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A Billion-DolUr Budget
The largest en«i mod imped est hedge*, 

end •«' of Ike meet disappointing Is 
Ike history of t'anndn. wee presented 
le Ike federal |-er lie meat leel wee>k by Ike 
acting minister of finance. Hoe. A. R Mae 
l «can ll told of ea unpreeedeeled total 
trade for Ike poet Here I year, do- largely 
to Ike demands of war It riled Ik.- huge 
npeaditur-s on war aerounl amounting le 
gs7H.nnii.nr*) for ike period del-or from the 
beginning of Ike war to Merab 31. I91A, and 
indiealed an incr-era of Mnn.nno.nno ta ikai 
amount before Ike end of Ike ensuing lierai 
year, ll retarded further an uaparvlletod 
revenue for Ike past year, amounting to 
g2Mt.iwm.nnn. and raised eery largely from 
nstome' duties ll roneluded with an eet>- 
mate of Ike financial need of Ike country 
during Ike nett 12 moot he. at 9990,000.000, 
and Ike different items of iarome required to 
dierbarge that amount were outlined, ll 
was proponed that this annual requirement 
of a I moot a billion dollars should he met 
Brel, by revenue estimated at *2HD.(W«i.tWWl 
areondly, by advances from Ureal Britain 
amounting to 9*10.000.000. which would be 
used to maintain the Canadian forces ever 
was. thirdly, by the unexpended balance of 
the Victory Loan of last year, amounting to 
gl.Ki.om.OOO; and lastly, by floating further 
loans this rear in Canada, or elsewhere, for 
the balance of $2*1,0011,000 But not one 
measure of practical assistance was suggested 
for the producer on the land, who. today, is 
supplying the larger part of the material» 
entering into the country's greatly-increased 
export trade.

It will he noted that the government pro 
pones to raise this year from revenue, $280.- 
ono.non. which in only some •12.000.000 more 
than waa real lied from that source last year 
Although our requirements for 1918-19 will 
be almost A0 per cent, larger than in the 
fierai period just rinsed, the amount of 
income it is proposed to raise from revenue 
will he increased leea than five per cent. In 
order to realise this alight increase, a greet 
pretence at drastic change in method* of 
taxation has been made. With the exception 
of an increased duty on tea, coffee, and 
certain other beverages, and movie filma, no 
change whatever was made in the custom»' 
tariff The bulk of the extra five per cent 
in revenue will be raised through an extra 
•ion of the scope of the income taxes, and the 
increase in certain excise taxes The details 
of the new tariff may he Been this week 
under The Guide'a department of Business 
and Finance. This larger application of the 
direct method of taxation, and the fact that 
the customs' tariff remained practically un­
changed, are supposed to appeal to the West 
rather strongly /

The truth of the matter is that the 
majority of the people in the western pro­
vinces will be disappointed in the provisions 
of this year's budget, and The Guide believe* 
that such disappointment ia justified. The 
outsth'nding weakneaa in the government’• 
financial program ia its failure to take full 
advantage of the feeling throughout the 
whole of Panada, and particularly in the 
West, favoring a much heavier tax on in­
comes. While the enlargement of the Income 
Tax Act over that of last year ia a mov* In 
the right direction, it does not plan to realize 
nearly.aa much revenue as might be raised 
by the direct method, ami raised without 
bringing hardship upon any person. The 
government, incidentally, has neglected also 
to follow the lead of Great Britain in abolish­

ing the law exempting war bonds from ta» 
atm* The deairaMe end la he attained by 
any minuter of finance at I hie acute time 
would he la levy taxes in aurh a way aa t* 
■•rt the demand» ef expenditure in the 
fullest pond hie extent without entailing the 
least impairment to the productive strength 
of Ike nation Contrary la the Brit mi eS 
ample, Ottawa Mill persist* in its devotion 
to a euMoma* tariff aa Me chief aaurre of

Accordingly, the duty has not been 
remaved from farm machinery entering 
Canada from the Carted Hi alee The eicum 
advanced far not doing w la the need far 
revena# And yet. tn the very an*# budget 
that exhorta the aatioe ta greeter predee 
turn, and I* the maintenance of our surplus 
of exporta ever imports, the time worn 
demand of the fanner for free agricultural 
implements, is politely ignored The rare* 
mredation of lloa V A. I binning, the 
Dominion controller of production, m time 
•lee ignored The we*era producer M 
accused by those who do net agree with him. 
with bring animated by eelfieh motive# in 
mewling, u he dec*. upon the removal of 
the tariff on farm machinwy. The charge 
ia entirely unfair, The truth ia rather that 
the man living and working on the land 
of the Went under the prevailing condition» 
of the pioneer, w a brtler judge of a national 
necessity than I boor in older and more 
comfortable porta of the country whom in­
fluence ia weighed against him The Wem 
wanted the removal of the duty on farm 
implements at this session ef parliament, 
because it ia felt that the country aa a whole 
would benefit by that reform I «ewer the 
customs’ tariff, and make up the loss in 
revenue by increasing the tax on incomes 
That ia the view point of the Went, and be­
cause Canada's billion dollar budget ia not 
based on that policy, it trill meet with much 
criticism west ofithe groat lakes

Buy Implements Early
The Guide takes this opportunity of 

advising the western farmer, if he is in need 
of binders or mower* or any of the 
machinery which he may require later in 
the season or even next spring, to place his 

•order immediately The universal shortage 
of the materials out of which farm implé­
menta ara made, ia no pronounced, and trans­
portation facilities are so uncertain, that de­
liveries from the Fast are hound to become 
increasingly alow aa the pressure of the war 
claims eo much railway and shipping equip­
ment on the Atlantic court The majority 
of the farm implement warehouses advise 
The Guida that deliveries of machinery for 
use this spring were inadequate to the de­
mand from the prairies Many a farmer thie 
season ia being obliged to make shift with 
old. worn-out implements. The only recourra, 
therefore, for thora who c/nv*fiord it is to 
[dan sufficiently in advance/to that no season 
will retch a man unprepared for it in the 
matter of the proper machinery,

Thie advice is of more than individual im­
portance. It affects the whole critical situ­
ation with regard to the nation's and the 
world's supply ef food. The harvest this 
summer end autumn promises to he very 
large It ia now known that the total acre 
age under crop will exceed that of last year 
by nearly 5,000.000 acres Everything must 
be in readiness for the work of garnering the 
grain next August It will probably bo dtffi 
cult to secure all the labor that the country 
will require for its harvesting season, and

that la all the mere raaaoo why the Was* 
should he praporad for Me week ef neat fail 
m every ether r»sprat Tab# time by Ik# 
farrlosk and Mark up with all nraesaary 
machinery binder twin# eti and other erase-

Blaming The Reporter
In the issus of The Genie of April Ml, and 

under I hr heading "One Hundred Dot 
1er*. Iteara. ” we railed upon M. M I'erases. 
Iks pr soldent of the tenedàan Manu far 
titrera' Association t* make goad hie wager 
ef 9It*) that certain statements credited I# 
O. M Murray, the secretary of the C M A , 
eon Id net he corroborated or substantiated 
In this weak'a leone and In another column. 
Wr publish a ropy of Mr Persons' letter 
written to the minor of I he Farmer*' Ad va­
cate, l.audoo. Out. is reply to The liante'• 
demand ef April 10 lie lake* the peeHtoe 
that the ratwrt of G M Murray "a speech, 
as published le the Winnipeg Evening Free 
I've* of February 1910. u not correct, 
and misrepresent* shot Mr Murray actually 
did say ou the oreaama of hie address In thin 
city el that time.

The actual report ef that part of Mr. 
Marray ■ speech over which this eoutPo- 
veray has arisen, ia again reproduced aa
follow* from ihe Evening Free Perns i—

The re ergaal»»* t'essaies Mass/art scar*1 
-•lea le like a fsuag fflsef lxsSteel 

•# Ms ews pew era Up Ik. tier. IS* at Ike* 
|wwers, H resit. || u .kmam. krieg several 
aMUtees ef peeUe Is Ike verge ef stare atiea, 

pse the Istsstrlee ef Iks wkets 
frem Ike kaif kearteS IM whs 

Ike wkets awmkeraUtp ef the
smart*»* is iwe t>. ...» ,,
eegsalsatteo , N he. pest wMh ewk etrtSea 
that aew ia ISIS its a. a her. seeker erase

er paralpa

This paragraph appeared at the vary be­
ginning of the newspaper report, and waa 
coached ia quotation marks It ia clearly the 
accurate transcription of the press reporter's 
notes and waa presented a* the feature of 
Mr Murray's address The pr-aident of the 
C.M.A., however, now quotes hie secretary ‘a 
flat denial of the report, and then proceeds 
to back H op by reeling reflection upon the 
truthfulness of a praaa story whifeh appeared 
lie fora the public more than eight years ago 
Mr. I'arsons goes ».. far aa to say in hia 
letter : ** A simple newspaper report of what 
waa supposed to have been said at any time, 
would net be aceepted in any court of law 
aa evidence." Wc should like to inform Mr. 
Fsraone that be is quit# wrong ia bis appre­
ciation of the vain#, of a press report In a 
court of law. The man who reported Mr. 
Murray's speech in Winnipeg in February, 
1910, for the Evening Free Frees, by produc­
ing hie stenographic notes of that speech In 
court, aa evldeoea, would be a more effective 
wilnrae is the eye* of the judge that would 
Mr. Murray or Mr. Faraene with their mere 
words of denial.

Furthermore, that report after having 
been published not only in the Winnipeg 
Evening Free Praw, but also in The Grain 
Urowers* Guide, and having been the sub­
ject of comment generally throughout 
Canada, is now denied publicly for the first 
time Eight years ia a long lima to permit 
such a misrepresentation to stand unchal­
lenged Mr. Murray end Mr. Parsons how­
ever, arc not the first men who have taken 
refuge from Ike printed words of a speech 
by blaming the obscure reporter. Neverthe- 
Iraa. to b* quits frank, wc rather expected tn 
ess a man of Mr. Parsons' standing and pro- 
tensiona disdain to crawl through the vary


