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GUESS WHO OWNS CANADA
Th«* IktiRiniMK government Her * 

announced thAl II wrHiltl provide l'.Viiiitaii 
InwanU Ihc * ««nstni* ti««n nf Ihr lliidw.ii'a
I ley Killwajr this year Al I Hi* rate il «ilj 
1er I Write years hrfiifr I hr ro»«t rt r«»mp|etrd 
The fm- rmnrfil t* plainly plov nit with Ihr 
question fNl Ihr MW** «lay Ihr same fmrrn 
mrni iiUHmnmi a hnwf rnsranirr of *L*i.
• •Milam to Mackenzie 4 Malm to hlllhl « fond 
fr»m Tort Arthur In Montreal. »iwl Ihr far 
rrmnrf»i i* nni even asking lk«M fur any 
. «mlml of freight rates. A million |«eo$»lr 
in Ihr I'rainr I'ravinm an* unanimous m 
demanding Ihr ||ii«laon‘a I ley Road. nohodv 
l.«»i Mackenzie 4 Mann an* . lamonna fur Ihr 
I’ort Arthur In Mniiirral line . W.immh» fur 
Ihr gieople. ytt,Oni),(lOO fur Mackenzie 4 
Mann An«l l‘ana«la ia a democracy "

THE rOUTICAL SITUATION
Tarliamenl ia In aland *dj*«urncd frutn 

May XI till July 1» by arrangem* ni Iwlw>en 
Ihr Iwo |*arlira in Ihr llmiv Sir Wilfrid 
(«aurirr will slteml Ihr lm|w*rial Confrr- 
rnrr, and ihr parliamentary ««miingml will 
al«n allrml Ihr rumnalinn with Ihr |*rrmirr
II ia satisfactory In know lhal Canada will 
lir represented al both llimr ini|*»rianl fun* 
lion* Ity an *«ljournment inatrad of proro 
galion Ihr reciprocity agreement ran In* 
taken up just when* il ia Irfl instead of 
beginning over frrah. Re|mrt* from Wash 
intrlon imliraV* lhal Ihr Amrriran Senate 
will have drridefMhr fair nf ihr agreement 
hy Ihr limr lhal Ihr Canadian |t*rI lament 
resume*. If Ihr agreement ia ratified al 
Washington. ami Ihr Op|w«*iiion prrvrnl ila 
(•rnfrw al Ottawa Ihrrr ia only one thing 
irfl- election. If il W«*n* laiaaililr In have 
an unhiaard expression of opinion from thr 
|»mplr nf Cana«la ii|H»n Ihr rvripmrily que*, 
lion, wurh an pi|»P*wion would hr dewirahlr 
In Hi** event of an rlrHion, however. Hier • 
would In* aurh a mimtier of qti«**tjons liefor • 
I he people that il would lie ini|«oa*ihle to way 
that any ouleome would In* a decided expres- 
aion upon reriproeily alone If I he Initiative 
an»l ICrfrrrnilum were in forer in federal 
affair* a Referendum rould he held on llii* 
question alone ami it would lie *rtt|e«| 
Naturally hotli Hie |»olitieal |«artie* are 
op|m*ei| to Hie plain |n*op|r. ever aeruring 
aurh |Kiwer a* Ihr Initiative ami Referendum 
would give them. Tarty rule aw we have it 
in Canada haw not worked out in Ihr l»e*t 
interest* of tile people I’mler p re went non 
dilion* it i* the eaiieuw that rulrw rather than 
the people. The rauriiw iw probably the worst 
fratlin* of our |>olitiral life. It iw an instru
ment for the smothering of independent 
thought on the part of thr individual rnrm 
her* of parliament By means of the raueii* 
the member* of hot h partie* have been 
imlueed. either willingly or otherwise, to sup
port the poliev of their leader*. It is not pos
sible to eonneive that all the members of 
parliament aee eye to eye with their leaders 
upon the great questions whieh have come 
before them. Why then do they mipport 
their parties in the way that they do? It is 
benause of the eaijeus and the influenne that 
is exercised over members to get them to stay 
with their party. I»et us aee how the partie* 
stand today in regard to the demands made 
by the organized farmers, the most repre
sentative and influential deputation that 
ever waited on the government In regard 
to the tariff both parties are offiejally sup 
porting protection, though individual mem 
her* have demanded that eertain apeoifie 
reduet ion* should be made : on reciprocity 
the government and Opposition are bitterly

f»p|MMrd In earh ««thcr The gut. rrmv-nl l»a* 
undertaken In build ihr Hudson‘a Bay Rail 
way, though »rn slowly, ami is loit 
mg the mailer of o|w-ralmn in abeyance. 
Ihr t lp|MMil hu* ha* «1er |»r»«| for |«uhl»r 
••I» ration al*»« Tl»» government favor» 
gn aler remind ami *u|*rr%i*ion of Hw* 
lemnnal elevators, while ihr Oppmiiion m 
•h finitely «■ ««moulted In government owner 
•hip *ml operation Thr < i|«|m*iiion favor» 
in*’ st'gating Ihr chilled inral ailualion. 
while ihr gmrrnrorhl will nothing in Ihr 
matter Tlir ro «ig»rrollve lull was allowed 
In l»e auffnralrtl in the lions*' WllhtHlI a 
word of proimi from ihr leaders of riiher 
parly. Bills hair l»rrn inln*lii«*r«| from both 
sobs of Ihr 11mise with thr itil.hlHtA of 
|darmg more rreptmsibiliiy u|«o«i the rail 
way rom|«anies for lltr killing nf alnrk. hut 
m*ilhrr |«arty has d. « lan «I for Ihr nmlrnl 
of freight fairs This, in l«rirf, wr believe 
is a fair exposition of llir .landing of ihr 
two |«art«es al lltr present lime So far 
Ihrs** -piesiiona have I»een practically party 
«iileal ions There has been mi instance nf
my individual m**mtrr standing mil against 
his party for Ihr whole demand* nf Ihr 
farmers Neither has Ihrrr been any mem 
her who has shown lhal Ihrrr is injustice 
in I hear demands Thr action of Hic parti» s 
will lie In divide Ihr country on mailer» 
which are economic ami not political It 
must le* apparent lo thinking men lhal the 
o|«eration of political machinery ia detri
mental to Hie welfare of Hie coil III TV. Tiler»' 
arc times when opgwvsilion ia mil only juati 
fled but urgently needed for I he protection 
of Ihr people, but unfortunately on aurh 
•pirations there is usually no difference of 
opinion between the Iwo |«arlie* We have 
endeavored lo review the situation without 
prejudice, ami now lei US look to are if there 
is any justification for the nvinVra of Hie 
Iwo partie* adhering blindly lo llieir |«arii»-s 
regard I»-** of the interest* of Hoir const il ii 
rnls. Is lhere not a ronaiilcrable re*|««msi 
bilily in this matter resting ti|«on the people 
who electrd therm m*n lo |«arlismrnlT If 
Hie majority of men in Canada vole regu
larly for their party without regard lo I lie 
issue* before the country, how can Hie mem 
her* of («arliamenl be rx|H-rtrd lo do other 
wise! In Western Canada the party lie* 
are not strong as in Hie Kawl But if w«- 
knew I he exact number of men who vote 
regularly for their party we could then 
ascertain at once bow much blame i* attach 
able lo the memliers at Ottawa Why'do so 
many men. who are in other re*|«eet* excel 
lent business men. highly intelligent, and 
leaders in their community, always vote for 
their party regardless of the issues at stake? 
That is a question which can well challenge 
the consideration of the best mind* in the 
country, for it i* at the bottom of the 
[Kilitieal evil* of our nation. The only thing 
that ha* distinguished one party from Hie 
other for the past fifteen year* has been the 
names If men are going to continue sup 
porting one party all the time and let that 
party do as it lilu-s. how can the members 
elected be blamed for doing pretty much as 
they like without p-gard to the beat inter 
est* of the people? Rut at Ottawa the mat 
ter narrows down to a few men and the 
searchlight of publicity is turned upon them 
so strongly that it is easily seen what, a 
farce party loyalty makes of democracy. But 
the same thing works out in exactly the 
same way among the elector* of Canada It 
• an hardly be expected that the member* 
will riw very far above the example that 
is set for them hy the people. When a man 
i* dealing with the buxine** of hi* school

dial net, his local church, hta municipality, 
his agricultural *•«■ e4t or any of » wore of 
important local matter* hr exrrriara hi* beet 
judgment end dr. id,* upon matter* arrord 
mg to I lour mem Then why, when it come* 
to provincial or federal matter», should not 
these same men «• f in the **me business like 
manner ? That i* the question Why should
* little hlineh of potilieian* pl>|«*re what 
they are pb-awd fo eall a '*platform,** whieh 
*1 best is never more than something I» fool 
the |«eop|e. and then a*h tile people to east 
their votes up*ui this "platformt** There 
will Iw a general «deetion in Canada, hy the 
look of thing», lie fore Chnatma* The two 
induirai parlies at Ottawa are preparing for 
it now Thev are loading down the made 
with all kind* of campaign literature upon 
which no |*«slage is |whl. they ar»- bolding 
caucuses and gelling "platforms" ready 
What i* the chief object which earh of the 
partir* lia* in view? I* it to make Canada 
a great nation wlo re every ntum shall have 
a square deal end where no |»er*on shall lie 
privilege! to pr**y upon any other |*erwon? 
I* it to provid. equal o|«t«orluniliew for all 9 
Not a bit of it The great and («remount 
aim with l«ofh parlies ia to win the élection 
When the ««ledion is over, slid they are aafe 
for another five years. |«ariy "platforms" 
will Iw relegated to the l«*rkground aa they 
have always been in the |«**t llarnnm, the 
great eirriis man. once «aid that the fwople 
likeil lo Iw fiwdeil But the |wople ran only 
Iw fordetl so long aa they are willing lo Iw 
f«m|e«| Just now is the time for the |«eop|e 
of Canada, particularly of Western Canada, 
to deehle if they are willing to Iw fooled any 
longer Are they going lo allow two jHiliti
• al parti**a to play them off againat each 
«»!her and againat the welfare «if the coun
try? Are they going to accept any politi 
eian made "platform" that doe* not contain 
what they want, nr are they going to make 
their own platform b*w«l upon the real 
nee«|* of the country and ei«*et men who can 
Iw de|«ended upon lo carry lhal platform into 
ex«*eiition? This is the matter which must 
come up for efinsideration in the mind of 
every thoughtful man today.

MANUFACTURERS IN THE OPEN
Irfisl Week w« showed how immense sums 

of money wen* Iwmg spent to "e«lur*le" 
the farmer* of fintario and the Maritime 
Trounce* against reciprocity. The Canadian 
Manu facturer»* Association, which the presi
dent say* has no |Kilitirs hut the |iolitira of 
prol eel ion, is doing its le-*l against recipro
city. Here is an extract from the May issue 
of Industrial Canada, the official organ of 
the Manufacturer** Aaaoeiation

•* 'The fNintern of • snit'la *erep| the rwi 
I’UK-ity egreemrnl only »« |«art of their 
•lemao'ln, * ■*/• the '«rein Ur»»were * f)ol«le Iw
• recent ii««ie That •• plainly the *ttlto»l* of 
I he fimin flrowera, who that paper re|,r«wewts 
The prevent airreemenl •• in their view far 
from •atiefartory. It i* '*aly a «tej» la the 
riirhl direction end a abort step at that. * * * 
The whole principle of protection in under Are.
• • • Ktperienrr ha* shews beyond a doaht 
that a protective tariff iw eaaentlsl to the «wtah 
liahmeat and develrq.mcnt of manufacturera 
Therefore the agitation which in twin* carri#»d 
on by the Grain Grower*’ Guide, and thoae 
whom it reprenant», mua» be comb*»ted from 
the outmt. The reciprocity airreemenl ia but a 
Itcginning of * movement which, If It were
• ii,, e..fui, would wi|f« our manufectorer* off

Th*- manufacturera arc determined that 
there shall be no freedom of trade. Are the 
piifiple of Western Canada willing to sub
mit to Hie rule of this selfish bumdi of men 
in a few Kastern cities? The capitaliata, the 
railway* and the manufacturer» are working


