and its 
meagre cash balances. Next it will show its 
best inventions, and to that end it could not 
do better than entertain the wild plainsman 
and grangers for a whole day in its Toronto 
Merger Factory, where, at this moment, 
fifteen mergers are’in all stages of manufac
ture. It might then show a made merger at 
work, one of the flour milling mergers, for 
example, in which a property valued by its 
owner to Ilia hank for borrowing punaises 
at a little more than a million, was merged 
and sold for more than three millions. A 
souvenir block of flour or cement or cotton 
common would make this |iart of the show 
a delightful and profitable entertainment. 
And last, it will display its moral and 
intellectual forces. Among these, it will 
allow its Knights. The plainsman, who ia 
to hold his grandchildren s|w!lhound in the 
chimney corner, ought to hear Sir George 
Ross and see at least one of the Knights 
of St. John of Jerusalem. The plainsmen 
ought on no account to lie allowed to board 
the homeward train without seeing the 
donkey engine of protection, the Empire 
Club, puffing and foaming with ita fardels 
of never ending misery and sus|>ense. If 
tliia plan of giving a good time lie followed. 
The Sun haa no doubt that at the end of 
the allow the Manufacturers’ Aasoeiation 
may with safety put its head in the lion’s 
mouth.

PREMIER R0BLIN FAVOR \Pf E
Direct legislation is rapidly growing in 

favor ami will moat assuredly lie on the 
statute Imoks of Manitoba within a very 
abort time. The chief trouble in securing 
such reforms ia in enlisting the sympathy of 
men in high places Hut in Manitoba 
Premier Kohlin haa taken the lend and has 
stam|wd with hia approval the principles 
of the Initiative and the Referendum, and 
has even gone so far as to recommend the 
same principlee to Kir Wilfrid Isaurier as a 
fair and just means of settling the boundary 
■I uni ion In a letter to Kir Wilfrid on 
October 17, 1910. which Kir Wilfrid read in 
the House of Commons on December 5, Mr 
Kohlin said:

"If yee will wake yeer pfepeeliles asd It 
terse eel le be Serb es I reseel erreyl I will, 
eitb yeer epprevel, sebelt tbs iwo yre|«si 
•lees Jltwrlly te Iks peeple of tbls previaee 
for Ihetr reeoigerellee sod dor Isles, se ike 
yctarlpie ef Me lalusure sad Ue ■eferes 
Sam."

Thus Mr. Roblin approves of Direct l«egia- 
lation as the surest way of securing the will 
of the people. Advocates of Direct l«egisla- 
lion will he glad to know that the premier 
of Manitoba is so favorably imprresrd with 
ita fundamental principles Several mem
bers of the legislature are also in favor of 
Direct legislation and It merely needs now 
a strong nubile opinion in supiwii of it to 
be enacted into law. The system of popular 
legislation that haa made Oregon such a 
land of freedom and, opportunity has also 
something for our XX’rstrrn Provineea. True 
democracy demanda that all power shall «I 
all limes reside in the hands of the people

The beneficiaries of the Canadian 
protective tariff are urging that the 
government appoint a tariff rom misai on 
before making any alterations in the 
present schedule It hss only been four 
yesrs since s tariff commisaion loured Can

ada. The verbatim report of the evidence 
which they took then is in Ottawa now aud 
comprises 3,500,000 words. This evidence 
if gotten out in book form would make 
thirty-five ordinary sized volumes. Surely 
that is enough information for the govern
ment to work upon. The ap|»ointiueut of a 
tariff commiasion will he a farce and will 
he utterly useless as an attempt towards 
giving the farmers a square deal. The 
appointment of a tariff commission will be 
nothing more nor less than a political dodge 
to stave off trouble until after the next 
Federal election. If the government at 
Ottawa on December 16, in replying to the 
farin.-rs’ delegation, .promises to appoint a 
tariff commission it will be tantamount to 
an absolute refusal to consider the demand 
of the farmers for tariff reduction.

The organized farmers are to be received 
by the members of the Government and by 
members of both political parties on Decem
ber 16. The hour of meeting is to be from 
ten o’clock in the morning till one o’clock 
in the afternoon, giving the farmers three 
hours in which to make their case. This will 
be plenty of time to demand a square deal 
on the tariff (and no tariff commission) ; 
government ownership and operation of the 
Hudson’s Bay Railway and the terminal 
elevators; amendments to the railway act 
to place a fair share of the responsibility 
upon the railways for stock killed upon their 
tracks; the enactment of the cooperative 
bilb, and the investigation of the chilled 
meat industry with a view of having a com
plete service inaugurated by the government

•lust at present there is a Hank Clerks’ 
Association of Canada in the process of 
organization, by which the hank clerks hope 
to secure heller financial récognition 
tlietr employers. It is a worthy object, for 
if any Canadian institution it side to |«ay 
hot-will not, it is the banka The hank 
managers are looking very austere and have 
intimated t liât the clerks' organization 
should nul lie secret. Everything, they say, 
should he frank between employer and em
ployee. Yes, but the clerks know how soon 
their heeds will go if they are open as their 
manager» want them to be. The "frank. 
Ovsa" of the Hankers’ Association is prob
ably the example which the clerks have in 
mind when organizing.

One of the remarkable things about the 
llntiali elections* la that such a long time ie 
consumed in (Hilling. Instead of the election» 
I wing held on the one day as in Canada or 
the Coiled Males, it ia spread over a week 
or leo days Tina eystrm of voting in Eng
land ta a relie of the day» of special 
privilege. The (whey of “one mao, one 
vote," which prevails in this country, does 
not prevail in England. Ity having the 
election on different days an opportunity 
ta afforded fur "plural voting." so that one 
man may (mil a considerable number of votes 
in the one elect ion Koch a system would 
not be tolerated in Canada, and will probably 
not survive many year» in England

The argument that protection helps the 
farmers by providing a home market for 
thnr produce ia ex|dudrd. Farmer» now see 
that the price received for their surplus In 
the world’s markets regulates the home
print

From the time a man ia horn until he 
Bleeps beneath a lomlistooe he pays tribute 
to the power of epeeial privilege m Canada. 
Hut time» are rhanging and right will 
prevail.

J 4. Ilill haa hern down to New York 
again shaking Up the stork market by hia 
"blue ruin" predictions lie is the p'nncr 
of pemimiata when be gets busy

t


